DUKE  UNIVERSITY 


LIBRARY 


The  Glenn  Negley  Collection 
of  Utopian  Literature 


A 

% 


T  H  E 

REVERIE: 

A   FLIGHT 

TO    THE 

PARADISE  of  FOOLS,. 


— All  things  va'm^  and  all  who  in  vain  things 
Jjuild  their  fond  hopes  of  glory  ^  or  lafling  famCy 

Or  happinefey  in  thisy  or  th*  other  life 

MiLTOW,. 


Publlflied  by  the  Editor  of 
The  Adventures  of  a  GuineaV 


V  o  L.   ir. 


LONDON, 

Printed  forT.  Becket,  and  P.  A.  Da  Hondt^ 
in  the  Strand.      mdcq^lxuu^. 


\-.-. 

T  H  E 


CONTENTS 

OF    THE 

SECOND    VOLUME. 


BOOK     1. 
CHAP.    L 

7he  fchcmc  changes  with  the  fcene.  A  r£7>iarkahle 
injiance  of  military  equity,  T^he  foldie/s  viezo 
in  war.  Every  man  fir  hlmfelf^  the  rule  /« 
war  as  well  as  peace ^  t 

CHAP.    II. 

A  gilded  bait  to  catch  a  gudgcan.  The  heft  cure  fir 
a  matrimmial  furfiit ;  with  a  new  motive  fir 
entering  into  the  rnilitary  lifiy  j 

CHAP.    III. 

A  toilet  fet  out  in  a  new  tajle.     The  ad^janiage  of 

■'^Knowing  hoiu  to   play  one  inconvenientc  again  ft 

another  \  with  an  inter e fling  injlance -of  Uve  and 

•honour  in  the  modem  Jlyl^  -15 

A  C  H  A  P, 

19711 


C  O  N  T  E  N  T  S. 

C  H  A  P.    IV. 

7VaY  1  Horrid  war  !  They'll  never  zvant  emphy" 
vient  %vho  think  thcmfehes  well  paid  for  their 
pains  with  a  mouthful  of  moon -Jhine,  The  great 
channel  offecret  intelligence ^  23 

CHAP.    V. 

The  longejl  way  ahcut  is  often  the  nearejl  tvay  home* 
The  pUafure  of  comparing  notes  creates  fricndjhip 
in  ajfiiSlion,     A  new  fpecics  of  knight-errantry^ 

28 
CHAP.     VI. 

Hificry  of  a  remarkable  lady*     The  great  beneft  of 
polite  education^  with  the  force  of  good  example, 
Cominon  occurrences  of  various  kinds -^  and  their 
natural  confequenccs^  33 

CHAP.     VIL 

Gsniinued.     An  unnfual  effect  of  abfence.     The  lofs 

cf  reputation  jometimes  inconvenient.     RefeSiions 

072  a  qualification  which  all  pretend  to,  and  few 

poffefs  y  with  a  curious  account  of  a  man  of  con- 

fequmcC'i  40 

CHAR    VIIL 

Continued,  A  JJ)ort  way  of  making  love*  Bargains 
befi  made  in  few  words  \  with  an  odd  irflance  cf 
cld~faJhioned  folly  ^  4. 7 

CHAP.     IX. 

Contitiued.  Many  buyers  raife  the  markei.  Oh 
hallancing  avarice  and  vanity^  the  former  kicks 
th(  beam,  5 1 

CHAP 


CONTENTS. 

CHAP.     X. 

'  Conthvied.  Lijhviers  feld'im  like  what  they  heafl 
The  danger  of  provoking  high  hlaod ;  with  the 
'great  irurit  of  j^cace-miiklng  in  the  modern  ivdy^ 

C  H  A  P.    XI. 

Concluded,  A  relapje  is  often  ivorfe  than  the  firji 
diforder.  By  the  help  of  good  friends^  the  grey 
mare  proves  the  better  horfe.  Theivbole  concluded 
with  feme  inter ejling  reflexions ^  which  prove  that 
people  Jl)Quld  io^k  before  they  leap^  64. 

CHAP.    XII. 

One  fiery  generally  introduces  another,  7he  irui 
objcX  of  female  attention  to  drefs»  Common  cstt- 
fequences  of  fajlnonahle  intimacy^  and  femaJt 
friendjhipy  with  the  fecret  of  7naki?ig  a  right  ufe 
of  a  Jhceing-horn^  7a 

CHAP.    XIIL 

More  military  matters.  Politics  on  one  fide  of  ths 
queflim^  76 

C  H  A  P.    XIV. 

^  new  fche??i€  of  carrying  on  a  war,  An  ill-timed 
doubt  often  difcGncerts  a  goodjlory.  Anecdotes  of 
a  loyal  family.  The  hifhry  of  Sir  Archibald,  and 
Z elide  princefs  of  Ar?nmiay  8^ 

CHAP.     XV. 

The  Hiftory  of  Sir  Archibald,  and  ZeUde.princgfs- 
of  Armenia,  continued,  96 

CHAP.     XVI. 

Continuation  of  the^  hi/lory  of  Sir  A'chibald  and 
Zelide,  princefs  of  Armenia,  I04r 

A  2  CHAP; 

1  n  r  i  -t 


CONTENTS 

CHAP.    XVII. 

l^he  fAJlory  of  Sir  Archibald^  and  Zel'tde  prlncefs  of 
jirtnenia^  concluded^  HO 

CHAP.    XVIII. 

Anecdotes  of  a  loyal  famify  concluded.     Several  hi" 

jlances  of  uncomnion  loyalty  rewarded  in  the  co?r^y 

7no7t  ?nanner^  zuith  fome  reflexions  inter ejlitig  to 

thofe  whom  ih£y  ?nay  conceruy  JCIQ 

CHAP.    XIX, 

T^he  difference  between  fighting  battles  in  the  field 
and  if  I  the  cabinet,  T4?e  happinefs  of  having 
good  friends^  with  further  infiances  of  ?niHtary^ 
equity  y  I23 

CHAP.    XX. 

War  /•  War  in  procinB  I  The  comforts  of  Greats 
nefs.  A  night-fcene^  with  a  continuation  of  it^ 
neither  of  the  mojl  agreeable  Jiature^  128 

CHAP.    XXI. 

An  approved  medicine  for  afick  mmd.  A  curious 
converfation  betiveen  tivo  great  per  fans  ^  with  a 
compendious  tnethod  of  acquiring  fame y  135 

CHAP.    XXII. 

A  remarhble  infiance  of  poetic  gratitude  and 
jujiiccy  with  fame  anecdotes  of  a  celebrated 
^eniusy  _  143. 


BOOK 


BOOK       II. 

C  H  A  P.     I. 

A  council  fcene.  The  ?nildncfs  of  femah  go^uerti' 
?nent ;  with  a  remarkable  hyiance  of  the  ba^py 
effcoi  of  reproof  upon  great  minds ^  I4.S 

CHAP.    II. 

A  ready  falve  for  a  fore  confcUnce^  with  a  proper 
reward  for  piety.  An  unexpected  difappolut  - 
7}ient  fhews  greatnefs  of  foul  in  a  Jhiking  light. 
A  day  concluded  confijlently^  154. 

CHAP.     III. 

More  happy  effeSfs  of  greatnefs  ;  with  a  new  way 
of  punifhiiig  difobedience^  and  7naking  the  n^f 
of  power y  161 

CHAP.    IV. 

AiCQuni  of  an  uncommon  kijid  of  coiaicil ;  with  Its 
natural  conclufton^  Ij66 

CHAP.    V. 

Myftery  of  favour  itifm,  A  remarkable  inflame  of, 
the  art  of  ?naking  the  mofl  of  a  misfortune y  ij2 

CHAP.     VI. 

Continued.  A  mirrour  for  the  female  mind.  Fear 
and  refenimcnt  trlujnphant  over  love  and  virtue^ 

n7 

C  H  A  P. 


CONTENTS. 


CHAP.    VIL 

Myjlery  of  famuritifm  concluded.  7he  necejjary 
effc^s  of  ridicule.  Mimfi^rial  ufe  of  wiUmittd 
power  ;  with  the  natural  ccnfc  que  nee  of  ill  placed 
confidence t  i  S  > 

C  H  A  P.    viir. 

ne  Jcene  changed.  J  national  character.  An- 
ottjer  great  man.  Curious  account  of  an  inn^ 
with  an  mtertainmetu  of  political  pnffs^      ■  i'6'6 

C  H  A  P.     IX.      ^       ^^^ 

Wheels  within  wheels.  Certain  great  \ran0fiton^ 
chdiiccd  from  unfufpecied  caufes  \  with  'the  ad- 
vantage  of  having  two  firings  to  a  hozv^       194 

CHAP.    X. 

More  great  matters ,  flome  truths,  A  clmraSf£y 
out  of  nature  ;  with  a  new  definition  of  the  Icrws 
of  war ;  and  a  certain  tnetbod  of  reducing  a  na- 
tion  to  obedience y  iQgt 

CHAP,    XI. 

A  psep  behind  the  curtain.      Royal  amufementsx 
heroic  principles  and  valour ;  with  an  appro'ued- 
■  Jhield  againfl  certain  terrible  dangers^  2o6 

CHAP.     XII. 

^cene  changed.     Pleafant  injlance  of  the  power  of 
excmple.      Grand  attenda^ice  at  a  ladys  toilet. 
Secrets  of  favouritifm^  211 

CHAP.    Xlli. 

Hrfake  hay  while  the  fun  fihines.  All  go  to  the 
market^    where  they  can  have  moji  for  their 

mone\\. 


C  O  N  T  E  N  T  3. 

7rvjncy.     A  converfaikk  cendiidfd  in  chara^er^ 

22t 

CHAR     XIV. 

A  curious^  though  not  an  uncormnon  piSlure,  Play 
a  trout  profysrly^  and  you'' II  catch  it.  The  faf- 
a'natim  of  €afLy  225 

CHAP.    XV. 

The  fcene  changed,  A  pkafmg  profptB  fuddenly 
over-cajl.  An  eafy  way  to  get  rid  of  a  wran- 
gler^ with  a  comfortable  plaifter  for  a  broken 
head.  He  that  throws  dirt  always  fouls  his 
fingers  y  231 

CHAP.    XVI. 

A  receipt  for  popularity.  Turn  a  caf^  horfe  to 
graxe  on  a  common.  The  old  fieward  a£is  the 
fecond  part  to  the  agent's  farce.     An  hint  by  the 

h^^  2.38 

CHAP.     XVIL 

An  holiday^  and  a  jolly  day.  A  fmnptuous  feajl^ 
and  a  raree-fieiu^  244 

CHAP.    XVIII. 

•'  Imprejfes  quaint  caparifons^  and  Jleeds  ; 
**  Bafes^  and  tinfel  trappings  ;  gorgeous  knights^ 
"  Then  marJhaWd  fe^Ji 

**  Servd  up  in  hall,  with  few  en  and fenechah'' 

251 
CHAP.    XIX. 
hi  what  the  greateft  are  eafiejl  to  be  imitated.     Tbis 
humble  ambition  more  dangerous^  if  lefs  ridicu- 
lous^ in  7?ian  than  in  wo?nan»     Another  inter- 
vieiv  with  a  couple  of  old  ac^uaintancesy        26 1 
6  CHAP. 


CO  N  T  E  N  T  S, 

C  H  A  P.    XX. 

H£' that  plays  at  bowls  ??m/i  meet  rubs.  Thi 
liter  drub'i>.  Jn  old  fox  caught  nap- 
ping»  A  penny  faved  is  a  penny  got.  Splen- 
did cecono?ny ;  with  the  unfortunate  candle -ad- 
venture, A  mortifying  injlance  of  the  force  of 
vanity^  265 

CHAP.    XXI. 

hiterejling.  hints .^  which  fet  fome  matters  much  cait- 
vajfed  in  a  new  lights  2J4 

*C  H  A  P.     XXIL 

I)ifputes  will  arife^  where  every  man  is  for  l?wi- 

J'elf.     A  fure  method  of  removing  fcruples,  cmd 

''reconciling  oppofiie  opinions.     The   character  of 

the    GRAND    COMPOUNDER  finijhed*      Th" 

^  conclufouy  270 


THE 

R    E    V    E    R    I    Ej 

O  R,    A 

Flight  to  the  Paradife  of  Fools. 

^  C  H  A  P.     I. 

The  fchemc  changes  with  the  fccne.  J  remavkahlc 
injlance  of  military  equity.  The  foldier'' s  vievj 
in  zvar.  Every  man  for  himjelf  the  rule  in 
war  as  well  as  'peace, 

~^HE  feats  of  heroifm,  and  the  glorv^, 
which  according  to  the  general  pre- 
judices of  mankind,  I  had  been  ac- 
cuilomcd  to  aflbciate  with  the  idea  of 
war,  made  me  promife  myfelf  much  plcafure 
from  this  change.  The  fpirit  read  my  fcnti- 
ments  in  my  looks,  and  fmiling  cxprcflivcly, 
"  You  arc  now  going  to  take  a  view  of  fcencs, 
'*  (faid  he)  the  nature  of  which  will  make  your 
"'  utmoft  care  rcquilite,  to  efcape  the  iJlufions 
Vol.  II.  B  "v/hich 
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"  which  furround  them  on  every  fide,  and  are 
^'  fo  flrong  as  to  deceive  the  very  adlors  of  them. 
^'  The  limitation  of  the  human  faculties  makes 
*'  it  neceflary,  that  obje£ls  fhould  be  prefented 
'^  to  you  in  a  regular  fucceffion  ;  as  that  gene- 
*•'  ral  view  which  conveys  knowledge  intuitive- 
"  ly  to  fuperior  beings,  v/ould  only  dazzle  your 
"  mind,  and  involve  it  in  perplexity  and  con- 
''•  fufion..  But  this  the  more  important  duties 
**'  of  my  office  will  not  permit  my  attending  to, 
"  at  prefent.  I  have  already  devoted  as  much 
'^  time  to  your  gratification  as  i  can  fpare.  You 
**  muft  therefore  proceed  alone,  and  make  your 
^'  own  obfervations.  For  this  reafon  it  will  be 
*'  proper  to  place  you  immediately  in  the  fcer^ 
"  of  adlion.  Your  attention  will  there  be  freed 
*'  from  the  diftra6lion  of  a  more  diftant  and 
*'  complicated  view ;  and  you  fhall  have  other 
*'  afliftances,    to   remedy  the  inconvenience  of 

^^  my  abfence." Saying  this,   he  took  my. 

hand,  and  tranfported  me,  inflantancoufly,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  before,  into  the  country 
which  was  the  feat  of  the  war. 

High  as  my  expecStations  had  been,  this  nearer 
view  of  the  paths  of  human  glory  chilled  my 
foul.  I  turned  my  eyes  away  in  horror;  and, 
in  the  inftinilive  impulfe  of  affright,  moved 
clofe  to  my  guide  for  protedion.  "  I  have 
*'  often  cautioned  you  (refumed  he,  In  an  ac- 
*'  cent  of  reproof)  againft  forming  your  judge- 
'*  ment  of  any  thing  too  precipitately.  But 
*'  now  you  were  delighted  at  the  thought  of 
^'  this  profped^.  In  a  moment,  you  ficken  at 
"  the  fight.  Is  this  confiflent  with  the  charac- 
''  ter  of  a  rational  being?  Your  prefent  fears 
•*«  of  danger  to  yourfelf  are  as  idly  groundlefs, 
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'^  as  your  hopes  of  receiving  pleafure,  from  be- 
*'  holding  the  miferies  of  others,  were  then  un- 
"  juftiiiable.     I  have  told  you,  that  your  form 
*'  is  imperceptible  to  human  fenfe.     It  is  alfo 
*'  impaflive  to  the  injuries  which  affecR:  morta- 
"  lity,  under  all  the  weaknefs  and  imperfe6lions 
*Sof  which  you  fee  the  beings  before  you  la- 
"  hour,   as  ftrongly  as  when  in  your  world. 
*'  You  may  therefore  mix  with  the  multitude 
"  without  apprehenfion,    and  make  your  re- 
"  marks  on  every  thing  that  occurs,  with  deli- 
*'  beration  and  eafe ;  to  enable  you  to  do  which, 
*'  I  have  freed  your  mind  from  the  prejudices 
*'  that  have  hitherto  obilru6led  your  reafon,  fo 
"  that  you  will  now  behold  all  things  in  their 
''  genuine  colours;   and  as  fome  knowledge  of 
*•'  the  pall  lives  of  the  pcrfons  concerned  in  the 
*'  fcenes  you  arc  going  to  enter  into,  may  oc- 
*'  cafionally  be  necefHiry  to  explain  their  prefent 
"  a6tions,  your  faculties  are  enlarged  with  a 
''  power  of  looking  back,  and  reviewing  the 
*'  whole  feries,  as  readily  and  diftindly  as  you 
''  do  the  objedts   recorded   in  your   memory. 
"  Your  motions  alfo,  as  you  are  unincumbered 
"  v/ith  matter,  depend  abfolutely  on  your  will, 
'*  by  a  fmglc  a6t  of  which  you  may  tranfport 
"  yourfelf  whither-foever  you  pleafe,  in  an  in- 
'*  ilant ;    and    fo   trace   the  moft  complicated 
*'  tranfaclions  through  all  their  intricate  extent, 
"  from  their  obfcure  caufes,  to  their  as  uncx- 
"  pe6led  conclufions,  with   precifion  and  per- 
*'  fpicuity.  A  right  ufe  of  thefe  advantages  will 
*'  give  your  curiofity  the  moft  rational  fatisfac- 
"  tion.     Nor  are  you  confined  to  any  particu- 
*'  lar  fcene.     When  your  foul  is  furfcited  with 
**  war,  and  fickens  at  the  thought  of  military 
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"  glory,  you  are  at  liberty  to  fet-k  new  fubjecls 
"  of  remask,  through  ail  the  vv-ide  extent  of 
''  human  life,  which  is  expanded  to  your  view. 
"  One  thing,  though,  i  mud-  caution  you 
"  again!]:,  Forget  not  that  you  are  a  meer  un- 
''  concerned  fpeclator  of  all  the  events  you  be- 
''  hold ;  nor  prefume  on  any  account  to  inter- 
*'  po'e,  be  they  ever  fo  interefting  to  you.  The 
^'  leaft  attempt  of  this  kind  will  inftantaneoufr 
*'  ]y  deprive  you  for-ever  of  the  indulgence  you 
*'  now  enjoy.  I  am  fummoned  hence.  When 
*'  it  is  proper  to  reconduct  you  to  the  world  of 
*'  man,  Twill  attend.  Till  then, obferve  the  cau- 
^'  tion  I  have  given  you,  and  proceed  without 
*'  farther  limitation  or  reftraint." — With  thefe 
v/ords  he  vaniflied  from  my  fight. 

The  firft  emotions  of  my  furprize  at  being 
left  in  fuch  a  condition  may  be  ealily  conceived. 
But  they  laded  not  long.  I  foon  felt  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  favours  beilowed  fo  liberally  up- 
on me  ;  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  which  I  loft  all 
fear,  and  direftly  prepared  to  avail  myfelf  of 
them,  in  the  moft  extenfive  manner,  l^he 
more  than  martial  animofity  with  which  this 
war  appeared,  by  the  dcfolation  of  the  country, 
and  the  miferies  of  the  inhabitants,  to  be  car- 
ried on,  made  me  conclude  that  it  muft  have 
arifen  from  fome  moft  important  caufe.  To 
learn  this  I  dire^Slly  entered  into  the  army  that 
lay  neareft  to  me,  where  I  imagined  I  iliould 
readily  receive  the  information  I  wanted  j  judg- 
ing- that  every  individual  m.uft  be  acquainted 
v/ith  the  m.otives  for  a  war  in  which  he  ha- 
zarded his  life,  and  of  courfe  they  muft  be  the 
fubjecl  of  the  general  converfation. 

<  The 
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The  army  was  compofed  of  mercenaries  of  dif- 
ferent nations  hired  by  a  foreign  power,  whofe 
©wiifubjeiSls  niade  aconCderablepart  ofit,  tho' 
underthe  fupremc  command  of  one  of  the  fornicr; 
and  was  led  hither,  into  the  country  of  an  ally 
^and  friend,  according  to  the  rules  of  military 
equity, to  defend  the  fovereign's  own  dominions 
from  the  invafion  of  an  enemy,  who  witli  equal 
lufticc  marched  his  forces  to  the  inuircrinunate 
oppre/Tion  of  friends  and  foes,  through  whofe 
territories  they  pafibd,  to  wreak  his  vengeance 
on  this  part  of  his  adverfary's  fubjetSls,  for  i]i- 
iuries  he  imagined  he  had  received  from  another, 
who  were  fuperior  to  his  power,  and  with 
whom  thcfe  had  no  connection  in  nature  or 
intereil,  other  than  (in  this  cafe)  the  misfortune 
of  being  under  the  government  of  the  fame  fo- 
vereign. 

Thi.:  generrl  account  I  foon  le:'.rncd,  and  fav/ 
abundantly  confirmed,  both  by  the  appearance 
of  the  army,  and  the  manner  of  its  proceeding ; 
but  of  the  real  origin  of  the  war,  or  the  end 
propofed  by  it,  except  plunder  and  pay^  the  fol- 
diers  appeared  utterly  ignorant,  and  indeed  un- 
concerned about  them,  plodding  mechanically 
to  the  field  to  light,  with  as  much  indifference 
as  oxen  do  to  plough. 

Shocked  at  an  infenfibility  fo  dif^-raceful  to 
beings  who  boafl:  of  the  blefling  of  reafon,  I 
advanced  to  the  ccmmanucr,  from  whom  I 
hoped  to  learn  fomething  fat  is  factory,  in  mat- 
ters fo  immediately  condu6icd  by  himfelf.  He 
was  fitting  in  his  tent,  at  a  table  covered  with 
difpatches  he  had  juft  received  from  the  court 
by  which  he  was  employed.  When  he  had 
looked  them  over,    with  evident  phlegm,    and 
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difregard.  "  Thefe  people  (faid  he)  mufl  think 
''  me  as  great  a  fool  as  themfelves,  to  fend 
"me  fuch  orders ;  orders  which  common 
"  {en(e  might  inform  them  I  will  not  obey. 
**  The  people  are  out  of  humour,  forfooth,  at 
*' the  length  and  expence  of  ^the  war ;  and  fo 
"  their  wife  maflers  want  me  to  pufh  it  with 
"  more  vigour,  to  bring  it  to  aconclufion.  But 
"  they  will  find  themfelves  miflaken,  I  promile 
«'  them.  No  !  No  !  I  will  have  no  general 
<'  actions  ;  nothing  that  can  poiTibly  be  decifive 
*«  either  way.  That  is  not  mybufmefs.  The 
*'  profits  of  my  command  are  too  confiderable 
*'  to  be  thrown  away  in  that  manner.  If  I 
"  fhouid  be  beaten,  they  will  inftantly  chufe 
"  another  general,  without  ever  confidering 
<<  that  I  only  obeyed  their  own  orders.  And  if 
'^  I  obtain  a  compleat  vidlory,  the  war  is  at 
"  an  end  ;  and  of  courfe  my  profit  alfo.  No  ! 
*'  No  !  I  will  have  no  decilive  a61:ions.  While 
"  they  are  maflers  of  a  ducat  to  pay  me,  I  will 
*'  protra6l  the  war.  When  their  money  is  all 
"  fpentj  they  may  go  to  battle  as  fcon  as  they 
<'  will;  and  whether  they  win  or  lofe,  isamat- 
*'  ter  of  indifference  tome.  In  the  meantime, 
•'  they  fhall  have  marching,  and  fklrmifliing 
"  enough,  to  fatisfy  their  pafTion  for  fighting, 
"  and  prevent  their  complaining  of  idlenefs.  I 
''  am  commander  in  chief  j  and  while  I  am,  I 
"  will  dojuflwhatIpleafe,whichis  to  promote 
"  my  own  interefl  as  much  as  I  pofTibly  can. 
"  If  ^I  can  manage  matters  fo,  as  to  hold  my 
"  pofl  for  two  or  three  campaigns  more,  I  {hall 
'^  get  money  enough  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
'*  my  illuftrious  houfe  with  proper  fplendour. 
^'  Nor  is  it  pofTible  for  them  to  deted  my  de- 
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fign.  The  difproportion  in  numbers  between 
my  army,  and  that  of  the  enemy,  is  fuch  as 
fufficiently  juftifies  my  cautious  condu£l ;  at 
the  fame  time,  ihat  the  difference  in  the  ap- 
pointments and  goodnefs  of  the  men  fecures 
me  from  danger  of  difgrace,  and  makes  the 
glory  I  acquire  in  this  defenfive  war  cheaply 
earned.  Indeed  the  greatefl  difficulty  often 
is  to  divide  their  force,  and  direct  their  ar- 
dour in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  prevent  their 
defeating  their  enemies  totally,  againft  all 
difadvantages,  and  contrary  to  my  inten- 
tions." 

^xr  tjr  T*r  TXT  -dir  <ti(<r  tar  t^-r  TJfr  tSa-  tXr  tSir  -^tr  ■tSr  t3ir  tS^t  TJf  tSt  •riJr 

CHAP.     II. 

j^  gilded  bait  to  catch  a  gudgeon.  The  hejl  cure  for 
a  matri?nc7iial  furfeit  ;  with  a  new  ?notive  fo^ 
entering  into  the  ?nilitary  life, 

HAVING  finifhed  his  meditations,  he  went 
out  to  a  number  of  his  officers,  who  at- 
tended at  the  entrance  of  his  tent.  His  beha- 
viour on  this  occafion  iliewed  the  mafterly  ad- 
drefs  with  which  he  purfued  his  private  fcheme; 
To  his  own  countrymen  he  fpoke  with  the  ut- 
moft  indifference ;  and  giving  them  fome  gene^ 
ral  orders  about  the  duties  of  the  camp,  difmified 
them  fliffhtly,  and  with  an  appearance  of  dif- 
efteem.  But  to  the  foreigners  by  whofe  fovereiga 
he  was  employed,  he  carried  himfelf  in  quite  a 
different  manner.  His  eye  wore  a  fmile  of  fa- 
miliarity and  complaifance,  whenever  it  met 
the  meaneft  fubaltcrn  of  the  corps  3  and  he  fcru- 
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pled  not  to  compliment  therti,  at  the  expence  of 
the  reft  of  the  army,  by  propofmg  their  exam- 
ple to  general  imitation. 

So  flattering  a  preference  had  the  defigned 
effe6l ;  the  fatigues  and  dan2;ers  by  which  they 
acquired  it  were  immediately  forgot ;  and  they 
even  appeared  eager  to  undertake  more,  to  fup- 
port  fo  diftinguifhed  an  honour. 

The  general  faw  with  fecret  pleafure  the 
ardour  with  which  he  had  inflamed  them;  and 
relolved  he  would  not  let  it  cool,  for  want  of 
employ ment.  Advancing  to  their  particular 
commander,  who  juft  then  joined  him,  '"^  M^f 
*^  dear  friend,  (faid  he,  with  an  air  of  the  molt 
"  cordial  efteem)  I  have  this  moment  received 
"  fome  intelligence,  that  enables  .me  to  give 
"  your  brave  countrymen  an  opportunity  of 
'^  %nallzing  that  valour  v/hlch  has  eftabliflied 
"  them  in  the  exalted  reputation  of  being  the 
*'  befl:  foldiers  in  theuniverie.  You  will  fele6l 
iive  thoufand  whom  you  thi<ik  moft  proper, 
and  let  them  be  ready  to  march  an  hourbe- 
bre  night.  When  you  return  from  doing 
"  that,  we  will  concert  our  meafures,  and  fix 
"  on  a  perfon  to  carry  them  Into  execution.  It 
*'  is  a  mafter-ilroke,  and  will  do  honour  to  any 
*'  officer  J  for  I  cannot  doubt  of  the  fuccefs  of 
"  an  enterprize  undertaken  by  your  gallant 
*'  countrymen." 

The  oiScer,  who  free  from  deceit  himfelf, 
fufpc6i:ed  none  in  any  body  elfe,  heard  him  Vv^Ith 
the  higheft  joy,  and  glownng  with  a  pafSon  for 
glory,  v/hich  the  general  thus  artfully  fann'd, 
refolved,  without  even  waiting  to  know  the  na- 
ture of  the  attempt,  to  take  the  command  him- 
felf, and  fo  reap  all  the  honour.  "  YourHigh- 

''  nefs 
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*'  nefs  ( anfwered  he,  with  evident  emotion  ) 
"  does  them  honour  by  all  your  commands.  I 
"  fhall  not  have  any  occafion  for  feledling, 
"  where  all  are  equally  good,  and  equally  am- 
"  bitious  of  meriting  your  approbation.  As 
*'  for  an  officer  for  the  command,  i  believe  I 
*'  can  find  one  to  whom,  I  hope,  your  High- 
"  nefs  will  have  no  Gbje<Slion." 

Saying  this,  he  proceeded  directly  to  get  every 
thing  ready,  while  the  reft  of  the  army,  inilead 
of  being  offended  at  having  the  poll:  of  honour 
thus  partially  given  from  them,  hugged  them- 
felves  in  the  cafe  and  fafety  th^y  enjoyed  by  the 
difgrace. 

'Fhere  was  fomethijig  fo  ftriking  in  the  rca- 
dlnefs  with  which  the  officer  cat^licd  at  the  bait 
that  was  laid  for  him,  that  I  became  fome-how 
anxious  for  the  e\'ent,  and  refolved  to  obferve 
him  particularly  through  the  aitair;  and  there- 
fore follov/ed  him,  when  he  v/ent  to  give  the 
neceffary  orders  to  his  men. 

If  I  had  been  furprif^d  at  the  ardour  he 
ihewed,  I  was  ir;nnitely  more  fo,  to  find  that 
the  fame  fpirit  ran  through  all  his  ccuntr)  men  ; 
the  very  private  foldiers,  whofe  ftation  might 
have  been  fuppofed  to  e  empt  them  irom  the 
enthuiiaftic  notions  of  honour  whic'*'  idlcnefij 
and  aiiluence  inipiie  in  the  more  exalted raijk;-, 
to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  make  rnen  break 
throuoh  the  firii:  law  of  nature,  to  run  into  dan- 
gcr  with  delight,  turning  out  to  a  man,  at  the 
firll:  mention  of  the  matter  \  and  vying  with 
each  other  who  fhould  be  of  the  party; 
though  the  appearance  of  many  of  them  iliew- 
ed  that  they  were  already  exhaufted  by  £a 
tigue,  and  wanted  i-cft  and  rcfrefnmenf,  to,  re 
B   5  ,  iloi.:. 


10         THE     REVERIE. 

ftore  their  ftrength  to  any  degree  of  equality 
with  their  fpirit. 

Among  men  aftuated  by  fuch  an  emulation, 
the  leaft  preference  muft  have  bred  envy,  and 
been  attended  with  difagreeable  confequences^ 
Senfible  of  this,  the  officer  thanked  them  ail, 
in  the  mod  engaging  manner  for  their  readi- 
nefs  ;  but  faid,  that,  according  to  the  indifpen- 
fible  rule  of  military  difcipline,  he  muft  necef- 
farily  take  thofe  vvhofe  duty  came  in  turn,  con- 
foling  the  reft  with  the  thought  that  they  could 
not  long  want  an  opportunity  equally  glorious 
of  proving  their  fpirit  in  an  army,  where  they 
were  honoured  by  the  general,  with  fo  peculiajr 
a  preheminence. 

This  delicate  aftair  being  adjufted,  the  heroes 
whofe  happy  fortune  it  was  to  go  prepared 
themfelves  with  the  higheft  emulation,  while 
the  others  drew  oft' in  evident  deje6tion  at  their 
difappointment. 

As  their  leader  rode  along  the  lines,  to  take 
a  particular  view  of  them,  I  obferved  that  he 
addrefled  one  of  his  fubalterns,  and  was  an- 
fwered  by  him  in  a  ftrain  of  familiarity,  that 
feemed  inconfiftent  vAth  the  diftance  between 
their  ftations.  "  Well  Tom^  (faid  the  former, 
**  with  a  fmile)  this  is  a  fudden  call.  How 
*'  will  Fenus  bear  to  have  her  Afars  torn  from 
*'  her  arms  fo  foon  ?  She  ought  to  have  a  little 
*'  longer  time  to  reconcile  her  to  the  military 
*'  life,  before  fhe  is  left  by  herfelf  in  a  camp." 

— "In  a  camp!  No!  no!  I  fhall  ha.dly 

**  leave  her  In  a  camp." 

. "  No  !  What  then  do  you  defign  to  do 

«  with  her?  " 

-•'••.      "  Why  ?  fend  her  to  indulge  her  medi- 

*'  tations 
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'^  tatlons  with  her  old  friend,  JVtU  Buck's 
"  Lady.  It  will  be  good  entertainment  for 
"  them  to  compare  notes." 

"  But  if  you  did  not  mean  to  keep  her 

''  here,  why  were  you  at  the  trouble  of  bring- 
'*  ing  her?  I  imagined  it  was  becaufe  you  did 
''  not  know  how  to  part  with  her." 

"  How  to  part  with  her !  I  thought  you 

**  knew  me  better  than  to  think  fo.  Why, 
"  man  !  the  very  contrary  was  the  reafon.  If 
"  I  did  not  defire  to  part  with  her,  what  fhould 
"make  me  bring  her  here?  No!  No  !  It  is 
"  not  come  to  that  with  me  yet»  I  turned  fol- 
*'  dier,  at  iirfl,  merely  to  get  rid  of  my  wife ; 
"  and  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  take  the  fame 
"  method  to  get  rid  cf  my  miftrefs  too,  when 
"  I  am  equally  tired  of  her.  Befide,  I  have  a 
"  better  plea  now  than  I  had  before.  My  ho- 
*'  nour,  man  I  My  honour  is  engaged.  I  muft 
"  not  quit  my  colours  upon  any  account,  at 
*'  fuch  a  time  as  this.  If  the  fond  charmer 
*'  fhould  take  pet,. and  go  home  to  her  friends,, 
"  with  her  finger  in  her  eye,  to  be  revenged  on 
"  herfwain  forhis  indifFerenee,  fhe  has  my  fin- 
*'  cere  confent ;  nor  fliall  my  befl  affiftance  be 
*'  wanting  to  make  an  honeft  woman  of  her,  by 
*<  getting  her  a  good  hufband.She  has  examples 
"  enough  to  keep  her  in  countenance.  But  if 
"  the  conftant  dove  will  not  defert  her  rovinp- 
*<  mate,  why,  faith,  I  do  not  well  know  how 
*'  to  fend  her  back  againft  her  will ;  and  muft 
''  in  compafTion  pay  her  a  vifit  now  and  then ; 
"  though,  by  the  by,  it  (hall  be  as  feldom  as 
"  pofTible,  to  give  her,company  fomething  like 
"novelty  3    which,  in  my  opinion,  is  the  only 

B  6  <«  thinor 


12       THE     REVERIE. 

*'  thing  that  can  make  the  company  of  any  wo- 
*'  man  tolerable." 

^'  But,  won't  this  be  breaking  faith  with 

*'  her  ?  I  prefume  you  muft  have  made  her 
*'  many  fine  promJfes  of  love  and  conftancy, 
*'  before  you  could  bring  her  to  take  fuch  a 
*'ftep?" 

"  Promifes!   Aye,  promifes  enough  for 

*'  the  matter  of  that ;  but  fhe  was  a  fool  if  flie 
*'  believed  them,  when  fhe  had  a  proof  that 
*'  I  fhould  not  keep  them,  before  her  eyes. 
*'  She  could  not  be  fo  blindly  vain,  as  not  to 
*'  know  that  novelty  was  the  only  advantage 
*'  fhe  had  over  my  wife,  whom  1  may  proba- 
*'  bly  return  to  by  and  by,  for  the  fame  reafon, 
*'  when  a  campaign  or  two  fhall  have  fliarpened 
**  my  appetite.  A  campaign  is  the  beft  reme- 
*'  dy  in  nature  for  a  matrimonial  furfeit.  It 
^'  cures  a  man's  qualms,  and  fends  him  home 
**  as  keen  as  a  country-bridegroom." 

f"  But,   are  you  fare  that  flie  will  leave 

*'  you  fo  readily  ?  The  fame  fpirit  that  enabled 
*'  her  to  come  to  fuch  a  place  as  this,  may  dif- 
*'  pute  your  authority  to  fend  her  back.  She 
*'  has  paid  a  dear  price  for  your  company,  and 
*"*  may  not  chufe  to  give  it  up.  Women  when 
^''  once  they  love  have  much  more  conftancy  in 
**  their  temper  than  men." 

~"  Conftancy  !    Say  rather,    obftinacy. 

*'  But  I  have  taken  care  of  that  matter.  I 
"  have  wrote  a  letter  to  my  wife,  in  which  I 
"  made  profeffions  of  the  higheft  efteem,  and 
*'  defired  the  favour  of  her  company,  to  com- 
*'  pleat  my  happincfs ;  promifmg,  that  Chloe 
*'  and  I  would  ftudy  her  fat;isfadtion  and  plea- 
*'  fure  in  every  inftance." 

•— "  Good 
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"  Good  Heavens  !     What  could   yoa 

*'  propofe  by  that  ?  You  could  never  think  fhc 
"  vv'ould  be  mean,  or  mad  enough,  to  ac- 
"  cept  of  fuch  an  Invitation  ;  an  invitation, 
*<  that  only  added  infult  to  the  ill-treatment 
''  you  had  given  her  before.'* 

"  Accept  of  it !  No,  I  neither  expelled  nor 
"  defn-ed  that.     I  had  fchemes  of  a  very  diffe- 
"  rent  kind  in  view.     I  know  you  have  never 
"  fufpeiSled  me,  for  forming  any  deep  defigns  5 
"  but  this  will  convince  you  of  the  contrarv. 
"  This  Letter,  little  as  you  think  of  it,  will 
*'  ferve  two  very  important  purpofes.     It  will 
"  prevent  my  wife  from  obtaining  a  feparate 
'*  maintenance  out  of  my  cftate  j    for,  as  it  is 
*'  her  duty  to  follow  me  wherever  I  pleafe,  (Hg 
*'  cannot  now  pretend  that  I  have  abandoned 
"  her  :    and,  on  the  other  hand,    it  gives  me 
"  an  opportunity,  at  this  and  any  other  time, 
''  to  get  rid  of  my  miftrefs's  company,  by  telJ- 
*'  ing  her,  that  my  invitation  is  accepted  ;    for 
*'  {he  would  fly  to  the  extremity  of  the  globe 
*'  rather  than  meet  her.    He  !  What  think  you 
*'  now  ?  Am  not  I  a  good  politician  ?  Egad,  I 
*'  always  miftook  my  talents  ;    if  I  had  applied 
**  myfeif  in  time,  I  might  have  been  prime  m,i- 
"  nifter  before  now.   Ha  !  ha  !  ha  !  " — 

''  If  you  were  confcious  of  this  incon- 

*'  flancy  in  your  temper,  how  came  you  to 
"  marry?  That  fhould  have  been  the  lad  thing 
"  I  w  ulr?  have  done." 

^"  That  is  very  true.      But   Sir   Jdri 

"  Brute's  reafon  was  mine.  I  wanted  to  go  to 
"  bed  to  her,  and  flie  would  not  confent  on 
"  any  other  terms  :  the  confequence  of  v/hich 
^*  was,  that  when  my  end  y/as  obtained,  I  grew 

"  tired 
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*•'  tired  of  my  bargain,  and  fo  turned  foldier  to 

*'  get  quit  of  it." 

"  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  you  fay  this. 

"  I  always  underftood  that  you  had  other  mo- 
"  tives  for  your  military  turn  ;  an  ambition  of 
*'  command,  and  thirft  for  glory." 

"'  Very  true.     Glory  and  command  are 

*'  pretty  things,  to  be  fure ;  but  they  are  not 
^'  equally  the  pailion  of  all  people.  Your  good 
*'  luck  in  lofmg  your  wife,  made  me  hope  that 
*'  my  turtle  would  have  broken  her  heart,  in- 
"  the  fame  manner  3  but  fhe  was  not  fo  oblig- 
*■'  ing  ]  and  therefore  I  have  tried  this  method 
"  of  preferring  another  publickly  to  her.  I 
*'  know  the  force  of  female  vanity;  and  if  this 
"  fcheme  fhould  luckily  fucceed,  V\\  give  up  my 
*'  hopes  of  a  truncheon,  and  retire  as  Scipio 
*'  and  other  g4-eat  men  have  done.  If  I  once 
'*  get  my  neck  out  of  the  yoke,  I'll  take  care 
**  how  I  thruft  it  in  again,  or  even  enter  into  - 
"  any  conne6lion  that  I  cannot  break  v/hen  I 
*'  pleafe,  without  being  obliged  to  have  recourfe 
"  to  this  expedient.  No  !  No  !  I  am  not  quite  ■ 
'*  fo  fond  of  glory  as  you  are.  I  can  be  con- 
"  tent  at  home;  that  is,  v/hen  I  am  mafter  of 
*'  my  own  houfe." 

''  Is  it  polTible-thatyoucan  beferious  ?  This 
*'  is  fo  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  all  your 
•'friends,  that  1  mufl  believe  you  onlyjelK 
''  Your  birth  and  fortune  give  you  a  title  to  the 
"  hi2;hefl:  employments  in  the  ftate,-  in  what- 
*' ever  capacity  you  chofe  to  apply  yourfelf  j 
*'  and  we  all  thought,  that  prefering  the  mili- 
*'  tary,  as  the  moft  honourable,  you  had  come 
^'  hither  to  qualify  yourfelf  for  them," 

--'*Ayel 
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— -"  Aye  !  as'  you  have  done  !  And  pray, 
'  what  are  you  the  better  ?  In  reward  of  all 
'  your  fatigues  and  dangers,  you  have  the  ho- 
'  nour  to  be  put  under  the  command  of  a  fo- 
'  reigner,  who  would  not  prefume  to  put  him-- 
'  felf  upon  a  level  with  you  in  any  other  light; 
'  and  laughs  at  you  in  his  fleeve,  for  your  con- 
'  defcenfion.  Very  fine  encouragement,  true- 
'  ly  !  No !  No  !  Let  the  poor  fight  for  pay,  you 
'  and  I  want  it  not;  and  all  the  real  advantages 
'  of  honour  our  anceftors,    bleffings  on  their 

*  memory  for  their  pains,  have  tranfmitted  to  us. 
^  Let  us  then  enjoy  the  happinefs  that  is  in  our 

*  pofifefiion,  and  not  lofe  the  fubftance  thus, 
'  to  grafp  at  the  fhadow.'* 

The  other,  who  had  liftened  to  him  before 
with  contempt,  was  fo  ftruck  with  the  latter 
part  of  his  difcourfe,  that  he  rode  away  abrupt- 
ly to  avoid  hearing  any  more  of  it. 

CHAP.     III. 

A  toilet  fet  out  in  a  ntw  fc.fie.  The  advantage  of 
knowing  how  to  play  cne  inconvenience  againji 
another-^  with  an  inter  efting  injiance  of  love  and 
honour  in  the  modern  Jiyle, 

TH I S  extraordinary  converfation  raifing  my 
curiofity  to  fee  the  fair  female  who  bad 
originally  been  the  fubjedl  of  it,  I  follow  cd  her 
lover,  while  his  leader  was  prep:;iiiig  for  his 
expedition. 

She  was  fitting  alone  in  his  teat,  in  a  iitua- 

tion 
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tion  not  eafy  to  be  defcrlbed.  Educated  in  the 
lap  of  luxury,  fhe  had  multiplied  the  wants  of 
nature  ten-thoufand-fold ;  and  required  aflift- 
ance  every  moment  for  neceffities  created  by 
caprice.  Though  her  lover's  fortune  placed 
her  above  the  real  diftrefTes  of  fuch  a  place, 
and  fupplied  her  with  moft  of  the  convenien- 
cies,  as  well  as  all  the  necefTaries  of  life,  (he 
had  numberlefs  artificial  occafions,  which  habit 
had  made  in  a  manner  indifpenfible  to  her,  and 
which,  as  it  was  impoflible  to  provide  for  then, 
in  fuch  a  vague  unfettled  ftate,  fhe  exerted  as 
much  contrivance  to  fupply,  as  had  firft  enabled 
human  ingenuity  to  find  out  the  moft  important 
conveniencies  of  life ;  though  with  this  elTen- 
tial  difference,  that  as  the  end  v/as  fantaftic 
here,  the  means  neceflarily  appeared  ridiculous. 

We  found  her  at  her  toilet,  which  was  a 
fiimpter-trunk,  fet  upon  one  end,  and  covered 
with  a  foul  fhirt.  On  this  flie  had  placed  a 
pocket- mirrour,  and  on  each  fide  of  that  a  row 
of  phials,  and  gallipots  filled  with  colours, 
cofmetic  pafte  and  wafhes  which  fhe  always 
carried  about  her.  Her  combs  and  brufhes  were 
fet  out  on  the  faucers  fhe  had  juft  been  ufmg 
for  breakfaft.  Her  fhoes  and  ftockings  lay  on  . 
the  bed,  which  was  alfo  her  feat ;  and  to  wafli 
herfelf,  fhe  made  ufe  of  an  utenfil,  v*^hich  had 
been  placed  under  it  for  another  occafi,on.  With 
this  apparatus,  all  fet  in  form,  flie  was  as  atten- 
tively bufy  at  the  important  v/ork  of  drefling,  as 
if  fhe  was  going  to  make  her  appearance  at  a 
drawing-room.  Her  lover's  entrance  inter- 
rupted her.  "  Fie,  Damon^  (faid  fhe,  blufhlng 
"  at  the  ridiculous  figure  fhe  made)  how  can 
"you  intrude  fo  rudely  into  a  lady's  ruelle? 

'*  You 
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<'  You  fee  I  have  fet  out  my  toilet.  The  bed 
"  and  the  trunk  fer'.e  for  every  thing.  Dumb 
"  waiters  are  fometimes  moitconveriienti  huh. 

"hah!  hah!"  %';■ 

The  moment  I  faw  her,  I  could  perceive  that 
this  gaiety  was  all  affed^ed ;  that,  ficlc  at  heart,^ 
fhe  ^cw  to  levity  for  relief  from  the  torture  of 
refledion.  Such  a  ruin  was  fufEcient  to  raiie 
companion  in  any  mind  not  utterly  loft  to  every 
fenfe  of  humanity,  as  well  as  virtue.  She  v/as 
juft  entered  into  the  prime  of  life ;  her  form  ele- 
oant  and  ftriking  ;  and  her  features,  if  not 
faultlefsly  beautiful,  yet  glowing  with  fuch  luxu- 
riant health,  fuch  animated  fenfibility,  as  had 
the  efFea:  of  the  moft  perfc6l  beauty.  But 
in  her  prefent  fituation,  all  thefe  charms  ap- 
peared to  difadvantage.  A  gloom  of  confcious 
guilt  overcaft  her  fmiies  ;  and^amidft  all  her 
mirth  and  endearments,  fhe  was  afliamed  to 
look  up,  and  meet  the  eye  of  the  very  author 
of  her  ihame. 

When  Ihe  had  forced  out  the  laugh  with 
which  file  concluded  the  above  fpeech,  her 
Damon,  fmiling  with  an  air  of  indifference, 
"  Neceffity  is  the  mother  of  invention,  my  dear 
"  Chioe;  (faidhe)  and  yours  feemstohave  been 
"  well  fet  to  work.  But  I  come  to  tell  you  fome 
"  news  that  I  fear  will  interrupt  you.  I  am 
"  ordered  out  upon  adion  diredly ;  and  as  it 
"  is  like  to  be  a  warm  aftair,  I  think  it  is  bet- 
"  ter  to  provide  for  your  fafety  before  I  go, 
"  for  fear  of  any  thing's  happening  to  me. 
"  You  would  be  horridly  at  a  lofs  by  your- 
"  fclf,  in  fuch  a  place  as  this,  if  I  fhould  be 
"  killed." 

She  ilarted  at  the  mention  of  a6lion  ;  but  his 

laft 
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Jaft  words  ftruck  her  with  terrors  too  ftrong- 
for  her  to  bear.  For  fome  moments  fhe  flood 
like  the  ftatue  of  horror,  unable  to  move  or 
fpeakj  KlitJier  very  fears  at  length  gave  her  ut- 
terance. '^"Gocd  heaven !  (exclaimed  fhe)  What 
"  dofyou  mean  ?  What  action  can  you  be  or- 
dered into  that  fhould  endanger  your  life  ? 
Did  you  not  promife  me,  that  you  would 
quit  this  accurfed  life  diredlly  ?  Did  you  not 
prevail  upon  me  to  come  here  with  you,  on- 
ly that  you  might  lay  dov/n  your  commifTion 
without  difrcpute  ?.  You  cannot,  fhall  not, 
think  of  going  into  any  adlion  !  You  mufl 
come  away  this  m.oment." 

• *'That  was  my  defign,  my  dear,  if  it 

had-  not  been  for  this  unlucky  affair ;  but 
now  it  is  impofTible  for  metoflir.  If  1  re- 
turn, I  will  that  moment  lay  down  ;  but  I 
cannot  pofTibly  do  it  fooner.  It  would  be 
an  eternal  blot  upon  my  honour." 

"  Honour  !  (returned  flie,  with  a  figh^ 

that  feemed  to  burft  her  heart)  How  can  you 
mention  that  word  to  me  ?  If  you  are  refolved 
to  go,  I  will  wait  the  event  here.  Should 
you  be  brought  back  wounded,  my  care  may 
not  be  unnecefTary  !  If  worfe  fhould  happen, 
the  horrors  I  fliall  fuffer  till  I  receive  the 
account,  will  compleat  my  averfion  to  life, 
and  make  me  glad  to  follow  you.  I  have 
now  no  bufmefs  in  this  world  without  you." 
The  agony  in  which  fhe  faid  this  would  have 
melted  any  other  heart;  but  he  felt  it  not... 
Finding  her  proof  to  this  argument,  he  there- 
fore had  recourfe  to  his  laft  expedient.  "  I  am. 
*'  much  obliged  to  you,  my  dear,  (faid  he,  quite 
'*  unmoved)  for  your  kind  intentions  to  take 

care 
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*^  care  of  me;  but  I  hope  I  fhall  not.  want  it. 
"  Befide,  there  is  another  thing,  which  embar- 
"  raflc's  me  a  o-ood  deal.  I  have  iuft  received 
*'  an  account,  that  my  wife,  out  of  her  exam- 
*'  plary  love  and  duty,  has  accepted  my  invi- 
*'  tation,  and  is  coming  to  us  dire6lly." 

"  l^o  us  !  (anfwered  fhe,  alarmed  almofl  to 
"diflraaion)  Is  it  poiTible  ?  What  fhall  we  do? 
"  Where  fhall  I  fly!  I  never  can,  never  will  fee 
*'  her.  I  had  rather  die  ten  thoufand  deaths, 
"  than  look  her  in  the  face." 

*'  To  be  fure,  I  allow  it  mufl  be  rather 

*'  aukward  ;  but  the  mifchief  is,  I  cannot  tell 
*'  how  you  will  avoid  it,  if  j^ou  flay  here." 

— "  You  mufl  write  to  her  peremptorily,  this 
*'  moment,  not  to  come;  and  when  you  leave 
*'  this  place,  take  a  different  roijte  jfr^  what 
*'  you  intended,  for  fear  fhe  fliould.'*t?qt  obey 
*'  you."  ^^'^ 

— **  Aye !  but  the  worfl  is,  I  don't  know  where 
"  to  diredl:  to  her.  She  fet  out  immediately,  on 
*'  receipt  of  my  letter ;  and  as  the  pofl  is  obliged 
*'  to  come  fo  far  about,  for  fear  of  being  inter- 
*'  cepted  by  the  enemy,  and  fhe  travels  with 
*'  pafTports  the  fhorteft  way,  fhe  may  be  here 
*'  this  evenino",  for  aucrht  I  know  :  and  then  it 
**  would  be  fo  grofs  an  abufe  not  to  fee  her, 
*'  even  after  her  undergoing  the  fatigue  of  fuch 
*'  a  journey,  at  my  exprefs  defire,  that  I  can- 
"  not  avoid  waiting  for  her.  Decency  at  leaft 
*'  mufl  be  obfcrved." 

•    ' "  Decency !    How  can  you  infult  me 

"  by  mentioning  fuch  a  word?  I  flighted  that, 
**  and  every  thing  elfe,  for  you.  Had  I  paid 
*'  any  regard  to  decency,!  fhould  not  have  been 
**  here  now  in  this  condition." 

<'  Nay, 
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■"  Nay,  for  the  matter  of  that,  my  dear. 


^'  I  am  not  much  behind  you.  1  fhev/ed  as 
"  httle  refpeifl"  to  thofe  things  for  your  fiike  as 
*'  you  could  for  mine.  But  let  us  not  enter 
"  into  fruitleis  difputes.  What  are  you  re- 
"  folved  to  do  ?  for  i  mufl  march  within  this 
''  hour." 

"^Honour!  decency!  But  I  am  juftly 

*'  ferved.  What  am  I  refolved  to  do!  Sayra- 
"  ther  what  you  intend  to  do  with  me,  and  do 
"  not  torture  me  any  longer  in  this  manner ; 
''  for  I  fee  plainly  enough,  that  my  prefence  is 
"  a  pain,  which  you  want  to  get  rid  of  at  any 
*'  rate.     Honour  !  juft  heaven  !  " 

"  V/hy  child,  if  you  are  determined  to 

~'*'  think  fo,  it  is  in  vain  to  reafon  with  you. 
*'  You  fhall  do  juft  as  you  pleafe ;  either  go 
*'  or  ftay.  What  I  meant  to  propofe  v/as  this  : 
"  You  remember  your  old  friend,  v/ho  took  a 
''  frolick  with  Ifi/l  Buck  two  or  three  years 
"  ago.  She  lives  in  a  very  pretty  retired  man- 
"  ner,  in  a  neutral  town,  about  twenty  miles 
*'  from  hence.  Now,  if  you  approve  of  it,  it 
*'  would  be  no  bad  fcheme  for  you,  to  go  and 
*'  pay  her  a^  vifit,  till  we  fee  how  things  go.  I 
*'  am  fure  ihe  will  be  very  well  pleafed  to  fee 
"  you ;  and  there  you  will  be  free  from  the  in- 
*'  conveniencies,  and  fafe  from  the  dangers  of 
*'  a  camp ;  and  near  enough  for  me  to  flep  to 
*'  you  as  often  as  i  can  fpare  a  moment.  I'll 
*^  write  a  letter  to  Will  about  it  direftly  ;  and 
*'  as  I  know  his  finances  are  not  in  the  beft 
*'  fituation,  I  make  no  doubt  but  he'll  be  very. 
"  glad  of  your  flaying  there  as  long  as  you 
*'  pleafe  ;  for  you  fhall  have  money  enough,  to 
''  bear  all  the  expence.     I  would  not  let  you 

*'  be 
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''  be  under  obii  ;ation  to  any  one.  Well,  what 
*'  think  you  of  my  fcheme  ?  Was  It  not  a  lucky 
"  thought?  You  and  jQie  were  very  intimate 
"  formerly,  and  \yill  now  be  the  mofl  proper 
''  and  agreeable  companions  for  each  other.'* 

It  is  impoflible  to  defcribe  the  different  paf- 
fions  which  were  painted  in  her  face,  while  he 
was  making  this  propofal.  She  knew  him  too 
well  to  take  fuch  a  rational  fcheme  for  a  fud- 
dcn  thought ;  and  concluded  from  thence,  that 
he  was  fatiated  with  her  company,  and  had 
forjned  a  premeditated  defign  to  get  rid  of  her  ; 
to  facilitate  which  he  had  firft  made  a  pretence 
of  his  being  ordered  into  a£tion,  and  when  that 
did  not  take  effe6l,  forged  this  ftory  of  his  wife's 
coming;  for,  notwithftanding  her  diftrefs,  ihe 
had  obllrved  the  many  inconfiftencies  in  what 
he  faid.  However,  her  pride  would  npt  permit 
her  to  difcover  her  fufpicions,  as  it  would  look 
like  ftrivlng  to  force  herfelf  longer  upon  him. 

"  When  you  are  refolved,  (anfwered  fhe, 
*'  with  a  mofl  exprc/Hve  look)  I  have  nothing 
*'  left  but  to  obey.  Give  orders  for  my  going, 
''•f  iliall  foon  be  ready.  All  places  are  indif- 
*'  ferent  to  me,  and  all  companions  equally  dif- 
*■''  agreeable.  iVly  own  thoughts  will  afford  mc 
"  company  enough.  I  leave  you  to  yours." 
"  My  deareft  girl,  (replied  he,  more  pleafed 
at  her  compliance  than  affecled  at  the  man- 
ner of  it)  what  I  proj^ofe  is  for  the  beft.  I 
only  fludy  your  convenience  and  fatisfa61ion. 
If  you  can  think  of  any  other  way,  I  am  rea- 
dy to  do  it." 

"  I  have  no  power  to  think  !   I  wifh  I 

*'  ne\'er  could  !    But  let  me  be  gone.     I  have 
'*  llald  too  long  already.     Let  me  not  interfere 

''  with 
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*'  with  your  regard  to  decency  and  honour." 

-Saying  this,    {lie  dire<3:ly  huddled  on  her 

travelling  habit,  while  he  went  to  'order  his 
chaife  to  the  door  of  his  tent. 

When  he  had  done  this,  he  returned  to  give 
her  fome  neceflary  inftruclions  for  her  journey, 
and  palliate  the  offence  he  had  given  her,  by 
careffes  and  profellions  of  love  and  conilancy. 
She  beared  him  with  the  moft  contemptuous 
filence  ;  and  taking  a  purfe  of  gold,  which  he 
gave  her,  with  an  air  of  indignation  flung 
into  the  chaife  the  moment  it  arrived,  without 
fpeaking  a  word,  or  making  the  leaft  return  to 
his  fondnefs. 

The  fpirit  which  fhe  fhewed  on  this  occa- 
fion  was  evidently  raifed  by  refentm.ent ;  and 
of  courfe  could  not  laft  long.  Indeed  flie  was 
fcarce  able  to  fupport  it  till  fhe  got  into  the 
chaife,  where  (he  melted  into  a  flood  of  tears 
before  fhe  was  out  of  fight.  Her  lover  faw  her 
diftrefs  ;  but  the  joy  he  felt  at  being  freed  from 
her  company,  prevented  his  feeling  any  con- 
cern at  it.  He  fhrugged  up  his  fhoulders  in 
fclf-complacency  ;  and,  hugging  himfelf  on  his 
deliverance,  prepared  to  attend  his  commander 
At  the  appointed  hour. 


CHAP- 
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CHAP.     IV. 

JVar  !  Horrid  ivar  I  They'll  never  want  employ^ 
?nent  who  think  thcmfehes  well  paid  for  their 
pains  with  a  mouthful  ofrnoon-Jhine,  The  great 
channel  offecret  intelligence. 

THERE  was  fomething  fo  deliberately 
bale  in  the  whole  condu6l  of  this  perfon, 
that  I  left  him  with  the  highcfl:  cojitempt,  and 
returned  to  his  commander,  who  v/as  by  this 
time  ready  to  wait  upon  the  general  to  receive 
his  orders. 

The  moment  he  entered  the  tent,  the  gene- 
ral arofe,  and,  difmifTing  every  other  perfon 
prefent,  received  him  with  the  highell  lefpedl. 
"  Well,  my  friend,  (faid  he)  I  am  now  ready 
"  to  communicate  to  you  the  plan  which  I  have 
"  formed  ;  but  it  will  be  proper  that  the  per- 
■"  fon  for  whom  you  defign  the  honour  of  the 
"  command,  fhould  be  prefent." 

"  He  is  prefent,  if  your  highnefs  makes  no 
*'  objedion  to  him.  I  know  that  all  your  plans 
"  are  formed  with  judgment ;  and  as  your  more 
"  than  ufual  earneftnefs  about  this  fhews  it  to 
*'  be  of  importance,  fhall  be  proud  of  having 
*'  the  execution  of  it  entrufted  to  my  care." 

"  You,   my  friend  !    I  know  not  what 

*^'  to  fay;  I  cannot  fpare  you  from  my  fide.  I 
''  want  your  advice  every  moment.  At  the 
^  "  fame  time,  I  am  unwilling  to  rob  you  of 
"  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  fo  much  glory. 
"  Here  is  the  intelligence  I  have  received,  and 
2  "  here 
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''  here  is  the  fcheme  I  laid  down  upon  it.  You 
"  will  examine  them,  and  alter  any  thing  you 
•^  don't  approve,  as  circumftances  may  require. 
"  To  you  I  give  a  difcretionary  power,  to  a6t 
*'  as  you  fee  proper.  Had  I  known  you  would 
''  have  gone,  I  jChould  not  have  drawn  any  par- 
"  ticular  diredlions.  Go  j  and  fuccefs  await 
«  you." 

The  other  received  this  diftinguifhed  mark 
of  confidence  and  favour  with  the  higheft  plea- 
fure  ;  and,  taking  leave  of  the  general,  haftened 
away  to  join  his  troops,  who  were  by  this  time 
drawn  out  ready  to  march.  As  foon  as  he  had 
taicen  a  view  of  them^  he  opened  his  inflruc- 
tions  ;  and  looking  them  over,  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  his  men,  with  whom  he  marched  all 
niffht,  throup-h  woods  and  morafles  deemed  im- 
paflible,  and  at  day-break  found  himfelf  juft  be- 
fore a  quarter  of  the  enemy,  who,  confiding 
in  the  diftance  and  natural  ftrength  of  their 
fituation,  had  neglected  to  fortify  them- 
felves,  and  expected  nothing  lefs  than  to  be 
ttiicked. 

The  difficulties  of  the  march  had  fatigued  his 
troops  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  appeared  next 
to  madnefs  to  let  them  attack  an  enemy  great- 
ly fuperior  to  them  in  number.  But  their  ar- 
dour was  fuch,  that  they  defpifed  every  advan- 
tage, and  demanded  to  be  inftantlyled  on.  The 
proper  improvement  of  that  enthufiafm  is  gene- 
rally decifive.  The  commander  therefore  in- 
dulged their  impetuofity,  coni-iding  in  their  va- 
lour ;  and  convinced  that  his  fafety  and  fuccefs 
equally  depended  upon  furprize,  if  he  failed  of 
which,  it  would  be  abfclutely  impofTible  for  him 
even  to  make  a  retreat  in  the  condition  they 

wer€ 
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were  in,  through  fuch  difficulties  as  tliey  had 
-flruggled  v/ith  in  coming. 

Scenes  like  this  are  impoilible  to  be  particu- 
larly defcribed.  Accuftomed  to  conquer,  they 
made  their  onfet  with  a  refoluti®n  that  bore 
down  all  before  them.  In  the  confufion  un- 
avoidable on  fuch  occafions,  their  enemies  fled 
at  the  firft  impulfe,  imagining  they  were  attack- 
ed by  the  whole  army,  while  the  .vidlors  made 
an  heavy  /laughter  of  all  who  had  no  time  to 
cfcape. 

Had  they  Hopped  here,  the  advantage  would 
have  been  important.  But  hurried  on  by  their 
natural  ardour,  and  fiuflicd  befide  with  fnccefs, 
they  purfued  the  fugitives,  who.by  this  time  had 
recovered  from  their  firii  furprize,  and  formed 
upon  an  eminence,  not  very  far  from  their  late 
camp.  The  action  now  was  really  dreadful. 
The  afiailants  were  feveral  times  repulfed  witii 
fevere  lofs,  and  owed  their  fuccefs  at  lafi:  to  aa 
effort  of  meer  defpair,  being  determined,  to  a 
man,  to  die  rather  than  have  their  vi61:ory 
fnatchci  thus  out  of  their  hands. 

Their  lofs  in  this  afFair  equalled. that  of  their 
enemies,  in. the  furprize  of  their  entrenchments, 
and  amounted  to  more  than  half  their  number  ; 
but  they  remained  maflers  of  the  field,  the  ho- 
nour of  which  they  looked  upon  as  a  rccom- 
pence  for  all. 

On  their  return  to  the  army  the  general  ir\tt 
them,  and  em.bracing  the  leader,  congratulated 
him  on  the  glory  of  his  victory;  and  thanking 
the  men,  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  fent  them 
away  happy  ;  v/hile  he  pleafed  himfelf  with  the 
fuccefs  of  his  fcheme,  which  gave  him  the  ap- 
pearance of  doing  foniething,  flattered  his  em- 

VcL.II.  C  ployers 
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ployers  with  Imaginary  advantages,  and  raifed 
his  merit  with  them ;  at  the  fame  time,  that  in 
reahty  it  ferved  rather  to  protradl  than  deter- 
mine the  war,  by  infpiring  each  party  with  a 
defire  of  revenging  fo  equal  a  lofs.  However, 
it  was  deemed  ilifiicient  by  him  to  be  made  the 
fubje6l  of  congratulatory  meflages  to  the  fo- 
vereign  under  whom  he  ferved,  and  all  the 
powers  confederate  with  him. 

I  was  fo  lick  of  this  mercenary  method  of 
making  war,  by  which  the  miferies  of  that 
fcourge  of  mankind  were  fo  highly  aggravated, 
that  1  refolved  to  quit  this  army  directly,  and 
fee  whether  that  of  the  enemy,  oppofed  to  it, 
was  conducted  in  a  more  rational  manner. 

I  have  faid  that  my  guide  had  given  me 
power  to  tranfport  myfelf,  by  a  bare  a6l  of  my 
will,  wherever  I  pleafed.  Though  this  was  necef- 
ilitily  a  great  advantage  in  many  inftances,  there 
were  yet  fomecircumilances  attending  it,  which 
made  mt  chufe  to  decline  making  ufe  of  it,  ex- 
cept upon  extraordinary  occafions.  The  in- 
ftantaneous  tranfition  from  one  fcene  to  another, 
diftant  and  unconnected,  was  fo  unufual  to  me, 
that  it  left  a  chafni  in  my  mind,  and  made  me 
for  fome  time  at  a  lofs  to  comprehend  the  things 
before  me,  for  want  of  the  introdudlion  of  en- 

terino*  g-radually  into  them.     This  I  had  expe- 

1  1  • 

rienced  more  than  once,  when  at  any  tnne  my 

guide  ufed  to  turn  my  eye  fuddenly  and  without 
fome  previous  preparation,  to  any  new  fcene  in 
the  review  I  made  under  his  Immediate dire6lion. 
For  this  reafon  I  refolved,  when  It  was  pofTible, 
to  take  the  opportunity  of  accompanying  fome 
perfon,  wherever  1  had  a  mind  to  go,  whofe  bu- 
fmefs  would  ferve  as  a  clue,  to  introduce  and  di- 
rect 
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x'ecl  me  without  perplex  it}^  or  confufion;  by  which 
method  i  had  alTo  the  advantage  of  obferving 
feveral  things  worthy  of  notice,  in  the  countries 
through  which  I  pafl'ed,  which  would  have 
efcaped  me  if  I  only  flew  over  them  in  the  other 
way. 

For  fuch  a  guide  and  companion  I  was  not 
long  at  a  lofs.     The  general  that  very  evening 
held  a  council  of  war,  the  refolutions  of  which 
two  of  the  members  could  not  refrain    from 
talking  over  that  night,  after  fupper.     Not  fuf- 
pe6ling  that  they  w^ere   overheard,    they  can- 
valil'd  all  that  had  palled  very  freely,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  their  converfation  mentioned  feveral 
matters  of  the  greatefl:  importance  to  be  kept  fe- 
cret.  This  the  valet  de  chambre  of  him  in  whofc 
tent  they  were  was  not  inattentive  to.     He  was 
a  native  of  the  enemy's  country,  and^  retained 
by  them   to  procure  intelligence  of  every  thing 
that  happened  in  the  army  where  he  was.     Ac- 
cordingly he  placed  himfclf  where  he  could  dif- 
tini?l:ly  hear  all  that  v/as  faid  ;    and   pretending 
fleep,  to  avoid  the  danger  of  dcte£lion,  liilened 
to  their  difcourfe  with  the  greatell  attention. 

As  foon  as  they  feparated,  and  he  had  put 
his  mafler  to  bed,  he  wrote  an  exa61:  account 
of  all  that  he  had  over-heard ;  and  giving 
his  letter  to  one  of  his  aflbciates,  who  paiTed  for 
no  more  than  a  coirmon  purveyor  to  the  camp, 
charged  him  to  deliver  it  as  directed,  with  the 
utmoft  expedition,  as  it  was  of  the  highefl  im- 
portance ;  and  this  experienced  perfon  I  re- 
Iblved  to  accompany. 


C  2  CHAP. 
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C  H  A  P.     V. 

ne  longe/i  way  about  is  often  the  near  eft  way  home* 
The  pleafure  of  cotnparing  notes  creates  friendflnp 
in  affu£lion,     A  new  f pedes  of  knight-errantry. 


■^  H  E  armies  lay  fo  near  each  other  that  my 
guide  might  Ibon  have  performed  his  er- 
rand, could  he  have  gone  diredlly  vi^ith  fafety. 
Inftead  of  that,  to  avoid  every  fufpicion,  he  took 
diametrically  the  contrary  way,  defigning,  when 
he  fhould  be  out  of  danger  of  being  obferved,  to 
make  a  turn,  and  go  by  a  fafer  though  more  dif- 
tant  courfe. 

I  fnall  not  attempt  to  defcribe  the  country 
through  which  we  travelled.  Could  the  mofl  am- 
bitious  power  that  ever  waged  a  war  view  fuch 
a  fcene  with  the  difpafiionate  eye  of  reafon  but 
for  one  moment,  it  would  ftrike  his  heart  with 
horror,  and  make  him  defift  from  purfuits  fode- 
flru6live  to  his  kind. 

The  iirft  place  we  flopped  at  happened  to  be 
the  tov/n  to  which  the  officer  had  fent  his  mif- 
trefs,  as  I  have  faid  before,  under  a  pretext  of 
her  avoiding  his  wife.  I  fliould  have  taken  no- 
tice, that  in  the  courfe  of  the  a£i:ion  he  had 
often  repented  of  not  taking  her  advice,  and 
wifned  himfelf  to  be  in  fafety  with  her;  though 
when  it  v/as  over,  his  heart  exulted  fo  much  in 
the  fuccefs,  that  for  fome  time  he  could  think 
of  nothing  but  war  and  glory.  Indeed  his  be- 
haviour had  been  fuch  as  in  a  great  meafure  re- 
covered 
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covered  the  efteem  of  his  leader  ;  and  with  the 
reft  of  the  army,  who  have  a  partiality  for  the 
indulgence  of  pa/lion,  and  are  particularly  fmit- 
ten  with  the  more  fliewy  virtues,  totally  obli- 
terated his  reproach. 

As  we  entered  the  town,  I  accidentally  faw 
her  at  a  window,  and  my  fellow-traveller  flop- 
ping for  refrefhment,  I  took  that  opportunity  to 
fee  how  fhc  liked  her  prefentfituation.  AV'hen 
I  joined  her,  fhe  and  her  friend  were  going  to 
take  a  walk  in  their  garden. 

There  was  fomething  particularly  flriking  in 
the  appearance  of  the  latter.  Tho'  Ihe  had  never 
been  a  regular  beauty,  and  now  had  loft  a  good 
deal  of  the  bloom  of  youth,  it  was  impoflible  for 
man  to  behold  her  without  defire  ;  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  fire  which  flaflied  from  her  eyes 
fhe  wed  that  fhe  felt  all  the  paiTions  fhe  infplrcd. 
A  nmilarity  in  their  circumftances  had  very  foon 
improved  their  former  acquaintance  into  that 
degree  of  intimacy  which  is  commonly  called 
friendfhip.  When  they  were  feated  in  an  ar- 
bour at  the  bottom  of  the  garden,  "I  wonder, 
*' madam,  (faid  the  ladyof  the  houfe)  that  you 
*'  have  had  no  account  from  your  friend,  lince 
"  this  adlion.  Public  report  lays  it  was  \ery 
"  warm;  but  as  no  particular  mention  is  made 
^'  of  him,  it  is  certain  he  has  come  off  fafe.  Of- 
*'  ficers  of  his  rank  are  never  overlooked." 

"  Indeed,  madam,  (anfwercd  the  other)  I 
**  know  not  what  to  attribute  it  to  but  the  le- 
"  vity  that  rules  all  his  anions.  I  am  out  of 
"  his  fight,  and  confequently  out  of  his  mind. 
"  But  1  have  no  right  to  complain.  I  dcferve 
"  It  all,  and  more,  for  being  fuch  a  dupe  to 
'•'  my  own  vanity  and  his  bafe  dcficrns,    as  to 

C  3  ^^     ''  think 
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think  I  could  fix  one  whofe  foul  is  incon- 
ftancy  itfelf.     My  eyes  are  at  length  opened 
to  my  folly.     I  deferve   to  be  (lighted  thus,  • 
aiid  deferted  in  a  ftrange  place." 

^'  Have  patience,  dear  madam  !  Do  not 

feek  for  imaginary  grievances.  It  is  impof- 
fible  he  can  defer't  you.  No  man  can  be  fo 
infennble  as  to  flight  fuch  charms.  The  hur- 
ry of  v/ar  is  above  our  conception,  and  often 
prevents  the  performance  of  the  duties  deareil 
to  the  heart." 

''  O  my  friend  !    you  are  too  good   ta-  . 

fcek  confolation  for  a  wretch  juft  finking 
into  defpair.  But  it  is  all  in  vain.  What 
bufincfs  had  he  with  war  ?  His  fortune  placed 
hini  above  the  common  motive  of  neceffity  ; 
and  he  afiiired  me  that  he  was  fick  of  the 
folly  of  ambition,  and  would  retire  to  fome 
private  place  in  Italy,  where  we  fhould  be  un- 
known, and  there  dedicate  his  life  to  \ov& 
and  happlnefs.  But  no  fooner  had  he  ob- 
tained his  bafe  ends  than  he  changed  his 
fcheme  ;  and  feigning  I  know  not  what  rea- 
foiis  about  layirig  down  his  commifiion  with 
credit,  and  fuch  idle  fluff,  he  led  me  hither, 
juft  tc  ihcw  me  about,  and  jnake  the  fhame 
of  my  being  cafl  off  the  more  notorious  and 
mortifying,  perhaps  to  enhance  its  merit, 
and  prepare  the  way  for  a  reconciliation  with 
his  wife,  which  his  writing  her  that  letter 
gives  me  fuificient  ground  to  think  he  is  not 
without  thoughts  of." 

^'  For  Ihame,    dear  madam  !    fummon 

up  your  refolution,  and  do  not  torture  your- 
{(^If  with  fuch  vain,  fuch  impoffible  appre- 
henfions.  I  know  your  good  fenfe,  and  would 

"not 
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"'  not  flatter  you.  A  reconciliation  with  hi^- 
*"'  wife  is  an  abfurd  thought.  Not  that  I  think 
•'  it  at  all  improbable,  on  her^part.  '1  he  foft 
*'  nature  of  our  fcx  can  forgive  any  thing  ;  but 
*"'  the  difficulty  lies  in  himfclf.  After  giving 
•"^  her  fuch  treatment,  he  can  never  forgive  her, 
"  can  never  believe  (he  is  fnicerely  reconciled ; 
"  and  therefore  will  hate  her  for  her  hypocri- 
"  fy,  and  be  always  in  fear  of  foine  fecret  rc- 
''  venge.  Or,  even  if  (he  fliould  convince  him 
*'  to  the  contrary,  the  contralt  between  her 
^*  conduct  and  hii;,  will  be  fo  mortifying  to  him,. 
'*■  and  give  her  fuch  a  fuperiority  in  his  own 
**  eyes,  that  he  will  never  be  able  to  bear  it; 
'*  and  mull  avoid  her  prefence,  to  preferve  his 
''  own  peace.  This^  my  dear,  is  your  fecuri- 
*'  ty  againft  this  worft  misfortune  poflible  ta 
"  happen  to  a  woman.  Shame,  poverty,  any 
"•  thing,  were  preferable  to  being  flighted  for  a 
''  wife." 

*'  What  an  infatuated  creature  was  I  to 

"  bring  myfelf  into  this  flate,  that  my  happi- 
^'^  nefs  muft  depend  on  fuch  a  bafe  foundation  ? 
"  Happinefs,  did  I  fay?  It  is  mifery;  the  fe- 
^'  vereft  mifery.  The  conftant  anxiety  and 
**  fears,  infeparable  from  fuch  a  flate  of  uncer- 
"  tainty,  are  worfe  than  any  a£tual  misfortune^ 
''  But  I  deferve  it  all.  I  am  inexcufable  in  the 
"  eyes  of  the  world,  and  odious  in  my  own, 
"  But  what  will  not  the  bafenefs  of  man  and 
'*  the  folly  of  woman  do  ? " 

*'  The  bafe  artifices  of  man   to  obtain 

"  his  ends,  and  his  fhamelefs  perfidy  after^ 
*' fhould  be  a  warning  to  our  fex ;  but 
"  Nature  ^  nature^  let  the  wife  fay  what  they 
''  Willi''  and  while  woman  has  vanity  and  de- 

C4  '    'Tires,. 
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''  ffres,  man  will  take  advantage  of  the  former, 
'^  to  flatter  her  into  the  gratification  of  thti 
*'  latter.  You  have  this  confolation,  howe- 
*'  ver,  that  your  cafe  is  notfmgular.  I  do  not 
■"  fay,  example  juftifies  a  wrong  adtion ;  but 
*-'  ftill  it  certainly  is  a  fatisfa6tion  to  think,  that 
"  others  have  fallen  into  as  great  errors  as  our- 
*'  felves  ;  that  v^re  are  not  the  worft  of  our  kind. 
^'  All  t\\z  folly  that  you  upbraid  yourfelf  for 
*'  have  I  been  guilty  of,  and  with  this  fevere 
*'  aggravation,  that  the  perfon  for  whom  I  made 
*'  fuch  a  facriiice  was  not  in  circumftances  even 
*'  to  delude  me  with  the  romantic  fchemes  of 
"  happinefs,  which  helped  to  turn  your  head, 
''  but  was  forced  by  neceifity  to  apply  himfelf 
"  to  the  horrid  trade  of  war  for  fubfiflence ;  fo 
■•'  that  the  pain  of  his  abfence,  and  the  fear  of 
*'  lofmg  him,  were  heightened  by  the  dreadful 
*'  apprchenfion  of  being  reduced  to  dependence 
"  on  the  friends,  whofe  refentment  I  had  fo 
*'  juftly  provoked,  if  any  thing  fhould  happen  to 
*'  him.  Yet  all  this  have  time  and  reflexion  re- 
**  conciled  me  to,  and  taught  me  to  fubmitwith- 
"  out  regret  to  a  fate  which  I  can't  remedy. 

"  But?  let  us  drop  this  difagreeable  and  fruit- 
''  lefs  fubjedt.  My  intercourfe  with  my  native 
*'  country  is  fo  little,  that  I  had  not  even  heard 
"  of  your  affair  till*my  friend  fent  me  the  plea- 
"  fmg  account  of  the  honour  defigned  me  by 
*'  your  company ;  and  then  without  any  parti- 
"  cular  circumftances,  which  he  either  was  un- 
*'  acquainted  with,  or  had  not  time  to  write. 
*'  As  I  imagine  there  muft  be  fomething  un- 
"  common  and  interefting  in  them,  1  fhall 
**  efteem  it  a  favour,  if  you  will  indulge  me 
**  with  the  relation  3    and  to  encourage  that 

con- 
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'■^confidence,  I  will  candidly  inform  you  of 
''  every  thing  concerning  myfelf,  the-account 
'*  of  which,  I  know,  has  been  greatly  and  mofr 
''  cruelly  mifrcprefented  ;  and  if  you  do  not  find' 
'^  much  entertainment  in  it,  you  certainly  will- 
*'  ample  confolation,  from  a  comparifon  of  my 
'^  cafe  with  yours.  Not  that  all  my  adven- 
"  tures  have  been  barren  of  matter  for  the  for- 
'*  mer  alfo,  now  that  the  danger  and  ridicule 
"  which  attended  them  at  the  time  are  over. 

"  You  feem  furprifed,  my  dear,  at  my  men- 
"  tioning  my  adventures  ;  but  ours  is  literally 
"  a  life  of  adventure  ;  and  the  moment  a  wo- 
"  man  takes  the  ftep  that  we  have  done,  (lie 
"  as  it  were  commences  knight-errant,  and  fal- 
"  lies  forth,  if  not  to  feek,  at  leafl  fubjecSt  to 
"  meet  adventures  wherever  {he  goes  ;  every 
"  man  who  thinks  it  worth  his  while  afluming 
"  a  right  to  make  his  attacks  upon  her  in  what 
"  manner  he  pleafes." 

CHAP.     VI. 

Hijiory  of  a  remarkahle  hody.  The  great  benefit  oj" 
polite  education^  with  the  force  of  good  exajnple. 
Common  occurrences  of  various  kinds ^  and  their 
natural  confequences. 

*"Tp  HERE  Is  nothing  more  abfurdly  un^ 
JL  generous  than  the  inve^rlvcs  levelled  at 
our  fex  indifcriminately,  and  without  inquiring 
into  the  nature  of  our  faults,  and  making  juft 
allowances  for  the  caufes  leading,  or  rather  in- 
deed impelling  us  to  them. 

C  S'  "The. 
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"  The  youth  of  man  is  devoted  to  profitable 
inilru^lion  ;  but  that  of  woman  to  initiation  in- 
to the  paths  of  ruin.  While  they  are  acquiring 
the  general  principles  of  knowledge,  or  learn- 
ing Tome  profefTion  for  the  exerclfe  and  ad- 
vancement of  their  future  lives^  we  are  taught 
nothing  but  trifles  ufelefs  in  themfclves,  and  if 
not  immediately  criminal,  yet  leading  indiredt- 
ly  to  every  crime,  by  turning  the  mind  upon 
wrong  purfuits,  and  weakning  all  its  pov/ers  by 
an  habit  of  idlenefs,  impoflible  ever  to  be  broken 
through  J  for  idlenefs,  my  dear  friend,  is  the 
bane  of  woman,  let  her  attribute  her  failings  to 
whatever  other  apparent  caufe  fhe  will. 

"  The  mofl  important  part  of  my  ftory  may 
be  comprifed  in  a  few  words.  You  are  ac- 
quainted with  my  family,  and  the  particular 
circumftances  of  it,  which  made  my  fituation 
more  critically  dangerous  even  than  that  of  the 
generality  of  my  fex  ;  a  danger  that  was  ftili 
heightened  by  other  circumftances  peculiar  to 
my feH,  and  which,  far  from  being  attended  tO; 
in  that  light,  and  gtlirded  agalnft-  with  proper 
care,  were  looked  upon  as  advantages,  and  ac^ 
cordingly  urged  to  their  utmoft  force. 

*'  Born  in  a  rank  that  placed  all  the  pleafures. 
of  life  within  my  reach,  and  bleffed  with  a  con- 
ftitution  equal  to  the  enjoyment  of  them,  I 
feemed  marked  out  for  the  attacks  of  man  ;  the 
luxuriance  of  my  health  kindling  allthepaflions 
of  nature,  before  reafon  could  gather  ftrength  to 
guide  and  keep  them  within  proper  bounds,  and 
the  liberties  allowed  by  faihion  giving  every  op- 
portunity for  their  gratification.  Such  an  apti- 
tude for  pleafure.  was  alfo  forwarded,  where  it 
fhould  have  met  with  reftraint. 

2.  "  There 
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"  There  are  fome  perfons  our  relation  to 
whom  makes  refpeaful  mention  of  them  a  du- 
ty, be  their  conducSl  what  it  wil] .  I  fhall  there- 
fore only  fay  that,  inftead  of  inftilling  the  prin- 
ciples of  virtue  by  precept,  and  enforcing  its 
praaice  by  example,  that  perfcn,  whofe  exam- 
p]e_  and  precepts  mull  have  had  the  greateft 
weight  with  me,  exerted  them  quite  the  contra- 
ry way,  turning  every  thing  ferious  into  ridi- 
cule, and  indulging  every  licentious  pafTion  in 
the  moft  public  manner.  The  conl'equence, 
-with  regard  to  me,,  may  be  eafily.cojicluded! . 
Inclined  by  nature  to  pleafure,  I  willingly  imi- 
tated the  pattern  fct  me  as  far  as  was  in  my 
power,  and  launched  into  every  excefs,  as  op- 
portunity  tempted  ;  and  if  I  paid  greater  reo;ard  • 
to  appearances,,  and  conduded  "myfelf  with 
more  referve,  it  was  not  from  any  reftraint  of 
principle;  but  becaufe  I  faw  that  fafhion  did 
not  authorife  the  fame  boundlcfs  liberty  in . 
youth,  as  it  did  in  more  advanced  life. 

"  But  this  referve  foon  began  to  be  very  un- 
eafy  to  me,  and  the  plcafurcs  I  enjoyed,  to  be 
confined  within  narrower  limits  than  I  liked. 
Ripened,  as  I  have  ilud,  by  the  luxuriance  of 
my  conftitution,  I  felt  all  the  warmeft  paflions 
of  my  fex  before  it  was  imagined  that  my  ten- 
der youth  was  capable  of  fuch  fenfations,  and  • 
was  treated  like  a  child  long  after  I  thou^^ht 
myfelf  a  woman.  The  difficulties  this  laid  me 
u^ider  were  often  very  didigreeable.  I  made 
every  explanation  that  \\'as  riot  a  direct  breach 
of  decency,  and  gave  hints  which  would  have 
been  readily  underftood  from  anyone  of  a  more 
advanced  age.  But,  to  my  fevere  mortification,  , 
all  was  attributed  to  nicer  imitation  3    and  Mifss 
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was  fignlficantly  faid  to  echoe  her  mama's 
words,  when  (he  would  much  rather  have  prac- 
tifed  her  adiions. 

"  At  length,  however,  I  was  relieved  from 
this  teazing  lituation,  by  one  of  thofe  accidents 
which  determine  the  fate  of  human  life.  As  I 
,  was  fitting  one  evening  at  an  afTembly,  fretting 
myfelf  to  death  to  fee  feveral  ladies,  whom  i 
looked  upon  as  my  inferiors  in  every  thing  but 
age,  taken  out  before  me,  an  officer,  who  read 
my  thoughts  and  was  refolved  to  have  fome 
amufement  with  me,  came  up  to  the  place  where 
I  fat,  and  entering  into  chat  with  a  young  lady 
who  was  with  me,  led  her  to  afk  him  if  he  did 
not  deiign  to  dance;  upon  which,  turning  to 
me  with  an  air  of  the  moO:  refpedlful  politenels, 
he  anfwered  that  he  would,  if  I  would  do  him 
the  favour  to  be  his  partner. 

"Such  a  preference,  though  to  one  of  my 
moft  intimate  acquaintances,  for  the  manner  in 
which  file  had  afkedthequeftion  was  a  plain  of- 
fer to  dance  with  him  herfelf,  was  too  pleafmg 
to  be  flighted.  I  aflented  moft  readily,  and  in 
the  height  of  my  fpirits  at  my  triumph,  gave 
fuch  plain  hints  of  the  ftate  of  my  inclinations,, 
that  he  foon  comprehended  them ;  and  being 
fomewhat  warm  with  wine,  m.ade  advances  to 
me  which  I  had  long  wifhed  for,  but  never  re- 
ceived before. 

"  The  impreffion  made  upon  us  by  a  firft  ap- 
plication is  hard  to  be  refifted.  For  my  part,  I 
was  too  much  pleafed  with  it  to  make  the  at- 
tempt; and  really  feeling  all  that  warmth  he 
profefTed,  met  his  wilhes  more  than  half  way. 
In  fuch  a  life  as  I  led,  and  to  perfons  fo  difpo- 
fed,   opportunity  could  not  long  be  wanted; 
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but  when  my  lover  came  in  a  cooler  moment  to 
reflect:  on  the  confequences  of  an  intrigue  with 
one  of  my  age  and  rank,  fhould  it  ever  happen 
to  be  difcovered,  prudence  damped  the  ardour 
of  his  paffion,  and  prevented  his  carrying  the 
conqueil  he  had  made  to  the  height  of  our  mu- 
tual dcfn-es.  But  though  he  deferred  it  for  the 
prefent,  he  did  not  abfolutely  give  up  the  de- 
lign,  when  circumifances  fhould  wear  a  more 
favourable  afpe£l. 

"  In  families  like  ours,    every  perfon  who 
drc/Tcd  well  and  would  play  had  ready  admif- 
fion.  He  availed^himfelf  of  this,  and,  under  the 
appearance  of  paying  a  compliment  to  my  mo- 
ther, took  every  opportunity  of  attendino-  me  to^ 
all  places  of  pleafurable  ref  Tt.. 
.    "^  The  difference  of  our  age,  and  particular- 
ly his  being  married,  obviated  every  fufpicion  of 
his  intentions,  as  they  fliould  have  opened  my 
eyes  to  the  infamy  and  folly  cf  carrying  on  fuch 
a  correfpondencc.    But  I  was  incapable  of  con- 
iidering  any  thing  befide  thepleafurel  felt  in  his 
company,  which  was  evidently  fo-fincere  that, 
beyond  his  defign,  it  afFeded  him,  and  he  begaa 
alfo  to  feel  the  pafTion  he  had  cnlyprofeiTed  "be- 
fore. 

'^  Though  he  conducted  himfelf  with  the  ut- 
moft  circumf|  eilion  and  addrefs,  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  keep  up  fuch  an  intercourfe  long  with- 
out the  real  motive  of  it  being  fufped^ed.  The 
firfl  hint  of  this  alarmed  the  pride  of  mv  rela- 
tions, though  the  original  caufe  had  not  been 
thought  worthy  of  their  regard.  They  inflantly 
aflailedmewithexpoftulationsand  reproaches,  as 
they  did  my  lover  with  menaces;  but  all  in  vain. 

*'  There  is  nothing  more  injudicious  than  to 

difcover 
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difcover  a  fufpicion  of  what  it  is  not  abfolutely 
in  our  power  to  prevent.     It  takes  ofF  the  re- 
ftraint  of  fhame,    and  raifes  a  falfe  refentment 
that  urges  the  crime  in  revenge  of  the  injurious 
accufation.     Inftead  of  working  the  effect  my 
friends  defigned,  this  condu6t  onlyhaftened  the 
confequence  which   they  meaned     to  hinder. 
Finding  they  could  not  themfelves   break  ofF' 
the  intercourfe  between  us,    though  they  knew 
not  certainly  to  what  length  it  had  been  carried, 
they  had   recourfe  to  fuperior  authority,    and 
prevailed  to  have  my  lover  fent  on  an  expedi- 
tion,   from  which   it  was  more  than  probable 
that  he  would  never  return ;    or  at  leaft  if  he 
did,  it  muft  be  after  fuch  a  length  of  time  as  they 
doubted  not  would  wean  my  affeftions  from  him,, 
and  fix  them  on  fome  other  more  proper  obje6l.. 
"  But  all  their  fchemes  were  difappointed. 
The  expedition  mifcarried,  and  he  returned  be- 
fore they  imagined  he  had  even  reached  the  place  - 
of  his  deftination  ;  and  far  from  being  cooled  in ; 
our    mutual    regards   by  abfence,    they  rather 
gathered  ftrength  to  break  out  with  greater  vio- 
lence. 

'*  P'or  fome  time,  however,  we  obferved  fo , 
much  caution,  as  to  fave  appearances  at  leaft,  . 
let  fufpicions  be  what  they  would.    But  a  garde- 
ner furprifmg    us  one  evening  in  an  arbour, , 
when  we  thought  ourfelves  fafe  from  obferva- 
tion,     though  the  fellow  was  highly  bribed  to 
fecrecy,  we  thought   it   imprudent  to   depend 
upon  him ;    my    lover  therefore  threw  up  his 
commiffion,     and  we    immediately  eloped  to- 
gether out   of  the  reach  of  my  friends  refent- 
\    ment,  who,  v/e  were  v/ell  convinced,    would 
j_^;,  leave  nothing   undone  to  be  revenged  on  the 
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man  who  had  thrown  fuch  a  public  fcandal  on 
their  family. 

"  I  now  thought  my  happlnefs  compleat, 
and,  giving  a  loofe  to  love,  defpifcd  the  cen- 
fure  of  the  world,  and  looked  no  farther  than 
the  prefejit  moment.  But  a  little  time  made 
a  change  in  my  fentiments,  and  I  bejxan  to 
languifli  for  the  other  pleafures  which  I  had 
forfeited  by  the  ftep  I  had  taken. 

*'  I  would  not  by  this  intimate  any  uncom- 
mon alteration  in  my  lover's  behaviour;  but 
the  joy  of  novelty  was  worn  off,  defire  was  fa- 
tisfied,  and  refledion  began  to  obtrude  upon 
us.  Our  fituation  neceilarily  precluded  us  from 
fociety,  at  Icait  any  that  could  afford  us  fatis- 
fadlion,  and  confined  us  to  each  other  ;  and 
when  the  tumult  of  pafRon  began  to  fubllde,  as. 
we  dared  not  apply  to  reafon  for  relief,  time 
grew  tedious,  and  we  mutually  fighed  for  va- 
riety, to  give  a  relifh  even  to  pleafure.  The 
effe^l:  this  had  upon  our  tempers  heightened  our 
imhappincfs.  Unable  to  look  into  ourfelves 
for  the  real  caufe,  each  accufed  the  other  of  in- 
tonftancy  and  want  of  love;  and  thefe  re-^ 
proaches,  inilead  of  removing  the  complaint, 
were  beginning  to  aggravate  a  coolnefs  that 
was  unavoidable,  into  determined  diflike  and 
averfion  :  for,  my  dear,  let  us  in  the  warmth 
of  youthful  imagination  flatter  ourfelves  with 
what  notions  we  will  of  eternal  conftancy  and 
unalterable  love,  fenfe  will  foon  be  fated  and 
kngiiifh  for, variety,  if  reafon  does  not  lend  its 
affiibnce  to  fill  up  the  dull  paufe  of  paffion. 
With  us  the  confequence  was  obvious,  as  our 
connexion  depended  entirely  upon  ourfelves. 
But  before   we  had  time  to  rcfolve  abfolutely 
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on  a  reparation,  an  event  happened  which  re- 
moved the  immediate  caufe  of  our  difguft,  and 
awoke  all  our  former  tendernefs. 

CHAP.     VII. 

Continued.  An  unufual  effeSi  ofabfence.  The  lofs 
of  reputation  fometimes  inconvenient,  Rejle^ions 
on  a  qualification  which  all  pretend  to^  and  fern 
poffefs  j  with  a  curious  account  of  a  man  of  confe-- 
quence, 

"T  HAVE  obferved  to  you  that  my  lover 
J.  had  no  fortune  j  all  his  hopes  even  depend- 
ing on  his  military  profefjion.  The  manner 
in  which  he  had  come  away  with  me  cutting 
off  thefe  for  ever  in  his  own  country,  neceffity 
obliged  him  to  feek  employment  among  ilrang- 
ers.  This  the  tumult  of  my  thoughts  had 
made  me  overlook,  at  the  time  when  it  was  in 
my  power  to  have  prevented  the  confequences 
of  it.  But  think  what  a  Hate  I  muft  have  been 
in  when  the  hour  of  his  departure  came  I  I  look 
back  to  it  with  horror  even  now  when  ufe  has 
made  his  abfence  familiar  to  me,  and  foftened 
many  of  the  inconveniences  of  it. 

"  Without  the  converfation  of  a  friend,  to 
beguile  the  tedious  melancholy  hours,  and  blunt 
the  fting  of  grief ;  without  the  approbation  of 
my  own  mitid,  to  fweeten  thought  and  make 
refle61:ion  a  pleafure,  I  was  left  a  ftranger  in 
a  ftrange  place;  'and,  what  was  ftill  worft  of 
all,  every  morfel  I  eat  imbittered  by  the  dread- 
fuls 
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ful  confideration,  that  it  was  earned  at  the  Inflant 
hazard  of  the  life  dcareft  to  me  in  the  world  ; 
for  the  firft  thought  of  our  parting  removed  all 
that  wearinefs  which  had  been  the  caufe  of  our 
difguft,  and  the  occafion  of  it  doubly  endeared 
us,  by  fhewing  how  much  we  had  given  up, 
how  much  more  we  hazarded  for  each  other. 

"  Our  parting  exceeded  the  power  of  de- 
fcription.  After  the  firft  tranfports  of  my  grief 
were  over,  I  funk  into  a  ftate  of  infenfibility, 
and  grew  abfolutcly  indifferent  to  myfelf  and 
every  thing  about  me,  fixing  my  thoughts  en- 
tirely on  the  days  which  were  to  bring  me  an 
account  from  him,  and  living  only  for  their  ar- 
rival. 

"  At  length  lenient  time  began  to  adminlfter 
its  never-failing  relief;  and  youth  and  health 
united  their  powers  to  diflipate  a  gloom  fo  con- 
trary to  my  natural  difpofition  ;  I  gradually 
recovered  my  fpirits,  and  felt  again  a  relifh 
for  the  pleafures  of  fociety.  But  thefe  plea- 
fures  were  very  different  from  thofe  which  I 
had  formerly  delighted  in.  My  mind  had  learned 
to  think,  and  I  had  had  time  to  view  things  in 
another  light  from  that  in  which  they  had  ap- 
peared before.  My  affedlions,  it  is  true,  were 
ftill  the  fame,  invariably  fixed  upon  my  friend, 
and  all  the  wifties  of  my  heart  centered  in  him  ; 
how  juftly  though  I  did  not  dare  to  confider, 
holding  every  thing  that  concerned  him  too  fa- 
cred  to  be  even  enquired  into. 

"  Thefe  wiflies  indeed  were  of  a  much  more 
extenlive  and  exalted  kind,  than  thofe  which 
had  given  rife  to  our  connexion.  You  may 
have  obferved  that  I  called  him  my  frienti. 
From  this  time,  I   looked  upon   him  in   th*t 
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light ;  and  if  not  entirely  in  that  alone,  the  ve- 
ry uniting  the  idea  of  friendfhip  with  love  was 
the  higheft  improv^ement  to  the  latter,  and  in  a 
great  meafure  purified  it  from  every  grofs  allay. 

"  The  effe6t  this  had  upon  my  mind  is  fcarce 
to  be  conceived.  I  was  not  incapable  of  thought ; 
but  I  had  never  given  myfelf  time  to  think.  'J  he 
moment  therefore  that  1  began,  I  found  a  plea- 
sure in  it  which  cannot  be  conceived  ;  every 
hour  brouo;ht  me  knowledge  that  made  mcboth 
iurprifed  at,  and  afnamed  of  my  former  blind- 
nefs  and  ignorance  ;  I  read  in  my  own  mind, 
thotigh  unhappily  too  late,  all  the  wifdom  ne- 
cefTary  for  the  condudl  of  life.  I  thus  literacy 
became  a  new  creature ;  and  on  my  emerhon 
from  the  folitude  in  which  1  had  buried  myfelf 
fmce  my  friend's  departure,  fought  the  compa- 
ny (and  flatter  myfelf  that  I  was  not  unworthy 
of  it)  of  the  moft  valuable  part  of  my  fex. 

"But  I  foon  had  the  mortification  to  find 
myfelf  precluded  from  this  pleafmg  hope.  Re- 
tired and  unexceptionably  as  we  had  lived,  the 
circumftances  of  our  elopement  had  fome  how 
been  difcovered ;  fo  that  when  I  appeared  in" 
company,  inftead  of  meeting  the  reception  I 
had  fondly  expelled,  my  advances  toward  inti- 
macy were  repulfed  by  my  own  fex,  and  I  found 
myfelf  expofed  to  the  familiarity  and  libertine 
addrefles  of  the  other,  who  always  lay  it  down 
as  a  rule,  that  a  woman  who  has  broken  thro* 
the  laws  of  virtue  with  one  man,  has  entirely 
thrown  off  all  farther  regard  to  them,  and  is  a 
fair  quarry  for  general  purfuit. 

"  You  may  eafdy  judge  what  a  (hock  this 
was  to  me.  I  now  began  to  feel  the  ineftima- 
ble  lofs   of  reputation,    and  returned    to  my 

former. 
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former  retirement  with  an  heart  burfting  with 
difappointment,  (hame,  and  remorrc.  But  I  was 
jiot  fuffered  long  to  enjoy  the  peace  I  fought 
even  there.  My  new  admirers  purfued  me,  and 
in  fpite  of  all  I  could  fay  perfifted  in  their  gal- 
lantry; and  that  often  in  a  manner  too  grofs  to 
have  becii  offered  to  any  but  a  profelled  pro- 
iHtute. 

"  Had  this  happened  fome  time  fooner,  I 
fhould  have  inftantly  written  to  my  friend,  to 
come  to  my  relief  from  fuch  infolent  abufc  ;  but 
my  thoughts  had  now  taken  a  new  turn,  and  I 
dreaded  nothing  more  than  its  coming  to  his 
knowledge,  for  fear  of  any  ill  confequ'ences  to 
himfelf  from  the  warmth  of  his  temper,  which 
J  knew  would  be  provoked  to  the  higheft  rage 
at  fuch  an  attempt.  For  this  reafon  I  refolved 
to  take  no  notice  of  it  to  him,  but  behave  in 
fuch  a  manner  to  my  admirers  as  fliould  make 
them  ridiculous  even  in^heir  own  eyes. 

"  Habits  long  confirmed  are  noteafily  broken 
through  by  the  bcfl  refolutions.  1  had  a  na- 
tural levity  of  temper;  and  the  critical  nature 
of  my  intercourfe  with  my  friend  before  our 
elopement,  laid  me  under  a  kind  of  neceflityof 
pra;?tifing  coquetry  in  my  general  condu^Sb,  in 
hopes  of  covering  nay  particular  connc(5tion  with 
him.  I  will  therefore  take  fliame  to  myfelf, 
and  confefs  that  in  my  prefent  folitary  condi- 
tion, the  profpe6l  of  amufement,  in  playing  ofF 
their  foolifli  addreifes,  had  fome  weight  with 
me  in  this  defign  ;  never  confidering  that  fuch 
a  condu6t  was  inconfillent  with  the  principles 
in  which  I  now  prided  myfelf,  and  mufl  inevi- 
tably difappoint   my  hopes  of  recovering   the 

ellcem 


44         THE     REVERIE. 

cfteem  of  the  prudent  and  virtuous  of  my  own> 
and  rational  part  of  the  other  fex. 

"  I  fee  you  are  afFefted  with  this  melancho^ 
ly  detail ;  but  my  heart  was  fo  full,  that  I  could 
not  ftop  its  overflowing.  I  fhall  now  conclude 
with  one  of  the  many  adventures  which  this 
new  fcheme  of  mine  produced,  the  oddity  of 
which  will  probably  reftore  you  to  fpirits. 

"  The  perfons  who  thought  proper  to  do  me 
the  honour  of  declaring  themfelves  my  admir- 
ers were  of  every  age  and  rank  in  the  place. 
As  they  had  difcovered  the  nobility  of  my  birth, 
'they  all  thought  it  incumbent  upon  them  to 
difplay  their  utmoft  politenefs  in  the  manner  of 
making  their  addrefies.  Though  every  country 
has  peculiar  cuftoms  which  conftitute  the  rule 
of  behaviour,  true  politenefs  is  eflentially  the 
fame  every- where,  and  differs  only  in  the  ex- 
ternal modes  of  expreffing  it.  The  mechanical 
part,  as  I  may  juftly  call  it,  which  confifts  in 
cringes"  and  compliments,  may  be  eafily  learn- 
ed; but  the  unembarrafTed  eafe  and  proper  free- 
dom of  addrefs  and  deportment,  which  deno- 
minate the  charadter  at  firft  fight,  and  that  de- 
lire  to  give  pleafure,  which  pleafes  in  its  very 
appearance,  muft  have  a  foundation  from  na- 
ture, in  a  benevolent  and  generous  difpofition, 
and  be  confirmed  by  early  education  and  long 
pradtice.  The  latter  indeed  may  give  an  habit 
that  fhall  deceive  a  fuperficial  view  ;  but  v/here 
the  former  is  v/anting,  the  judicious  obferver 
will  foon  difcover  and  defpife  the  impofture. 

*'  I  had  abundant  experience  of  the  juftice  of 
this  remark  in  the  behaviour  of  my  new  ad^ 
mirers.  Had  I  had  nothing  more  than  meer 
common  amufement  in  my  thoughts,  this  would 

have 
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"have  afforded  me  fufficient ;  but  refentment  j^t 
their  impudence  made  me  determined  to  puih 
their  folly  to  its  utmoft  length,  and  then  expofe 
it  to  public  ridicule. 

"  The  few  who  really  poffeffed  that  polite- 
iiefs  which  all  aped,  foon  perceived,  by  the  man- 
ner of  my  receiving  their  advances,  that  they 
were  difagreeable  to  me,  and  accordingly  de- 
fined from  giving  me  any  farther  trouble.  But 
their  aukward  imitators  in  the  externals  of  good- 
breeding,  formijig  their  judgment  of  me  from 
themfelves,  conftrued  my  complaifance  into  ap- 
probation, and  thought  I  waspleafed  with  what 
they  faid,  becaufe  I  did  not  dire6lly  fly  into  an 
outrage  ;  but  when  I  had  taken  time  to  look 
into  their  characters,  and  fee  which  was  fitteft 
for  my  purpofe  to  work  upon,  I  gave  the  reft 
their  difmiffion,  in  the  manner  moft  like  to  take 
effea. 

^  Among  the  felected  few  whom  I  permitted 
to  flatter  themfelves  with  hopes  of  fuccefs  was 
an  old  burgher,  who  had  made  an  immenfe  for- 
tune by  every  iniquitous  pradice  in  the  myfte- 
rious  bufmefs  of  a  co7itra£ijr^  for  fupplying  the 
armies  of  the  powers  at  war  with  provisions. 
Though  he  Was  fprung  from  the  very  dregs  of 
mankind,  and  had  palled  his  youth  in  the  moft 
fordid  and  fervile  employments,  his  heart  was 
fo  puffed  up  by  his  riches,  that  he  muff  on  all 
occafions  affume  the  man  of  birth  and  good 
breeding.  This  his  own  bafe  difpofition  made 
it  impoffible  for  him  to  do  in  any  thing  befide 
their  follies  and  vices,  in  all  of  which  he  made 
a  moft  remarkable  figure.  He  built  fine  houfes, 
he  bought  pictures,  he  gamed ;  and,  to  complcat 
his  charader,  he  muff  now  have  a  miftrefs  of 
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quality  %    and  I,  forfooth,  was  the  happy  object 
he  had  pitched  upon  for  this  honour. 

"I  fhould  have  obferved,  that  as  foon  as  he 
took  it  into  his  head  to  commence  a  man  of 
iigure,  he  had  married  a  wife,  whofe  whole 
fortune  confifted  in  the  nobility  of  her  family, 
being  defcended  in  the  ninth  remove  from  a 
German  baron,  and  none  of  her  illuftrious  an-- 
ceftors  having  itained  their  blood  by  any  kind 
of  induftry. 

"  Before  he  could  obtain  fuch  an  honour,  ht 
was  obliged  to  hire  an  herald  to  deduce  his  pe- 
digree, by  the  eafy  means  of  changing  only  four 
letters  in  his  name,  from  an  equally  illuftrious 
houfe ;  and  to  turn  an  only  daughter  by  a  former 
wife,  whofe  induftry  had  been  greatly  alTiftant 
to  his  making  his  fortune,  out  of  doors,  withr 
out  any  provilion  more  than  a  bare  fupport  from 
abfolute  v/ant. 

"  The  difpofition  that  could  demand,  fuch 
terms  was  far  from  being  foftcned,  when  its  ty- 
ranny was  confirmed  by  marriage.  She  go- 
verned in  the  moft  defpotic  manner.  He  was 
obliged  to  quit  bufinefs.  His  fortune  was  la- 
vifhed  upon  her  relations,  who  let  him  know 
they  thought  him  honoured  by  their  acceptance 
of  it ;  and  he  was  but  a  cypher  in  his  own 
houfe,  where  every  fervant  quoted  her  command 
fordlfputinghis  authority,  and  told  him  directly 
that  he  was  not  qualified  to  give  directions  in 
fo  genteel  a  family. 

"  In  fuch  a  fituation  it  v/as  not  flrange  that 
he  fhould  feek  for  fatisfaCljon  abroad  ;  but  even 
in  this  his  defign  was  confident  with  the  reft  of 
his  conduft,  and  very  different  from  what  might 
moft  naturally  be  imagined.     Infignificant  as 

he 
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he  was  at  home,  he  gave  himfelf  the  highest 
airs  of  poUtenefs  and  confequence  among  hb 
companions,  where  he  was  lafe  from  the  terror 
of  his  tyrant's  power,  to  confirm  his  title,  to: 
which  chara6ler,  as  I  have  faid  before,  he 
formed  the  project  of  paying  his  adJreiles  ta 
me,  not  from  any  particular  paffion  he  had 
for  me. 


CHAP.     Vill. 

Continued.  A  Jhort  way  of  ma ki tig  hve.  Bargains 
be/}  ?nade  in  few  zvords ;  with  an  odd  inf lance  of 
old-fajhioned  folly, 

*'  TT  is  impoflihle  to  give  any  defcription  of 
X  this  important  perfon's  courtfliip.  His 
politenefs,  it  is  true,  reached  (o  high  as  to  ac- 
coft  me  with  as  many  bows  and  cringes  as  make 
the  aukward  ceremonial  of  fome  crowned  heads, 
and  with  an  equally  good  grace.  But  here  it  all 
ended;  and  when  he  came  to  fpeak  to  me,  it 
was  in  the  fame  phraib  and  manner  as  he  would 
have  bargained  for  a  parcel  of  checfe,  or  meal. 

"Madam,  (faid  he)  underflanding  as  how 
"  your  ladyfliip's  favours  are  to  be  difpofed  of, 
"  I  come  to  treat  about  the  purchafe.  I  like 
*'  the  appearance  of  your  commodities,  and  do 
"  not  doubt  but  they  are  in  g;ood  order,  and 
"  merchantable  ;  and  (hall  therefore  give  you 
"  your  own  price.  I  ani  not  one  of  your 
^*  higgling  chaps  that  make  many  words  to  a 
*^  bargain.  Ready  money  is  my  way  i  and  the 
^*  reit  I  leave  to  yourfelf.'* 
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^*  Though  I  had  ftudied  my  part  very  welly 
I  was  fomewhat  difconcerted  at  fuch  an  ad- 
drels.  Recovering  myfelf  how^ever  in  a  few 
minutes,  I  was  rather  diverted  than  offended 
at  the  oddity  of  it,  and  refolved  to  drive  the 
bargain,  as  he  juftly  called  it,  in  his  own 
way.  Accordingly  I  anfwered  him  with  an 
afFe6led  confufion,  that  I  did  not  rightly  un- 
derftand  what  he  meant. 

<'  Madam,  (replied  he)  my  meaning  is  to — 

<'  to — to .     in  fhort  madam,  plain  dealing 

*'  is  beft.  My  meaning  is,  to  purchafe  feme 
*'  certain  favours  frorri  you,  for  which  I  am 
''  willing  to  pay  you  the  higheft  price  of  the 
*'  maket.  I  defpife  making  fine  fpeeches  ;  but 
'^  if  you  are  inclined  to  deal,  no  one  fhall  out- 
^'  bid  me.  I  never  think  good  wares  too  dear. 
"Come!  Don't  ftand  fhilly  Ihally !  Say!  Is 
'''  it  a  bargain,  aye,  or  no  ? " 

"  It  was  impoffible  for  me  to  pretend  igno- 
rance any  longer ;  though  I  did  not  think  pro- 
per to  accept  of  his  propofals  too  readily,  for 
fear  it  fhould  make  him  think  flightly  of  my 
^ivare ',  at  the  fame  time  that  I  faw  it  was  ne- 
cefTary  to  keep  up  his  hopes,  by  feeming  to  en- 
ter into  treaty  with  him,  as  he  was  infenfible  of 
that  expecStation  and  anxiety  which  to  minds  of 
more  delicacy  are  the  food  of  love. 

"  You  men  of  confequence  ( I  anfwered  ) 
"  have  a  peculiar  way  of  doing  every  thing. 
*'  Your  fortunes  raife  you  above  the  formalities 
*'  neceflary  to  be  obferved  by  other  people.  I 
''  own  I  do  jiot  difapprove  of  your  propofai ; 
'*  but  as  it  is  a  thing  which  I  have  never  yet 
^^  thouo-ht  about,  1  muft  take  fome  time  to 
**  confider  what  terms  are  proper  for  me   to 

"  make. 
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^"^  make.  In  the  mean  while  I  fhall  be  glad  to 
"  fee  you  as  often  as  it  is  convenient  for  you  to 
''  do  me  that  honour,"  * 

"  Odfo,  madam,  (returned  he,  overjoyed  al 
'*  his  fuccefs)  you  are  a  feiifible  woman,  and 
*'  fpcalc  like  one  that  has  been  ufetl  to  bufincfs. 
*'  I  like  you  the  better  for  your  franknefs.  It  is 
*'  my  own  way.  And  Vvhcn  you  h:i\'e  fixed 
"  your  price,  we  fhall  not  differ.  There  fliall 
"  be  no  delay  on  my  part.  Ready  money  ! 
*'  Ready  money  h  always  my  word." — "Say- 
ing this,  my  lover  took  his  leave,  and  left  me 
not  a  little  at  a  lofs  how  to  manage  with 
him. 

"  As  I  was  no  flrangcr  to  the  circumftances 
of  his  family,  the  firft  thought  that  occurred 
to  me  was,  to  reveal  the  whole  to  his  wife,  and 
concert  meafures  with  her  for  punifliing  his  infi- 
delity and  prefumpticn.  But,  upon  refleLlion, 
I  enlarged  my  fcheme,  and  refolved  to  try  if  I 
could  not  turn  his  ridiculous  paffion  to  fome  ad- 
vantage for  his  defcrted  daughter,  before  I  gave 
him  up  to  her  chaftifement. 

"  Accordingly  I  went  dire6lly  to  a  lady  with 
whom  1  knew  Ihe  was  acquainted,  and  enquir- 
ing, as  if  from  common  curiofity,  into  her  cir- 
cumflances  and  chara6ler,  had  the  pleafure  to 
find  her  every  way  worthy  of  my  regard  and  af- 
fifliance.  1  therefore  fent  for  her  very  privately 
that  evening,  as  if  to  give  her  fome  needle- 
work to  do  for  me,  Iv^r  father's  allowance  be- 
ing fo  fmall  that  file  was  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  indufiry,  to  enable  her  to  live  v/ith 
any  degree  of  comfort,  though  fliame  made  her 
do  it  with  as  much  pri^'acy  as  pollible  ;  and 
ui\in2;    mv   convcrfition    that  tur"n    which    I 
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thought  moft  likely  to  win  her  confidence, 
picilbd  her  to  let  me  knov/  her  defigns  and  pro- 
Ipc6ts  for  life,  for  making  which  enquiry  1  af- 
i'ared  her  I  had  other  moti\^es  than  meer  cu- 
rl oiity. 

"  Moved  by  the  manner  in  which  I  fpoke, 
Tne  burfl  into  a  flood  of  tears ;  and,  as  foon  as 
ihc  was  able  to  fpeak,  told  me  modeflly,  thai: 
ihc  had  no  profpedls,  and  w^as  incapable  of 
forming  any  defigns  ;  that  indeed  the  height  of 
Jier  wiflies  would  be  to  be  married  to  a  young 
jTian  who  had  been  bred  to  bufmefs  under  her  fa- 
iher,  but  was  turnedofr  as  well  as  herfelfonthe 
jiew-ordering  of  his  family;  thatthey  had  loved 
each  other  from  their  infancy;  but  he  haying 
no  fortune  to  enter  into  trade  wdth,  his  family^ 
^vhich  ^W2-S  very  reputable,  having  been  ruined 
hy  the  calamities  of  v/ar  ;  and  her  father  aban- 
<loning  her  in  the  manner  he  did,  they  could 
not  think  of  tranfmitting  their  mdsfortunes  to 
their  innogent  pofterity  by  marrying;  and  there- 
fore had  vowed  to  each  other  to  live  fmgle,  as 
the  only  [:roof  they  could  give  of  the  lincerity 
of  their  mutual  attachment, 

'^  i  was  not  proof  to  fuch  a  ftory.  I  embraced 
her  tenderly;  and  alTurino:  her  of  my  friend- 
Ihip,  bade  her  hope  for  an  happy  change  in  her 
fortune  very  fpeedily.  I  then  enquired  how 
jiiuch  woudd  be  fuiTicient  to  fettle  her  hu(l:)and 
in  bufmefs  v^idi  a  pi'ofpecl  of  fuccefs,  and  en- 
courage them  to  marry  ?  and  on  her  anfweiing, 
that  if  they  had  about  a  thoufand  crowns  to  add 
to  fome  little  matter  they  had  already  made  a 
fnift  to  lay  up  by  their  frugality,  they  would 
venture,  and  trufi  the  event  to  the  bleiling  of 
providence  on  their  honeftind ufcry.    I  told  her, 

that 
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that  if  I  was  not  dlfappointed  much  beyond  mv 
expectation,  flie  flioulu  not  long  want  a  greater 
fum  than  that ;  but  that  all  depended  on  her 
not  taking  the  leafl  notice  of  her  having  been 
with  me,  or  even  mentioning  my  name  to  any 
one  living,  till  I  fhould  give  her  permifiion. 
This  caution  (lie  promifed  to  obferve  moft  care- 
fully, and  then  took  her  leave  with  a  lighter  heart 
than  fhc  had  felt  for  fome  time, 

'*  My  defign  upon  my  ready-money  lover  was 
now  urged  by  a  better  motive  than  either  amufe- 
ment  or  revenge,  which  had  firil  fet  me  upon 
it.  The  money,  which  I  doubted  not  to  ex- 
tort from  his  abfurd  pailion,  I  refolved  to  give 
to  his  daughter ;  and  then  to  make  ufe  of  the 
alliftance  of  his  wife,  to  avoid  performing  my 
part  of  the  bargain,  and  compleat  my  original 
fchenie,  who,  1  was  fenfible,  would  not  only 
punifli  him  fufficiently  for  his  vicious  folly,  but 
alfo  expofe  him  to  the  higheft  and  moft  public 
ridicule. 


CHAP.     IX, 

Contlmted.  Many  buyers  ra'fe  the  market.  On 
hallaneing  avarice  and  'vanity^  the.  for?ncr  kkks 
the  hecmi. 

"  A  CcoRDJNGLY,  v/licn  he  came  to  p?y 
MX.  me  a  vifit  next  morning,  I  gave  him  an 
opportunity  of  renewir.g  his  ticaty,  which  he 
prelicd  fo  warmly  to  be  brought  to  a  coiiclu- 
iiOHj  ihat,  after  a  little  atlcdlcd  hcfitation,  1  con- 
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delcencied  to  capitulate ;  and  at  length  aflentcd 
to  his  propofal  for  the  confideration  of  two  thou- 
fand  crowns. 

'^  At  the  mention  of  fuch  a  fum  he  looked 
aghaft.  "  Two  thoufand  crowns  !  (faid  he,  as 
*"'-  foon  as  he  could  jQiut  his  mouth  to  articulate 
'^^  a  word)  Why,  fure  your  lady{hip  can't  be  fe- 
'^'  rious  !  I  never  heard  of  fuch  a  thing  in  my 
^'  life.  Two  thoufand  crov/ns  for  a  night's 
""  lodging!  I  have  lodged  a  whole arm.y  for  lefs 
*'  before  now..  You  furely  can't  be  ferious,  in  ' 
■'•'•  making  fuch  a  demand  !  A  prince  is  not  able 
*■'  topurchafc  your  favours  at  fuch  a  price." 

"  Then  no  prince  fhall  have  them,  Sir,  (an- 
*'  fwered  i,  puttinp-  on  a  look  of  offended  dip-- 
*'  nity)  and  if  you  think  my  demand  too  high, 
■*'  you  are  welcome  to  go  where  you  may  be 
^-^  lerved  cheaper.  I  know  v/here  I  can  have 
*'  more  from  another  perfon;  but  as  you  fpoke 
•*'  firfl,  I  would  not  treat  with  any  one  elfe 
'"^  till  I  had  concluded  with  you." 

"More  than   two  thoufand    crowns! 

*'  Death,  madam,  it  is  impoffible.  Who  is  able 
*^  to  Oiier  more  than  two  thoufand  crowns?  " 

"  Really  Sir,    I  do    not  think    myfelf 

''''  obliged  to  anfvver  fuch  a  queftion.  However, 
^'  to  let  you  fee  that  I  am  above  impofmg  on 
^''  yoa.  What  do  you  think  of  the  count?  " 

"-  At  that  word  his  pride  inftantly  took  fire. 
He  had  Been  born  a  vaifal  of  the  count's  fami- 
ly, to  eiTace  the  remem.brance  of  which  he  now 
t'.^ok  every  opportunity  of  entering  into  compe- 
lition,  and  infulting  him  with  the  oftentatious 
<ii;pky  of  his  fuperior  wealth.  This  I  knew, 
.^ind  therefore  made  ufe  of  his  name,  though 
vvithout  any  .authoiity,  as  the  fureft  method  of 

working 
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working  him  up  to  my  dcfign,  being  confident: 
he  would  Icorn  to  be  outdone  in  any  thing, 
much  more  a  matter  lb  eflential  to  his  charac- 
ter, by  one  whom  he  both  hated  and  dcrpifcd  io 
highly. 

""  The  event  fhewcd  I  had  judged  right.'* 
*'  The  count,  madam  !  (faid  he,  with  an  air  of 
*■*  contempt)  Why  !  What  of  him  ?  Is  not  iny 
'*  money  as  good  as  his  ?  " 

'*^  Yes,  Sir,  I  believe  it  may;  butvou 

"  do  not  feem  (o  well  inclined  to  part  with  it, 
**  I  thought,  after  what  you  faid  laft  night,  thar 
*-  we  fhould  r.ot  have  a  iccond  v/ord;  but  I  find 
people  can  talk  of  their  ready  money,  without 
opening  their  purfcs." 

"  Madam!  I'd  have  you  to  know,  madam, 
that  I  fcorn  fuch  an  imputation.  It  -is  v/ell 
known  that  i  never  go  back  from  my  w^ord, 
madam.  When  I  fay  it,  I  will  do  it.  But 
really,  don't  you  think  you  aflc  too  much? 
Is  there  no  prevailing  on  you  to  abate  r  " 

"  Sir,  you  faid  yeRerday,  that  you  did 

not  like  to  make  many  words  j  no  more  do  1, 
Sir.  On  the  rtrength  of  your  offering  read-' 
money  I  fet  the  very  loweft  terms  ;  and  I 
wonder  how  you  can  think  them  Inuch  to  a 
"  woman  of  my  quality.  In  my  cour/crv,  I 
**•  have  known  an  orange-girl  get  more.  But 
"  perhaps  yoii  would  chufe  fuch  low-lived  ciea- 
"  tures;  though  I  own  I  took  you  for  a  perfoB. 
*'  of  better  fpirit,  and  above  defccnding  to  anv 
*'  thing  unworthy  of  your  rank;  and  ]  am  for- 
*'  ry  to  find  that  I  am  miftaken.  It  is  true  I 
**  had  fome  hints  of  the  kind  given  me,  and 
"  therefore  did  not  give  the  count  a  pofitive  de- 
^'  nial;   fo  that  I  can  eafdy  come  to  treat  witb 
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"  him  again.  He  knows  what  is  due  to  a  lady 
*•'  of  di(trn6i:ion,  and  will  not  make  words  about: 
*'  fuch  a  trifle.  So,  Sir,  your  humble  fer- 
*'  vant." 

"  While  I  was  makino-  this  notable  and  deli- 

o 

cate  fpeech,  which  I  could  fcarce  fupprefs  my 
laughter  to  utter,  he  ftood  in  the  moft  whimll- 
cal  fituation,  as  if  ballancing  the  account  be- 
tween avarice  and  vanity.  At  length  the  latter 
prevailing,  '^  Hold,  madams,  (faid  he,  catching 
me  by  the  lleeve,  for  fear  I  fhould  leave  him) 
pray  don't  be  in  fuch  a  violent  hurry.  I  know 
hew  to  behave  to  you  as  v/ell  as  the  count, 
and  better  too  ;  and  I'll  fee  him  damn'd  be- 
fore he  fhall  touch  the  hem  of  your  gar- 
ment. I'll  make  him  know  that  he  fliall  not 
pretend  to  outbid  me,  for  any  thing  I  have  a 
mind  to  !  That  I  will !  And  fo,  madam,  you 
fiuLll  have  your  price,  v/ithout  any  draw- 
back i  and  in  carneil:  of  the  bargain,  take  this 
purfe  of  an  hundred  ducats.  Only  name  the 
time  and  place;  that's  all.  That's  ail ;  I  won't 
if  and  for  a  receipt." 

"  Then,  Sir,  if  you  will  pleafe  to  come 

fecretly,  at  ten  to-morrov/  night,  to  my  gar- 
den-door, ril  meet  you  there  myfelf,  and 
conduft  you  up." 

"  Very  well ,  I'll  be  fare  to  come.  I  am 

always  punctual  to  a  minute,  in  thofe  affairs  ; 
but  mufi:  I  bring  the  reft  of  the  money  with 
me,  or  will  you  make  me  your  banker,  and 
drav/  it  out  as  you  want  it? 

"  I  fhould.  Sir,  v/ith  all  my  heart;  but 

it  happens  that  I  have  occafion  for  it  to-mor- 
rov/-m.orning,  and  therefore  muft  beg  the  fa- 
vour of  vou  to  brina;  it  to  me  by  nine  o'clock.'* 
^  '  —"How 
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"  How,  madam  !    Nine  o'clock  In  the- 

*'  morning  !  I  thought  you  faid  ten  at  night.*' 

^  "  Yes,  Sir,  (o  I  did,  to  perform  my  part 

*'  of  the  bargain.  I  only  mean  that  you  fliould 
*'  bring  the  money  fo  early,  as  I  have  a  prciling 
"  call  for  it  in  the  fore-noon.  I  prefume  yoiz 
*'  hare  no  obje6lion  to  obliging  me  fo  far;  and 
^'  don't  doubt  my  honour  to  keep  mypromife." 

<'N N No,  m.adam!    1— I— I 

*'  can't  fay  as  how  I  do  doubt  your  ladyfliip's 
*'  honour  in  the  lead,  for  the  matter  of  that. 
"  But  ftill,  I — T — I — .  Will  not  the  evening 
"  do  as  well?  I  fhould  be  glad  to  oblige  you, 
*'  to  be  fure  j  but  advancing  money  before  we 
*•'  have  even  had  a  fam.plc  of  the  goods,  is 
*'  cjuitc  out  of  the  way  of  bufinefs.  It  is  what 
*••  1  never  do.'' 

*^  Then,  Sir,  here  is  your  purfe  again  ; 

"  and  I  am  forry  to  have  thrown  away  fo  mucli 
"  time.  I  muft  and  will  have  the  money  to- 
"  morrow  morning.  J  know  the  count  wilt 
"  make  no  dilHculty.  Perfons  of  quality  ha\  c 
'*  confidence  in  each  other." 

— —  "  Madam,  1  have  as  much  confidenvrc 
*'  as  he,  or  any  man  j  and  as  for  qnaliiy-f  v/illi 
''  the  addition  of  my  wife's  arm.s,  1  liave  nine". 
*'  quarterings  more  than  he.  His  rank  indeed  f 
"  And  fo  madam,  I  am  ready  to  oblige  yoiir 
"  ladyfhip  v/ith  all  my  heart,  if  it  was  ten  times 
"  more.  I  only  faid  it  was  out  of  thecourfeof 
'^  bufincfs.  I  did  notrefufeyo«.  No!  No!  I 
"  know  better  what  is  due  to-  a  perf^^n  of  rank, 
"  than  to  refufe  fuch  a  trifle.  We  always  ha\  c 
*'  a  regard  for  one  another." 

"  Then  Sir,  I  n.av  depend  upon  you, 

"  at  nine  in  the  morning,  without  fliil." 

D  4-  — "Ygis 


5^  THE    REVERIE. 

"  You  may  moft  afTuredly,  madam  ;  and 

*^  lo  take  the  earneft  again." 

*'  Ail  things  being  thus  fettled,  I  permitted 
him  the  honour  of  a  fakite.,  as  earnefc  of  the 
bargain  on  my  fide,  and  fent  him  away  quite 
happy. 

"  I  fuppofe  his  impatience- for  the  arrival  of 
the  next  morning.was  not  quite  fo  high  as  mine, 
•violent  as  his  pa:{iion  was.  However,  he  was 
pun6lual  to  his  time ;  and  being  immediately 
admitted  to  my  drefling-room,  as  foon  as  th.c 
ieri/ants  withdrew,  "  Here,  madam,  (faid  he, 
*'  with  an  emotion  that  fhewed'the  ftruggle  in 
^'  his  breaft  at  what  he  was  doing)  here  is  the 
'*  money.  You  may  tell  it  over.  I  have  only 
*'  deducSled  the  hundred  ducats  I  gave  you  in 
*'  earneft,  and  the  ufual  diicount  for  advancing 
"  money  before-hand  ;  only  five  per  cent,  no 
*'  more  j  and  we  never  do  it  for  lefs.  Bufinefs 
"  will  not  afford  it." 

"  Well,  Sir,  (anfwered  I,  fully  fatisfied  that  I 
*■'  was  fccure  of  fo  much)  I  do  not  underftand 
*'  thofe  matters  ;  but  I  leave  it  entirely  to  you. 
*'  And  to  convince  you  that  I  am  a  perfon  of 
*'  honour,  I  will  be  as  punctual  to  my  appoint- 
*'  ment  as  you  have  been  to  your's.  At  ten 
*'  precifely,  you  fliall  find  me  at  the  garden- 
*'  door.  ,  But,  for  fear  of  being  obfei  ved,  don't 
*'  you  think  it  would  be  better  if  you  were  to 
*'  difguife  yourfelf  fome-way.  A  lady's  repu- 
^' tation,  you  knov/,  is  a  very  tender  thing; 
*'  neither  would  it  be  fo  proper,  that  a  perfon 
"  of  your  dignity  fhould  be  difcovered.  It  would 
*'  leflen  your  importance  in  the  eyes  of  the 
*'  public." 

~"  Why,  madam,  to  be  furc,  what  your 
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•^^  ladyftiip  fays  Is  very  right ;  and  therefore, 
^  though  I  fliall  fcarce  know  myfelf  when  Ilav 
"  by  my  robes,  I  v/ill  ftrlve  to  do  without  them 
^'  for  once,  and  come  difguifed  in  the  drefs  cf 
"  any  private  gentleman,  I  have  heard  that 
"  the  greateft  pleafure  of  an  intrigue  is  in  the 
*'  ftratagems  and  tricks  that  arc  prai^ifed  to  hide 
"  it.  Hah  !  hah  !  hah  !  And  fo  I  wifh  your 
*'  ladyfliip  a  good  morning.  At  ten !  Rcmem- 
♦'  her  at  ten." 

"  My  fcheme  having  fucceeded  thus  far,  I 
was  impatient  to  communicate  their  good  for- 
tune to  thoie  who  were  to  reap  the  benefit  of  it.. 
I  therefore  wrote  to  his  daughter,  to  come  to- 
me  that  night  about  eleven  o'clock,  and  bring 
her  lover  with  her.  The  great  difficulty  now 
was  how  to  open  the  affair  to  the  wife,  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  flie  fhould  be  ready  to  be  pro- 
duced at  a  proper  time,  without  danger  of  her 
tettinp-  her  wrath  break  out  too  foon,  fo  as  to 
pTCvcnr  the  accomplidiment  of  my  dcngn. 

"  The  only  way  1  could  think  of  was,  to  go- 
to the  lady  from  whom  I  had  the  Itory  of  the 
family,  and  who,  1  had  reafon  to  beheve,  would 
gladly  give  her  aHifiance  to  promote  any  fcheme 
for  punifhing  her  huiband,  and  expofmg  him  to 
ridicule.  At  the  fird  mention  of  the  aflair,  PiV^ 
entered  moft  heartily  into  it ;  and,  to  make  fure 
©f  the  lady,  went  dire6tly  and  engaged  her  .to- 
fpcnd  the  evening  with  her  ;  not  chufmg  to  let 
her  know  a  word  of  the  matter  till  everything, 
fhould  be  ripe  for  execution,  for  fear  of  the  vio^ 
kfice  of  her  temper. 
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Cofittmied.  L'ljlenen  feldom  like  what  they  hear. 
The  danger  of  provoking  high  blood ;  with  ths 
great  merit  of  peace-making  in  the  modern  way, 

*'  A  LL  things  being  thus  prepared,  the  ex^ 
jTjL  pe6led  hour  at  length  arrived  when  I  at- 
tended to  admit  my  gallant,  who  did  not  make 
me  wait  long.  On  my  opening  the  garden- 
door^  I  was  furprifed  to  fee  the  manner  in  which 
he  had  difguifed  himfelf.  He  had  put  on  an 
€jld  .fuit  of  eloaths  all  over  dawb'd  with,  lace, 
which  had  belonged  half  a  century  before  to  a 
relation  of  his  wife's,  whom  the  tradition  of  hex 
fiimily  recorded  to  have  been  a  general  officer ;. 
iiiid  which  file  preferved  with  the  mofi:  religious 
care,  as  an  indifputable  proof  of  her  illuflrious 
defcent,  fupplying  new  lace  or  cloth  occafion- 
ally,  to  repair  the  depredations  of  time. 

"  The  abfurdity  of  putting  on  for  privacy, 
a  drefs  whofe  glaringnefs  and  fmgularity  mufl 
attr?v9;  the  notice  of  every  one  who  fawit,  and 
would  probably  draw  the  mob  after  his  heels, 
could  not  have  efcaped  anyone  but  himfelf; 
but  his  head  v/as  too  intent  upon  making  a 
figure  in  the  eyes  of  his  miflrefs,  to  mind  any 
thing  eife;  as  1  was  far  from  being  difpleafedat 
it,  my  motive  for  defiring  him  to  difguife  him- 
felf being  only  to  expofe  him  to  flronger  ridi- 
cule on  detedlion,  which  I  did  not  defign  he 
iiiould  efcape. 
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"  As  fooii  he  entered   the  garden,  liis   firit 
care  was  to  make  me  obferve  the  brilliancy  ,oi 
his  appearance,  by  telling  me  that  according  fo 
my  defire  he  had  come  in   difguifc,  but  could 
not  poflibly  debafc  himfelf,  or  difhonourme  fo 
much   as  to  put  on  any  dref«  unworthy  of  his- 
rank,  or  improper  to  appear  in  before  me.     I 
thanked  him  for  my  fharc  of  his  compliment;, 
and  being   apprehenfive  that  he  might  be  for 
taking  fome  liberties  which  I  did  not  likc^  if  I 
made  any  delay  there,  led  him  direclly  up  to  my 
own  chamber,  where  I   left  him  in  the  dark, 
telling  him  I  would  return  as  foon  as  I  faw  my 
fervants  properly  difpofed  of.^ 
.   "  I  then  went  down  into  the  parlour,  where 
my  confederate  had  juil:  brought  liis  wife,  big. 
with  expe6lation  of  hearing  fomething  from  me 
that  nearly  concerned  her  honour.     Few  words 
were  requifite  to  introduce  a  fubjC(5l  whicli  all 
were  equally  impatient  for.    I  directly  uiifoldcd 
to  her  the  injullice  deilgned  to  her  bed  ;   (the 
affair  of  the  money  I  thought  proper  not  to 
mention  for  obvious  reafons)  and  telling  her, 
that  having  in  vain  tried  every  argument  to  get 
rid  of  his  importunity,  and  C(^'nvince  him  of  the 
flagrancy  of  fuch  a  cri;ne  againfr  a-lady  of  her 
rank,  1  had  at  length  pretended  to  comply  with 
his  defires,  on.  purpofe  to  give  him  .up  to  her 
admonitions  and  authoritv,  v/hich  I  hoped  might 
be  more  effcclual  to  reclaim  hiui ;    and  there- 
fore  made  an  appointment  with  hi,m,  ias  if  to- 
gratify  his  vile  defues,  in  c^Dnfequcnce  of  which- 
hcwas  that  very  moment  in  my  chamber,  wKi- 
ther  (lie  was  at  liberty  to  go  to  him. 

'^  It  is  impofnble  to  d/ifcribe  the  efte6t  thif,- 
ftor)^  had  on  her.    She  ilood  fo:'  p5ir,e  moments- 
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convulled  with  rage.  At  length  recovering  her- 
felf  a  little,  fhewas  for  going  diredtly  and  tramp- 
ling the  wretch  under  her  feet;  but  her  friend 
interpofed,  and  infniuating,  as  we  had  concert- 
ed, that  though  what  I  faid  might  poffibly  be 
very  true,  it  would  yet  be  a  fatisfa6tion  to  the 
lady  to  be  a  witnefs  to  itherfelf ;  wherefore  fhe 
thought  it  would  be  the  beft  way,  if  I  pleafed, 
for  me  to  return  to  him,  and  enter  into  fome 
fuch  difl'uafive  difcourfe  as  I  had  before  ufed, 
his  anfwers  to  which  would  confirm  what  I  had 
faid,  and  be  a  teftimony  againfl  him,  that  he 
could  not  attempt  to  deny  or  evade.  To  this  I  , 
replied  with  an  offended  air,  that  I  was  not  ac- 
cuftomed  to  have  what  1  faid  doubted;  howe- 
ver, on  fuch  an  occalion  as  this  I  fhould  wave 
■J.l  punctilio,  to  give  fatisfa6lion  to  one  for 
whom  1  had  fo  high  a  refpe6i:  as  her  ladyfhip  ; 
and  therefore  was  ready  to  do  that,  or  any  thing 
tlfe  ihe  fliould  defire. 

"  Flattered  by  this  compliment,  fhe  nodded' 
rnajeflicajly,  and  fupprefiing  her  wrath  as  welf 
'.IS  fhe  could,  let  me  know  that  fhe  would  at- 
tend me  to  the  difgraceful  fcene. 

"My  gallant  was  by  this  time  beginning  to 
be  impatient.  On  my  opening  the  door  (which 
I  left  open  for  his  wife,  though  I  fliot  the  lock 
to  impofe  upon  him)  he  advanced  to  me,  and 
taking  me  by  the  hand  afiied  why  1  had  not 
brought  a  light?  "  Deeds  of  darknefs  (faid  ly 
^^  with  a  loud  figh)  fhould  avoid  the  light.  I 
**^  do  not  believe  1  fhall  ever  bear  to  fee  the 
*^'  light  again  after  confenting  to  give  you  this 
**^  meeting.  But  I  hope  you  will  reflect  on  the 
*'  bla-cknefs  of  fuch  a  crime  as  this  you  have 
^'  been  fo  long  fblliciting  me  to,  and  defift  be^ 
"  fore  it  is  too  late."  — **  Hey- 
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"  Hey-day  !  What  can  be  the  meaning 

**  of  all  this  ?  What  foors-play  can  you  be  at 
'*  now?  Come!  Come!  For  fhame,  ftand  td 
"  your  word.  I  cannot  ftay  long  with  you  to* 
"  night.  I  muft  be  at  home  before  my  JcLa^ 
"  beL  of  a  wife,  to  pull  off  thefe  cloaths.  If 
"  Ihe  fliould  fee  them  upon  me,  I  fhould  never 
"  hear  the  lall  of  it.  I  cannot  ftay  above  an 
"  hour ;  and  fo  make  hafte." 

"  I  am  amazed,  Sir,  that  you  can  fpeak 

"  of  a  lad^  of  your  wife's  rank  in  fo  difrefpeft* 
"  ful  a  manner  !  It  gives  me  a  very  bad  opinion 
"of you.  She  merits  better  "treatment;  and 
''  after  the  honour  fhe  has  done  you  in  conde- 
"  fcending  to  be  your  wife,  it  is  the  higheftin- 
"  juftice  and  ingratitude  in  you  to  wrong  her 
*'  bed  with  any  body  elfe.'* 

"Blood,  madam,    you  are  enough  to 

"  make  a  man  mad,  to  ftand  trifling  fo  at  fuch 
'•  a  time  as  this  !  As  to  what  you  fay  about 
*'  my  wife's  bed,  it  is  all  nonfenfe.  No  man 
"  can  bear  to  bed  with  fuch  an  ugly,  filthy 
"  brute ;  and  for  the  honour  (he  did  me,  I  am 
**  fure  I  have  paid  dearly  for  it.  I  have  raifed 
"  har  great  family  from  beggary.  They  had 
"  not  a  rag  to  cover  their  illufcrious  nakednefs, 
"  till  I  took  compaflion" 

"At  thefe  words,  in  burfl:  his  wife  like  a 
tygrefs  robbed  of  her  whelps.  "  Villain  !  flave  ! 
"  bafe  mechanic!  fexclaimed  flie)  You  take 
"companion  on  my  family!  You  raife  them 
"  from  beggary  !  But  I'll  not  ftoop  to  talk  to 
**  you.  I'll  have  fatisfaition  !  I  will !  The 
^.*'  blood  of  your  bafe  heart  fhallwafh  away  the 
"■'  affront.  I'll  fummon  all  my  relations  to- 
"  morrow-morning,  and  lay  your  vilkiny  be- 

"  fore 
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"  fore  them.  They'll  vindicate  the  honour  of 
''ourhoufe;  they'll  do  juftice  to  themfelves^ 
*'  and  me,  in  a  manner  that  fhall  ftrike  terror- 
"  into  all  fuch  ungrateful  wretches." 

"  While  fhe  poured  out  thefe  threats,  fhe- 
was  fearching  for  him  all  round  the  room;  but 
he  fortunately  efcaped  her  by  creeping  under 
the  bed,  the  moment  he  heard  her  voice,  vi^here- 
he  lay  in  a  fituation  that  may  eafilybe  conceived. 
Not  being  able  to  find  him,  fhe  roared  out  for 
lights  ;  but  I  thought  it  would  be  too  fevere  to- 
give  him  up,  till  her  anger  fhouW  be  fomewhat 
cooled,  and  therefore  countermanded  them ; 
and  as  fhe  had  by  this  time  raved  herfelf  out  of 
breath,  I  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  leading 
her  to. a  chair,  "Pray,  madam,  (faid  I,  in  a 
*'  foothing  accent)  fit  down  for  a  moment  and 
"  flrive  to  compofe  yourfelf.  I  own,  the  pro- 
*'  vocation  you  have  received  is  very  great,  to- 
*'  haveyour  bed  flighted,  and  your  perfon  fpoke- 
.''  fo  injurioufly  of," — 

"  Mentfon  not  that !  (anfwered  fhe)  ir.en- 
**  tion  not  that!  I  defpife  him  too  much  to-  re- 
''  gard  any  thing  he  can  fay  of  my felf.     But- 
"  my  family  !     The  villain,  to  traduce  my  fa- 
"  mily,  and  talk  of  their  being  under  obliga- 
'*  tion  to  him  !  They  who  fufrered  him  to  come- 
^^  into  their  pedigree,  and  quarter  their  arms  1 
*'  I  will  have  revenge.     I  will  have  his  heart's- 
«  blood." 

*'  The  refentment  you  fliew,  madam,  (in- 
*'  terpofed  the  other  lady)  is  worthy  of  you, 
"  and  proves  the  nobility  of  your  blood.  No- 
*' perfon  of  family  can  bear  fuch  abufe.  But 
"  flill,  madam,  confider  who  it  is  that  has  of- 
*:*■  fered  it,     A  creature  that  is  not  worthy  of 

'«  the 
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*'  the  refentment  of  your  relations,  and  has  not 
*■'  the  fpirit  to  meet  them  to  be  killed  fairly, 
"  and  as  a  man  of  honour  fhould  kill  him  ;  and 
"  you  would  not  have  tliem  turn  aflaffins  andU 
"  murder  him,  and  fo  let  all  his  fortune  go  to  ^ 
*'  his  daughter,  as  you  could  not  inheri^t-  it  after 
"  fuch  an  action,  r  or  all  thefe  reafons  I  would 
*'  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  up  this  ugly 
"  affair.  What  has  pafled  is  known  only  to 
''  ourfelves,  and  need  go  no  farther.  Where- 
"  fore,  if  he  will  afk  your  pardon  for  what  he 
"  intended  to  do,  and  adfually  faid  to  this  la- 
"  dy,  and  will  make  over  half  his  fortune  to 
"  you,  to  fettle  upon  your  osvn  family,  in  cafe 
*'  you  fliouldhave  no  children  yourfelf,  I  think 
*'  your  ladyfhip  had  better  forgive  him." 

"  The  other  heard  her  out  with  great  pa- 
tience ;  and  tjjen  paufmg  for  fome  time,  as  if  to 
weigh  matters,  "  Well,  madam,  (faid  fhe,  figh- 
'*  ing)  fmce  you  advife  it,  I  fubmit.  For  this 
**  offence  I  will  accept  of  the  faii3fa6lion  you 
*'  propofe  ;  but  let  him  take  care  how  he  repeats 
«  it." 

"  Matters  being  thus  happily  adjufted,  I  cal- 
led for  lights,  and  defired  my  gallant  to  make 
his  appearance,  who  having  overheard  all  that 
paflcd,  ventured  to  creep  out  of  his  hole,  tho' 
without  daring  to  fpeak  a  word,. 
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Concluded.  A  rebpfe  is  often  worfe  than  the  firji 
diforder.  By  the  help  of  good  friends^  the  grey, 
mare  proves  the  better  horfe.  The  whole  conclu- 
ded  with  fome  inter  ejVing  refeSfions^  which  prove 
that  people  Jhould  look  before  they  leap, 

*'  '^  I  ^HE  candles  difcovered  a  groupe  of  £>•• 
X  gures  not  eafy  to  be  defcrlbed.  My  un- 
fortunate gallant,  all  pale  and  trembling,  his- 
bufhy  wig  turned  awry,  and  the  powder  of  it 
fpread  over  his  cloaths,  which  were  all  tum- 
bled and  dropping  wet  from  fomething  he  had 
fpilled  in  his  creeping  under  the  bed,  fixed  his 
haggard  eyes  upon  his  tender  mate,  v/ho  no» 
fooner  perceived  the  fplendid  relicks  of  her 
klnfman's  rank  abufed  in  fuch  a  manner,  than 
forgetting  her  pacific  refolution,  fhe  relapfed  in- 
?o  all  her  former  fuiy. 

"Audacious  villain  (exclaimed  fhe,  her  eyes 
glaring  with  rage,  and  her  whole  face  diflorted 
with  ev^ry  diabolical  paffion)  '"'•  to  profane  that 
^'  facred  teftimony  of  the  honour  of  my  family 
''  on  fuch  a  wicked,  bafe  occafion  !  Were  you 
*'  not  afraid  that  the  offended  fpirit  of  it's  illu- 
"  ftrious  owner  would  come  and  tear  it  from 
**  your  vicious  carcafe  ?  But  he  has  left  the  taik- 
"  tome." 

"  Saying  this,  (he  fiev/  at  the  trembling 
wretch  with  an  impetuofity  not  to  be  prevented, 
and,  driving  her  fangs  into  his  cheeks,  in  an  in- 
iiant  bathed  his  face  in  blood.     Cov/ards  when 

arou7C(* 
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arouzed  are  always  moft  defperate.  Though 
nothing  could  have  made  him  face  her  fury  de- 
liberately, the  moment  he  felt  her  claws  in  his 
fiefli  he  forgot  his  fears,  and  giving  an  hideous 
roar,  returned  her  aflault  with  equal  violence, 
faftening  one  hand  in  her  hair,  and  firiking  her 
on  the  face  and  brcali  with  all  his  might  with  the 
other. 

"  T|ie  combat  now  was  really  terrible,  and 
the  viiilory  for  fome  time  doubtful.  But  at 
length  with  our  afliftance,  who,  when  we 
thought  {he  had  fuffcred  enough,  under  the  ap- 
pearance of  parting  them,  overpowered  him, 
the  amazon  got  the  belter,  and  kneeling  on  his 
bread  as  he  lay  on  the  ground,  vented  her  rage 
upon  him  while  Ihe  vv^is  able  to  ftrike  a  blow. 
When  (lie  could  beat  him  no  more,  we  made 
a  £hift  to  feparate  and  raife  them  from  the 
ground,  and  having  with  fome  difficulty  reftor- 
ed  them  both  to  their  fenfes,  refumed  our  me- 
diation, in  which  we  were  fo  fuccefsful,  both 
parties  being  fufficiently  fick  of  the  quarrel, 
that  a  reconciliation  was  agreed  to,  which  we 
took  care  fhould  be  on  the  moft  mortifying 
terms  to  the  old  letcher. 

"  During  all  thefe  tranfadtions,  my  poor 
gallant  ufed  frequently  to  look  at  me  fo  fignifi- 
cantly,  that  I  was  afraid  his  wife  would  have 
obfervcd  it,  and  extorted  an  explanation.  But 
it  efcaped  her  notice,  and  he  thought  proper 
not  to  mention  any  thing  of  the  matW ;  whe- 
ther that  he  judged  fuch  an  inftance  of  extra- 
vagance would  only  provoke  her  more  3  for, 
laviih  as  ftie  v/as  of  his  money  upon  her  rela- 
tions, {he  grudged  him  every  penny  he  fpent ; 
or  concluded  from  my  condudt,  that  I  ihould 

deny 
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deny  the  charge,  which  in  that  cafe  would  onlyr 
aggravate  his  fhame,  as  he  had  no  proof  of  it. 

"  To  confirm  him  in  this  opinion,  which  I 
guefied  to  be  the  caufe  of  his  filence  when  his 
lady  and  he  w^ere  iirft  ready  to  dep  rt,  I  mu- 
llered  up  all  the  afTurance  I  could  ;  and  addref- 
ling  myfelf  to  herj  "  I  hope,  madarn  (faid  I) 
"  that  if  this  odd  aJfTair  ihould  ever  happen  to 
*'  be  known,  you  will  bear  witnefs  to  the  pu- 
*'  rity  and  virtue  of  my  condu6t :  And  you.  Sir, 
*'  I  mud:  caution  againft  taking  any  liberties 
*'  with  my  character,  with  a  view  of  extenuate 
"  ing  your  own  crime,  or  laying  any  thing  to 
"  my  charge  which  you  cannot  plainly  prove,. 
*'  as  you  regard  your  life ;  which,  you  are  fen - 
*'  fible,  would  be  made  anfwerable  for  any  in-r 
*'  fult  offered  to  me." 

''  To  this  fpeech  fhe  replied  in  the  affirma- 
tive, while  her  hufl:)and  returned  only  one  of  his 
expreffive  looks,  and  then  they  lovingly  de- 
parted together. 

"  When  my  confederate  and  I  had  indulged 
our  mirth  for  fome  time,  we  went  to  my  gal- 
lant's daughter,  who,  with  her  lover,  was  juft 
then  come.  On  my  entering  the  room  where 
they  were,  the  ftrongeil  anxiety  appeared  in 
both  their  faces,  though  modefty  prevented  their 
giving  it  utterance.  Not  to  keep  them  in  pain, 
"  You  told  meyefterday,  madam,  (faid  I,  tak- 
''  ing  her  by  the  hand)  that  a  thoufand  crowns 
"  would  give  you  a  profpe6l  of  happinefs,  wath 
"  this  deferving  gentleman.  I  now  have  the 
"  pleafure  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  applied 
*'  to  your  father,  with  whom  I  have  pleaded 
"  fo  fuccefsfuUy,  that  I  have  got  you  two 
"  thoufand  from  him,  wl^ich  I  have  ready  to 
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eive  you,  and  hope  heaven  will  blefs  it  in  your 


"  hands." 


"  What  this  happy  pair  felt  on  this  occafion, 
may  be  eafier  conceived  than  defcribed.  They 
tell  together  on  their  knees  before  I  could  po/Ii- 
bly  prevent  them,  and  kifling  my  hands,  bathed 
them  with  tears  of  cxtafy .  My  heart  melted  in 
fympathy  with  tliem.  I  raifed  them  from  the 
ground,  and  embracing  them  both,  led  them» 
unable  to  fpeak,  into  the  next  room,  where  I 
put  the  money  into  the  lady's  hands,  who  di- 
revPily  gave  it  to  him.  We  then  fat  down  to 
fupper,  during  which,  to  relieve  their  fpirits 
that  were  fmking  under  the  prcffure  of  joy  and 
gratitude,  I  gave  a  loofe  to  the  pleafure  my 
heart  wa.s  overflowing  with,  and  entertained 
them  in  the  moft  obliging  and  familiar  manner ; 
and  when  the  fcrvants  retired  gratified  their  cu- 
riofity,  which  I  faw  raifed  to  a  toiture,  with  an 
account  of  the  whole  affair,  but  in  the  light 
moft  favourable  to  my  old  gallant,  to  avoid  giv- 
ing his  daughter  pain,  who,  notwithftanding  his 
unnatural  treatment  of  her,  never  mentioned 
him  but  in  terms  of  duty  and  refpedl. 

"  lliough  the  burgher  and  his  lady  had 
promifed,  as  really  they  ought  for  their  own 
fakes,  to  keep  this  curious  affair  fecret,  it  foon 
took  wind.  The  lady,  whofe  natural  fweetnefs 
of  temper  was  not  much  encreafed  by  this  af- 
fair, never  faw  the  livid  marks  of  her  hufband*s 
prov/efs  upon  her  face,  or  thought  of  the  pro- 
fanation of  her  kinfman's  cloaths,  that  (he  did 
not  read  him  a  comfortable  ledlure  on  his  bafe- 
nefs  and  debauchery  before  all  companies  ;  by 
which  means  all  fhe  knew  of  the  matter  be- 
came public.  But  this  was  not  all.  My  gal- 
lant 
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hint  had  boaftcd  among  his  intimates  of  his  fup - 
planting  the  count  in  my  favour ;  and  when  he 
was  fo  far  recovered  from  the  efFe6ts  of  his 
wife's  refentment  as  to  be  able  to  Ihew  his  face^ 
fcrupled  not  to  fay  that  he  had  carried  his  fuc- 
cefs  to  th-e  height  of  his  wifhes,  though  he  ne- 
ver took  courage  to  renew  his  applications  ta 
me,  nor  even,  which  I  wondered  at,  to  demand 
reftkutien  of  his  money. 

"  This  laid  me  under  a  neceHity  of  telling 
the  whole  affair,  in  my  own  vindication,  both 
his  giving  me  the  money  and  the  ufe  I  had  made 
of  it,  which  gave  the  ftory  another  turn  ,  thofe 
who  v/ere  moil  unfavourable  in  their  opinions 
of  me  before  now  changing  their  note,  and  ex- 
tolling myjuftice  and  generofity  to  the  fides. 
Nor  was  this  the  only  advantage  I  received 
from  it.  The  reft  of  my  admirers,  terrified  by 
the  burgher's  fate,  thought  proper  to  drav/  olF 
in  time,  and  give  up  a  purfuit  that  might  be  at- 
tended with  danger ;  fo  that  I  was  delivered 
from  the  perfecution  of  their  impertinence. 

"  By  this  time  the  campaign  was  ended,  and 
my  friend  returned  to  me,  who  ejijoyed  the 
whole  ftory  with  the  higheft  pleafure;  but  as 
my  gallant  might  fome-way  have  it  in  his  power 
to  make  my  abode  in  that  place  difagreeable, 
for  he  was  more  vexed  at  the  ufe  I  had  applied 
liis  money  to,  than  at  his  own  lofmg  it,  before 
he  took  the  field  next  feafon,  he  removed  me 
hither  where  I  have  lived  ever  fmce,  if 
not  in  the  credit  I  could  wifh,  yet  without  any 
new  reproach,  and  where  I  want  nothing  fo 
much  as  the  approbation  of  my  own  mind  to 
make  me  happy. 

«  You 
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*^'  You  may  probably  wonder  why  I  do  not 
fcek  this  happinefs,  by  breaking' off  my  prefent 
conne61:ion  with  my  friend,  and  returning  to 
my  family  !  But,  alas,  the  things  which  we 
ought  to  do  are  not  always  in  our  power.  I 
fee  what  is  befl:,  but  I  follow  that  which  is 
worft.  My  heart  is  now  fo  wedded  to  him, 
( if  I  may  ufe  the  expi  effion )  that  death  only 
can  part  me  from  him  ;  and  though  the  plea- 
iure  I  enjoy  in  his  company  is  never  without 
allay,  even  for  the  poor  pittance  of  his  time 
which  it  is  in  his  power  to  fpend  with  me,  from 
the  reflexion  of  its  being  criminal  both  in  the 
commencement  and  continuation  of  it,  I  have 
not  refoluticn,  I  cannot  even  fay  I  have  a  wifh 
to  be  feparated  from  him. 

'^  Befide,  whom  fhould  I  return  to  ?  What 
happinefs  could  1  expect  at  home  ?  My  family 
indeed  have  let  me  know  that  they  would  re- 
ceive me;  but  how?  Not  to  their  efteem  ! 
Hiat  is  impoilible.  As  a  reprobate  whom  they 
have  admitted  out  of  charity,  to  give  her  an  op- 
portunity of  repentance,  and  fave  her  from  ruin 
in  another  life  as  well  as  this  ;  as  a  reproach  to 
them,  which  they  would  keep  among  them- 
felves  to  hide  it  from  the  world.  Every  look 
would  upbraid  me,  every  word  infult  my  folly. 
At  leaft  confcioufnefs  would  take  it  in  that 
fenfe,  which  were  equally  intolerable. 

"  I  have  thus,  my  dear  friend,  given  you  a 
view  of  my  unhappy  life,  both  to  entertain  you 
and  eafe  my  own  heart,  by  pouring  out  its  griefs 
into  your  bofom.  If  you  tJiink  me  worthy  of 
the  like  confidence,  or  that  my  advice  can  be 
of  any  advantage  to  vou,  I  fhail  give  it  with  as 
much  fmcerity  as  I  Ihall  receive  yours  with  gra- 
titude 
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titude  upon  all  occaflons ;    and  I  promife  you 
the  moft  inviolable  fecrefy." 

CHAP.    XII. 

One  Jiory  generally  introduces  another.     The  true 

ohjeSi  of  female  attention  to  drefs.     Common  con^ 

fequences    of  fajhionahle    intimacy^    and  female 

friend/hip^  with  the  fecret  oftfiaking  a  right  ufe 

of  a  Jhoeing-horn* 

THE  other  lady,  who  had  liftened  to  her 
friend's  ftory  with  the  ftrongeft  attention, 
was  fome  time  before  fhe  made  any  anfwer. 
At  length,  with  a  down-caft  look  and  heavy 
figh,   "  I  fhould  make  a  bad  return,  dear  ma- 
dam,   ( faid  fhe)   for   the  good   opinion    you 
have  fhewn  of  me,  could  I  harbour  any  doubt 
of  you,    or  refufe  to  comply  with  any  thing 
you  defire.     My  unhappy  flory  has  few  cir- 
cumftances;    and  O  that  the  fequel  of  it  may 
have  fcv^er  yet  !     Thofe  in    which  it   differs 
from  your's  are  all  to  my  difadvantage.    The 
principles  of  virtue    were  inculcated    in  my 
opening  mind   with   the   tendered  care,    and 
enforced  to   my  imitation  by  the  moll   lively 
example.      I  pafled  the  moft  dangerous  feafon 
of  life,  when  ripening  youth  too  often  makes 
paffion  an  over-match  for  reafon,  without  re- 
proach ;    and  at  laft  ran  head-long  into  ruin, 
with  my  eyes  open. 

"You muft wonder  at  a  condu6i:  fo  contrary 
to  every  motive  that  ihould  influence  a  creature 

3  ^"- 
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endo\ved  with  the  fainteft  glimmering  of  rea^ 
{on.  But  the  caufe  of  it  may  eafily  be  traced. 
Public  fame  had  flattered  me  into  an  opinion  of 
my  own  beauty,  and  many  examples  juftiiied 
my  ambition  of  rifmg  to  the  moft  exalted  for- 
tune on  the  merit  of  that  alone.  Yielding  there- 
fore to  the  impulfe  of  vanity,  I  thought  of  no- 
thing but  improving  that  advantage ;  and,  un- 
der the  appearance  of  ftudying  my  own  plea- 
fure,  laid  fnares,  with  the  molt  anxious  and  mer- 
cenary ailiduity,  for  every  man  whom  I  thought 
proper  for  my  purpofe  :  the  wretched  toil  to 
vvliich  the  greatelt  part  of  our  fex  devote  the 
prime  of  life. 

"  I  proceeded  for  fome  time  on  this  plan, 
when  the  gentleman  with  whom  I  am  at  pre- 
fent  conne6led  took  it  into  his  head  to  fmgle 
me  out  for  the  object  of  his  gallantry.  Though" 
hi^  being  a  married  man  cut  off  all  hopes  of 
fuccefs  in  my  favourite  fcheme,  there  was  fome- 
thing  fo  fiattering  to  my  vanity  in  being  ad- 
mired by  a  perfon  of  his  rank,  that  I  could  not 
rcfift  the  pleafure  of  it,  efpecially  as  I  meant 
nothing  criminal,  and  this  kind  of  gallantry 
had  the  fandion  of  fafliion. 

"  As  the  general  intercourfe  kept  up  among 
people  ofdiiHnction  had  been  improved  into 
fome  degree  of  intimacy  between  this  gentle- 
man's v/ife  and  me,  the  afliduity  with  which  he 
paid  attention  to  me  upon  all  occafions  for 
fome  time  pafTed  for  the  effect  of  familiarity  aiid 
friendfhip.  But  whether  fhe  fufpe6ted  the 
truth,  and  therefore  thought  proper  to  fhew  a 
coolncfs  to  nie,  or  that  confcioufnefs  of  de- 
ferving  it  made  me  think  fo,  I  at  length  began 
to  fancy  that  Ihc  flighted  me  j  and  being  con- 
firmed 
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firmed  in  that  opinion,  by  finding  myfelf  omit- 
ted in  a  general  invitation  of  her  acquaintan- 
ces, I  conceived  the  moft  violent  refentment 
againft  her ;  to  wreak  which  in  the  fevereft 
manner  1  affeiSled  to  liften  to  her  hufband's  ad- 
drefles  with  pleafure,  and  gave  reafon  for  fuf- 
picions  which  were  foreign  to  my  heart,  though 
at  the  fame  time  I  was  not  infenfible  that  by 
fuch  a  conduct  I  ran  the  hazard  of  defeating 
my  original  defign  ;  but  this  I  vainly  thought 
I  could  remedy  when  I  pleafed,  by  breaking  off 
all  conne61:ion  with  him  as  foon  as  I  had  gra- 
tified my  pique  againft  her, 

"  There  is  nothing  more  dangerous  than 
liftening  to  the  allurements  of  vice,  though  with 
the  moft  innocent  intention.  It  is  like  playing 
on  the  brink  of  a  precepice.  By  making  the 
idea  familiar,  it  takes  off  its  terrors,  and  brings 
on  a  falfe  fecurity  that  generally  betrays  into  a 
fall. 

*'  I  expected  that  my  admirer's  wife  would 
foon  perceive  this  change  in  my  conduct,  and 
by  breaking  with  me  entirely  give  me  an  opportu- 
nity of  triumphing  over  her  in  the  moft  mortify- 
ing manner,  by  fhewing  the  moft  fovereign  con- 
tempt for  what  made  her  fo  unhappy.  But 
inftead  of  this  fhe  continued  to  treat  me  with 
the  fame  if  not  greater  intimacy  than  ever,  and 
convinced  me  that  the  offence  I  had  taken  had 
been  all  groundiefs. 

"  Whether  fhe  did  this  to  retort  my 
fchemes,  and  make  me  look  defpicable  even  in 
my  own  eyes,  or  in  hopes  of  fhaming  me  into 
a  proper  fenfe  of  my  behaviour  by  the  contraft 
between  it  and  h^rs,  I  cannot  fay  ;  but  this  I 
know  that  it  had  the  former  effect  moft  fully, 
3  and 
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&nd  would  certainly  have  fuccecdcd  in  the  lat,P 
tcr  alfo,  had  it  not  been  for  one  of  thofe  acci- 
•dents  which,  as  you  juilly  obfcrved,  fhew  the 
infignificancy  of  human  wifdom,  and  rule  our 
lives. 

'^  A  gentleman  of  diflinguifhed  rank  and  for- 
tune, but  who  was  far  advanced  in  years,  and 
in  every  refpec^  an  objc6i:  of  averfion  and  con- 
tempt, unhappily  took  a  liking  to  me.  The 
advantages  of  fuch  a  match  dazzled  the  eyes  of 
all  my  friends,  who  exerted  their  uimoll  influ- 
ence to  induce  me  toconfent  to  it.  Buttho'it 
was  the  very  obje61:  I  had  all  along  had  in  view, 
and  exceeded  the  mofl  fanguine  hope  my  vani- 
ty had  ever  formed,  when  it  came  to  the  teft, 
my  heart  rebelled,  and  I  could  not  bring  my- 
felf  to  barter  happinefs  for  grandeur. 

"  Though  I  gave  this  anfvver  in  the  moft 
determined  manner,  and  fupported  it  with  rea- 
fons  impoHible  to  be  refuted,  my  lover  would 
not  defift.  On  the  contrary,  he  feemed  deter- 
mined to  weary  me  out  by  his  im.portunity,  and, 
to  fecond  it,  engaged  the  authority  of  my  famii- 
ly,  on  the  ftrength  of  which  he  alv/ays  uro^ed 
his  odious  fuit  with  the  moft  infulting  confi- 
dence. 

"■  T'he  contraft  between  this  condu61:,  and 
the  refpe<5lful  infinuating  addrefs  of  my  former 
admirer  was  too  ftriking.  I  began  to  hearken 
to  him  with  more  pleafure  than  ever  ;  and,  from 
a  confirmed  perfuafion  that  I  could  not  be  hap- 
py with  the  other,  raflily  concluded  that  I  muft 
be  fo  with  him,  as  if  the  alternative  was  una- 
voidable. 

''  As  my  ancient  fuitor  had  fettled  his  bar- 
gain with  my  friends,  he  looked  upon  me  as 

Vol.11.  E  fecure. 
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lecure,  and  therefore  made  no  fecret  of  the  af- 
fair. The  moment  it  came  to  my  lover's  ears, 
lie  expoftulated  with  me  upon  it  in  the  moft 
paflionate  and  tender  terms  ;  and  though  I  had 
yet  formed  no  refolutions  which  made  it  necef- 
iary  for  me  to  account  for  my  condu6l  to  him, 
I  held  the  other  in  fuch  averfion,  that  in  the 
"weaknefs  of  my  heart  I  could  not  conceal  it ; 
nor  my  unhappinefs  and  apprehenfions  from  the 
authority  and  importunities  of  my  friends. 

"  He  was  too  well  verfed  in  the  fcience  of 
intrigue  not  to  take  immediate  advantage  of 
this.  He  condoled  with  me  on  the  cruelty  of 
fuch  a  perfecution,  enumerated  the  many  in- 
dftances  in  Vvhich  it  had  been  unhappily  fuccefs- 
ful ;  and  heightened  my  diflike  of  the  other  into 
abhorrence,  by  feveral  anecdotes  of  his  charafter 
which  I  was  before  a  flranger  to.  Nor  did  he 
flop  here.  As  he  was  intimate  with  his  rival, 
he  inftantiy  exerted  all  his  art  to  urge  him  to. 
prefs  his  fuit  with  me  more  earneflly,  imputing 
my  refufal  to  coynefs  which  wanted  only  to  be 
woed,  and  turning  his  bafhfulnefs,  as  he  cal- 
led it,  into  ridicule. 

"  While  he  ftimulated  him  in  this  manner, 
he  made  me  believe  that  he  ufed  every  argu- 
ment which  generofity  and  honour  could  fug- 
geil,  to  diffuade  him  from  a  purfuit  that  he 
faw  was  fo  difagreeable,  but  all  in  vain;  the 
other  declaring,  that,  if  I  perfifled  much  longer, 
he  v/ould  have  recourfe  to  the  authority  of  m.y 
friends,  which  they  had  promifed  to  exert  at  a 
proper  time,  when  refiftance  fhould  be  out  of 
my  power.  This  fcheme  was  too  fuccefsful. 
Urged  en  by  him,  my  fuitor  prefled  his  addref- 
fcs  with  redoubled  warmth,  and  enforced  them 

with 
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^vith  new  offers,  which  engaged  my  friends  ftill 
mjre  languinely  in  his  behalf;  and  by  that 
means  confirmed  all  my  lover  had  faid  to  me, 
who  aggravated  my  apprehenfions  of  compiil- 
fion  to  iuch  a  height,  fixing  the  very  hour  when 
I  was  to  be  facrificed  to  a  particular  day  on 
which  I  had  been  obliged  to  accept  of  an  invi- 
tation to  his  country-feat,  in  company  with 
fome  of  my  neareft  relations,  that  in  the  mad- 
nefs  of  affright  1  liftened  to  the  propofals  he 
made  me,  and  confented  to  come  away  with 
him,  perfuaded  that,  however  blameablc  fuch  a 
ilep  might  be  in  other  cafes,  felf-prefervation 
juftified  it  in  me;  fo  that  I  really  ran  away 
from  my  fuitor,  rather  than  with  my  lover. 

"  The  mvftery  of  this  management  I  v/as 
not  long  unacquainted  with.  He  was  fo  proud 
of  the  addrefs  he  had  fhewn  in  it,  that  the  mo- 
ment he  had  me  in  his  power,  he  could  not 
avoid  boaftlng  of  it  in  the  vanity  of  his  heart. 
This  was  the  hrft  thing  that  awoke  me  to  re- 
flecftion,  though  I  have  fmce  had  abundant  rea- 
fons  befide.  'I'he  mortification  of  finding  my- 
felf  duped  in  fuch  a  manner,  by  one  whofe  un- 
derftanding  I  had  ever  held  in  too  low  efteem, 
to  have  any  apprehenfions  of  the  kind,  with 
the  ridiculoudy  vexatious  circumffances  whichr 
attended  my  elopement,  had  fuch  an  effect  up- 
on me,  that  I  wrote  to  my  friends  in  the  an- 
guifh  of  my  foul,  to  beg  I  might  be  permitted 
to  return,  and  throw  myfelf  abfolutely  upon 
their  mercy  in  every  refpedt  but  that  of  beino- 
facrificcd  to  that  odious  old  creature;  but  a 
falle  pride  prevented  their  complying  with  my 
requeft.  They  concluded,  though  moft  in- 
jurioufly,  that  my  ruin  was  compleated,  and 
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rejecled   me    v/ith    difdain,    as   a  reproach  to 
them. 

"  I  then  had  no  choice  left,  and  was  obliged 
to  perrul:  from  neccffity  in  the  crime  of  folly, 
as,  I  am  perfuaded,  is  the  cafe  of  many  ofthofe 
who  appear  mofl:  culpable.  What  will  be  the 
confequence  I  dare  not  even  divine.  This  I 
am  determined  on  :  I  v/ill  not  be  the  fport  of 
his  caprice,  carried  about  like  an  unneceffary 
part  of  his  baggage,  only  for  fhev/,  to  gratify 
his  vanity  at  the  expence  of  my  fhame.  He 
ihall  either  quit  his  military  life  at  the  end  of 
this  campaign,  and  retire,  according  to  his  re- 
jieated  promifes  and  oaths,  to  fome  place  where 
v/e  fhali  not  be  knov/n  ;  or  I  will  quit  him, 
and  return  home  at  every  event.  I  am  entitled 
to  a  fortune  that  v/ill  afford  me  a  morfel  of 
bread  in  fome  country-village,  where  I  may 
have  leifure  enough  to  repent  of  my  foLy;  and 
even  that  is  better  than  the  life  I  lead  now." 


CHAP,     XIIL 

fAove  military  matters.     Politics  on  one  ftde  of  the 
quejilonf 

JUST  as  the  lady  had  concluded  her  ftory, 
my  fellow-traveller  continued  his  journey, 
J  therefore  left  the  fair  friends  together,  to  com- 
pare the  errors  of  their  paft  conduct,  and  con- 
fnin  each  other  in  their  rcfolutions  of  amend- 
fnejitf 

The 
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The  futtler,  having  taken  the  circuit  he  in- 
tended, arrived  at  the  camp  to  which  he  was 
going  vi^ithoiit  any  accident,  and  delivered  hi& 
packet  into  the  general's  ov.'n  hand,  who  run- 
ning his  eye  over  the  contents,  ''  This  will  do  I 
*'  (faid  he)  This  will  do!  I  have  long  waited 
*'  for  an  opportunity  to  give  them  a  decifive 
*'  ftroke,  and  now  I  have  got  it ;  thanks  to  m  v 
*'  faithful  and  vigilant  agents  !  Sure  no  other 
*'  people  ever  v/ere  fo  infatuated  as  to  harbour 
'*  the  fubje6ls  of  their  enemies  thus  in  their  very 
*'.b  fom,  in  a  tim.e  of  open  \v w  !  They  do  not 
*^  preconcert  a  motion  that  I  have  not  notice 
"  of.  Indeed  if  it  were  not  for  the  intelligence 
**  which  I  receive  in  this  manner,  I  fhould  of- 
^^  ten  be  at  a  lofs." 

The  purport  of  the  intelligence  v/hich  ha 
had  received  was,  that  the  advcrfe  army  would 
be  fo  confiderably  weakened,  as  the  next  day, 
by  feveral  detachments,  that  a  general  attack 
might  be  made  almoft  Vvith  a  certainty  of  fuc- 
cefs.  Such  an  oppoitunity  was  not  to  be  mif- 
jTed.  He  inflantly  fet  about  making  all  the  nt- 
cellary  preparations,  and  fent  orders  to  ari- 
other  general,  who  commanded  a  feparate  bodv 
of  forces,  but  fubordinate  to  him.,  to  fecond  h's 
dcfign,  by  a  vigorous  attack  at  the  fam.e  time 
on  the  fide  next  him.  The  difpofitions  he  made 
wore  the  mod  promifing  afpedt  5  but,  according 
to  the  ufual  uncertainty  of  military  operations, 
his  whole  fcherne  mifcarricd.  He  met  with  fa 
warm  a  reception  from  the  enemy,  Vn  ho  had  an 
opportunity  of  oppofmg  their  v/holc  force  to 
him,  the  other  general  not  attacking  af  the 
fame  time,  that  he  was  forced  to  retreat  with 
precipitation  and  confiderable  lofs,    and  leave 
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the  other,  who  was  juft  then  coming  up,  tx- 
pofed  to  the  vi61orious  army,  which  might  have 
given  him  a  total  defeat,  had  not  that  been  con- 
trary to  the  general's  fcheme  of  protrading  the 
war;  who  therefore,  content  with  repuliing 
one  part  of  the  enemy's  forces,  permitted  the 
other  to  retreat  without  a  ftroke. 

This  difappointment  inflamed  the  difcord 
which  already  fubfifted  between  the  two  gene-- 
rals  ;  the  chief  alledging,  that  he  ihould  ha?e 
fuccceded  in  his  attempt,  had  his  orders  been 
properly  obeyed  by  the  other,  v/ho  retorted  the 
2,ccufation,  and  faid  he  was  abandoned  on  pur- 
pofe  that  he  might  be  cut  ofF,  which  muft  have 
been  the  confequence  had  not  the  enemy  mif* 
taken  a  retreat,  for  which  he  faw  no  neceility, 
for  a  ftratagemto  draw  him  in  betv/een  the  two 
corps,  each  of  which  v/as  aimoR-  equal  to  hiS 
whole  army.  ■ 

The  confequence  of  this  difa2;reement  is  ob- 
vious. Each  general  had  his  own  creatures 
among  the  cfficers,  who,  openly  efpoufmg  the 
caufe  of  their  patrons,  began  a  kind  of  civil 
v/ar  among  thcmfelves,  which  threatened  the 
moil:  dangerous  efFe61:s,  bad  the  enemy  been  in- 
tent upon  taking  the  advantage  of  them. 

On  my  proceeding  to  take  a  view  of  this  ar- 
my, I  was  fenfibly  ftruck  at  the  diiFerence  be- 
tween it  and  that  which  I  had  [Qen  before.  In 
the  other,  though  a  variety  of  interefts  pre- 
vented the  various  corps  of  which  it  was  com- 
pofed  from  holding  that  friendly  intercourfe 
with  each  other,  that  ought  to  fubfiil  be- 
tween men  engaged  in  the  fame  caufe,  yet 
ftill  that  jealoufy  went  no  farther  than  an  un- 
fociable   diflance,    and  never  interfered  with 

duty. 
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tlut5^     The   men    befide    were  wcli    proviJeci 
with  the  necellary  appointments  of  evei-y  kind,- 
which  preferved  them  in  that  health  and  vioor' 
indifpenfably  elTential  to  fuccefs. 

But  here  every  thing  v/ore  a  different  afpec^^. 
Though  all  the  fubjeils  of  the  fame  fovcreign, 
and  therefore  united  in  every  view  of  intereft, 
the  officers,  as  I  have  obferved,  were  divided 
into  fadlions,  and  embroiled  in  conflant  quar- 
rels ;  and  the  private  men  fickly,  half-flarved, 
and  half-naked  ;  yet,  under  all  thefe  difrrac- 
tions  and  diftreiles,  the  levity  of  temper  which 
characlerifes  their  nation  difplayed  itfelf  in  its 
greateR  force ;  the  officers  forgetting  their  ani- 
mofity  the  moment  they  had  put  up  their  fv/ords, 
and  chatting  together  on  mutters  of  mirth  and 
anuifement  with  all  the  familiarity  of  friends, 
till  fom.e  accident  revived  their  difputes  ;  and  the 
men  dancing  to  divert  hunger,  and  keep  them 
warm,  and  ail  venting  their  ref^fntment  againft: 
the  authors  of  their  feveral  grievances  in  a  fcur- 
iilous  fong  or  lampoon. 

^  While  I  was  making  thefe  obfervations  the 
night  after  this  mifcarriage,  my  attention  was 
ftruck  by  a  converfation.  which  palled  between 
tv/o  officers  on  guard,  who,  having  drawn  oft' 
to  fome  diflance  from  their  men,tho'ughLthem- 
feives  in  no  danger  of  being  over-heard,  and 
therefore  opened  "their  hearts'^without  referve. 
"  I  think,  (faid  one  of  them,  n\mofe  accent 
fiiewed  him  to  be  a  foreigner)  that  confider- 
ing  all  things,  we  got  very  well  over  this 
aifair.  Had  the  enemy  purfued  his  advan- 
tage, I  do  not  know  what  might  have  been 
the  confequence." 

That  is  very  true,    (anfwercd  the  other) 


E    A.  « 
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**  it  might  Iiave  been  fomewhat  difagreeabfe ; 
"  but  this  will  always  be  the  cafe  where  court- 
*'  favour  is  put  in  competition  v/ith  merii,  and 
*'  rivals  joined  in  command  whofe  emulation 
*'  is  to  fupplant  each  other,  though  at  the  ruin 
"  of  the  public  caufe  ;  and  this  is  the  very 
*'  thing  that  has  drav/n  this  war  out  to  fuch  a 
^'  tedious  length..  The  general  v/ho  began  it 
'*^  gloriouily  was  immediately  removed^  to  make 
''  way  for  one  whofe  fole  aim  w^as  to  make  a 
*'  fortune  by  every  iniquitous  and  inhuman  me-  ' 
*'  thod  of  ruining  the  unhappy  countries  v/hich 
**  were  the  feat  of  the  war,  and  defrauding  the 
*'  very  army  he  comn^aanded  of  their  neceilary 
**  appointments.  When  his  avarice  was  fa- 
"  tiated,  and  the  public  chimour  grown  too 
*'  loud,  he  was  fucceeded  by  another  favourite, 
*'  though  of  an  ©ppofite  party,  who  was  ho- 
*'  ne/ler,  it  is  true,  but  had  lefs  military  kn,ow- 
*'  ledge,  which  brought  a  diigrace  upon  the 
'*  glory  of  his  country,  not  paralleled  in  its 
"  annals. 

''  To  retrieve  that,  neceffity  pointed  out  the 
**  prcfent  general,  on  whofe  adtivity  and  va- 
*'  lour  great  expe6lations  were  founded.  Nor 
""  did  he  difappoint  them.  His  entrance  on 
"  the  command  v/as  fignalized  by  feveral  fuc- 
*'  cefsful  and  glorious  exploits,  which  were  to 
''  prepare  the  way  for  more  important  events  ; 
*'  but  before  iie  had  tim.e  to  put  his  great  de- 
*'  figns  in  execution,  the  fame  prevailing  in- 
"  fluence  which  had  fo  unhappily  removed  the 
''  firft  general,  and  taken  oiVence  at  the  pre- 
*'  fent  alfo,  found  means  to  incumber  hirn 
'^  with  his  prefent  colleague,  and  by  that  means 
*■'  flopoed  his  progrefs,  as  vou  have  (esn  this 
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"  day  ;  and  where  It  yet  may  end,  I  tremble  to 

"  think."  >    ,  .    .    X, 

''  Faith,  (replied  the  former)  this  is  but  an 
«  uncomfortable  account,  I  own  ;   but  1  never 
"  trouble  my  head  with  looking  forward.    My 
"  bufmefs  is  to  fight  when  I  am  in  the  field,. 
"  and  live  as  well  as  I  can  upon  my  pay  when 
''I  am  not;  and  I  mind  nothing  elfe.  Not  but  I 
"  fhould  like  to  knowfomething  of  thefe  matters 
"  too;  but  I  can't  tell  how  it  is,  I  have  a  bad  head 
"  for  politics  myfelf,  and  I  never  converfe  with 
*'  any  one  who   is  able  and  willing  to  inftruft 
''  me.     If  it  be  not  too  much  trouble,  I  fnould 
*«  be  oblio-ed  to  you  for  fome  information.     It 
'<  will  fer^e  to  pafs  away  the  time,  as  we  havo 
"  nothing  to  do.     Pray  what  was  the  caufe  ot 
*'  this  war  that  has  coft  us  fo  many  fine  ar- 
«'  mies  ?    And  what  are  we  fent  here  for  ?    For 
'«  my  part,  I  cannot  comprehend  it  for  my  life! 
*'  We  are  marched  all  this  way,   1  know  not 
''  for  what ;    and  lofe   our  lives   I   know  not 
"how,  dving  like  rotten  iheep   v/ichout  any 
«'  credit  to  ourfelves,  or  advantage  to  our  iove- 

«'  reiij;n."  .     ,, 

'^  You  afk  a  queftion,  my  friend,  (returned 
«'  the  other)  not  eafy  to  be  anfwered,  nor  fafe 
«*  to  be  difculTed,  were  it  pofiible  for  us  to  be 
'*  overheard ;  but  as  I  think  there  is  no  dan- 
«'  ger  in  that,  I  will  ftrive  to  give  you  the  belt 
i<  account  I  can  of  the  matter. 

"  The  Englifii  and  we,  you  know,  are  ne- 
*'  ceffarily  eifemies,  becaufe  we  obftrua  each 
«*  other's  views.  If  it  was  not  for  thofe  head-- 
«'  Ihonp-  Ifianders,  we  fiiould  long  fince  have 
''  raifed  the  glory  of  our  fovereign  to  the  higheit 
*'  pitch,  by  the  conquefi:  of  all  Europe;  as,  on 
*       '    ■'  E  5  *^  th« 
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''  the  other  band,  they  would  engrofs  the  com- 
"  merce  of  the  whole  world,  and  of  courfe  be- 
"  come  mafters  of  all  the  wealth  in  it,  did  we 
*'  not  crofs  their  avaricious  views  by  every  pof- 
*'  fible  means.  In  negotiating,  we  always  have 
'*  the  advantage  of  them ;  but  when  we  come 
*'  to  war,  1  do  not  know  how  it  is,  but  they 
"  fometimes  are  hard  enough  for  us. 

*'  As  for  the  prefent  v/ar  in  particular,  it 
"  took  its  rife  folcly  from  their  prefumption  and 
^'  injufiice.  Under  pretence  of  our  having 
*'  forcibly  pcflefTed  ourfelves  of  fome  fpots  of 
**  land  which  belonged  to  them  in  the  bound- 
*•■  lefs  defei'ts  of  America,  they  fell  upon  our  de- 
"^  fencelefs  merchants  without  any  previous  de- 
*'  claration  of  war,  and  took  numbers  of  them 
**  in  a  cowardly  pyratical  manner. 

"  Provoked  at  this  infolence,  our  m.onarch 
"**  in  his  v/rath  fent  one  of  his  armies,  and  ccn- 
•*  quered  an  important  part  of  their  dominions. 

Ailonifhed  at  this  ftroke,  they  flood  looking 

at  each  other  in  the  moft  defpicable  affright, 

while  he  proceeded  gloriouily  in  his  ccn- 
"*'  quefts  in  every  part  of  the  globe. 

'*  Their  terror  was  for  fome  time  fo  s:reat, 
*'  that  they  called  in  a  parcel  of  their  mercena- 
*^  ry  allies,  to  prote6i:  them  from  his  vengeance, 
""^  which  they  apprehended  v/ould  purfue  ihem^ 
*'  even  in  their  own  country  ;  not  giving  them- 
*'  felves  time  to  confider,  that  there  was  a  fea 
'^  between  them  which  it  was  impoffible  for  his 
"  troops  to  pafs. 

'*  At  length  they  were  rouzed  from  this 
*'  ftate  of  fear  and  ftupefacSlion  into  a  kind  of 
*'  phrenzy,  in  which,  by  feme  frrange  mifma- 
*'  nagement  in  our  affairs,  they  not  only  reco- 

"  vered 
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'*  vered  almoU  all  the  conqucfts  we  had  made 
'*  from  them,  but  alfo  pufbed  their  fuccels 
"  to  a  length  which  a  Frenchman  can  not 
*'  think  of  without  blufhing. 

"  To  ballance  thefe  adA'antages,  and  bring 
''  them  to  a  proper  way  of  thinking,  we  are 
*'  fent  here,  where  our  alliances  and  the  num- 
"  ber  of  our  forces  encouraged  us  to  hope^ 
"  that  we  might  make  fueh  acquifitions  as  on 
*'  a  treaty  of  peace  fliould  be  deemed  equiva- 
"  lent  to  theirs,  and  exchanged  for  them.  Hi- 
"  therto  matters  have  not  fucceeded  quite  fo- 
"  well  as  we  expected  ;  but  ftill  we  have  gain- 
*'  ed  one  great  point,  in  making  them  diffipate 
*'  that  wealth,  which  is  the  foundation  of  their 
"  power,  in  a  fruitlcfs  oppofition  to  us  ;  a  fol- 
*'  ly  that  will  certainly  reduce  them  to  beggary,, 
"  if  they  perfift  in  it  much  longer,  which  our 
"  monarch  knows,  and  for  that  reafon  conti- 
"  nues  to  carry  on  the  war,  even  under  fucli 
**  apparent  difadvantagcs. 


tar  Titr  tiSr  'SBr  'tsIt  tSr  'iir  txr  "titr  'xXr  T>tr  tXr  titr  -tiXr  tXr  ' 
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A  nnu  fcht'77ie  of  carrying  on  a  war.     An  ill-tiniec{ 
doubt  often  difconccrts  a  good  /hry.     Anecdotes  of 
a  loyal  family .    The  hi  [tor y  o/'  S  i  r  A  R  C  H 1 B  A  L  D , 
and  Zelide  primrfs- of  Annenia. 

**  T  AM  very  much  obliged  to  yott  for  this 
*'  i  information,  (replied  the  foreigner)  Z 
**•  own  I  have  never  viewed  tilings  in  this  \yf\\t 
^*'  before.  I  have  indeed  felt  feme  of  the  bad 
£  6  *'-  coii- 
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"  confequences  of  our  v/ant  of  fuccefs  in  the 
*^  floppage  of  my  pay  j  but  I  never  dreamed  of 
"  the  advantages  which  might  attend  the  profe- 
*'  cution  of  an  unfuccefsful  war. 

"  But  in  the  mean  time,  is  there  no  danger 
*'  that  we  may  be  out  in  our  calculation,  and 
*'^  ruined  iirfl  ?  By  all  appearances,  the  fi- 
*'  nances  of  the  enemy  are  in  a  much  more 
*'  ilourifliing  way  than  ours.  They  pay  every 
*'  body  punctually,  and  even  enlarge  their 
*'  expences  every  day,  in  pufliing  their  good 
"^^  fortune,  and  fuoporting  the  conquefls  they 
*'  make." 

*'  And  fo  much  the  worfe  for  them,  (re- 
*'  torted  the  Frenchman)  their  pun6i:uai  pay- 
*'  ments  will  foon  leave  them  pennylefs.  Our 
*'  government  a6led  more  prudently.  By  re- 
*^  fufmg  to  pay  their  debts,  they  kept  money  in 
*'  their  hands  to  carry  on  their  defigns,  which 
^ '  the  others  will  foon  find  themfelves  unable 
•'<  to  do. 

'^  As  to  their  enlarging  their  expence  in  fup- 
**  porting  their  conquefts,  that  is  the  very 
*'  thing  we  defire.  We  let  them  conquer  on- 
"^^  ly  to  draw  them  into  more  expence.  You 
■^^  cannot  think  that  our  mighty  monarch  would 
**  have  permitted  their  infoience  to  have  gone 
''  unpuniilicd  fo  long,  if  he  had  not  (ome  great 
'''end  in  view.  No!  No!  Their  ccnquefts 
*'  v.'ill  be  their  ruin,  take  my  word  for  it.  As 
*'  foon  as  they  have  exhauded  themfelves  by 
*'  conquering,  they  will  be  glad  to  give  all  lip 
^^  for  a  peace.  It  has  ever  been  fo.  It  is  but 
^'  fending  in  abl<?  negotiator  to  treat  with  them, 
"  aiKi  the  w^ork  is  done ;  their  heads  are  too 
*-^  heavy  for  politics.  No  !  No  !  their  mak- 
**  ing  conquells  figniiies  nothing.  "As 
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'^  As  to  what  you  fay  of  our  being  ruined; 
*'  firft,  that  is  all  a  milfake.  Our  king  can 
"  never  be  ruined  while  there  is  money,  ormo- 
''  ney's  worth,  in  his  dominions.  It  is  all  his 
*'  own.  He  need  not  Itoop  to  flatter  his  fub- 
"  je6ts  to  lend  ;  he  has  power  to  take.  They, 
*'  it  is  true,  may  poffibly  fuffer  for  a  time?  but 
*'  what  does  that  fignify  where  the  glory  of 
"  thicir  fovereign  is  concerned  ?  No  true 
*'  Frenchman  ever  thinks  of  that.  He  leaves 
*'  fuch  felfifh  confiderations  to  Englifh  mer- 
*'  chants  and  mechanics.     He  is  above  them, 

*'  1  fay,  for  a  thne\  becaufe  our  refourccs 
*'  arc  all  within  ourfelves.  Let  us  be  never  fo 
*'  exhaufted  by  war,  a  few  years  of  peace  never 
*'  fail  to  reftore  us ;  and  we  have  the  pleafure 
"  to  rcfled-,  that  the  attention  paid  to  our  in- 
"  terefts  then  always  makes  amends  for  what 
*'  we  fuffered  before ;  whereas  our  enemies 
"  think  of  no  fuch  thing.  The  moment  they 
*'  get  a  peace,  which  their  eagernefs  for  it  fel- 
"  dom  lets  them  have  patience  to  wait  for  on 
"  good  terms,  they  fall  to  wrangling  among 
*'  themfelves,  and  never  trouble  their  heads 
*'  about  the  good  of  the  public,  till  they  have 
"  occafion  to  call  for  aiiillance  again  ;  fo  that 
"  their  affairs  are  always  better  manap-ed  in 
*'  war  than  in  peace,  even  in  refpedl:  to  the 
"  matters  moli  foreign  to  war. 

"  The  reafon  of  this  is,  that  their  gover- 
''  nors  not  having  any  dire6l  property  in  the 
*'  goods  of  their  fubj.e61:s,  they  think  it  not 
*'  worth  their  while  to  take  any  care  about 
"  them  ;  whereas  with  us,  all  being  in  our 
*'  fovereign's  power,  he  looks  upon  them  as 
*'  his  own,  and  fludies  their  improvement  ac- 

"  cordingly. 
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*'  cordlngly.  Of  this  there  ml^ht  innumera- 
"  ble  Inllances  be  given  in  all  the  articies  of 
*'  commerce,  the  ballance  of  which  we  con- 
*'  ftantly  continue  to  bring  into  our  favour,  in 
"  peace,  by  fome  means  or  other,  in  lefs  time 
"  than  they  wreft  it  from  us  in  war." 

''  All  this  may  be  very  true,  for  ought  I 
*'  know,  (faid  the  foreigner)  but  one  thing  I 
"  am  convinced  of,  which  is,  that  however 
"  conducive  this  power  maybe  to  the  monarch's 
''  glory,  it  were  better  for  his  fubjecSls  that  he 
"  fliould  be  without  it.  I  have  experienced 
''  both  cafes,  and  therefore  am  the  better  able 
*'  to  judge." 

"  If  fo,  (anfwered  the  Frenchman  with  fome 
*'  tartnefs)  I  wonder  why  your  countrymen 
*'  chufe  to  come  and  fix  themfelves  among  us ! 
*'  Few  people  leave  a  place  they  like  for  one 
*'  they  do  not." 

"Very  true,  (replied  the  foreigner  gravely) 
*'  they  feldom  do.  But  there  may  be  circum- 
*'  ftances  to  influence  fuch  a  choice.  I  have 
*'  heard  this  glanced  at  more  than  once ;  and' 
*'  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  I  had  difBculty  to 
*'  refrain  from  taking  notice  of  it.  I  am  not 
*'  captio'js  in  my  temper;  but  ftill  I  cannot  bear 
*'  infmuations  injurious  to  my  country.  For 
*' this  reafon,  aslefteemyou,  and  confequent- 
*'  ly  defire  your  good  opinion,  give  me  leave* 
''  to  relate  a  few  of  the  particulars  of  my  own 
*'  cafe,  which,  1  imagine,  will  make  you  view 
''  the  matter  in  a  different  light,  from  what 
''  you  feem  to  have  done  hitherto  ;  and  convince 
*'  you  of  the  injuftice  of  fuch  refle6lions  for  the 
"  (u^  '     ;   nor  fhall  I  trefpafs  on  your  patience 

"  long;. 

"You 
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^'  You  are  not  a  flrangcr  to  the  revolutions 
*'  which  have  happened  in  the  Britifh  govern- 
*'  nient.  I  w^ill  not  enter  into  a  dilcufllon  of 
"  the  power  which  the  people  of  England  have 
*'  on  many  occafions  exercifed  over  their  fove- 
"  reigns.  That  part  of  the  Britifti  dominions 
*'  in  which  I  was  born  has  ever  been  remark- 
"  able  for  the  contrary  principles  ;  our  un- 
"  fliaken  loyalty  having  always  been  proof  to 
"  temptation,  and  even  to  tyranny. 

"  in  this  antient  monarchy  my  anceflors  en- 
*'  joyed  diftinguifhed  honours,  before  the  fa- 
*'  milles  of  many  of  the  prcfent  fovereigns  of 
"  Europe  had  emerged  from  barbarifm  and  ob- 
"  fcurity.  Our  pofleffions  were  extenfive  ;  and 
"  if  nature  had  denied  the  enervating  delicacies 
*'  of  luxury.  Heaven  made  ample  amends  by 
"  the  number  and  virtue  of  our  valials,  v/hofe 
"  valour,  guided  by  the  loyalty  of  their  lords, 
*'  often  fupported  their  fovereign's  throne  in 
"  the  dire  conflicts  of  ambition,  the  ftruggles 
"  which  the  untamed  fons  of  favage  liberty 
"  made  againli:  law  and  rule. 

"  The  virtuous  a6lions  of  our  anceflors  are 
"  handed  down  for  imitation  ;  nor  is  the  facred 
"  record  difcontinued,  till  a  feries  of  unworthy 
"  deeds  makes  the  degenerate  pofterity  blufh 
"  at  the  upbraiding  comparifon.  Doubt  not 
"  therefore  the  tale  which  I  am  going  to  re- 
"  late;  nor  think  it  to  be  the  ficftion  of  vanity 
"  or  imagination.  The  reverend  fire  has  flill 
"  delivered  it  invariably  to  his  attentive  fons, 
"  nor  has  a  fyllable  been  altered  in  the  courfe 
"  of  fo  many  generations. 

"Our  fame  was  not  unknown  in  foreign 
lands.     Wherever  the  Ihrill  trumpet  called  the 

war- 
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warriors  forth  to  arms,  our  banners  waved  the 
foremoft  In  the  field  j  and  trophies,  won  by- 
feats  of  hardieft  prowefs,  graced  our  focial 
halls. 

"  We  had  proceeded  in  this  honourable  path 
for  many  ages,  when  holy  Lewis,  glowing  v>^ith 
pious  zeal,  undertook  to  deliver  the  facred  re- 
pofitories  of  the  blefled  faints,  the  places  hal- 
lowed by  the  footfteps  of  our  Lord,  from  the 
profanation  of  infidels.  Fired  at  the  news  of 
iuch  a  glorious  defign,  the  heir  of  our  illuftri- 
ous  houfe  led  forth  the  chofen  youths  of  all  our 
hills,  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  faith.  The 
name  of  their  chief  prepared  a  welcome  for 
them,  and  juflified  the  choice  which  Lewis  made 
of  youthful  Archibald,  to  lead  the  van  in  all  his 
armies,  after  he  had  diib'd  him  his  own  knight, 

"  The  unhappy  event  of  this  great  defign  is 
too  well  known.  I  fhall  therefore  confine  my- 
felf  to  what  immediately  concerns  this  my  moft 
honoured  progenitor.  During  the  ftruggles 
which  Lewis  made  with  the  malevolence  of 
fortune,  the  actions  of  fir  Archibald  made  him 
the  terror  of  the  hofts  of  the  infidels  ;  at  the 
fame  time  that  his  exemplary  virtues  were  a 
reproach  to  the  loofer  manners  of  his  fellow- 
foldiers.  In  an  excurfion  which  he  made  one 
day,  in  quefi:  of  intelligence,  fate  dire6ted  his 
fieps  to  the  banks  of  a  rivulet  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Saracen  camp,  the  beauty  of 
which  tempted  him  to  trace  its  courfe  along  the- 
woody  vale. 

"  He  had  not  proceeded  far,  when  the  found 

of  female  voices  ftruck  his  ear.    The  fongs  with 

which  they  filled  the  winding  valley,  declared  the 

innocence  and  happinefs  of  their  hearts.  He  lif- 

3  tened 
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tened  for  a  while  ;  and  then,  as  he  was  a  truly 
chafte  and  courteous  knight,  was  turning  about 
to  retire,  for  fear  of  intruding  on  their  privacy, 
when  a  fhriek  of  affright  told  him  his  alTiflance 
was  neceflary  to  them.  He  hefitatcd  not  a  mo- 
ment; but,  rufning  forward,  faw  that  a  troop  of 
the  marauders  who  fwarmed  around  the  camp  of 
Lewis,  and  difhonoured  the  chriilian  name  with 
their  atrocious  crimes,  had  furprifcd  a  band  of 
helplefs  females,  and  having  difperfed  their 
feeble  guard  of  eunuchs,  were  carrying  them 
forcibly  away.  He  knew  their  danger  in  the 
hands  of  fuch  worfe  than  brutal  ruffians  ;  and 
proclaiming  his  own  name  in  a  voice  that 
ihook  the  hills,  ran  forward  to  their  reicue. 

"  Awed  at  the  well-known  name,  they 
feemed  to  paufe  ;  but  their  leader  feeing  that  fir 
Archibald  was  alone  and  on  foot,  for  when  he 
firi\  heard  the  voices  he  had  left  his  horfc  v/ith 
his  men,  that  he  m.ight  not  difturb  them  as  he 
advanced  to  liften  more  diftin6lly,  waved  his 
hand  to  his  aObciates  to  follow,  and  clapping 
fpurs  to  his  horfe's  fides  was  out  of  fight  in  a 
monient.  But  all  did  not  efcape  fo  ealily;  the 
well-aimed  javelin  of  fir  Archibald  pierced  the 
hindermoft  as  he  had  turned  himfelf  for  flight, 
and  brought  him  life-lefs  to  the  ground.  The 
a6live  knight  inftantly  feized  the  flced  of  the 
fallen  caitif,  and  vaulting  nimbly  on  him  rode 
after  the  ravifliers,  whom  he  foon  over-took, 
the  ftruggles  of  the  females  impeding  their 
flight,  and  their  cries  direcSling  his  purfuit. 
The  villains  at  firft  taking  him  for  their  com- 
panion avoided  him  not,  nor  flood  on  their  de- 
fence ;  but  the  deaths  of  the  two  firft  of  their 
number,    who  fell  withiu   the  reach    of  his, 

fword. 
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fwora,  convinced  them  of  their  error,  and  that 
it  was  impoiTible  for  them  to  fly  from  him. 

"  Cuflom  had  inured  them  to  danger,  and 
defpair  now  made  them  valiant.  Their  number 
alfo  againft  his  jQngle  arm  gave  them  a  profpe6t 
of  fuccefs.  They  let  go  the  women  therefore, 
and  forming  themfelves  into  a  troop  bore  all 
together  upon  him.  But  he  difdained  to  wait 
for  their  affault ;  and  rufhlng  furioufly  into  the 
midft  of  them,  for  fome  time  maintained  the 
unequal  combat,  and  ballanced  their  numbers 
by  his  valour.  Five  of  their  bodies  now  lay 
breathlefs  round  him,  when  his  horfe,  pierced 
to  the  heart  v/ith  a  fpear,  fell  to  the  ground  fo 
fuddenly,  that  all  his  agility  and  ftrength  were 
not  fuiEcient  to  difengage  him  from  him.  In 
this  fituation  he  expe6ted  nothing  lek  than  in- 
Itant  death,  when  all  at  once  the  afl'ailants 
turned  their  backs,  and  fought  their  fafety  in 
£ight. 

"  Surprifed  at  this,  fir  Archibald  looked 
round,  and  faw  his  faithful  men  galloping  up 
toward  him.  They  had  heard  his  voice  when 
he  firft  called  to  the  ruffians,  and  imagining 
that  he  wanted  their  alTiftance  advanced  with 
fpeed  by  the  fide  of  the  rivulet,  till  they  found 
the  wretch  whom  he  had  pierced  with  his  jave- 
lin ;  alarmed  at  the  fight  of  whom  they  doubled 
their  hafte,  and  happily  came  up  time  enough 
to  fave  their  lord. 

"  The  firft  care  of  fir  Archibald  was  to 
fearch  for  the  women,  whom  it  was  difficult  to 
find,  their  fright  having  made  them  hide  them- 
felves the  moment  they  had  been  let  go  by 
the  ruffians.  At  length,  however,  the  dili- 
gence of  his  men  difcovered  them  all  but  one,. 

the 
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the  lofs  of  whom  the  reft  deplored  in  the  mod 
pafiionate  terms.  Sir  Archibiild  concluding 
that  ihe  muft  have  been  carried  oft'  by  fome  of 
the  ravifticrs,  while  the  reft  ftopped  to  attack 
liim,  was  at  a  lofs  v/hat  to  do.  It  was  in  vain 
to  think  of  overtaking  them  without  fome  guide 
to  direct  his  purfuit,  and  whom  to  get  he  knew 
not. 

••'  In  this  perplexity  he  bethought  himfelf  of 
trying  whether  fome  intelligence  might  not  be 
gained  among  thofe  who  had  fallen  by  his 
fword,  if  they  all  were  not  as  yet  quite  dead. 
He  was  not  difappointed.  From  one  of  them 
he  learned  their  place  of  rendezvous  ;  and  that 
their  leader  had  borne  away  his  prey,  as  fir 
Arcibald  had  conjeiStured.  The  generous  knight 
was  alarmed  at  her  danger,  and,  ordering  twa 
of  his  men  to  condu£l  the  difconfolate  damfcls 
back  to  the  Saracen  camp,  fet  off"  himfelf  with 
the  reft  in  fearch  of  her. 

"  Vhc  place  to  which  he  was  directed  was  a 
cave  in  the  darkeft  recefs  of  a  wood,  at  a  con- 
fiderable  diftance  from  him.  The  day  was  now 
far  fpent,  and  th?  way  fo  difticult  to  be  found, 
"  that  it  was  night  before  they  reached  the  ca- 
vern. Sir  Archibald  waited  not  to  demand  en- 
trance, but  drawing  his  fword  ruflied  boldly  in. 
Heaven  feem.ed  to  have  delayed  him  to  the  mo- 
ment that  fliould  make  his  coming  moft  criti- 
cal. Inflamed  with  brutal  pailion,  the  mifcre- 
ant,  when  he  could  not  pcrfuade  the  damfel  to 
compliance,  had  refolved  to  gratify  his  bafe  de- 
fires  by  force.  Her  cries  reached  the  ear  of  fir 
Archibald  as  he  entered  the  cave,  and  direfteJ 
him  to  her  refcue  j  which  he  efFe6led  juft  as 
her  ftreno;th  was  e^haufted  in  the  ftruggle,  and 

fhe 
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fhe  lay  a  defencelefs  prey  to  the  fpoiler.  With 
one  ftroke  he  fevered  the  wretch's  head  from 
his  body  ;  when,  raifmg  the  aftonifhed  maiden 
from  the  ground,  he  ftrove  to  reftore  her  fpi- 
rits  by  the  moft  itender  and  encouraging  alTur- 
ances  of  fafety  and  prote6lion. 

"  At  iirfl:  fhe  threw  her  eyes  wildly  round 
the  dreary  cave,  and,  filled  with  the  horror  of 
the  fcenes  fhe  had  jufi:  gone  through,  could 
fcarcely  believe  her  fenfes  that  (lie  was  delivered. 
At  length  recovering  power  to  fpeak,  "  What 
''  man,  or  rather  what  angel  art  thou"  (faidfhe 
in  the  Saracen  tongue,  fixing  her  eyes  upon 
him  as  he  ftood  without  his  helmet,  which  he 
had  pulled  off  when  he  had  firfl  raifed  her  from 
the  ground)  '*^  v/hom  Heaven  has  thus  miracu- 
"  loufly  fent  to  fave  me  from  ruin  ?  The  be- 
"  nefit  is  fo  great,  that  I  had  rather  think  the 
"  latter,  as  the  obligation  is  too  much  to  owe 
"  to  man.'' 

"  Lady,  (anfwered  he  in  the  fame  language^ 
*'  which  he  had  learned  in  the  war)   I   am  a 
"  man  !  a  fmful  man,  v/ho  knows  it  is  his  du- 
ty to  fuccour  virtue  in  diftrefs." 

A  man  !  (replied  fhe  earneftly)  Say  then 
*'  of  what  lineage  and  country  art  thou  come, 
"  tliat  I  may  ftudy  the  moft  acceptable  reward 
"  for  thy  courtefy  and  valour  !" 

"  Thou  feeft  before  thee,  (returned  he)  lady, 
*'  a  Chriftian  knight,  whofe  faith  makes  virtue 
"  a  duty,  and  looks  not  for  reward." 

"  A  Chriftian!  Gracious  Heaven!  (exclaim- 
"  ed  the  lady,  as  recovering  herfelf  after  a  long 
*'  paufe)  Pardon  courteous  ftranger  the  ravines 
*'  of  a  diftracled  brain  !  No  reward  can  return 
^'  the  obligation  I  am  under  to  you,  and  yet  I 

"  muft 
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^'  muft  fue,  for  more ;  I  muft  intreat  you  to 
■"  conducSi  mc  uiiedLly  to  the  Saracen  camp, 
"  and  reftore  mc  to  my  diftreffed  parent,  who 
''  now  laments  the  I(  ;s  of  his  only  child." 

"  Talk  not  of  rewards,  moft  beauteous  lady, 
*'  (faid  the  knight,  gazing  in  rapture  on  her) 
"  the  pleafure  of  doing  you  a  fervice  is  it's  own 
*'  reward.  All  I  require  is  to  know  your  name; 
"  and  O!  tell  me,  1  conjure  you,  (continued 
*'  he,  falling  on  his  knees  before  her)  if  it  be 
*'  poflible  for  a  foldicr  of  no  ignoble  birth  or 
*'  fame,  to  make  the  offer  of  his  honeft  heart 
"  acceptable  to  you." 

"  Brave  knight,  (anfwered  fhe)  an  heart 
*■'  like  thine  is  v.  orthy  of  the  moft  exalted  maid's 
^'  acceptance ;  but  there  arc  infiiperable  obfta- 
"  cles  to  thy  deilre.  As  for  my  name,  it  would 
*'  avail  you  naught  to  know  it.  Let  me  adjure 
^'  you  therefore  by  that  virtue  which  your  foul 
"  reveres,  to  defift  from  any  farther  enquiries 
*'  about  me ;  and  conveying  me  to  the  camp 
*'  of  your  enemies,  there  to  leave  me  to  my 
♦'  fate." 

"  Thy  will,  O  beauteous  arbitrefs  of  my 
"  deftiny,  (replied  he)  is  a  lav/  to  thy  devoted 
"  fervant.  I  obey  thee  ;  but  firft  permit  /ne 
"  to  pour  out  the  fulnefs  of  my  foul." — Then 
taking  her  fair  hand  as  he  kneeled  before  her, 
and  holding  it  between  his,  "  Accept  my  ho- 
*'  mage,  fovereign  lady  of  my  heart !  (faid  he) 
'*  and  receive  me  from  this  hour  for  thy  true 
"  and  conftant  knight  ;  and  by  this  facred 
**  pledge  I  fwcar,  (touching  her  hand  devout- 
"  ly  with  his  lips)  no  other  dame  fhall  ever 
**  raife  a  wifh  in  my  breaft  contrary  to  the  faith 
*'  I  here  plight  unto  thee.'" — — 

**  And 
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"  And  in  return  I  promife  thee,  moft  valiant 
*'  and  right  gentle  knight,  (faid  Ihe)  that  the 
*'  remembrance  of  thy  courtefy  fhall  never  be 
*'  erazed  from  my  grateful  heart;  nor  any  other 
"  man  fupplant  thee  in  that  regard  which  it  is 
^'  lavi^ful  for  a  virgin  to  feel  for  her  deliverer," 

'*  Comforted  by  this  kind  promife,  fu*  Ar- 
chibald took  her  by  the  band,  and,  leading  her 
to  the  mouth  of  the  cavern,  mounted  her  be- 
hind him  on  his  able  fleed,  and  bore  her  vi'ith- 
out  accident  to  the  Saracen  camp. 

"  As  foon  as  they  came  to  the  moft  advanced 

guard  fhe  difmounted,    and   pulling    a  coftly 

jewel  from,  her  breaft,    "Wear  this  (faid  fhe 

'  tenderly)  in  remembrance  of  one  who  will 

'  never  forget  her  generous  deliverer." 

*'  I  accept,  deareft  lady,  (anfwered  he  bend- 
'  ing  his  knee  to  the  earth)  a  gift  made  pre- 
'  cious  by  thy  hand,  and  promife  to  wear  it  as 
'  a  badge  of  thy  authority  over  my  heart ;  as 
'  thou,  if  I  have  found  favour  in  thy  fight, 
'  wilt  alfo  condefcend  to  take  this  ring  from 
'  thy  fervant.  My  honoured  mother  beftowed  it 
'  with  her  dying  benediction,  and  enjoined  me 
'  never  to  give  it  till  I  could  truly  give  my  heart 

'  along  with  it." She  kindly  took  the  pledge 

of  his  love,  and  put  it  on  her  hand  diredly  5 
then,  biding  him  adieu,  advanced  alone  to  the 
guard,  who  inftantly  condu6led  her  where  fhe 
commanded  them. 

"  Sir  Archibald  ftood  for  fome  time,  unable 
to  ftir ;  his  eyes  follov/ed  her  as  far  as  he  could 
fee  through  the  (hades  of  night,  and  he  liftened 
to  her  fteps  till  the  founds  infenfibly  died  away 
from  his  ear.  Awaking  at  length  as  from  a  trance, 
*^  Unhappy  Archibald    (faid  he,    linking  his 

"liand 
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"  hand  upon  his  grief- fwollen  breaft)  to  what 
'^  misfortunes  has  thy  wayward  fate  rcferved 
"  thee?  Never  till  this  day  did  my  heart  feel 
''  the  power  of  beauty.  I  laughed  at  love,  and 
"  called  his  bondage  folly  ;  but  amply  has  the 
"  tyrant  now  avenged  his  caufe,  and  pierced 
"  me  with  his  fharpell,  moft  invenomed  lance* 
''  Ye  maids  of  Caledonia,  who  oft  have  wept 
"  your  flighted  charms,  and  called  the  heart  of 
*'  Archibald  infenfible,  now  triumph  in  his 
"  fall.  He  loves  without  a  ray  of  hope  to  pro- 
"'  mife  him  fuccefs." 

"  Thus  did  he  confume  the  remaining  part  of 
the  night  in  fruitlefs  lamentation,  till  his  fol- 
lowers at  the  approach  of  morning  reminded 
him,  that  it  was  neceflary  for  him  to  return  to 
the  chriflian  camp. 

"  From  this  hour  his  heart  was  a  ftrangerto 
happinefs.  Did  he  know  even  who  the  objed: 
of  his  wifhes  was,  he  might  at  leaft  have  pleafed 
himfelf  with  forming  imaginary  fchemes  for  ob- 
taining her  love;  but  her  command,  which  he 
moft  religioufly  obferved,  precluded  him  from 
making  any  enquiries  about  her,  as  his  men's  ig- 
norance of  the  Saracen  language  had  alfo  pre- 
vented their  learning  any  thing  from  the  dam- 
fels  whom  they  had  conducted  to  the  camp. 


CHAP. 
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C  H  A  p.     XY, 

TJje  Hijlory  c/SiR  Archibald,  and  Zelide 
pr,mcefs  ^Armenia,  continued. 

*'  "O  U  T  though  his  private  peace  was  thus 
X5  poifoned,  it  flackened  not  his  attention 
to  the  duties  of  war.  On  the  contrary,  the 
troubles  of  his  mind  making  him  weary  of  life, 
he  eagerly  fought  every  occafion  of  lofmg  it 
with  honour.  In  the  laft  unfortunate  acSfion 
between  Lewis  and  the  Saracens,  Sir  Archi- 
bald, at  the  head  of  his  bonny  lads,  charged  the 
infidels  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  he  broke  in- 
to the  main  body  of  their  army  ;  and  had  he 
been  followed  with  equal  fpirit  by  the  other 
fquadrons  under  his  command,  might  poifibly 
have  altered  the  fate  of  that  unhappy  day.  But 
envy,  which  always  follows  fuperior  merit,  had 
inflamed  the  hearts  of  certain  French  lords,  who 
thought  themfelves  eclipfed  by  his  fame,  to  fuch 
a  degree  againft  him,  that  when  they  faw  him 
break  like  a  torrent  into  the  battle  of  the  ene- 
my, inftead  of  following  his  fteps  with  emula- 
tive virtue,  they  bafely  drew  back,  and  gave 
the  infidels  an  opportunity  of  furrounding  him, 
and  his  few  brave  men. 

*'  Thrice  did  he  penetrate  fo  far  through 
their  numbers,  as  to  feize  the  imperial  firandard  ; 
but  the  multitude,  whom  dread  of  fuch  a  dif- 
grace  made  throw  themfelves  defperately  be- 
tween him  and  it,  as  often  bore  him  back.     At 

lejigth 
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length,  collecting  all  his  force  for  one  kiil:  ef- 
fort, he  burll:  in  irrefiftibly  among  them,  and 
feizing  it  with  one  hand  had  raifed  the  other  to 
fmite  the  chief,  whofe  vigorous  gripe  with-held 
it  from  him,  when  a  ftone,  hurled  by  a  daftard 
Have  who  dared  not  approach  within  the  reach 
of  his  fword,  felled  him  to  the  ground.  The 
bafe  herd  infUntly  rufhed  in,  and  were  ready  to 
wreak  their  cowardly  revenge  upon  hisdefence- 
lefs  body,  when  the  chief,  who  refpefted  valour, 
thou2;h  'in  an  enemy,  and  judged  by  the  rich- 
ncfs  of  his  armour  that  he  muit  be  lome  perfon 
of  note,  whofe  ranfom  would  v/ell  reward  his 
huinanity,  into  pofed  ;  and,  difcovering  that  he 
lljll  breathed,  ordered  him  to  be  removed  to  his 
own  tent,  and  tlicre  taken  proper  care  of.  With 
fu-  Archibald  fell  the  fpirlt  of  the  chriftian  ar- 
my, rnd  left  the  infidels  an  eafy  and  complcat 
viclory. 

*'  He  had  not  been  long  in  the  tent  of  the 
chief,  when,  by  the  afliltance  of  thofe  into 
whofe  care  he  had  been  given,  he  began  to  re- 
cover his  fenfes.  Opening  his  eyes  he  looked 
around  in  filent  adonifhment  for  fome  time  ; 
then  turning  to  the  attendants  who  were  bulled 
about  him,  he  alked  them  eourteoufiy  where  he 
v/as,  and  to  whom  indebted  for  fuch  friendly 
treatment ;  but  they  laid  their  hands  upon  their 
mouths,  to  let  him  know  that  they  mud:  not 
convcrfe  with  him.  This  increafcd  his  per- 
plexity. The  tent,  and  the  habit  of  thofe  who 
adminiftered  fuch  kind  aflid-ance  to  him,  (hew- 
ed him  that  he  was  in  the  bauds  of  the  enemy; 
tut  that0\Try  afiiftancc,  fo  contrary  to  their 
ufual  practice,  heightened  his  allonifhment  flill 
more  and  more. 

VoL.IL  F  <^The 
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"  The  next  morning  he  found  himfelf  fowei'l 
recovered,  that  he  deiiredpermiflion  to  wait  upon 
his  benefaCLor  to  return  him  thanks,  and  learn' 
what  ranibm  he  demanded,  which  he  doubted 
not  but  Lewis  would  readily  pay.  The  chief 
received  him  courteoufly,  and  informing  him 
of  the  total  defeat  of  the  chriftian  army,  gave 
him  to  \inderftand  that  his  hopes  of  liberty  v/ere 
at  an  end. 

"  TheefFeiSi  which  this  account  had  on  him 
was  eafily  perceived.  The  manly  fortitude  that 
fat  upon  his  brov/  before  gave  place  to  liftlefs 
deje61:ion.  ''  Thy  will  be  done,  O  God !  "  (ex- 
claimed he  with  a  loud  figh)  then  fixed  his  eyes 
upon  the  ground. 

"  The  chief,  who  imagined  that  iiis  grief 
nrofe  from  the  thought  of  his  captivity,  encou- 
raged him  with  aillirances  that  he  fhould  not 
receive  unworthy  treatment.  But  fir  Archi- 
bald focn  fhev/ed  him  that  his  diftrefs  arofe 
from  a  m.ore  exalted  motive.  "  Think  not, 
"''  mofl:  courteous  and  noble  lord"(faid  he,  raifmg 
his  eyes  flowly  from  the  ground  and  fixmg  thern' 
on  the  chief,  with  a  look  that  fhev/ed  a  foul 
overburthened  but  not  broken  by  woe)  "  think 
*•'  not  that  my  grief  is  for  myfelf.  Liberty  is 
*"'  the  jevv'cl  of  every  virtuous  foul ;  without  it 
*'  the  fentiments  of  honour,  generofity,  and  cou- 
'^  ra^e,  are  a  torture.  But  ftill  I  mourn  from 
"  a  more  extcnfive  caufe.  I  mourn  the  mis- 
^■'  for;:anes  of  my  royal  mafter,  the  princely  and 
"  pious  Lewis.  I  mourn  the  defeat,  of  the  ar- 
*^  mies  of  the  Lord.  1  am  but  a  worm,  an 
*'  atom  in  the  creation,  unworthy  of  a  thought 
*"'  in  fuch  a  fcene  of  ruin.'' 

•'^  The  chief  was  f^ruck  wi:h  fuch  greatnefs 
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pf  foul,  and,  repeatini;  his  kind  confolation, 
demanded  who  lir  Archibald  was,  and  what 
rank  \\e  held  in  the  army  of  Lewis.  But  the 
hiirh-mindcd  knioht  had  formed  the  rcfolution 
of  concealing  his  name  and  quality,  to  hide  the 
difgxace  which  he  thought  his  captivity  would 
refledl  upon  his  noble  houfc  and  country. 
*'  No  !  (faid  he  to  himfelf )  never  fliall  it  be 
*■'  -faid  tWat  Hi-  Archibald  is  a  flave  !  that  a  no-  . 
"  ble  Scot  was  forced  to  bend  the  knee  to  bar- 
"  barous  infidels.     Let   me   perifh    unknown, 

"  and  let  my  reproach  die  with  me." Then, 

as  if  recollecting  himfelf,  "  I  am  no  more  than 
"  a  private  knight,  O  noble  lord,  (anfwered 
"  he)  whom  a  deiire  cf  fame  brought  to  this 
*'  fatal  war.  I  was  not  born  in  the  ligiance  of 
*'  royal  Lewis,  nor  bore  any  high  rank  in  his 
^'  armies.  I  led  a  few  brave  youths,  the  foU 
*^'  lowers  of  my  way-ward  foitune,  to  the  field, 
■*-'  v/ho  all,  as  I  fuppofe,  have  fallen  with  ho- 
"  nour ;  and  O  !  that  I  had  fliared  their  glo- 
"  rious  fate  ;  but  I  v/as  unworthy,  and  am  re- 
*'  fcrved  for  flavery." 

''  There  is  a  fympathy  between  ncble  fouls, 
which  foon  unites  them.  The  chief,  who  be- 
fore admired  the  valour,  nov/  loved  the  virtue 
of  his  captive.  -He  directly  received  him.  into  hi ; 
intimacy,  and  was  fo  ftruck  with  the  charms  cf 
his  converfationj  that  "he  opened  to  him  all  the 
•fecr^ts  of  his  foul.  As  tliey  fat  together  one 
d.iy,  beguiling  the  heat  of  the  iioon-tidc  hours, 
■in  pleahng  difcourfe,  the  chief  paufed  for  fame 
time  as  if  loft  in  thoijght ;  then  ftarting  in  a 
kind  of  tranfport,    ''  lUhall  be  fo  ;    (faid  he) 

"  'tis  Heaven  infpires  the  thought." Thea 

addreJTing   himfelf  to   fir  Archibald;    "  6V///77, 

F  2  '^(that 
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"'  (that  was  the  name  he  had  given  him)  thou 
"  muft  go  and  plead  the  caufe  of  thy  friend. 
''  That  eloquence  which  can  charm  thefierceft 
"  paffions  of  the  foul  to  peace,  can  furely  kindle 
*"  the  more  gentle  ones  of  pity  and  defu-e.  I 
*'  love,  molt  warmly  love  ;  but  the  object  of 
*'  my  wifhes  is  infenfible  to  my  pain,  nor  will 
"  liften  to  my  intreaties.  Go  then  and  foften 
"  her  heart,  paint  my  paffion  In  proper  co- 
''  lours,  and  teach  her  to  make  a  juft  return 
''  to  it.  Attempt  not  to  diflwade  me  from,  the 
"  thought.  It  is  Heaven  that  infpires ;  and  I 
"  will  purfue  it." 

"  Sir  Archibald,  who  knew  by  fad  experience 
that  love  is  an  over-match  for  reafon,  anfwered, 
that,  far  from  contradidling  his  will,  he  was 
ready  to  obey  him  in  any  thing  he  fhould  com- 
mand ;  and  only  defired  to  know  how  his  weak 
endeavours  were  to  be  applied.  The  chief  em- 
bracino^  him  tenderly,  "I  will  inform  you  of 
^'-  every  thing,  (faid  he)  and  will  not  doubt  of 
"  your  fucceis.  You  mufl:  know  that,  about 
''  three  moons  fince,  the  guard  of  one  of  the 
"  advanced  polls  brought  to  my  tent  a  damfel 
*'  mod:  richly  attired,  who  they  faid  had  come 
*'  to  them  juft  before  the  morning- watch,  and 
"  required  to  be  conducted  to  the  commander 
"  of  the  night.  The  m^oment  fhe  entered  and 
"  caft  her  eyes  upon  me,  "  Achmet,  (faid  fhe, 
"  with  an  air  of  dignity  that  awed  my  foul ) 
"  lead  m^e  to  the  pavilion  of  thy  mafter.  I  am 
"  Zelide,  his  daughter,  who  was  this  day  fur- 
"  prized  by  the  enemy,  as  I  walked  along  the 
"  banks  of  the  rivulet  j  and  have  now  recover- 
*'  ed  my  liberty  in  a  manner  not  necefiary  to 
"  be  told. 

"I 
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*'  I  was  {o  dazzled  at  the  light  of  her  beauty^ 
*'  for  {lie  had  no  veil  on,  that  I  was  fome  tiir.8 
*^'  before  J.  had  power  to  make  her  any  anlwer. 
"  At  length,  proftrating  myfelf  at  her  feet, 
'^  Forgive,  O  beauteous  princcfs,  (faidi)  the 
*'  ignorance  of  thy  flaves,    who  have  not  paid 

*'  the  rcfpe6t   due  to   thy  fublime  flate." 

"  Rife,  (anfvvered  ihe)   and  lead  me  toinyfa- 
"  ther  ;  1  forgive  every  thing," 

^''  Encouraged  by  this  condefcenfion,  I  ven- 
*'  tured  to  riie,  and  taking  her  hand,  which  fhc 
*'  gracioufly  held  to  nie,  condii61:ed  her  to  the 
"  pavilion  of  the  Armenian  monarch.  The  joy 
"  that  her  return  raifed  can  no  more  be  defcri- 
*'  bed  than  the  fituation  of  my  heart.  All  was 
*'  tumult,  extacy,  and  madnefs. 

"  As  foon  as  I  had  delivered  her  into  her  fa- 
*'  ther's  hands,  I  prepared  to  retire,  when  cal- 
•"  ling  to  me,  *'  Stay  Achmet,  (faid  the  inrap- 
*'  tured  monarch)  and  receive  the  reward  of  thy 
''  fervice.  I  have  fworn  to  give  Zelide  to  the 
*'  man  w^ho  fliould  refcue  her  out  of  the  hands 
**  of  the  ravifiiers,  and  reftore  her  to  me.  Her 
**  maidens  have  told  me  what  noble  fpirit  yoii 
*'  exerted  for  her.  Here  Zelide,  take  an  huf- 
"  band  who  has  deferved  you." 

"  I  proftrated  myfelf  at  his  feet  in  tranfport, 
**  and  embraced  his  knees,  unable  to  exprefs 
"  the  joy  of  my  full  heart ;  when  the  princefs 
"  replied  to  her  father,  "  The  merits  of  Ach- 
''  met  are  fufliciently  great,  without  afTum/mg 
"  thofc  of  another.  I  owe  my  liberty  to  an 
"  unknown  hand." 

.  "  It  is  impoffible  to  exprefs  what  I  felt  at 
"  hearing  her  lay  this.  The  manner  in  which 
*'  ihe  fpoke  convinced  me  that  her  heart  wa4» 
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^'  net  iiicjined  in  my  favour;  and  I  knew  the 
''  fondnefs  of  her  father  too  well,  to  think  that 
he  would  put  any  conftraint  upon  her  incli- 
nations. Hov/ever,  I  yielded  to  the  impulfc 
of  my  pafiion,  and  throwing  myfeif  at  her 
feet,  "  Pvevoke  not,  O  beauteous  princefs^ 
^^  (faid  I)  the  gracious  words  of  my  lord  ;  nor 
"  reje^St  an  heart  that  is  devoted  to  thee." — 

*'  Defift,  Achmet,  (faid  the  monarch  ftern- 
^*-  \y)  my  hafty  vow  is  faved  ;  and  the  hand  of 
*''  Zclide  to  be  obtained  only  on  the  terms  pro- 
**•  pofed  before." — Awed  at  thefe  words,  1  re- 
'"•  tired  in  dejection  equal  to  the  height  of  my 
*'  kte  {hort-lived  hopes  ;  and  from  that  day  has 
*'  my  heart  been  a  prey  to  dcfpair. 

"  The  afTillancc  which  I  now  require  from 
"  you  is  this  :  In  pious  gratitude  to  Heaven, 
"  for  her  efcape  from  bondage,  Zelide  has  ob- 
*'  tained  permifTion  from  her  father  to  relieve 
**  the  captives  of  the  war.  P'or  this  purpofe 
*'they  are  ordered  to  repair  to  a  certain  place 
"  before  her  pavilion,  v/here  Tne  fees  th'em 
"  through  the  filken  curtains  of  her  tent,  and 
*' frequently  converfes  with  fuch  as  have  any 
"  thing  particular  in  their  appearance  to  ex- 
'^  cite  ,her  curiofity.  Thither  you  fhall  go; 
"  and  I  prom.ife  myfeif  that  you  will  plead  my 
*'  caufe  with  fuccefs,  if  it  fo  happens  that  fhc 
*'  enters  into  convex fation  with'  you." 

**  Had  the  chief  attended  to  the  ei?e£l  which 
his  ftory  had  upon  fir  Archibald,  he  would  not 
liave  been  fo  ready  to  fend  him  as  his  advooate. 
K\ery  circumflance  convinced  him  that  the 
j)rijjcefs  w2s  the  object  of  his  own  love,  whoni 
lie  had  defpaired  of  difcovering,  and,  filled  him 
■.*'ith   t:motio!is  which   he  could   not  fupprcfs. 

Re- 
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Recovering  himfelf,  however,  time  enough  t* 
efcapc  the  obfervation  of  Achmet,  vt'hofc  mind 
was  too  intent  upon  his  own  llory  to  give 
much  heed  to  any  thing  clfc.  "  It  is  mycluty, 
"  (faid  he)  to  obey  thy  commands  -,  and  diHi- 
"  dent  though  I  am  of  the  abilities  whicli  yonr 
"  partiality  bedows  upon  mc,  I  am  yet  readv 
"  to  undertake  any  thing  which  you  think  c?.!i 
"  conduce  to  your  happinefs." 

"  Achmct  again  embraced  him,  and  iijioin'.- 
ino-  him  at  what  time  and  where  he  fliouldvvsii: 
upon  Zelidc  next  morning,  left  him,  while  he 
went  himfelf  to  attend  his  fovcreign,  jn  the 
courfe  of  his  duty. 

"  No  fooner  was  fir  Archibald  alone  tlian  lie 
began  to  reflect  on  the  commiffion  which  he 
had  undertaken,  and  the  diflreffing  fuuation  he 
was  in.  In  thefirft  emotions  of  his  high  fpirit 
he  blamed  himfelf  for  not  having  avowed  hii; 
paiTion,  and  affertcd  his  prior  claim ;  but  a  con- 
fidcration  of  his  unhappy  ftate  immediat'jiy 
checked  this  rafh  thought,  and  the  deiire  uv 
meeting  the  dear  obje^l  of  his  love  at  any  rate 
detenr.ined  him  to  e^o,  and  trull  the  e\cnt  t(« 
fate.  "What  fliali  I  do?  (faid  he)  Shall  1 
"  plead  for  the  love  of  Achmet  and  deftroy  my 
"  own  hopes  ?  Or  fliall  I  betray  his  confidence-, 
*'  and  fpcak  only  for  myfelf  ?  "  Then  paufmg 
awhile,  '*  I  will  do  neither;  (he  continued) 
"  if  nature  forbids  the  former,  honour  equally 
"  oppofcs  the  latter.  Never  fliall  it  be  faid 
"  that  fir  Archibald  broke  faith  with  man.  I 
*'  will  reprefent  his  l<:ve  with  fidelity  ;  I  will. 
"  declare  my  own  with  honeft  truth,  and  leave 

"  the  decifion  to  herfelf." Pleafcd  with  this 

determination,  his  heart  grew  lighter  3    and  the 
F  4  thought 
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thought  of  meeting  Zelide  filled  him  with  joy, 
to  which  he  had  been  long  a  ftranger. 

C  H  A  P.     XVL 

Conilnuatton  of  the  hiftory  cf  Sir  Archibald 
and  Zelibe  yprlncefs  of  Armenia, 

AVING  received  his  lafc  Inflruclions 
from  Achmet,  fir  Archibald  went  at 
fhe  appointed  hour  next  morning  to  the  royal 
pavilion,  Though  he  was  habited  in  the  hum- 
ble v/eeds  of  a  flave,  there  was  fomething  in 
liis  appearance  that  fpoke  his  noble  birth,  and 
prejudiced  every  heart  in  his  favour.  His  flature 
vvas  above  the  common  fize  of  men,  his  limbs 
turned  in  the  exa61:eft  fymmetry  of  ftrength  and 
beauty.  His  auborn  locks  flowed  in  ringlets  to 
the  middle  of  his  back,  and  his  dark-blue  eyes, 
iparkled  vv'ith  fenfibiHty  and  manly  fpirit^  while 
a  gloom  of  melancholy,  fuited  to  his  prefent  fta^ 
tion,  foftencd  their  fire,  and  threw  a  pallid  veil 
over  the  ruddy  bloom  which  youth  had  painted 
oh  his  cheeks. 

"  He  had  not  ftood  long,  with  his  eyes  fixed 
on  the  ground,  and  his  heart  throbbing  with 
.the  moft  anxious  emotions,  when  an  eunuch 
came  to  diflribute  the  relief  which  the  princefs 
fent  to  the  captives,  ordering  fuch  of  them  as 
fhe  had  pointed  out  to  him  to  advance  to  the 
fide  of  her  tent,  that  (he  might  enquire  into 
the  nature  of  their  particular  diflreil'es. 
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''  The  ftate  of  fir  Archibald's  heart,  when 
the  eunuch  pafled  him  by  unnoticed,  may  be 
eafily  conceived.  All  his  high  hopes  funk  at 
once.  "  She  knows  me  not !  (faid  he  to  him- 
"■  felf)  or  fhe  fcorns  to  know  me !  Miilaken 
"  Achmet !  to  think  that  I  could  have  any  in- 
"  fluence  upon  her." 

"  He  continued  thefe  melancholy  relie«51:ions 
while  the  princefs  was  examining  fomc  of  the 
other  captives,  and  was  departing  with  them, 
when  the  eunuch  beckoned  to  him  to  advance 
to  the  tent.  His  emotions  now  were  flronger 
than  he  could  bear.  He  fcarce  had  power  to 
obey  the  fummons.  As  foon  as  he  approached 
the  curtain,  "  Chriftian,  (faid  a  voice  frorn  be- 
"  hind  it)  how  long  haft  thou  been  a  captive, 
•■'  and  to  whom?'* 

"  Moft  gracious  princefs,  (anfwered  he  trem- 
"  bling  and  in  agitation,  that  almofl  deprived 
"  him  of  utterance)  for  fo  I  am  inflructed  to 
"  addrefs  you,  I  loft  my  liberty  in  the  late  bat- 
"  tie  that  proved  fo  fatal  to  the  unhappy  Lewis; 
*'  and  my  poor  fervices  belong  to  theilluftiious 
''  Achmet." 

"  To  Achmet !  (replied  flie)  Great  honour 
"  muft  he  have  acquired  by  the  conqueft  ;  and 
"■  fhould  treat  fuch  a  captive  as  thou  appearcft 
"  to  be  with  uncommon  ccurtefy  !  " 

"  The  honour  of  Achmet  (returned  he)  wants 
*'  not  fo  mean  an  addition.  Thy  Have  was  the 
'*  captive  of  an  hoft.  As  for  my  treatment,  it 
'*  is  that  of  a  man.  An  heart  that  is  foftened 
"  with  love,  like  Achmet's,  cannot  want  the 
"  gentleft  virtues  of  humanity." 

"  Thou  fpeakeft  of  that  pa/Tion  (faid  the 
*'  princefs)  v/ith  3  voice  of  fympathy.     I  fup- 

F  5      ^  '      **■  pofe 


ic6         THERE  V  ERIE. 

"  poie  thy  own  heart  is  not  free  from  it,  and 
"that  the  lofs  of  thy  liberty  is  imbittered  by 
"  that  of  a  wife,  ormiftrefs  in  thy  native  land." 

"  Thy  flave  is  not  married,  moil  gracious 
*'  princefs,  (anfwered  he)  nor  had  my  heart 
'^  felt  the  power  of  love  before  I  faw  thefe  fatal 
*^  plains." 

*'  Then  it  fhould  feem  (continued  fhe)  that 
''  fome  of  our  beauties  have  fubducd  you  to  him. 
'^  How  long,  have  you  born  hiy  yoke,  and  who 
*'  has  bent  your  flubborn  neck  to  it  ? 

"  The  captivity  of  my  heart,  O  fovereign  ?a- 
"  dy,  (anfwered  he)  is  fcarce  three  moons  old; 
"  but  the  particular  fcverity  of  it  has  made  that 
*'  time  an  age.,  'l^o  cut  ofi  every  hope,  the  very 
"  name  of  the  perfon  whofe  chains  I  wear  is 
'■  liid'Jcn  froiTi  me  in  impenetrable  darknefs." 

''That's  hard,  indeed;  (faid  fke)  but  true 
"^  fortitude  is  above  defpair.  Perhaps  you  may 
"  find  her  }-et.  Come  jull:  at  the  clofe  of  eve- 
''  ning  to  this  place,  and  you  Vvdll  meet  a  per- 
"•  fon  who  vrill  inform  you  of  ftrange  things; 
'^'  but  mention  not  a  word  of  this  to  Achmet, 
•"^  Adieu!  Be  difcicet,  be  refolute,  andbehrin- 

"p)V"        .     .      . 

*''•  The  furprize  with  which  this  converflition 
flruck  fn*  A.rchibald  v/as  [o  great,  that  he  more 
than  once  cueftioncd  himfelf  v/hether  it  mulr 
not  be  only  an  iliufive  dream.  Satisfied,  hov/.- 
tver,  at  length,  that  it  v/as  real,  he  retired  to 
his  own  quarter,  among  the  attendants  of  Ach- 
niet,  till  his  emotions  ihould  fubfide,  and  he 
could  recollect  himfelf  fuflkiently  to  appear  be- 
fore him  wiihout  danger  of  difcovering  what 
had  happened.  He  threw  himfelf  in  a  corner 
of  the  tent,  *.nd  covering  himfelf  with  a  carpet 
2  ^  that 


THE     REVERIE.         ihy 

that  he  might  not  be  difturbed,  lay  motlonlel^ 
and  loft  in  thought.  He  had  not  lain  long  when 
tv/o  of  the  donieftic  fiaves  of  Achmct,  nati\ts 
of  Greece,  came  into  the  tent,  and  no.t  perceiv- 
ing that  any  perfon  was  prefent,  entered  into  ?. 
converfation  upon  murdering  their  lord,  :\nd 
flying  into  their  own  country  with  the  booty 
whirh  they  fhould  be  able  to  plunder  in  the 
confufion  caufcd  by  his  death.  After  confide r- 
ing  upon  feveral  methods,  they  at  length  agrce- 
eJ  to  poifon  him  in  a  bowl  of  fherbet,  which 
one  of  them,  who  was  his  cup-bearer,  undertook 
to  gi\'c  him  that  very  evening,  while  the  other 
iliould  pack  up  all  his  gold  and  rich  jewels 
which  were  in  his  care,  ready  for  them  to  carry 
off.  Having  thus  concerted  the  fchcme,  thev 
imincdiracly  v/cnt  to  prcj-)are  for  the  execution 
of  it. 

'*  The  firft  mention  of  this  horrid  defr^n 
aM'oke  all  the  attention  of  fir  Archibald.  Ht^ 
liftencd  to  their  difcourfe,  without  giving  them 
any  alarm  ;  and  as  foon  as  they  departed  ga\  c 
thanks  to  Heaven  for  diredling  him  to  that 
place  fo  opportunely,  to  fave  tiie  life  of  his 
preferver,  and  fo  return  the  obligation  he  owed 
him;  ariung,  therefore,  he  went  to  the  tcni  of 
Achmct,  who  entered  juil  at  the  fame  time, 

*'  The  monient  the  chief  caft  his  eyes  up^n 
fir  Archibald  he  called  him  to  him.,  and  wavijx?; 
his  hand  to  his  attendants  to  Vv^ithdraw,  '**'Se- 
'*  lim,  (faid  he,  his  eyes  gliilening  with  rap- 
*'  ture)  congratulate  your  happy  lord.  My 
**  gracious  f:)vereign  has  this  day  blefli?d  my 
'''  hopes  with  a  promife  of  the  hand  of  Zelide  ; 
*•  and,  as  if  Heaven  meant  to  endear  you  ftili 
*'  farther  to  me,  has  made  the  refcuing  of  the 

F  6  "  royrJ 
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'  royal  flandard  from  your  hand  the  glorious 
'  caufe  of  giving  me  the  preference  to  all  my 
'  competitors.  Have  you  been  with  the  prin- 
'  cefs  ?  Have  you  mentioned  my  love  to  her  ? 
'  The  only  delay  to  my  happinefs  now  is,  to 
'  obtain  her  conlent.  O  blefs  me  therefore  by 
'  faying  that  flie  liftens  to  my  love." 

'*  I  have  mentioned  it  to  her,  (anfwered  ilr 
'  Archibald,  who  had  need  for  all  his  prefence 
'  of  mind  on  fuch  a  trying  occafion)  in  the 
'  moft  affe6iing  manner;  but  it^is  too  foon  to 
'  expert  the  fatisfaftion  you  defire.  Much 
'  time  and  many  words  are  requifite  to  warm 
'  a  virgin's  heart." 

"  P'or  this  you  (hall  have  ample  opportunity, 
'  (replied  Achmet)  to-morrow  I  will  fend  you 
'  with  a  prefent  to  her ;  and  every  morning  it 
'  fhall  be  your  pleafmg  tafk  to  carry  her  the 
'  tribute  of  my  love." 

*'  The  confidence  rwith  which  Achmet  faid 
this  was  a  pain  to  the  honeft  heart  of  fir  Archi- 
bald, as  he  knew  he  muft  neceflarily  difappoint 
it.  To  change  therefore  to  a  topic  more  plea- 
jTmgtohim,  "You  faved  my  life,  (faid  he)  and 
**  now  Heaven  fhews  its  approbation  of  that 
*'  generous  a61:ion,  by  making  me  the  means  of 

*'  faving  yours." "  He  then  informed  him 

of  the  confpiracy  he  had  juft  difcovered  in  fo 
providential  a  manner,  and  gave  him  advice 
how  to  detect  it  in  the  very  moment  of  execu- 
tion, to  make  the  puniHiment  of  the  wretches 
more  fignal. 

*'  The  foul  of  Achmet  was  fi:ruck  with  ter- 
ror at  this  account.  The  near  hopes  of  happi- 
nefs which  pofiefled  him  at  this  time  armed 
«very  thing  that  might  defeat  them  with  double 

terrors. 
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terrors.  He  embraced  fir  Archibald  in  a  tranf- 
port,  and  religned  himfelf  entirely  to  his  di- 
rection, his  own  mind  being  in  too  great  agita- 
tion to  attend  to  any  thing. 

"  As  the  time  for  executing  their  flagitious 
defign  was  juft  arrived,  Achmet  went  to  take 
his  evening's  repafl,  and  feating  himfelf  on  the 
carpet,  without  any  appearance  of  fufpicion, 
called  for  fome  cooling  beverage,  to  flack  his 
thirfl:.  The  cup-bearer,  who  had  every  thing 
prepared,  prcfentcd  him  the  bowl,  when  fir 
Archibald,  who  watched  his  looks,  and  plainly 
perceived  the  anxiety  of  guilt  in  his  face,  made 
a  lignal  agreed  upon  to  Achmet,  and  then  v/ent 
into  the  inner  tent,  v,  here  he  found  the  other 
loading  himfelf  with  the  gold  and  jewels  of  his 
lord.  Dragging  him  forth  therefore,  with  this 
•indifputable  evidence  of  his  guilt  upon  him,  as 
foon  as  he  came  into  the  prefence  of  Achmet, 
he  feized  the  cup-bearer  alfo,  who  flood  pant- 
ing with  imp  tience  to  fee  his  lord  drink  the 
fatal  mixture,  which  he  yet  held  untafted  in  his 
hand. 

"  The  accomplices  no  fconer  faw  each  other 
apprehended  in  tliis  manner,  than  they  funk 
into  the  defpondency  of  confcious  guilt,  and 
waited,  pale  and  trembling,  for  the  fate  v/hich 
hung  over  them.  ''Mifcreants,  (faid  Achmet, 
*'  rifing  from  his  feat  in  a  rage)  what  could 
*  prompt  you  to  this  wickednefs  ?  Speak  !  De- 
'  clare  this  moment  at  whofe  inftigation  you 
*'  made  the  bafe  attempt ;  or  torture  {hall 
*'  wring  the  fecret  from^our  burfling  hearts." 

"  The  wretches  were  unable  to  make  any 
reply,  when  fir  Archibald  interfering,  ''Migh- 
"  ty  Lord,  (faid  he)  the  nature  of  their  crime 

*'  fhews 
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"  {hews  It  was  all  their  own ;  and  points  out 
*'  the  punilhment  proper  for  them.  Let  them 
"  drink  the  poifon  they  had  prepared  for  you, 
**  and  perifh  by  their  own  device.  Bafe  as  they 
**  are,  remember  they  are  men  -,  nor  tempt  them 
**  to  aggravate  the  guilt  with  which  their  mi- 
**  ferable  fouls  are  loaded  by  accufmg  the  in- 
'*^  nocent." 

"  Be  it  fo,  (anfvvered  the  chief)  their  fate 
**  is  in  your  hands." 

"  Sir  Archibald  upon  this  took  the  bov;!,-  and 
dividing  the  horrid  contents,  gave  it  to  the 
trembling  wretches,  whofe  lives,  torn  from  them 
by  the  mod  dreadful  torments,  foon  paid'  the 
price  of  their  guilt.  Achmet  then,  embracing 
his  deliverer  once  more,  retired  to  try  if  he 
could  calm  the  agitations  of  his  foul  by  reft." 

CHAP.   xvir. 

57v  hjjhry  of  Sir  Archibald  mid  Zei  ide,. 
princefs  ^Armenia,  concluded. 

**  ^  I  ^HE  time  when  the  princefs  had  orden- 
X  ed  the  attendance  of  lir  Archibald,  was 
now  arrived ;  he  therefore  haded  to  the  ap- 
pointed place,  where  he  had  not  waited  long 
when  an  eunuch  coming  up  and  beckoning  to 
him  faid,  "  Be  difcreet,  be  refoIutCj  and  be 
'*  happy." 

*'  Sir  Archibald,  who  well  remembered  thefe 
words,  followed  him,  without,  heficatlon  cr  re- 
ply, into  the  royal  pavilion,  where  he  wa^  led 

through 
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through  fereral  fiimptuous  tents,  one  within  an- 
other, till  his  guide,  flopping  and  making  a  fig- 
nal  to  him  to  v»'ait  there,  left  him.  He  waited 
not  long,  when  a  female  covered  with  a  veil  en- 
tered, and  featingherfelf  on  a  fofa,  *'  Chriftian, 
(faid  {he,  in  a  low  voice,  and  beckoning  to  him 
to  come  near  her)  "  the  damfel  whom  you  re- 
^^  fcued  from  the  ravifner  in  the  cave,  defires 
''  you  fliould  know  that  flie  retains  a  grateful 
"  fenfe  of  your  courtefy  and  virtue." 

"  Gentle  lady,  (faid  he,  in  a  voice  of  rapture) 
accept  the  warmefl  thanks  of  your  fervant  for 
this  benign  condcfcenfion;  and  O!  compleat 
the  favour,  by  telling  her,  that  her  devoted 
flave  lives  only  in  the  hope  of  feeing  her 
again,  and  pouring  out  the  fullncfs  of  his 
"  heart  before  her." 

"  Her  heart  (anfwered  flie)  perhaps  is  not  lefs 
"  full  than  yours ;  but  before  flie  can  comply 
"-with  what  you  deHre,  it  is  proper  fhc  fhould 
"  know  who  you  are,  and  v/hat  your  rank  was 
*'  in  your  native  land." 

"  My  rank,  (replied  he-,  with  a  figh)  moft 
"-  courteous  lady,  was  noble,  fcarcely  inferior 
*•'  to  royalty  ;  the  honour  of  my  ancient  houfe 
*'  unftauied." 

"  Say  then,  (returned  fhe)  if  {he  whom  you 
**  profefs  to  love  Paould  {loop  from- royalty  it- 
''  felf  to  liften  to  your  fuit,  what  you  woulddo 
*'  to  merit  fuch  a  favour?  Would  you  forego 
"your  country,  renounce  the  wori^iip  cf  your 
"  ancedors,  and  happy  in  therecompence  of  her 
*■'  love,  and  of  the  flate  to  which  fhc  v/ould  raife 
''  you,  fwear  you  never  v/ould  tliink  of  either  r  " 
"  Sir  Archibald  was  {Iruck  with  fucli  horror 
at  this  propoial,  that  it  yi^as-  fome  time  before 

he 
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he  v;as  able  to  make  any  I'eply.     At  length,  as 
f  awaking  from  a  dream,  *•*'  Support  me,  Hea- 
ven !   (exclaimed  he  with  a  iigh  that  feemed 
to  burft  his  heart)   Support  me!    and   pro- 
portion   the   trials    of  your   creature   to  his 

Ibength!" 

"  Then  turning  to  the  female,  "  There  is 
nothing,  lady,  (faid  he)  v/ithin  the  power  of 
man  to  do,  or  fufter,  which  1  fhould  not  at- 
tempt with  joy  for  fuch  an  ineftimable  re- 
compence  5  nothing  which  did  not  clafh  with 
honour  or  virtue.  But  what  you  propofe 
w^ould  overturn  both ;  and  fhould  I  be 
tempted  to  comply,  I  were  unworthy  of  a 
reward  fo  bafely  earned." 
"  Is  this  your  anfwer  ?  (replied  fhe  with  an 
accent  of  indignation)  Can  you  pretend  to 
feel  the  power  of  love,  and  yet  to  flight  its 
6bje6t  for  the  idle  fi6tions  of  fuperftitious 
priells  ?  Can  you  mention  honour,  and  pre- 
fer fubjedlion  to  royalty  ?  Think  better ;  nor 
blafl  your  ripening  hopes  with  fuch  a  mean 
un2;rateful  choice.  Search  your  heart  well, 
3  our  fate  depends  upon  the  word  you  fpeak  ; 
for,  never  more  will  you  be  afked  the  quef- 
tion, 

"  Burf}  then,  O  wretched  heart !  (fighed  he) 
and  put  a  period  to  your  torture.  To  live 
without  my  love  is  imroflible;  and  Heaven 
itfelf  forbids  the  te.ms  oix  which  aloile  I  can 
obtain  her.  Tell  her,  kind  lady,  that,  dear- 
ly as  my  heart  adores  her  beauties,  a  prin- 
ciple higher  even  than  love,  and  flronger  than 
ambition,  places  an  infuperable  bar  between 
us.  But  O,  fay  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
word  which  thus  gives  up  my  hopes,  gives  up 

"my 
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"  my  hated  life  alfo.  I  muft  not  have  her,  and 
''  I  cannot  live  without  her." 

"  Virtuous  Chriftian,  (fald  fhe,  lifting  up 
"  her  veil,  and  difcovering  her  beauties  to  his 
"  raviftied  fight)  thou  proved  thyfelf  worthy  of 
"  the  beft  ble?^lngs  of  Heaven  by  this  thy  no- 
^^  ble  attachment  to  its  laws.  Behold  theobjccSl: 
"  of  thy  love,  who  glories  in  an  equal  flame:  yet 
*'  had  thy  heart  wavered  in  the  caufe  of  virtue, 
"  I  fnould  have  difdained  the  d ifl^iOnou table  fa- 
"  crifice,  and  quitted  thee  for  ever.  Reftrain 
"  your  raptures,  and  hear  me  for  a  moment. 
"  You  know  not  yet  whom  your  virtues  have 
"  fubdued,  or  what  you  mufl  attempt  to  obtain 
"  her.  I  am  Ztlide,  the  only  daughter  of  the 
*'  monarch  of  Armenia.  My  anceftors  long 
"  gloried  in  the  name  of  Chriftians ;  but  un- 
"  able  to  refift  the  barbarous  Saracens,  accord- 
"  ing  to  the  policy  of  the  world,  they  renounced 
"  their  faith,  to  preferve  their  power. 

"  My  father,  miftakcnly  attached  to  the  rc- 
"  ligion  of  Mahomet,  in  which  he  was  thus 
''  bred,  led  his  forces  againft  the  invafion  of  ' 
*'  Lewis  ;  and,  to  excite  the  ardor  of  his  ge ne- 
"  rals,  declared,  that  he  would  beftow  me  the 
"  heiiefs  of  his  throne,  in  marriage  upon  him 
"  who  fliould  deferve  beft  in  the  war.  The  emu- 
''  lation  which  this  raifed  was  often  fatallv  ex- 
*'  perienced  by  their  enemies ;  but  ftill  their 
'^  merits  were  fo  equal,  that  none  could  claim 
*'  his  promife  until  the  laft  battle,  when  Ach- 
''  met's  recovering  the  royal  ftandard  from  the 
*'  enemy  unhappily  decided  in  his  favour.  Too 
''  foon  I  Earned  the  unwelcome  news  ;  but  ftill 
"  by  my  intreaties  prevailed  upon  my  father  to 
''  fufpend  or  at  leaft  conceal  his  determination, 

^'  till 
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^'  till  this  fatal  day,  when  all  his  generals  fol- 
liclting  him"  together  to  put  an  end  to  their 
importunities,  he  declared  his  choice.  What 
canll:  thou  do  to  avert  this  misfortune?  Canft 
thou  by  any  means  accomplifh  our  cfcape  to 
thy  native  land  ?  Gold  and  jev/els  in  abun- 
dance I  can  briiig,  to  procure  the  means  for 
our  journey,  and  make  our  retirement  happy. 
To  thy  honour  I  am  bold  to  truft  myfelf,  nor 
afpire  to  a  more  exalted  flate  than  to  be  thy 
wife  J  for  though  I  nave  been  obliged  to 
profefs  the  religion  of  Mahomet,  in  my  heart 
I  am  a  Chriftian.  My  mother,  who  was  a 
native  of  Circafiia,  believed  and  inftru6i:cd 
me  in  that  holy  faith ;  to  preferve  which  I 
promifed  her,  in  her  lafl:  moments,  to  give 
up  every  thought  of  worldly  grandeur.  My 
foul  is  grieved  to  difobey,  and  leave  my  far- 
ther ;  but  a  fuperior  duty  calls  me." 
"  O  beauteous  prlncefs,  (faid  fir  Archibald, 
prollrating  himfeif  at  her  feet)  hov;  fliall  the- 
labours  of  my  life  make  a  return  for  this  hap- 
pinefs,  this  honour?" 

*' Reftrain  your  raptures,  (replied  the  prln- 
cefs) our  time  is  too  precious  for  them 
now.  Three  days  refpite  only  have  I  been 
able  to  obtain  from  my  father  ;  before  they 
are  expired  we  mure  efcape  from  hence,  or  I 
am  for  ever  loft.  I  leave  the  manner  of 
our  flight  to  you.  In  this  cafket  is  fome 
gold.  More,  with  the  rlcheft  of  my  jewels, 
will  1  bring  with  me  to-morrow  night,  as 
foon  as  darknefs  (hall  favour  our  defign,  to 
the  hermit's  cell  on  the  fide  of  the  hill,  well- 
ward  of  the  camp.  There  let  me  meet  thee 
with  all  the  neceflary  means  for  our  £ight. 

^'  One 
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One  only  companion  (hall  I  bring  with  me. 
*'  Adieu." — Saying  this,  the  princcfs  departed, 
and  the  eunuch  entered  and  condu6lcd  iir  Ar- 
chibald back  through  the  royal  pavilion  to  the 
place  where  he  had  firft  met  him,  who  imme- 
diately returned  to  the  quarters  of  Achmct. 

"  He  laid  himielf  down,   as  if  to  reft ;   but 
fpent  the  remainder  of  the  night  in  forming 
fchemcs  for  his  intended  flight;  but  the  diffi- 
culties which  attended  all  he  could  dcvife  drove 
him.  almoft  to  dcfpair.     At  length  he  refolvcd 
ipon  one  that  appeared   leaft  liable  to  difap- 
pointment.     As  foon  as  Achmet  arofc  he  went 
o  him,  and  accofting  him  with  an  air  of  per- 
plexity and  diftrefs,    "  I  com.e  (faid  he)  a  fup- 
pliant  to  thy  compafTion,   O  generous  and 
princely   Achmet.      If  ever  thy  fervant  has 
found    favour   in   thy  fight,     liften  to   the 
requefl:  of  my  heart.     I  was  troubled  on  my 
bed  this  night,  and  my  foul  was  terrified  by 
vifions.     1  he   objc£t   of   my   love,    whofc 
image  is  nevxr  abfent  from  my  mind,   ap- 
peared before  me  in  agonies  of  grief.     "  Fly 
(faid  {he)  to  my  refcue  !    My  father,   deaf  to 
my  intreaties,   and  regardlefs  of  my  diftrcfs, 
prepares  to  give  my  hand  to  another.     C)  fly 
and  fave  me !   Save  us  both  from  ruin  and  de- 

fpair." 1  awoke  in  difmay,  and  inthean- 

guifh  of  my  foul  am  come  to  thee.  Permit 
me,  aflift  me  to  go  to  my  native  land ; 
and,  on  the  faith  of  a  true  knight,  I  v/ill  fend 
you  the  ranfom  which  you  fliall  require." 
"  I  require  not  a  ranfom  for  the  liberty  of 
my  prcferver,  (anfwered  Achmet)  and  wil- 
linglv  confent  to  your  return  as  foon  as  my 
nuptials  with  the  prince fs  fhall  haveconfirm- 

*^cd 
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*'  ed  my  happinefs.     You  muft  not  leave  me  till 
*'  you  have  feen  andfhared  in  my  joy." 

"  O  name  not  happinefs  or  joy  (replied  fir 
*'  Archibald) before  a  wretch  fmking  in  defpair  j 
*'  tneJignt  of  my  mifery  would  damp  your  joys. 
"  By  all  your  fondeft  hopes  1  conjure  you  there- 
*'  fore,  not  to  delay  me  a  moment.  Let  me 
''  be  goni  this  very  night ;  for  fomething  warns 
"  my  foul  never  to  clofe  my  eyes,  till  I  have 
"  fet  out  on  this  important  journey." 

"  Far  be  it  from  me  (faid  Achmet,  moved  at 
*'  the  poignancy  of  his  diftrefs)  to  oppofe  the 
*'  intimations  of  thy  better  genius.  Go  in 
''  peace;  and  may  thy  journey  be  fuccefsful.  If 
''  aught  in  my  power  can  contribute  to  it,  de- 
"  mandmy  help  with  freedom." 

*'  O  generous  prince,  (anf'Acred  the  knight) 
"  thy  goodnefs  overwhelms  my  foul,  and 
*•'  makes  my  parting  from  thee,  even  on  fo 
*'  dear  an  occafion,  painful.  If  thou  wilt  give 
"  the  impreffion  of  thy  fignet,  I  will  fet  out 
*'  with  two,  the  poor  remains  of  all  my  faithful 
''  followers,  whom  1  this  day  have  found  among 
''  the  captives,  as  fent  by  thee  on  fome  impor- 
*'  tant  bufmefs  ;  and  truft  the  condudt  of  my 
*'  fleps  to  Heaven."- To  this  propcfal  Ach- 
met not  only  agreed,  but  alfo  gave  him  fome 
gold,  to  make  provifion  for  his  journey,  and 
then  difmiiTed  him  with  a  tender  embrace. 

"  Sir  Archibald  fpent  the  reft  of  the  day  in 
procuring  fwift  and  able  horfes,  with  every 
other  convenience  requifite  for  his  journey;  and 
at  the  appointed  hour  repaired  to  the  hermit's 
cell,  where  the  princefs  foon  after  arrived,  diP- 
guifed  in  the  habit  of  a  man,  and  attended  by 
one  of  her  moft  favourite  maidens  in  the  fame 
drefs.     The  illuftrious  fugitives  fet  out  dirc(Sl;ly, 
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pafling  all  the  guards  by  virtue  of  the  fignet  of 
Achmet,  and  made  fuch  expedition,  travelling 
through  private  and  unfrequented  ways,  that 
by  the  dawn  of  morning  they  thought  them- 
feives  fafe  from  danger  of  purfuit.  As  foon  as 
it  was  light,  they  Hopped  by  the  fide  of  a  flreani 
that  ran  through  a  thick  wood,  where  they  re- 
freflied  ihtm'elves,  and  their  horfes,  and  refted 
till  the  dole  of  the  day,  fir  Archibald  watching 
while  his  princefs  llept. 

"■  In  this  inann  r  they  continued  their  jour- 
ney under  the  immediate  proLcdlion  of  Heaven, 
till  thfjy  arrived  x  Conflantinoplc,  chufmg  the 
road  ieaft  liuble  to  fufpicion,  to  baffle  purfuit; 
there  ti.eydireccly  embarked  on  board  a  French 
fiiip,  which  landed  them  at  Marfeilles,  from 
whence  they  journeyed  by  land  to  Rochelle,  and 
there  hired  a  lliip  that  carried  them  fafe  to  Scot- 
land. 

"  The  joy  raifed  by  the  arrival  of  fir  Archi- 
bald was  not  confined  to  his  father's  houfe. 
^l^hc  whole  kingdom,  which  had  jfhared  in  his 
glory,  fhared  in  it.  His  aged  father,  who 
feemed  to  have  lived  only  to  refign  his  honours 
to  his  worthy  heir,  was  unable  to  fupport  the 
emotions  of  his  rapture,  and  expired  in  his  em- 
bicxes,  after  having  bellowed  his  benedidlion 
on  his  fon,  and  the  fair  partner  of  his  efcape, 
to  whom  earl  Archibald  was  joined  in  the  holy 
bonds  of  wedlock,  as  foon  as  he  had  performed 
the  laft  duties  to  the  honoured  remains  of  his 
father ;  for  her  delicacy  had  not  fufFercd  her  to 
think  of  marriage,  till  fhe  was  arrived  at  the" 
end  of  her  travels. 

"  Prudence  and  modefty  fuggefted  it  to  this 

illuftrious  pair  to  conceal   the  countefs's  high 
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defcent,  that  they  might  avoid  the  vain  parade 
of  ceremony,  and  enjoy  their  lives  in  retire- 
ment, in  which  earl  Archibald's  high  fenfe  of 
honour,  in  concealing  his  name  and  coun- 
try, when  a  captive,  fecured  them  from  difco- 
very. 

"  The  only  cloud  that  feemed  to  over-caft 
their  joy,  arofe  from  the  pious  concern  of  the 
countefs  to  hear  fome  account  of  her  father.  To 
procure  this,  the  earl  fent  one  of  his  faithful  men, 
who  had  accompanied  him  in  his  efcape,  who 
undertook  not  only  to  gain  his  lady  tidings  of 
him,  but  aifo,  by  fome  means  or  other,  to 
lighten  his  forrow,  by  letting  him  know  that 
file  was  happy.  He  fet  out  in  the  drefs  of  a 
pilgrim,  and  performed  his  journey  with  fuc- 
cefs,  bringing  her  word,  that,  ftruck  with  her 
flight,  which  he  looked  upon  as  a'  punifhment 
fiom  heaven  for  his  profeiling  the  religion  of 
Mahomet,  againft  the  admonitions  of  his  con- 
itricnce,  Vv  hich  was  fecretly  inclined  to  the  chrif- 
tian  faith,  he  had  refigned  his  crown  to  Ach- 
mct,  and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  days  to 
Heaven,  in  a  monaftry. 

"  This  ac^count  compleated  the  happlnefs  of 
the  countefs,  who  blefled  the  wife  difpenfations 
of  providence,  which  had  thus  made  her  the 
caufe  of  her  father's  converfion.  The  earl  de- 
ligned  never  to  have  quitted  his  fvvect  retire- 
ment ;  but  the  ftronger  attachm.ent  of  loyalty 
once  more  called  him  forth  into  the  hufy  world. 
His  fovereign  dying  fuddenly,  and  leaving  an 
infant  iieir,  feveral  of  the  nobles,  ftirred  up  by 
Impious  ambition,  drove  to  get  the  royal  Infant 
into  their  hands  tliat  thev  might  murder  him, 
and  fo  ufurp  his  throne;    but  the  vltrilancc  of 


T  HE     REVERT  E.         119 

Iks  mother  prevented  their  defigns,  and  convey- 
ed him  iecretly-into  France. 

''  Arouzed  by  the  diftrefs  of  his  fovereign 
and  his  country,  which  was  now  a  prey  to  ail 
the  miferies  of  anarchy,  earl  Archibald  arofe, 
and  by  his  valour  and  prudent  conduft  foon  re- 
ftored  peace.  The  people,  in  gratitude  for  this 
fervice,  with  one  voice  oftered  him  the  crown; 
Ixit  he  rcfufed  it  with  noble  difdain,  and  oblig- 
ino-  them  to  fwcar  allco-iance  to  their  ri^^htful 
prince,  recalled  and  placed  him  on  the  throne 
of  his  anceilors. 

C  II  A  p.     XVIII. 

Anecdotes  of  a  lo'jal  farnlly  concluded.     Several  in- 
Jlances  of  uncomrnon  loyalty  rewarded  In  the  co7n~ 
mon  manner^  ivi^h  fome  refleSlions  inter efing  to 
■ihofe  wbcni  they  may  concern, 

''  T^HE  defcendants  of  earl  Archibald  fol- 
Jl  lowed  his  fteps  in  the  paths  of  ho- 
KTmrand  virtue.  In  the  days  of  the  unfortunate 
Ma'RV,  whofe  fufFerings  ended  not  even  v/ith 
her  life,  her  fame  beino-  ftill  mali2ned  toexte- 
nuate  the  injuftice  of  her  fate,  the  noble  earl, 
head  of  our  houfc,  flood  firm  in  the  caufe  of 
injured  majeftv,  facrificing-  the  greater  part  of 
bis  ample  polTeffions,  to  uipport  his  royal,  mlf- 
trefs. 

*'  When  James  fuccceded  to  the  rights 
which  had  proved  fo  fatd  to  his  mother,  thofe 
{cr\iccs  were  all  for2:otttn,  and  hi:>  favours  !a- 

■vlfli-d 
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vifhed  on  a  fet  of  upftart  hungry  parafites  :  but 
not  difcouraged  by  this  ingratitude,  when  his 
ill-fated  fon  wanted  the  aififtance  of  his  loyal 
rubje6ls,  in  the  impious  conteft  between  the 
English  and  their  fovereign,  which  coft  him 
his  facred  life,  again  our  houfe  ftood  forth,  a 
noble  pattern  of  unfhaken  loyalty,  and  were 
the  greatefl:  fufterers  in  his  caufe. 

"  At  the  reftoration  of  the  monarchy,  they 
met  the  fame  reward  as  they  had  before  from 
the  grand-fire  of  Charles;  nor  reaped  any 
other  benefit  from  that  happy  event,  than  the 
gratification  of  the  loyalty,  which  was  the  rul- 
ing principle  of  their  lives. 

"  Gold  is  purified  by  fiery  trials.  This 
only  made  their  virtues  fhine  with  brighter  luflre. 
They  fhewed  the  fame  attachment  to  the  fon  as 
they  had  to  his  fiither  ;  and  difdainingtofubmit 
to  power  which  they  looked  upon  as  unnatural- 
ly ufurped,  followed  mifguided  James,  when 
he  abandoned  his  throne,  into  a  foreign  land, 
exerting  their  loyalty  in  fervicc  to  his  perfon, 
till  Heaven  fhoukl  point  out  a  propitious  mo- 
ment for  accomplifhing  their  hopes  of  recover- 
ing for  him  at  leaft  the  ancient  crown  of  his 
anceftors  ;  a  crown  which  they  wore  with  dif- 
tinguifhed  glory,  till  Heaven  in  its  wrath  joined 
another  to  it,  greater  indeed  in  wealth  and 
power,  but  not  of  greater  honour. 

*'  Since  that  fatal  period  our  glory  has  fhone 
with  diminifhed  fplendor ;  and  we  have  been 
looked  down  upon  as  dependants,  by  thofe  who 
dreaded  us  before  as  rivals ;  and  at  length,  to 
compleat  the  ruin  of  our  wretched  country, 
fome  of  her  degenerate  fons,  feduced  by  bri- 
bery and  vain  hopes  of  power,  fealed  their  own 

infamy. 


T  H  E     R  E  V  E  R  I  E.         i!it 

iiihmyy  and  her  difgracc,  by  fonrially  renoun- 
cing every  ftiadovv  of  royaltv,  and  giving  up 
the  very  Ityle  and  title  of  a  kingdom  which  had 
ilourifhed,  for  a  long  fucceilion  of  ages,  be- 
ibre  that  to  which  they  bafcly  thus  betrayed  its 
fights  had  even  gained  a  name. 

*"'  The  venal  and  inconllant  Englifn,  a 
mingled  race,  made  up  of  every  people  under 
-heaven,  and  thofe  whom  their  example  had  de- 
bauched, may  praiftifc  and  applaud  fuch  cor- 
ruption ;  but  Scotland's  true-born  honcfl  Tons 
■  will  ever  watch  occahon  to  (hake  off  the  {hame- 
ful  yoke,  and  rcllore  the  honour  of  their  coun- 
try by  rcftoring  to  its  throne  a  race  of  kings 
dcfcended  from  themfelves, 

"  Educated  in  thefc  principles,  though  un- 
der the  power  which  I  abhorred,  it  was  natu- 
ral for  me  to  fcize  the  firft  opportunity  of  drav/- 
ing  my  fword  in  the  caufe  of  my  rightful  fo- 
vereign.  I  joined  in  the  attempt  made  by  his 
•fon,  and  was  a  fharcj;  in  his  unparalleled  fuf- 
ferincs. 

"  I  had  been  too  active  in  his  intcrell  to 
cfcape  unnoticed.  This  precluded  every 
thought  of  living  in  mvown  countr}',  even  iff 
could  Hoop  to  dllfemble  my  principles,  and  fub- 
mit  to  the  prevailing  powers.  The  honour  of  my 
anceilors  was  now  the  only  inheritance  yvhich 
I  derived  from  them.  In  the  difficulties  there- 
fore which  fuch  a  fituation  was  fubjetSl  to,  my 
j^atural  recourfe  v/as  to  the  profeiTion  of  arms, 
the  only  profdUon  wlrich  v/ould  not  be  a  dif- 
grace  to  my  blood,  unflained  from  endlcfs  ag:s 
by  the  mean  arts  of  induiliry  :  a  id  whoni 
fhould  1  offer  my  fword  but  to  the  prinCe 
Vol.  II.  G  t« 
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to  whom. my  royal  mailer  had  himfdf  fled  in 
his  diilrefy  j  and  who,  I  flatter  myfclf,  has  had 
no  reafon  to  repent  of  the  afyluni  he  afl^orded 
me  ;  for  though  my  a61:ions  have  not  been  yet 
rewarded  by  fortune,  my  name  is  not  unknown 
to  fame  ? 

"  This  honeft  reprefentation  will  to  every 
candid  mind  remove  the  prejudices  fo  injuriouf- 
]y  entertained  againft  me,  and  all  in  my  un- 
happy circumftances.     We  r  onie  not  as   pre- 
ferrinsr  another  countrvto  our  own,  or  Ihivin^: 
to  fupplant  the  natives  in  the  favours  of  for- 
tune.   Neccflity,  irrefiftible  neceflity,  urges  our 
reluctant  ileps  ;    and  we  are  received  and  re- 
warded  accordingly,    not   with  the  refpcft  of 
-  welcome  guells,  the  liberality  and  honours  due 
to  merit.     The  coldnefs  of  charity  frowns  up- 
on   our   approach,    and    all    our    fcrvices    are 
thought   to  be   overpaid  by  a  bare  fubfiftence. 
Indeed,  fuch  are  the  fentiments  which  tliis  un- 
(lefcrved  treatment  infpircs,  that,  did   not  the 
IhortTfighted   policy  of  our  native  country  bar 
\    our  return  by  injundfions  infignificant  to  them, 
\  and  impoflible  to  be  complied  with  by  us,  the 
ardour  of  our  loyalty  would  be  damped,    and 
many  of  us  gladly  go  home  and  live  in  peace; 
by  which  means,  if  we  did  not  actually  become 
their  beft  fubjecSls,  we  fhould  at  leaft  rid  them 
of  their  moft  dangerous  enemies." 

The  a{>pearance  of  the  morning  here  put  an 
end  to  his  difcourfc,  which  his  companion 
heard  without  interruption,  though  with  vifi- 
bie  indifference,  and  aflented  to  in  the  politeft 
manner.  When  they  were  relieved  they  re-  ' 
tired  to  their  refpedtive  tents  with  equal  expe- 
dition,   though    on  different   occafions ;    the 

former 
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former  to  rcplenifh  his  fnuff-box,  which  he  had 
emptied  in  the  earneftnefs  of  his  converfation, 
and  the  other  to  wafh  his  neck-cloth  and  ruffles, 
and  powder  his  hair,  that  he  might  make  a  pro- 
per appearance  when  he  waited  upon  his  general, 

CHAP.     XIX. 

T/^c  difference  bet-ween  fight  rng  battles  hi  the  fie  I rl^ 
mid  in  the  cabinet.  The  l)appinefs  of  having 
good  friends^  iX'ith  further  injiances  of  military 
equity. 

AS  the  late  mifcarriage  had  made  a  confi- 
derable  alteration  in  the  fituation  of  af- 
fairs, it  was  ncccfTary  to  fend  notice  of  it  to  all 
the  parties  engaged  in  the  fame  caufc,  that  they 
might  regulate  their  mcafures  accordingly.  No- 
thing could  draw  a  Uronger  pi(5iure  of  human 
vanity,  than  the  terms  in  which  this  account 
was  given.  Inflcad  of  owning  with  candour 
that  they  had  been  feverely  repulfed,  and  in 
danger  of  an  abfolute  defeat,  they  only  faid, 
"  that  the  enemy  having  efcaped  by  accident 
"  from  an  attack  by  which  they  deflgned  to 
''  have  gained  a  decifive  victory,  they  had 
"  thought  proper  to  make  feme  alterations  in 
*'  the  plan  of  their  operations  for  the  rcll  of  the 
*'  campaign.*' 

But  this  vain  cvafion  was  inftantly  {^zxt 
through  ;  the  Heps  they  were  obliged  to  take, 
in  confequcnce  of  a  difappolntment  which  they 
affcacd  to  treat  {o  lightly,  (hewed  that  it  was  a 

G  2  matter 
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.matter  of  the  mod  ferlous  nature,  and  had  effec- 
tually broke  through  all  their  rneafures  for  that 
campaign,  on  the  fuccefs  of  which  they  had 
built  fuch  fanguine  hopes,  and  exerted  their  ut- 
moll:  efforts  to  promote  it. 

As  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  (een  here, 
I  took  the  opportunity  of  accompanying  a  cou- 
rier who  was  fent  on  this  occaficn  to  another 
of  the  arm.ies,  confederate  in  the  fame  caufe, 
the  general  of  which  had  acquired  fuch  repu- 
tation by  his  condu6},  that  1  expefted  to  find 
the  art  of  war  reduced  by  him  to  a  regular  fci- 
ence,  and  carried  on  in  a  mxanner  worthy  of  a 
rational  being:  -how  well  my  expedlations  were 
anfwered,  the  event  w^ill  (hew. 

I  found  him  in  his  tent,  reading  over  fome 
orders  which  he  had  juft  received  from  his 
court.  When  he  had  Knifhed  them,  "  What 
*'  trouble  have  [  (faid  he  to  himfelf  j  to  keep 
*'  thefe  people  from  ruining  themfelves  ?  A  wo- 
**  man  has  the  vapours,  and  therefore  I  mull  fight 
*■'  a  battle  to  raife  her  fplrits  with  the  news  of 
*'avl£lory.  A  minifter  wants  to  difplay  his 
*'  talents,  and  I  mufl  take  a  town,  that  he 
''  may  draw  up  the  articles  of  capitulation  ; 
*^  and  yet  the  leaft  mifcarriage  in  the  execution 
''  of  their  orders,  however  ill-timed  or  abfurd, 
will  be  laid  entirely  to  my  charge.  This 
is  the  happinefs  of  ferving  under  people  who 
know  nothing  of  the  matter;  who  dire6lthe 
operations  of  a  campaign  in  their  clofets, 
*'  draw  up  armies  upon  paper,  mrke  marches, 
**  and  form  fieges  with  their  fingers  in  the 
*'  wine  fpllled  on  the  table ;  and  hght  battles, 
*'  and  beat  their  enemies  as  they  get  drunk. 
*'  But  I  am  not  to  be  moved  by  their  humours. 

''I 
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*'  I  have  preferved  them  hitherto  in  Ipight  of 
"  themfelves,  by  adhering  fteadily  to  m/  ov/a 
"  opinion ;  and  I  will  continue  to  do  fo,  cr 
"  refign  the  .command,  and  leave  the-n  to 
''•  thei"r  fate." Saying  this,  he  gave  or- 
ders to  double  all  the  fortifications  of  his  camp, 
and  then  returned  a  fummary  anf/zer  to  the  mi- 
nider,  that  the  fituation  of  affairs  at  that  time 
made  it  impoflible  for  him  to  obey  his  direc- 
tions. 

Snih  cautious  condu^l:  in  an  army,  whofe 
ftrength  fcenied  ahnod  to  make  all  caution  un- 
neceliiirv,  appeared  very  extraordinary  ;  Sut  a 
little  obfervation  explained  the  reafon  of  it.  liv 
the  mean  time  other  occurrences,  new  to  mc, 
and  ftrange  in  fpcculation,  though  common  i:i 
the  military  pradice,  attracted  my  attention. 

As  the  'general  v/ent  to  take  a  view  of  his 
entftnchmehts,,  that  he  might  fee  vvherc  it  was 
m3.fi:  proper  ta  add  to  their  flrength,  according 
to  his  own  fyflem,  he  was  met  b}'-  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  inhabitants  of  the  country,  on  a 
moft  interefling  occafion.  Though  he  v/as  de- 
termined not  to  take  the  leafl  notice  of  any 
thing  they  could  fay,  he  thought  proper  to  give 
them  an  hearing,  to  fave  appearances. 

Theperfon  who  fpoke  to  him,  in  the  name  of 
the  reft,  addrefling  him  v/ith  an  air  of  refpecft, 
mixed  with  indignation,  "  I  am  fent  to  your 
"  excellency  (faid  he)  by  the  few  remaining 
"  inhabitants  of  this  wretched  country,  to  ira- 
'*  plore  your  commiferation  of  their  diftrefied 
"  ftate.  The  misfortunes,  Impoflible  to  be 
*'  avoided  in  the  feat  of  a  war,  have  long  fmce 
'*  confumed  their  ftrength,  and  cxhauftcd  all' 
^*  their  re2;ular  refources.     The  contributions 
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*^  demanded  by  your  excellency  yefterday,  cx- 
'*  ceed  their  utmoft  power.  The  indifpenfible 
'*  means  of  fubliftence  is  all  that  is  left  them  j 
*'  to  take  the  fmalleft  portion  from  which  mull 
*'  make  life  a  curfe,  and  aggravate  their  mife- 
*'  ries  to  defpair.  Your  (overeign  and  our's 
*'  are  confederates  in  this  war,  the  caufe  of 
"  v/hich  was  originally  your's ;  and  fo  muft 
**  the  advantage  be  in  the  end.  We  expecSt 
nothing.  Why  then  muft  the  weight  of  ft 
be  laid  entirely  upon  us  ?  If  you  come  for 
**  our  protecSlion,  Why  do  you  not  drive  our 
'*  enemies  away  ?  If  that  is  not  to  be  done, 
*'  Why  not  march  into  their  territories,  and 
*'  remove  to  them  a  burthen  which  we  can  no 
*>  longer  bear  ?    It  were  better  for  us  to  fup- 

-  .*'  port  but  one  army,  even  though  that  were 
"  of  enemies,  than  two.  The  number  of  our 
**  very  friends  has  eaten  u§  up.-.  We  throw 
**  ourfelves  therefore  upon  your  excellency''s 
*'  jufticQ  and  compaffion,  and  beg  an  allevia- 
''  tion  of  diftrefles,  which  we  are  unable  to 
*'  fuftain.  Reprefent  our  cafe  in  its  proper  co- 
*'  lours  to  your  fovereign;  and,  in  the  mean 
*'  time,  fufpend  the  execution  of  orders  which 
**  overwhelm  us  with  defpair.'' 

The  general  heard  this  pathetic_  fpeech  with- 
out the  leaft  emotion;    and  as  foon  as  it  was 

.  concluded,  "  I  am  forry  for  your  HifFerings ; 
*'  (anfwered  he  coldly)  but  the  redrefs  of  them 
*'  lies  not  in  my  power.  You  muft  apply  to 
"  the  miniftry.  If  they  fupply  me  with  other 
*'  means  to  fupport  the  war,  I  Ihail  be  glad  ; 
*'  till  then  I  muft  make  ufe  of  thofe  in  my 
"  hands." Then  turning  diredlly  to  an  of- 
ficer who  ftood  near  him,  he  ordered  the  con- 
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tiibutions  to  be  levied,  without  favour  or  de- 
lay. 

The  unfuccefsful  advocates  had  fcarce  de- 
parted when  an  exprefs  arrived  from  one  of  his 
advanced  polls,  to  inform  him  that  the  enemy 
had  laid  all  that  fide  of  the  country  in  flames, 
and  were  juft  then  making  fome  motions  which 
^appeared  as  if  they  intended  to  attack  him  in 
his  entrenchments.  His  officers  heard  this 
account  with  the  higheit  indignation  ;  and, 
confiding  in  their  numbers,  expreiVed  their  ea- 
gernefs  to  prevent  fuch  an  infult,  by  march- 
ing out  directly  to  meet  them. 

But  the  general  difregarded  their  ardour,  and 
firmly    refolved    to    puifue   his    own    fyftem ; 

*  The  enemy  fhould  know  me  too  well,  (faid 

*  he)   to   imagine   that  I  can  be  taken  with 

*  fuch  a  bait  !   When  there  is   nothing  more 

*  to  burn,  the  flames  will  go  out  of  them- 

*  felves.     All  their  braving  fhall  not  make  mc 
'  quit  the  advantage  of  my  fituation.     The 

*  event   of   battles    is  uncertain,     and   often 

*  proves  contrary  to  the  beft  founded  cxpec- 

*  tation.     Befide,  their  affairs  and  ours  are  in 

*  a  very  different  ftate.     A  yi^lory  might  ac- 

*  complifii  all  their  dcfigns,  which  are  difap-r 
'  pointed  as  effeftually  by  delay  as  by  a  defeat; 

*  it  is  therefore  right  in  them  to  rifk  every 

*  thing.     But  the  contrary    is  our  cafe;    we 
'  might  lofe  every  thing  by  a  defeat ;    and  do 

*  gain  as  much  by  delay,  as  we  could  by  vic- 

*  tory  ;   fo  that  to  pat  any  thing  to  the  hazard 

*  were  madnefs.     As   to  the  difgrace  to  our 

*  honour,  in  being  braved  thus,  that  is  nothing. 
'  Succefs  alone  is  honour  in  war..     I  am  for- 

*  ry^  it  is  true,  for  the  ruin  of  the  country; 

G  4  '*  but 
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*'  but  I  have  other  bufinefs  here  befide  prefer - 
*•*  ving  that,  and  which  I  muft  firft  attend  to  > 
*''  ::ind  1  fhall  think  myfelf  happy  if  I  can  ac- 
''  cc;n-ipli|h  it  at  io  eaiy  a  rate  as  the  ruin  of  a'. 

**  Country  that  docs  not  belong:  to  us."- 

v'aymg  this,  he  continued  his  ride,  alfolutely 
anirovcd  at  the  fight  of  the  flatiies  v/hich  aroie 
horn  all  the  villages  in  that  particular  part  of 
the  country  from  whence  he  had  drawn  his  fub- 
iittcnce,  while  there  was  any  remaining  fcr 
liim. 

,  There  w"as  fomething  fo  deliberately  cruel  in' 
protradiing  the  miferies.  of  the  innocent  in  this 
manner^  in  order  to  wear  out  an  enemy  whom 
he  was  evidently  afraid  to  face  in  the  held,  that 
however  confonant  it  might  be  to  the  princi- 
ples of  military  equit3r,  and  however  juft  his 
maxim,  that  "^  Succefs  alone  is  honour  in 
"  war,"  1  turned  away  from  the  fight  with  ab- 
horrence. 

« 

G  H  A  P.    XX. 

^ar  /  War  In  procin^  !    The  comforts  of  Great- 
nefs.     A  nlght-fcene^  with  a  continuation  of  ity. 
.  mither  ofthgmo/i  agreeable  nature. 

THOUGH  my  heart  was  by  this  time  Tick 
of  war,  cuiiofity  flill  had  force  to  make- 
me  take  a  view  of  the  army  onpofed  to  thi.s, 
the  chara6ter  of  whofe- commander  prom.ifed: 
fome  variety,  and  more  acti^-e  fcenes  at  leaft,. 
if  not  more  rational   and  humane  than  thofe  I 

had: 
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had  hitherto  feen.  "  It  is  not  poiTible  (thought. 
"I)  that  the  military  icience,  which  has  been 
*'  fo  highly  extolled  by  men  of  the  greatcft  ge- 
"  nius  in  every  age  and  country,  and  made  the 
"  feal  of  fame,  the  indifputed  title  to  every  ad- 
"  vantage  of  this  world,  fhould  be  fuch  a  con-' 
"  fufcd  medJeyof  blunders  and  butchery,  car- 
"  ried  on  headlong,  without  regard  to  the  moft 
'*  indiipenfible  principles  of  juftice  or  humani- 
*'  ty,  or  attention  to  any  rational  or  detennin- 
"  ed  point,  befide  avarice,  or  a  favage  paffion 
"  for  revenge.  The  generals  v.ho  make  fo 
"  grand  a  figure  in  the  v/ritings  of  poets,  and 
"  hiilorians,  could  not  have  been  Jilcc  theib  ; 
"  nor  the  battles,  by  which  they  acquired  their 
"  immortal  glory,  fuch  fruitlefs  random  fcenes 
'^  of  blind,  '^nd  v/orfe  than  brutd  carnage  !  I 
''  have  been  often-  cautioned  againft  forming 
"  my  judgment  too  hafiily." 

Having  confirmed  myfelf  in  Tny  refolutlon  by 
thefe  reHedions,  I  wi.s  fo  defirous  to  put  it  in 
execution,  that  I  would  not  even  ftay  to  travel 
with  any  other  perfon,  as  I  had  done  before j 
hut  availing  myfeJf  of  the  powers  with  v/hich 
the  fpirit  had  endowed  me,  I  wifijcd  myfelf 
directly  into  the  enemy's  camp. 

The  firft  things  that  ilruck  me  here  were 
the  eagernefs  and  afHduity  of  every  individual, 
fo  different  from  the  liiHefs  fl-upidity  and  care- 
lefsnefs  Vv'hich  had  given  me  fuch  difgufl  in  the 
other  armies.  The  foidiers  fecmed  by  their 
I^oks  to  underfland  the  motives  of  the  war  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  and  to  think  thcm- 
felves  intereffed  in  the  event.  Such  a  ri;;ht 
gave  me  plcafure.  "  This  (thought  I)  is  fome- 
*'  tbJng  worth  beholding!  Thefe  ad  like  men, 

G  5  ^'  bv. 
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*•'  by  exerting  that  reafon  which  diftinguifhes 
'*  them  from  brutes  j  and  that  caufe  muft  be 
*-' juft  which  fo  many  approve  of,  and  fupport 
'**  with  their  lives." 

As  I  was  making  thefe  refletStions,  the  com- 
mander (whom  I  found  to  be  therr  fovereign) 
pafled  me,  and  by  his  affability  and  encourage- 
ing  addrefs  added  wings  to  the  diligence  with 
which  they  all  ftrove  to  execute  his  commands. 
I  joined  him  dire6lly,  ftudious  to  obferve  eve- 
ry look  and  ad^ion  of  fo  extraordinary  a  per- 
fon. 

He  was  that  morning  making  a  general  re-- 
view  of  his  army,  which  was  drawn  out  for 
that  purpofe.  Though  every  thing  was  ftricl- 
ly  regular,  and  bore  the  molt  martial  appear- 
ance, I  remarked  that  the  monarch  frequently 
iighed  as  he- darted  his  experienced  eye  along 
the  ranks.  He  fcemed  to  Took  for  fomething 
which  he  could  not  find,  and  melted  almoil 
into  tears  at  the  tender  youth  of  the  greater  part 
.    of  his  troops. 

But  if  the  private  men  appeared  young  and 
unexperienced,  the  officers  of  every  degree 
wore  the  oppofite  chara(5lers  in  their  counte- 
nances. Birth,  riches,  or  favour,  evidently 
had  no  place  in  their  promotion.  They  rofe 
by  merit  alone,  and  the  foldier  who  deferved 
command  was  fure  of  obtaining  it.  This  v/as 
the  moft  effecftual  provifion  v/hich  human  pru- 
dence could  make  to  enfure  fuccefe ;  nor  did 
the  event  difapp'int  it.  If  the  inferiority  of 
his  numbers  hindered  his  obtaining  decifive 
victories,  the  excellent  difcipline  of  his  forces 
fo  far  ballanced  that  advantage,  that  his  enemies 
could  not  prc^-arl  againft  him. 

When 
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When  he  had  finifhed  the  bufmefs  of  the 
morning,  he  retired  to  his  tent,  and  throwing 
himfelf,^with  a  fatigued  look  and  difcontentpd 
air,  into  a  chair,  '*•  When  will  this  horrid 
"  work  be  at  an  end  ?  (  faid  he )  When  fhall 
"  my  wearied  heart  have  reft  ?  O  ambition, 
"  thou  madnefs  of  mifguided  man  !  1  hou 
'*•  fource  of  the  worft  evils  which  afflicl  his 
"  wretched  race  !  To  thee  are  facrificed  all 
''  the  tcndernefles  of  humanity,  all  the  mofl 
''  facred  principles  of  focial  and  moral  virtue. 
"  And  for  what  ?  To  purfue  an  uneficntial 
"  phantom,  to  grafp  at  a  bubble  that  melts  at 
"  (he  touch,  and  illudcs  the  empty  hand  !  For 
*'  fuch  is  the  glory  of  this  world,  however 
"  hiirhly  blazoned  by  prejudice  and  vanity  ;  the 
^'  echo  of  a  found  that  has  pafled  by,  the  {ha- 
''  dow  of  a  cloud  that  floats  in  the  air." 

He  was  interrupted  in  thefe  reflections   by 
the  arrival  of  a  courier,    with  dilpatches  from 
one  of  his  minifters.     The  moment  he  ran  his 
eve  over  them,  that  gloom  of  laiTitude  and  dil- 
content   which    overcaft    his   brow    vanifhed, 
his  eye  fiaflied  with  refcntment  and  martial  ar- 
dour^   and  his  whole  frame  fecmed  to  be  on 
hre.     He  gave  orders  for  all  his  generals  to  at- 
tend him  dlreaiy,  and  then  walking  a  turn  or 
two  about  his  tent,    "  No!   (faid  he)  it  is  not 
"  come  to  that  yet.     Never  will   I  fubmit  to 
*'  fuch   ignominious  terms,  while  I  have  one 
*'  fubjeci:  able  to  draw  a  fvvoid.     Never  will  I 
\'  tarnifh  the  glory  of  fo  many  vidlories  by  the 
*'  Icaft  conceffion.     Is   my  fate  to  depend  on 
*'  the  caprice  of  a  woman  ?    Are  my  domini- 
*••  ons  to  be  parcelled  out  by  dreaming  ftatef- 
**  men?   Sooner  (hall  the  ravages  of  war  con- 

G  6  *'  fume 
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"  fume  them  all,  than  I  will  yield  to  fueh  dif- 
"  honour.     I'll  tight  it  out  to  the  laft  man,  fet 
*'  fire  to  the  lafl  towi\with  my  own  hand,  and 
*'  periih  in  the  flames,   before  my  foul    fliall. 
"  bend  to  their  defires,  or  comply  with  fuch,;; 
*•*•  difgraceful  conditions/' 

The  entrance  of  his  officers  broke  oiFhis  me- 
ditations. He  paufed  a  moment,  to  moderate 
the  emotions  of  his  foul,  and  then  addreUing 
himfeif  to  them,  "  My  friends,  (faid  he)  our 
*"^  enemies  infult  us.  They  make  propofals  too 
*'  haughty  and  fevere  to  be  received  even  from 
"  vid1:ors.  But  we  will  bring  them  to  a  more 
*"■  moderate  way  of  thinking.  I  am  refolved  to 
*^  make  one  effort,  to  put  an  end  to  this  de- 
*'  flrudtive  war.  Wc  will  this  night  attack: 
*•'  the  enemy  in  fuch  a  quarter.  Our  wary  ad- 
*•  verfary  will  not  run  the  hazard  of  fuccour- 
*'  ing  his  colleague  in  the  dark,  for  fear  an  at- 
*'  tempt  fliould  be  made  upon  his  own  camp 
**  in  the  mean  while  ;  fo  that,  for  this  time,  the 
**"  advantage  of  numbers  will. not  be  againfl  us, 
*^  In  other  refpeds,  I  know  the  difnculty  of 
*'•  the  undertaking ;  but  difficulties  never  dif- 
*'  courage  a  brave  mind  from  great  attempts. 
*'  1  am  lick  of  the  horror,*?  of  war,  ?aid  will 
**  fee  no  more  of  them.  We  will  either  con- 
'*  quer  or  die." 

His  generals  heard  thefe  words  with  a  me- 
lancholy,  fierce  delight.     They  all  wiflied  to-, 
fee  an  end  put  to  the  calamities  which  laid  their 
country  wafte  j    if  that  could  not  be  accom-- 
plifliedy  death  appeared  a  defirable  releafe  from- 
the  horrors  with  which  they  v/ere  furrounded. 
-As  foon  as  they  left  their  fcvereign's  prefence, 
therefore,  they  embraced  each,  gther,  as  men 

who 
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who  expelled  not  to  meet  again,  and  then 
went  to  prepare  every  thing  for  putting  his 
commands  in  execution. 

As  for  the  monarch,  the  approach  of  fuch  a 
fcenQ  feemed  a  relief  to  his  mind,  by  diverting 
his  attention  from  the  refledtions  which  tor- 
tured him  before.  Unentangled  in  the  tender 
connexions  of  nature,  which,  as  it  were,,  mul- 
tiply a  man  into  many  feifs  for  the  fafety  of 
each  dear  particular  of  whom,  his  anxiety  is 
greater  than  for  his  own,  he  looked  forward 
to  the  dreadful  hour  unmoved  ;  and,  defpifing 
any  danger  whi. h  threatened  himfelf,.  was  not 
dilturbed  with  fympathctic  apprehenfions  for 
others. 

At  length  the  moment,  loaded  with  the  fate 
of  fo  many  thoufands,  arrived.  The  horrors 
of  fuch  a  fight  are  beyond  defcription  ;  my 
foul  Hill  fickens  at  the  thought.  I  have  faid 
that  the  attack  was  to  be  made  in  the  night. 
Nature,  as  if  to  hide  the  madnefs  of  mankind, 
wrapped  the  guilty  fcene  in  tenfold  darknefs. 
This  was  favourable  to  the  aflailants.  Infpired 
witli  the  refolution  of  their  fovereign,  they 
fcnew  that  their  road  to  vi61:ory  was  right  for- 
wards, and  rufliedon  with  an  impctuofity  iiri- 
polTible  to  be  refilled  ;  while  their  oppo- 
nents, attacked  on  every  fide,  knew  not 
where  to  dire6l  their  force.  But  neither  did 
they  know  whither  to  retreat.  If  diftraclion 
therefore  made  their  efforts  lefs  effectual,  de- 
,fpair  fupported  their  refolution.  They  fought 
at  random,  and  deftroyed  their  friends  as  well 
as  their  enemies  :  but  ftill  they  fought  with  va- 
lour, heightened  by-defpair.  At  length  their 
©ditrenchinents  were  all.iorcedj  and  they  w^ere 

diiven,^. 
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driven,  themfelves  fcarce  knew  whither.  The 
darknefs,  which  before  was  againft  them,  prov- 
ed now  their  fecurity.  Purfuit  was  impoflible. 
The  advantage  alfo  had  already  coft  the  vi6lors 
fo  dear,  that  they  were  cautious j  as  the  leaft 
•mifcarriage  might  reverfe  the  fuccefs. 

The  heart  of  man  muft  be  feared  againft 
every  feeling  of  humanity,  to  fupport  fuch  a 
fight  as  the  morning-light  difclofed.  The  vic- 
torious monarch,  animated  with  all  his  martial 
enthufiafm,  was  unable  to  bear  it.  He  led  his 
men,  harrafled  as  they  were,  in  purfuit  of 
the  cjiemy,  though  he  expe6ted  not  to  over- 
take them  ;  but  then  it  removed  him  from  this 
horrid  fcene. 

As  foon  as  his  fpirlts  had  cooled  a  little  from 
the  ardour,  or  rather  madnefs,  necelTary  to 
fupport  them  through  their  late  exertion,  he 
fought  to  relieve  nature  by  reft.  But  the  la- 
bours of  his  mind  were  far  from  being  at  an 
end.  Sleep  had  no  foqner  overpowered  his  wea- 
ry fenfes,  than  his  imtigination  was  at  work, 
and  placed  him  in  the  midft  of  the  tumults  and 
confuhon  from  which  he  was  but  juft  delivered. 
He  gave  aloud  the  feveral  words  of  command, 
and  fought  over  again  the  whole  battle  of  the 
night  before,  with  as  much  eagernefs  and 
anxiety  as  if  he  was  a«5tually  engaged,  till  at 
length  the  hurry  of  his  fpirits  and  agitation 
.  of  his  whole  frame  awoke  hirh,  little  refrefbed 
bv  fuch  broken  flumbers.  Such  a  life  coitld 
not  aftbrd  pleafure  in  the  contemplation.  I 
was  juft  turning  from  him,  furfeited  with,  he- 
roifm  and  gretitnefs,  when  an  affair  that  {hewed 
his  charadler  in  a  new  light  attraded  my  at- 
tention. 

CHAP 
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^n  approved  medicine  fitr  aftck  mind.  A  curions 
converjaUon  between  two  great  ferfons^  with  a 
compindious  method  of  acquh'ing fame, 

W/  HEN  he  arofe  from  his  thorny  pillow, 
V  V  he  went  to  a  trunk,  and  taking  out  a 
book,  '*  Learning  (faid  he,  fighing)  has  been 
'  called  the  medicine  of  the  mind.  Let  me 
'-  try  if  I  can  find  it  fo.  No  mind  ever  wanted 
'  a  medicine  to  heal  its  liekncl's,  more  thiin 
'  miric^oes  at  this  moment." — Then  readino- 
a  page  or  two,  "  Aye,  (continued  he)  theie 
'  are  fine  fchemes,  if  they  could  but  be 
•-  brought  to  bear.  Any  of  them  would  en- 
'  fure  the  wifhed-for,  envied  epithet  oi  great ^ 
'  without  the  fatigue  hi  this  horrid  trade  of 
*  war  ;  though  1  much  fear  this  too  will  dif- 
'  appoint  me  as  that  did,  and  that  in  the  end 
'  1  fhall  find  I  have  confumed  my  life  in  build- 
'  ing  caftles  in  the  air." 

He  then  paufcd  a  moment,  in  adifcontented 
mood,  and,  throv/ini  by  the  book,  took  up  a 
written  paper,  on  which  he  had  fcarce  eaft  his 
eye  When  he  fecmed  to  have  found  the  remedy 
he  wanted.  A  fmile  of  felf-complacency  fof- 
tened  his  brow,  his  eyes  fparkled  with  pleafure, 
and  his  heart  throbbed  with  confcious  pride,  as 
he  read  it  over  moft  emphatically  to  himfelf, 
**  Why  did  1  hot.  fix  my  hopes  of  fame,  my 
^' claim  to  immortality,    on  thefe?   (fiiid  he, 

fwelling 
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"  fweHing  into  tenfold  confequence  as  he 
"  fpoke)  the  mufes  v/ould  not  have  difdained 
"  my  addrefles  ;  they  would  have  crovi^ned  me 
"  with  that  glory  which  I  fought  for  in  vain  in 
**  philofophy,  and  fear  I  purfue  with  no  better 
"  profpecSt  of  fuccefs  in  war.  But  foft !  Is  not 
**  this  the  day  on  v/hich  that  favourite  of  the 
''  mufes,  Crambo^  promifed  to  come  and  fliew 
*'  me  his  laft  work  ?  Who  knows  but  I  may 
"  effe£l  the  fum  of  all  my  defigns  by  his  aflift-- 
"  ance  ?  Every  other  buiinefs  muit  give  place 
*'  to  this.  I  would  not  mifs  the  pleafure  of 
*'  converfing  with  him,  or  run  the  hazard  of 
''  any  other's  feeing  his  works  before  me,-  for 

"  many  reafons." Saying  this,    he  called 

one  of  his  attendants,,  and,  fending  feme  gene- 
ral directions  to  his  officers,  gave  orders  that  no 
one  fhould  be  admitted  to  him  that  mornlns: 
but  a  particular  perfon,  wdiom  he  defcribed. 

He  had  not  waited  long,  when  the  expell- 
ed vifitor  arrived,  difguifcd  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  muft  efFe£lually  conceal  him.  The  mo- 
narch received  him  with  the  greateft  familiari- 
ty, and  pointing  to  a  chair  near  himfelf,  "Sit 
"  down,  my  friend,  (faid  he)  diftinc^ion  is  un- 
*'  necell'ary  among  the  mufes  fons*  You  won- 
"  der,  I  doubt  not,  at  my  deiiring  you  to « 
"  come  in  that  difguife;  but  the  reafon  was 
*' this  :  In  my  fituation  every  motion  is  ex- 
'^  pofed  to  notice.  When  I  have  a  mind, 
*'  therefore,  to  fteal  an  hour  from  care,  I  am 
oblip^ed  to  ufe  fome  artifice  of  this  kind,  to 
conceal  my  delign.  I  am  now  thought  to 
'  be  engaged  on  the  moft  weighty  affairs  ; 
'  and  your  drefs,  with  the  myflerious  m  nner 
'  of  your  introduction,  favours  the  deceit,  and  : 

"  makes  ■ 
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**  makes  you  pafs  for  Tome  iecret  emlfiary  who 
*"'  has  broug-ht  me  intclli2;ence.  Were  it  known 
"  that  I  enjoy  one  hour  of  focial  converfc, 
'*  like  another  man,  it  would  take  off  from  my 
*'  importance,  and  weaken  that  imp-licit  refpedt 
*'  which  the  nature  of  my  affaii*s  makes  indif- 
**  penfible.  This  is  the  bleffing  of  pre-emi- 
*'  nence  :  painfjl  pre-eminence,  eminent  in 
*'  woe. 

"  But  let  us  quit  fo  difagreeable  a  fubjeil. 
^^  liave  you  brought  me  the  piece  you  men- 
"^ioned  m  your  letter  ?  I  long  to  fee  it ;  and 
"  hope  you  have  not  taken  the  Icaft  notice  of 
*' it  to  any  other  perfon  living.  Alexander 
*■'  was  not  more  jealous  of  his  tutor's  publiih- 
"  ins:  his  knowled2:e  for  the  inftru6lion  of  the 
"  world,  than  I  am  of  your  communicating 
"  your  works,  even  by  the  bare  mention  of  their 
"  names,  before  I  have  had  the  firft  perufal  of 
^■^  them.  Like  him,  1  would  engrofs  the  fole 
"  enjoyment." 

"  Your  majefty  does  me  the  higheft  honour 
^'  by  this  jealoufy  ;  (anfwered  the  other)  but  I 
^^  am  afraid  the  obje6t  will  be  found  unworthy. 
'*  However,  fuch  as  it  is,  I  lay  it  at  your 
"  feet." 

"  But  has  no  living  perfon  fcen,  nor 

''  even  heard  of  it  ? " 

"  None,  I  can  moil  truely  afli^re  your 

*'  majefty.  I  obeyed  your  commands  with  the 
^'  greateft  care.  Here  it  is.  The  fubjeft,  I 
"  own,  is  trifling ;  but  1  hope  the  execution 
"  will  not  difpleafe  you.  It  is  a  fhort  confu- 
"  tation  of  all  the  prejudices  which  have  fo 
^'  long  enflaved  the  liuman  mind,  under  the 
''  tide  of  religion.     I  have  proved,  in  an  alle- 

''  goricaJ 
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*'  gorical  hiftory,  by  familiar  inftances  taken 
"  from  real  or  at  leafi  poilible  life,  which  i^ 
"  the  fame  thing,  that  chance  governs  the 
"  world,  and  every  occurrence  in  it  j  and  that 
"  to  attribute  them  to  any  other  caufe,  fuch  as 
'*  infinite  power,  wifdom,  good nefs,  and  fuch 
*'  like,  is  moft  abfurd,  as  they  are  plahily  con- 
"  trary  to  the  effe(£ls  of  fuch  a  caufe ;  and  to 
"  give  a  greater  force  to  my  reafoning,  I  have 
**  all  along  affected  to  treat  thefe  very  notions, 
"  which  I  controvert,  with  the  mofl  folem'n 
"  refpect."  .^ 

"  Juft  as   I  have  written  with  the  greateft 
acerbity   againfl   maxims    ( interrupted   the 
"  king)  which  I  pra^Slife  every  hour   of  my 

"  life." Then  running  his  eye  haftily  over 

the  fivil  page,  wliich  chance  had  opened  to 
him,  "  This  is  the  thing  (continued  he,  in  a 
*'  rapture)  which  has  been  ever  wanted  to  clear 
"  the  eyes  of  man,  and  enlighten  his  mind 
*'  with  the  radiance  of  real  knowledge.  The 
*'  voice  of  reafon  here  utters  the  facred  words 
'*  of  truth,  adorned  with  all  the  beauties  of 
*'  imagination.  How  exa6tly  have  you  hit 
•'  upon  my  fentiments!  how  forcibly  exprefled 
••  them  I  My  actions  muft  have  long  proved 
**  to  all  who  are  capable  of  lifting  up  the  veil 
**  which  neceflity  obliges  man  to  wear,  that 
**  this  is  my  opinion.  You  muft  leave  the 
**  manufcript  with  me,  that  I  may  peru(e  it  at 
**  my  better  leifure  ;  and  remember,  I  have 
"  your  promife,  that  you  will  not  mention  a 
"  word  of  it  to  any  mortal.  I  have  reafons  for 
*'  this  injun^ion,  which  may  not  be  difagreea- 
**  ble  toyou." 

.    ^- '■  ^  ^*  Nothing  that  your  majefty  commands 

"  car* 
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.'  can  be  difagreeable  to  mc ;    nor  need  you 
"  doubt  my   fervice.     Here    is   another    l.ttle 
"thing,  a  mock-heroic  poem    m  wh.ch  the 
"  follv  of  all  the  philofophy,  and  the  faUe  pre- 
»    enfions  to  knowledge,  which  have  .mpoleJ 
"  upon  the  world  for  fo  many  generations  arc 
"  properly  difplayed.     It  .s  fomethmg  of  the 
.'  fame  nature'  with  the  other,  the  dengn   of 
-  which  it  compler,ts,  by  fr.ew.ng   that  there 
«  is  nothing  certain  in  this  life ;   and,  thcit- 
"  fore,  that  true  wifdom  conlifts  m  domgtnat 
"  which  is  moft  agreeable  to  ourfelvcs,  w.th- 
"  out   re.-ard  to  any  contrary  opinions,  how- 
"  ever  hallowed  to  focliih  vercralioii  by  the 
"  rurt  and  cobwebs  of  antiquity.'  . 

«  My  fyftemftiil.  Yes  !  let  rr.e  have  it, 

«  Mv  head  is  ftunned  with  the  ncile  of  war, 
>'  and  wants  the  harmony  of  your  numbers  to 
"  compofe  it.  This  is  poetry.  T  his  is  the 
"  eenuinc  efFufion  of  a  mind  infpired.  buch 
«  writirig^ifdains  the  critic;s  rage,  ,^"'»^J5" 
«  rifes  a%ove  the  wreck  cf  time.  What  elt- 
"  gance  !  What  fire  !   How  bold,  and  yet  how 

"  clear."  .       •      u 
_»  Your  majefty's  approbation   is   the 

««  hicrheft  obiea  of  my  ambition.    It  »s  f?me. 

"  1  hough  till  that  fanftion  is  made  public,  1 

"  doubt  not  but  I  fhall  have  an  outcry  ra.fed 

"  againftme,   particularly  on  account  of  the 

"  firft  work,  for  bringing  ndicule  to  aid  my 

"  arguments,  againft  opi"'""^*^" '""I  ^°  r„: 
"  crated,  by  ignorance,  to  blind  refpedt.     But 
»  it  was  impolible  to  reftrain  the  fall.es  of  w.t.- 
"  on  fubjcas  which  lay  fo  open  to  its  lalh. 

^"  Moft 
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— *'  Mod  certainly  ;  .ivor  are  they  in  the 

*'  kaft  reprehenfible.  A  poignant  jeft  often 
^"^  ihames  a  man  out  of  an  opinion  which  no 
'^argument  could  make  him  give  up.  You 
"  tell  me  with  the  aiiurance  of  facitd  truth, 
**•  that  no  man  living  knows  any  thing  of  ei- 
*'  ther  of  thefe  works.  In  return  for  your 
*'  complying  with  my  dcili'e  in  that,  I  will 
''  nov/  intruii  you  with  the  darling  fecret  of  my 
*'  foul.  No  man  muli  ever  knov/  any  thing 
"  of  them.  I  mean,  as  your's.  Shall  1  tell 
*••  you  all  ?  You  are  fenfible  of  the  ardour  v/ith 
'^  which  I  pant  for  fame.  Though  chance  has 
**  thrown  r-.ie  into  the  more  turbulent  fcenes  of 
^'  life,  my  heart  languifhes  for  the  happinefs  of 
**  tetirement,  for  the  glory  that  is  acquired  by 
*^  the  calmer  works  of  learned  eafe  :  norvvxre 
*'  my  firft  eilays  to  obtain  it  fo  unfuccefsfal  as 
*'  to  difcourage  the  purfuit,  did  the  indifpen- 
'^  fible  duties  of  my  Itation  permit  it. 

"  Can  you  then,    my  friend,    indulge  this 
**  ruling  pailion  of  my  foul  fo  far,  as  to  give  up* 
"  thefe  children  of  your  brain  to  my  adop- 
'*  tion,  and  let  me  produce  them  to  the  world 
''  as  my  own,    without   danger   of    paternal 
"  fondnefs's  breaking  out,  and  claiming  them? 
*'  I  know*  it  is  a  delicate  and  difficult  requefl;, 
''  but  I   will   amply  recompenfe    your  com- 
*'  pliance,  and  then  you  will  foon  be  able  to 
''  produce  more.     The  fpring   from   whence; 
^'  thefe  flowed  is  not  exhauiled. 

"  Befide,  I  claim  a  kind  of  right  to  them. 
"  They  are  the  very  fentiments  of  my  foul, 
^^  whiph  I  defigned  to  have  publifhed  as  foon- 
*'  as  I  could  fpare  time  to  difpofe  them  into 
^'  proper  ord,er.     In  this  you  have  prevented' 

''  me.;, 
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"  me ;  may  I  not  fay  rather,  faved  me  the  trou- 
"  ble,  and  now  prefent  my  own  anticipated 
"  offspring  to  me,  with  the  advantage  of  being 
"  educated  by  your  hand.  The  matter  is 
''  literally  mine,  as  much  as  it  is  your's  :  the 
*'  form  indeed  is  all  your  own.  What  do 
*'  you  fay  ?  Are  you  willing  to  gratify  my  de- 
"  fn-e  ?  " 

"  Every  command  of  your  majefty's  is 

*'  entitled  to  immediate  obedience ;  I  moft 
''  willingly  confign  them  into  your  hands,  to 
"  difpofe  of  as  you  pleafe,  either  to  publifh  or 
"  abfolutcly  fupprefs  them  for  ever.  Could  1 
"  have  thought  of  their  having  fuch  a  glorious 
"  fate,  I  fhould  have  laboured  to  make  them 
*'  more  worthy  of  it." 

''  They  are  very  well.     It  is   the  fub- 

^'  je(St  that  particularly  ftrikes  me.  If  I  find 
"  any  thing  amifs  in  the  manner  of  treatino- 
"  it,  I  will  myfelf  corretil:  it.  Here!  take  this 
"  order  to  my  treafurer :  You  fee  it  is  exprcfly 
*■'  faid  to  be  i'or  fecrct  fervice." 

"  Your  majefty's  munificence  (anfwered  the 
*'  lucky  author,  who  was  fo  aftonifhed  at  the 
"  greatnefs  of  the  fum,  that  it  was  fome  time 
"  before  he  had  power  to  fpeak)  overwhelms 
"  me  with  confufion.  This  is  too  much  ;  too 
"  much  for  me  to  take  ! " 

"  But  not  for  me  to  give  (replied  the 

^'  monarch,  fmiling).  Let  me  fee  you  again  be- 
"  fore  you  go  away.     I  muft  now  give  fome 
"orders,  wliich  are  this  moment  come  into. 
*'  my  head;    but  I  fhall  be  at  leliure  by  the 
"  time  you  return  from  the  treafurer." 

The  author  bowed  with  the  moft  profound 
refpecl,  and  departed  in  evident  happinefs  of 
heart.  ,  6  When 
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When  he  was  gone,  the  king,  looking  af 
his  new  purchafe  with  the  higheft  delight, 
*'  At  length  (laid  he)  I  have  accomplifhed  my 
^'  defign,  Thefe  will  extend  my  fame  through 
"  the  whole  circle  of  the  human  powers.  I 
"  ihine  already  as  a  legiflator  and  hiftorian  ; 
*^  thefe  add  the  charaflers  of  a  poet,  and  a 
*'  div  ine.  Singularity  is  the  firft  ftep  to  emi-- 
"  nence.  A  great  man  {hould  do  nothing  in 
"  the  common  way*  Now  that  I  have  un- 
"  hinged  the  religion  of  the  world,  as  foon  as 
**•  I  aai  at  Icifure  I  will  devife  a  new  one  of  my 
"  own,  and  erec^  it  on  the  ruins  of  the  old. 
"  This  is  all  I  want  to  confirm  my  being  the 
^'  greateji  man  of  this,  or  any  age." 

When  he  had  pleafed  himfelf  with  thefe  re- 
fie^lions  for  foinc  time,  he  refumed  his  wonted 
thoughtful  look,  and  went  to  meet  his  mini- 
ilers,  who,  ftruck  with  his  appearance,  liften- 
ed  to  his  words  with  a  kind  of  religious  vene- 
ration, prepared  to  obey  whatever  he  fhould 
command,  without  prefuming  to  difcufs  it  even 
in  their  own  minds,  as  if  he  had  been  a  being 
of  a  fuperior  nature. 

Having  difpatched  thefe  affairs,  he  retired 
to  meet  the  happy  author,  who  had  received 
the  money,  and  was  returned  according  to  liis 
orders.  "  Well,  (faid  the  king)  I  hope  you 
'*  don*t  regret  the  exchange  you  have  made. 
*•'  I  have  nothing  more  to  fay  to  vou  at  this 
•-*  time,  but  to  defire  that  I  may  hear  conftant- 
"  ly  from  you.  Much  as  I  am  involved  in 
"  other  affairs,  I  fhall  always  find  time  to 
*'  correfpond  with  you ;  and  obferve,  that  I 
"  infift  on  your  laying  afide  all  formality,  and 
**  writing:  your  thoughts  as  freely  as  they  rife 

"ia 
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*'  In  your  mind ;  as  I,  and  all  lovers  of  phi- 
^^  lofophic  truth  do." 

"  Your  majelly  (anfwered  the  other)  heaps 
"  new  honours  on  me,  by  every  new  com- 
•■'  mand.  1  will  obey  you  with  the  utmoll 
''  punciiuality,  and  think  myfelf  happy  if"  my 
*-*  poor  works  can  merit  the  approbation  of  i'o 

'*  confummate   a  judge." The  icene  now 

grew  i'o  fullbme,  each  flattering  the  other  in 
the  groflefl  manner,  that  I  was  glad  when  it 
was  ended. 

This  contemptible  inftance  of  vanity  fullied 
the  luftrc  of  the  monarch's  other  qualities, 
nnd  made  me  fo  ficlc  of  ambition  in  every 
ihapc,  that  I  could  bear  the  fight  of  him  no 
lv)ngcr.  I  therefore  took  my  leave  of  heroifm 
and  rrtat?ifjs^  of  which  my  heart  was  fick,  and 
departed  along  with  the  author,  in  whom  I 
law  fomething  that  raifed  my  curiofity  to  be 
better  acquainted  with  him. 

C  H  A  P.     XIII. 

A  reinarkahk  ifijhncc  of  poetic  gratitude  and 
ju/iicc^  zvith  jome  anecdotes  cf  a  alch-ated 
genius, 

'^"^HE  moment  he  left  the  monarch's  prc- 
JL  fence,  he  made  all  poifiblc  hafte  to  get 
out  of  his  reach  alfo,  for  fear  of  his  changln<r 
his  mind,  and  refuming  his  moft  profufe  pre- 
fent.  When  his  heart  was  freed  from  this  fear, 
on  his  entering    the    territories  of  a  neutral 

power. 
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power,  he  flopped,  to  recover  his  fatigue,  and 
conllder  how  he  fhould  difpofe  of  his  new  for- 
tune in  the  moft  proper  manner.  After  a  va- 
riety of  fchemes,  he  at  laft  refolved  to  fix  his 
abode  in  the  territories  of  a  certain  free  but 
poor  ftate,  where  he  Tnould  be  at  liberty  to 
purfue  his  own  inclinations  without  interrup- 
tion, and  gain  refpeit  by  the  magnificence  which 
he  was  now  able  to  difplay. 

This  firft  point  being  fettled,  his  thoughts 
naturally  recurred  to  the  means   by  which  he 
iiad  acquired  his  fortune.     Amply  as  the  mo- 
narch had  paid  him  for  the  honour  of  fathering 
his  works,    his  vanity  took  the  alarm  at  the 
fame  he  fnould  lofe,  and  envy  determii.e  I  him 
to  break  faith  with  his  benefa61:or,   and  betray 
his  weaknefs  by  publifhing  the  works  in  his 
own  name,  as  foon  as  c/cr  the  king  fnould  de- 
clare them  to  be  his  ;    for  he  would  not  do  it 
fooner  to  prevent  him,  .that  the  detection  might 
heighten  the  di  (grace,  the  thoughts  of  his  being 
under  obligation,  to  which  he  meant  to  make 
fo  bafc  a  return,  inflaming  his  heart  with  the 
mofi:  malignant  hatred.     "  I  vv'ill  expofe  him 
*'  to  the  contempt  of  mankind,  (faidhe)  for  his 
"  meannefs  and  vanity.     He  never  fhall  have 
^'  the   honour  of  my  works.     When  he  has 
*'  plumed  himfelf  in  the  merit  of  them  for  a 
"  while,  ril  fl:rip  the  gawdydaw  of  his  ftolen 
"  feathers,  and  point  him  out  to  univerfal  ri- 
*"  dicule.     He  make  alterations  too  !  and  cor- 
''  re£l   my  errors  !    Let  him,  let  him  expofe 
*'  himfelf!   The  coarfe  patches  will  betray  the 
*'  bungling  hand  that  puts  them  on,  and  ferve 
"for  a  coavenient  foil  to  'ihe  reft.     If  he  de- 
"  fires  fame,  let  him  earn  it,   and  not  ftrive 

"  thus 
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"  thus  to  fteal  it  from  another.  He  never  fhali 
*'  have  the  honour  of  my  works.  Had  he  not 
"  been  a  fool,  he  might  have  forefeen  this,  and 
'*  in  the  plenitude  of  his  tyranny  have  put  it 
*'  out  of  my  power  to  defcat  )iis  delign,  by 
"  taking  away  my  life  ;  but  1  am  now  btyond 
*'  his  reach,  and  fhall  take  care   to  keep  my- 

"  felf  fo." rh;-n  malting  into  rapture,   at 

the  thought  of  his  wealth,  "  I  will  live  (con- 
"  tinned  he)  like  a  prince  among  thole  repub- 
*'  licans,  w'nole  parhmony  will  be  a  foil  ta 
"  my  munificence.  Every  thing  about  me, 
*'  every  thing  I  do  fliall  have  an  air  of  gran- 
"  deurj  I'll  build  a  theatre  at  my  own  houfe, 
*'  where  I  will  have  my  v/orks  reprefented  ac- 
''  cording  to  my  own  tafte,  to  my  chof:.ri 
"  friends." 

The  deliberate  bafenefs  of  this  rcfolution,  fo 
contradiftory  to  the  proper  ufe  of  the  powers 
which  produced  the  occaiion  of  it,  tempted  me 
to  look  back  to  the  principal  occurrences  in  the 
life  of  fo  extraordinary  a  perfon.  He  was  born 
in  a  neighbouring  country,  where  genius  is 
encouraged  by  approbation,  and  flarves  in  the 
mid  ft  of  flattery.  Abilities,  fuch  as  his,  foon 
diftinguifhed  themfclves.  He  became  the  fa- 
vourite of  the  publick,  and  heard  nothing  but 
his  own  praifes.  But  his  reign  was  not  long. 
He  thought  with  a  freedom  and  fpirit  which 
gave  jealoufy  to  a  government  eftablifhed  on 
the  principles  of  defpotifm,  and  was  obliged  to 
fly  his  native  land,  to  avoid  falling  a  facrifice 
to  his  fame. 

The  country  In  which  he  took  refuge  was 
in  every  rcfpe6l  the  rcverfe  of  that  he  left.  Ap- 
probation v/as  given  fparingly,  and  never  f  jon  j 

H  but 
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hut  the  more  fubftantial  reward  of  prefent  pro- 
£.1  fcldom  difappointed  merit ;  and  rational  li- 
berty gave  genius  its  full  fcope.  Here  he  firfl: 
tailed  the  fweets  of  independency,  and  formetl 
fchemes  for  eftabl idling  himfelf  in  the  pofTef- 
fion  of  that  ineilimable  bleiling.  But  his  eager- 
nefs  dif:ppointed  him,  by  betraying  him  into 
iome  adaons  which  obliged  him  to  quit  that 
country  as  precipitately  as  he  had  his  own,  to 
avoid  a  more  ignominious  fate. 

After  fome  time  fpent  in  difcontented  ram- 
bling, this  prince,  whom  his  fame  had  reached-, 
iiot  only  gave  him  an  afylum  in  his  dominions, 
but  alfo  heaped  his  favours  on  him  fo  laviflily, 
that  he  refumed  his  hopes  of  independency, 
■which  this  lafc  affair  enabled  him  toaccomplifk 
in  a  manner  he  had  never  even  raifed  withes 
to.  The  return  he  meditated,  and  did  after- 
wards partly  make  (for  when  he  confidered 
more  cooly,  he  dropt  that  part  of  his  fcherne 
of  jetting  the  king  publifh  them  firfc,  for  fear  his 
credit  fliould  overbalance  his  own,  and  make 
liimfelf  appear  the  plagiary,  a.nd  therefore 
printed  them  dired^tly  in  his  own  name;  a  perfi- 
dy v/hich  the  difcontented  monarch  did  not  dare 
to  impeach,  and  could  not  punifli)  was  agree- 
able to  the  natural  tendency  of  his  difpofition, 
and  of  a  piece  with  his  behaviour  to  the  peo- 
ple v/hofe  beneficence  had  afforded  him  relief, 
and  iirlr  raifed  his  hopes,  whom  he  calum- 
niated with  the  mofl  m^alignant  virulence,  as 
foon  as  he  v/as  out  of  the  reach  of  their  of- 
fended laws. 

The  abilities  v/liich  enabled  him  to  triumph 
over  fo  many  difHculties  as  his  folly  drew  him 
into,  were  certainly  very  great,  though  vanity 

much 
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much  lefTened  their  merit.  An  afFedation  of 
Angularity,  of  fliewing  himfelf  vvifer  than  all 
the  reft  of  the  world,  making  him  difpute  the 
truth  of,  and  treat  with  contempt  thefe  princi- 
ples which  had  ever  been  held  in  the  higheil- 
rerpe6t,  and  eftabliflied  as  the  rules  of  moral 
a£lion,  the  foundations  of  religious  faith. 

Impious  and  abfurd  as  fuch  vanity  was,  it 
found  applaufe  and  imitation  from  the  kindred 
vanity  of  the  greater  part  of  mankind  ;  and  the 
intereft  they  had  in  fupplanting  an  authority 
that  contradided  their  pradice,  and  made  it 
criminal  in  the  eyes  of  others,  and  dangerous 
in  their  own. 

To  this  caufe  chiefly  he  was  indebted  for 
the  rapidity  of  his  rife  to  fame ;  for  literary 
merit,  however  great,  is  obliged  to  ftand  the 
teft  of  time  before  it  meets  general  approb.l- 
tion,  where  fome  lucky  circumftance  does  not 
concur  thus  to  favour  it. 

Shocked  at  fuch  a  proftitutlon,  I  left  him  to 
purfue  hisown  machinations ;  and,  having  abur- 
dantly  fatisfied  my  curiofity  wiih  militaVy  mat- 
ters, refolved  to  change  the  fcene  cf  my  obferva- 
tions,  and  go  to  the  courts  of  the  powers  en- 
gaged in  war,  in  hopes  that,  for  the  credit  of  hu- 
man nature,  I  miglit  find  the  meafures  of  their 
civil  government  deduced  from  more  rational 
principles  than  thofe  which  appeared  to  influ- 
ence the  conduct  of  their  armies. 


End  of  the  FIRST  BOOK. 


H  2  THE 


(     148     ) 


THE 

REVERIE; 

O  R,     A 
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C  H  A  p.      I. 

A  council  fcene.  The  mildnefs  of  female  govern- 
?ncnt ;  Tvith  a  remarkable,  injiance  of  the  hap- 
py eJfeSI  of  reproof  upon  great  minds » 

"^  HE  firft  court  which  I  thought  proper  to 
take  a  view  of  was  that  of  the  power  mofl 
immediately  engaged  in  the  war  againit 
the  prince  whofe  camp  1  had  juft  left.  Ac- 
cordingly I  zvijhed  myfelf  thither  dire6tly,  to 
avoid  the  pain  Ox'  travelling  through  the  fccnes 
of  defolation  and  mifery  exhibited  by  all  the 
countries  around. 

On  my  arrival  I  found  the  fovereign  feated 
in  council,  in  the  midft  of  his  minifters. 
Tiiere  appeai-ed  in  his  looks  a  phlegm,  which 


in 
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in  c5ifFerent  countries  is  taken  to  denote  thecnt- 
ferent  qualities  of  vvlfdom  and  ftupioity ;  and 
which  here  feerned  to  have  extended  its  fopori- 
fick  influence  over  all  prefent,  who  fat  wiih 
their  eyes  fixed  upon  the  table,  as  if  waiting  in 
fufpenhon  of  thought  for  fomething  to  fet  their 
faculties  at  work. 

They  had  continued  in  this  ftate  for  (owe 
time,  when  a  female  entered  and  placed  her- 
(tiU  at  the  right  hand  of  the  fovcreign.  Her 
features  were  ilrong,  and  mafculine;  ilie  was 
drefl'ed  in  the  robes  of  independent  royalty, 
and  the  hnughtine's  o(  her  looks  and  deport- 
ment (hewed  that  (lie  efteemcd  heifelf  fuperlor 
to  all  the  princes  of  the  world. 

The  moment  (he  entered,  the  whole  council 
alTumed  a  r'^w  appearance.  The  fovereign 
looked  abaflied,  and  the  miniflers,  rouz  d  from 
their  former  ferenity,  waited  for  her  words 
vv^ith  fear  and  trembling.  ''  I  ordered  your 
*'  attendance,  (laid  flie,  looking  fiercely  round, 
*^  the  lire  of  her  foul  fiadiing  from  her  eyes  as 
*'  fhe  fpokc)  to  let  you  know  \vbat:  I  will  have 
*'  done  in  the  prefent  conjun£lure.  1  will  no 
*'  longer  bear  to  be  braved  thus  by  my  valiais^ 
*'  who  by  the  weaknefs  of  fome  of  my  prede- 
ceiTors  have  acquired  this  unnatural  power 
of  rebelling  againft  their  favereign.  They 
{hall  be  declared  public  e~nen"Lies  to  the  gene- 
ral fl:ate,and  the  refl  of  the  feudatories  nblig- 
"  ed  to  join  their  forces,  according  to  the  01- 
"  dinances  of  thofe  who  gave  ihem  the  power 
"  they  nowpo(]cfs,to  reduce  them  to  their  proper 
"  ftate  of  obedience.  When  tlvefe  have  done 
'*  that,  the  troops  of  my  own  d' minions  fhaU 
*'  humble  them  alfo.     I  will  no  longer  be  op- 

H  3  "    *'  pofed 
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''  pofed  by  fuch  ingrateful  flaves  ;  for  fuch  they 
**  were,  and  fuch  they  f)"iali  be  again.  And 
"  you,  lir,  (addrelTing  lierfelf  to  the  foverelgn) 
*'  muft  enforce  this  fentence  with  your  autho- 
*' rity.  The  rank  to  which  you  have  been 
*'  raifed  by  your  alliance  with  me,  enables 
*'  you  to  do  any  thing,  if  you  had  but  proper 
"  fpirit. 

"  Madam,  (anfvvered  the  fovereign)  I — I — 
''•  I  can  do  nothing.  You  have  taken  all  the 
^'  power  into  your  own  hands,  and  left  nothing 
"^  for  me  to  do." 

"  Yes,  ( replied  fhe,  with  a  look  of  the 
''  higheft  contempt)  you  can  drink  away  your 
"  fenfes;  and  that  is  ail  you  mind.  Had  I 
"  been  biefied  with  an  hulband  of  fpirit  equal 
*-''  to  my  own,  we  fhouid  have  fubdued  tb^ 
"  world.  All  mankind  would  have  been  my 
"  fiaves.     But  now  the  work  is  all  my  own ;. 

"  you  only  contribute  an  empty  name." 

Then  turning  to  her  fecretary,  "  Let  this  de- 
"  cree  be  notified  to  all  the  other  valTals  with- 
*'  out  lofs  of  time,  that  they  may  prepare  to 
*'  obey  it." 

"  May  it  pleafe  your  moft  auguft  majefty, 
"  (faid  the  fecretary,  making  an  obeifance  as 
"  low  as  adoration)  is  this  fentence  intended 
"  only  againft  the  principal  power  with  u'hom 
"  you  are  at  war  ?  Or  are  all  his  friends,  thofe 
"  1  mean  who  have  not  directly  declared  againft 
''  you,  to  be  included?" 

"  A\],  all;  (anfwered  fhe)  their  prefump- 
"  tion  is  equal,  and  fo  fhall  be  their  pun ifh- 
^'  ment.  Thofe  who  even  hefitate  to  obey  my 
*'  commands  I  hold  to  be  my  enemies,  and 
^'  will  treat  them  as  fuch." 

<'  Your 
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"  Your  iiiofl  facrcd  majefty's  commands  (fc- 
"  plied  the  fecretary)  fbould  be  a  law  to  all 
"  the  world.  Here  is  a  memorial  which  I  have 
*'  this  day  received  from  the  miniftcr  of  his 
"  principal  ally.  It  relates  immediately  to  the 
'^  purpoie  of  this  your  majejfty's  moil  magna- 
"  nimous  and  juft  refolution,  their  confcious 
"  dread  of  which  anticipates  your  tremendous 
"  declaration." 

'' Let  it  be  read  ;  jffaid  (lie,  Impatiently)  I 
"  will  hear  what  it:  contains,  though  all  the 
"  world  fliall  not  make  me  alter  my  refolu- 
''  tion." 

"  Far  be  it  from  your  fervant  to  fuppofc 
*'  any  fuch  thing;  (anfwcred  the  fecretary) 
"  the  will  of  fo  mighty  a  princefs  Ihould  be  as 
"  immutable  as  fate.  Shall  I  read  the  whole, 
*'  or  only  give  a  fummary  of  the  contents  ?  It 
'^  is  very  long;  and  not  always  conceived  with 
"  that  refpcft  due  to  your  fublimity,  from  the 
"  other  fovcreigns  of  the  earth." 

"  The  fubflance  of  it  (replied  (lie  haughti- 
*'  ly)  will  be  as  much  as  I  fhall  hear,  and 
"  more  than  I  fhall  pay  regard  to." 

"  Hem  !  ahem  !  In  the  firft  place,  (faid  he, 
"  clearing  his  voice,  and  cafting  his  eye  upon 
*'  the  paper  in  his  hand)  the  memorialill  pre- 
*'  fumes  to  throw  the  blame  of  the  prefent  war 
"  entirely  upon  your  majefty;  accufmg  you  of 
"  a  defign  to  overturn  the  jufl  rights  and  li- 
^'  berties  of  thofe  whom  he  calls  the  fovereign 
''princes  and  independent  m.embers  of  the 
"  llate ;  and  in  confequence  of  this  accufatioii 
"  juftifics  the  oppofition  made  by  your  enemy, 
"and  the  afliftance  contributed  by  others  to 
"  the  fupport  of  a  caufe  common  to  them  all. 

H  4  "Hi 
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"  He  prefumes  likewife  to  deny  and   proteft  ■ 
."  agaliiir  your  irreliftible-  majefty's  undoubted 
"  right  of  employing  the  authority  of  his  mod 
"  Terene  majtiiy,  your  royal  confort,  in, a  dil- 
*'  pute  v/hich  interferes  riot  with  his  ilate,  but 
-   "  belongs  eniirely  to  your  own  hereditar-y  do- 
'"  minions,  audacioufiy  and   dirccPtly  infilling, 
''  that,  inikad  of  aiding  your  myjerty's  dellgns, 
''  he  ought  to  oppofe  his  whole  force  to  defeat 
""  t::em,    agreeably  to   the  true  intent  of  the 
"  high  truii  repofed  in  him  v/hen  he  wasraifed 
"  to  his  prefent   exalted   ftation.     In    quality 
"  then  of  fovercign  of  other  dominions,    he 
'*  takes  the  liberty  to  upbraid  your  inccmpar- 
"  able  majefFy  with  ingratitude,  alTerting,  that,;** 
5'  without    mentioning    the    many  obligations. 
'^  conferred  upon    ypu  •  royal  anceftors,    your 
,    "  majefly  has  younelf  been  fuppcrted  on  your 
*'  throne  by  his  afliftance,    againft  the  efforts 
*'  of  thcfe  very  enemies  of  your  auguft  houfe, 
"  whom  you  have  now  mcfl  unna^  urally  join- 
"  cd  wich  againfi  him,  your  only  firm  and  ef- 
''  fecSlual  ally ;    and,  laftly,  he  has  the  aOiir- 
'^'-  ance  to  declare,  that  he  will  now  employ  the 
"  fame  power  in  defence  of  what  he  calls  his 
*'  own  rights,  and  thofe  of  his  allies  ;    with 
*'  which  he  moft  infolently  adds,  that  he  fears 

*'  no'  to  humble  that  ingratefuJ " 

While  the  fecretary  was  miaking  this  recital, 
every  feature  of  his  mifirefs's  face  was  diiio:ted 
with  the  different  paffions  of  pride,  rage,  and 
revenge ;  but  thefe  lafc  v/ords  hurried  her  beT- 
yond  ail  patience.  "Villain!  (faidfhe,  fnatchr- 
"  ing  the  memorial  from  his  trembling  hand, 
"  and  throwing  it  in  his  face)  Hov/  dareft  thou 
'*  repeat  fuch  infolenc-e  before  me  ?  Obligations 

^^to 
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*«  to  him  !  he  only  did  his  duty  ;  and  was  over  - 
*'  paid  by  my  acceptance  of  it.  My  houfe, 
*<  the  firfl  on  earth,  has  a  right  to  every  thing 
*'  in  the  pouter  of  inferior  princes,  to  contri- 
*'  bute  to  its  exaltation  ;  nor  fliall  any  petty, 
"  limited,  fovercign  prefume  to  call  my  com- 
*'  mands  in  queftion,  or  cenfure  my  makino; 
"  alliances  vi^ith  vi^hom  I  pleafe.  Whatever  I 
*«  will  is  right;  and  this  1  will  fupport  againib 
*«  all  their  oppofition,  while  I  have  a  fubjecr 
♦'  able  to  draw  a  fword." 

The  vehemence  with  which  (he  fpoke  thefe 
words  awoke  her  royal  confort,  who  was  fo 
affe6led  by  the  rebuke  fhe  had  given  him  juft 
before,  that  he  fell  afleep.  Starting  therefore, 
"Hah!  What!  What  oppofition  ?  (faid  he, 
"  ftaring  about,  and  repeating  her  laftworJ) 
"  What  oppofition  ? '* 

"Peace,  idiot!  foti  (anfwered  his  gentle 
"  mate)  the  only  oppofition  I  regard,  is  that 
"  of  your  indolence  and  ftupidity." — —Then 
turnino;  again  to  the  fecretary,  "  Draw  up  the 
"  decree  (continued  (he)  dirc£lly,  and  enforce 
"  it  with  every  expreffion  of  contempt  for  the 
"  writer  of  this  infolent  memorial.  I'll  fhew 
"  bim  what  regard  I  pay  to  his  upbraidings  ; 
"  and  that  I  hold  the  fervices  he  values  himfelf 
«'  fo  highly  upon,  to  be  all  cancelled  from  the 
"  moment  he  dared  to  difobey  my  fovereign 
«  will  in  any  inftance." 

Saying  this,  (he  arofe;  and,  difmiffing  the 
council  with  a  motion  of  her  hand,  retired, 
her  royal  confort  not  venturing  to  fpeak  a 
word. 

H  5  CHAP. 
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j^  ready  falve  for  a  fore  confcience-^  luith  a  pro-^ 
per  rezuard  for  piety.  An  unexpe^ed  difap- 
polntfnent  Jhews  greatnefs  of  foul  in  a  Jlriking 
light,     A  day  concluded  confi/iently, 

ROM  council  her  majefty  went  into  her 
own  apartment,  where  fhe  met  her  confef- 
for,  who  was  waiting  for  her.  "  I  fent  for  you, 
*'  father,  (faid  flie)  to  unburthen  my  confci- 
*'  ence,  which  cannot  bear  the  weight  of  any 
*'  thing  that  even  looks  lilce  a  crime.  The 
*'  event  of  this  war  not  immediately  anfwering 
"  my  expe6lations5  I  have  confented  to  a  pro- 
''  pofal  made  to  me,  of  having  my  enemy  taken 
*^'  off  by  poifon  :  I  have  alfo  given  orders  to 
*'  one  of  my  generals,  to  march  into  the  terri- 
*'  tories  of  thofe  dates  who  refufed  to  join  with 
*'  me  in  the  war,  and  to  burn  and  deftroy  all 
"  before  him,  putting  man,  woman,  and  child, 
*'  to  the  fvvord,  to  revenge  the  difrefpeclful 
"  manner  in  which  they  refufed  to  comply  with 
*'  my  demands,  and  ftrike  a  terror  into  others 
*'  for  the  future.  Now,  as  I  conclude  that 
*'  both  thefe  orders  have  been  put  in  execu- 
*'  tion  this  morning,  I  fent  for  you  to  receive 
"  abfolution." 

"  The  piety  of  your  moft  facred  majefty 
*'  ( anfwered  the  ecclefiaftic  )  is  highly  com- 
^'  mendable,  and  deferves  the  indulgence  of  the 
*'  holy  church  in.  the  molt  unlimited  degree. 

^'Such; 
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''  Such  things,  to  be  fure,  are  in  general  crimi- 
"  nal;  but  particular  circumllances  may  change 
"  their  nature.  The  urgency  of  your  majefly's 
"  affairs  requires  difpatch,  and  your  honour 
"  muft  be  vindicated.  1  hefe  confideraiions 
"  are  in  themfelves  of  weight  to  authorize  what 
''  elfe  ought  to  be  avoided.  But  there  is  ano- 
*'  ther  reafon  ftill  ftronger,  and  which  makes 
"  the  actions  that  hurt  the  tendcrnefs  of  your 
"  confcience  meritorious,  inftead  of  reprehen- 
"  fible.  Your  enemy  is  an  heretic,  and  thcre- 
''  fore  out  of  the  prote(il:ion  of  all  law^s  humain 
''  and  divine  ;  and  thofe  who  refufed  to  a/Tifl 
*'  you  apainft  him,  though  not  formally  here- 
"  tics  themfelves  as  yet,  difcover  by  that  re- 
*'  fufal  a  kind  of  tendency  that  v/ay,  and 
"  Ihould  be  prevented  by  v/hobfome  chaftife- 
"  mcnt ;  the  firft  duty  of  all  true  fons  of  the; 
"  church  being  to  extirpate  herefy." 

Having  quieted  her  majefty's  confcience  by 
this  pious  diilim^ion,  lie  proceeded  to  the  ce- 
remony of  giving  her  abfolution,  which  he  per- 
foimed  with  a  folem.nity  and  parade  equally 
impious  and  ridiculous  on  fuch  an  occafion. 

When  this  important  affair  was  finifhcd, 
addreifing  his  penitent  with  a  look  of  ja>y,  ''  I 
''  have  the  happinefs  (  faid  he)  to  congratulate 
"  your  majefty  on  the  higheft  honour  which 
"  can  be  obtained  in  this  world.  Our  moft 
••.'  holy  father,  in  token  of  his  approbation  of 
*'  your  zeal  for  the  glory  of  the  church,  has 
"  thought  proper  to  grant  you  an  addition  to 
*'  your  titles,  which  gives  you  the  pre-emi- 
"  nence  over  all  the  potentates  on  earth ;  and 
^'  has  blefled  me  with  the  office  of  impofmg  it 
'-'  in  his  name,  whenever  your  majeily  pleafes 

H  (jt  '      ''  to 
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"  to  appoint  a  time  for  the  glorious  ceremonies 
"  which  his  wilidom  has  inflituted  for  that  pur- 
"  pofe." 

"  I  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  his  holinefs*s  favour, 
"  (anfwered  fhe)  and  fhail  be  glad  to  receive 
*'  it  in  the  proper  manner  as  foon  as  poffiblc, 
*'  as  my  whole  foul  is  implicitly  devoted  to 
*'  the  ceremonies  of  our  divine  religion." 

''  To-morrow  then  (faid  he)  will  1  perform  the 
•"  facred  office  of  this  fecond  baptifm,  and  give 
"  you  a  title  that  fhall  be  expreffive  of  the  regard 
*'  you  fo  nobly  fhew  at  this  time  for  the  ad- 
'•'•  vaiicement  of  the  faith  ;  for  which  purpofe  I 
*'  will  go  directly  and  give  orders  for  adorning 
*'  the  great  church  with  all  the  precious  and 
^'  coflly  images,  and  relics  of  the  faints  and 
^^  angels,  who  will  look  down  with  pleafure 
'*  to  behold  your  majefty  raifed  to  a  degree  of 
*'  honour  fuperior  even  to  their  own.  You 
*'  \rill  pleafe  to  command  all  the  great  officers 
*'  cti'  your  court  to  attend,  that  nothing  may 
*'  he  v/anting  to  make  the  ceremony  truly 
'  grand." 

While  her  majefty  was  preparing  for  this 
^rrtat  aH'air,  my  curiohty  prompted  me  to  fee 
how  her  royal  confort  difpofed  of  his  time.. 
As  foon  as  the  council  was  broken  up,  in 
•  which-  he  made  the  important  figure  that 
has  been  related,  he  haftened  to  his  own  par- 
ticular apartments,  v/here,  throwing  off  the 
mockery  of  royalty  with  which  he  was  encum- 
bered, he  fat  down  v/ith  fome  of  his  moft  in- 
tmate  favourites,  to  drown  the  cares  of  ftate 
in  Vw'ine. 

The  converfation  was  fuited  to  the  occa- 
fion.  '■  i*  or  my  part  (faid  tlie  fovereign,  filling 
''  his  rummer)   I  cannot  conceive  what  plea- 

"  fure 
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^'  fure  thofe  people  find  in  politics,  and  wars, 
"  and  fuch  like  turbulent  perplexing  matters. 
"  I  never  think  of  the  former,  that  they  do  not 
"  make  my  head  ake;  though  the  truth  is,  her 
''  majefty,  for  the  moft  part,  faves  me  that 
"trouble.  And  then,  for  fighting!  I  blefs 
*'  my  ftars  I  am  no  hero;  nor,  while  I  have  a 
"  bottle  of  fuch  wine  as  this  before  me,  envy 
*'  any  of  them  their  laurels." 

"  It  would  be  happy  for  the  world,  (faid 
"  one  of  the  company,  while  the  fovereign 
"  quaffed  off  his  bumper)  if  all  princes 
"  were  of  your  majefty's  way  of  thinking. 
"  The  pleafures  of  life  might  then  be  enjoyed 

"  in  peace  and  fatisfa£lion." This  turned 

the  diicourfe  naturally  on  thofe  pleafures,  which, 
they  all  talked  over  with  the  greateft  keennefs, 
till  it  was  time  to  go  to  the  opera,  where  his 
majefl^y  feldom  failed  to  fpend  the  evening. 

His  royal  confort,  elated  at  the  thought  of 
the  mighty  things  which  had  been  done  for  her 
that  morning,  and  of  the  facrcd  honour  fhe 
was  to  receive  next  day,  went  thither  alfo,  to 
indulge  the  happinefs  of  her  heart ;  but  hap- 
pening in  the  courfe  of  the  entertainment  to 
obferve  that  her|hufband  looked  with  more  than 
common  earneftnefs  at  one  of  the  female  per- 
formers, fhe  gave  orders  to  one  of  her  officers 
to  remove  her  that  very  night  out  of  her  do- 
minions, without  permitting  her  hufband  to 
fee  her,  not  bearing  that  any  other  fhould  in- 
terfere with  her  in  the  only  advantage  ihe 
reaped  from  her  marriage. 

The  ceremony  of  the  next  day  exceeded  all 
defcrlption.     Every  inflance  of  pomp,  both  fe- 
cular  and  religious,  which  fuperflition  and  va- 
nity 
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nity  could  fuggeft,  was  difplayed  to  make  the 
farce  complete,  without  any  regard  to  the  danger 
of  offending  the  Deity  By  fuch  an  hypocritical 
proftitution  of  rites  appropriated  to  his  fervice, 
and  many  of  them  appointed  by  himfelf. 

But  the  joy  of  her  moft  pious  majefty  was 
foon  damped.  She  had  flattered  herfelf,  that 
the  fcheme  for  poifoning  her  enemy  was  laid  fo 
well,  and  committed  to  fuch  trufty  hands  as  to 
be  fafe  from  difappointment  or  detedlion.  On 
this  her  confeflbr  built  fo  ftrongly  that  he  re- 
jColved  to  promife  fome  fignal  and  fpeedy  in- 
ilance  of  fuccefs,  as  a  divine  ratification  of  her 
new  title.  Accordingly,  in  the  oration  with 
which  he  concluded  the  ceremony,  he  worked 
himfelf  up  into  the  appearance  of  prophetic 
'Cnthufiafm,  and  ventured  even  to  point  out  the 
death  of  her  enemy,  as  if  by  immediate  infpi- 
ration,  defcriblng  his  agonies  in  a  rhetorical 
flourifh,  and  attributing  his  fate  to  the  hand  of 
Heaven,  as  a  punifhment  for  his  rebellion 
againft  his  fovereign. 

The  effe^l  which  this  had  upon  the  multi- 
tude is  not  to  be  exprefTed.  Prepared  by  their 
natural  fuperflition  to  believe  every  thing  their 
prielts  pleafed  to  tell  them,  they  locked  for  the 
inftant  accomplifhment  of  this  prediction  with 
fuch  ftrong  faith,  that,  had  the  expected  news 
arrived  at  that  time,  they  would  have  received 
it  implicitly  as  a  miracle ;  and  moft  probably 
have  fallen  down  and  worfhipped  their  fove- 
reign, in  whofe  favour  it  would  have  appeared 
to  have  been  wrought. 

But,  unluckily  for  the  poor  prophet,  juft  as 
he  had  finifhed  his  declamation,  ;^n  account  was 
received  that  the  attempt  upon  the  king's  life 

had 
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had  mifcarried,  and  her  moft  pious  majefty's 
privity  to  it  been  dete£led  In  the  plaineft  man- 
ner, fo  as  to  reflect  an  indelible  difgrace  upon 
her  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  ;  and  that  her  ar- 
my, which  was  to  have  ravaged  the  territories 
of  his  friends,  had  been  repulfed  with  great 
lofs,  and  by  a  body  of  fuch  inferior  force  as  to 
look  like  the  iinmediate  interpofition  of  Provi- 
dence. The  confequence  of  this  may  be  eafi- 
ly  conceived.  7  he  preacher  was  afhumcd  to 
Ihew  his  face  :  the  glorious  title  was  turned  in- 
to ridicule  ;  and  her  raajefty  was  overwhelmed 
with  vexation  at  her  difappointment. 

As  foon  as  {lie  had  recovered  herfelf  a  little, 
Ihe  fummoned  her  council  again  on  this  im- 
portant occafion.  After  long  deliberation,  it 
was  at  laft  concluded  to  give  up  a  confiderable 
part  of  the  territories  of  fome  of  her  moft  faith- 
ful friends,  to  one  of  the  powers  confederate 
with  her  in  the  war,  to  induce  it  to  exert  all 
its  fjrce  to  opprefs  an  enemy  from  whom  they 
met  fuch  unexpected  refiftance  ;  for,  fo  ftrong 
was  the  hatred  of  her  foul  againft  him,  that 
(he  would  ruin  herfelf  rather  than  he  (hould 
efcape  ruin.  As  to  the  charge  of  being  con- 
cerned in  the  infamous  and  horrid  fcheme  of 
poifoning  him,  fhe  afFeCkd  to  treat  it  with 
contempt,  as  a  groundlefs  flander,  to  which 
fhe  difdained  to  make  any  anfwer. 

But- the  fanguine  hopes  flie  built  upon  this 
abfurd  expedient,  which  brou  ht  into  her 
neighbourhood  a  rival  infinitely  more  danger- 
ous than  the  one  whom  fhe  wanted  todeftroy, 
were  foon  overthrown.  Her  exprefles  were 
fcarce  difpatched,  v.  hen  fhe  received  ari  ac- 
count of  the  death   of  her  ally,    upon  wh'ife 

affiflance 
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affiflance  fhe  depended ;  and  from  whofe  fuc- 
ceflbr  fhe  had  juft  reafon  to  apprehend  even 
^  worfe  than  the  difappointment  of  her  hopes,  as 
j^^  his  avowed  attachment  to  her  enemy  had  en- 
gaged her  in  intrigues  againft  his  life  alfo, 
which  he  had  difcovered^  and  would  now  moft 
probably  ihew  his  refentment  of,  by  turning- 
his  forces  againft  her. 

This  event  difconcerted  all  her  fchemes, 
and  fhewed  her  that  the  ruin  of  her  enemy, 
which  fhe  had  purfued  with  fuch  inveteracy, 
and  flattered  herfelf  with  the  thought  of  being 
fo  near,  was  now  removed  farther  off  than 
ever,  if  not  abfolutely  out  of  her  power  to  ac- 
complilh.  However,  the  blind  implacability 
of  her  foul  was  not  to  be  convinced.  She  re~ 
folved  to  double  all  her  efforts;  flie  ordered 
every  fubje^t  in  her  dominions  to  take  arms  ; 
and  laftly  propofed  to  the  profefTed  enemies  6f 
her  faith,  to  fhare  with  her  the  conqueft  which 
they  fhould  aflift  her  to  make  in  a  war,  alledg- 
ed  to  have  been  undertaken  on  a  religious  mo- 
tive, facrificing  every  obligation,  human  and 
divine,  to  an  impotent  defire  of  revenge  ;  and 
thus  concluded  a  day  hallowed  in  the  annals 
of  her  reign,  by  the  reception  of  her  facred 
title. 

Such  fcenes  were  too  fhocking  to  be  dwelt 
on.  I  refolved  to  leave  that  court  dire6ily ; 
and  took  the  opportunity  of  travelling  with  a 
courier  whom  her  facred  majefly  f'-nt  to  one  of 
her  allies,  that  I  might  take  a  view  of  that 
part  of  his  dominions  in  which  he  refided  at 
that  time,  and  learn  fomething  of  the  man- 
ners of  the  people  with  whom  I  was  yet  unac- 
quainted. 

CHAP. 
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More  happy  efeSfs  of  greatnefs ;  ivlth  a  new  way 
of  punijJnng  d'lf obedience ^  an(i  making  the  moji 
of  powe)\ 

THE  courier  had  fcarce  entered  the  terri- 
tories of  the  prince  to  whom  he  was  fent, 
when  he  wds  feized  by  a  band  of  free-booters, 
who,  without  any  regard  to  his  character, 
dragged  him  away  to  their  chief.  It  w^as  late 
when  he  fell  into  their  hands;  and  as  they  had 
prowled  to  a  confiderable  diftance  from  home, 
they  concluded  to  flop  at  their  own  place  of 
habitation  till  morning. 

Nothing  could  equal  the  brutal  behaviour 
of  thelc  favao-es,  but  their  worfe  than  brutal 
infolence,  and  the  mifery  in  which  they  lived. 
They  threw  their  captive  into  the  corner  of  ^ 
hovel, Tn  which  the  leader  of  the  gang  dwelt, 
among  their  fwine  and  cows  ;  the  beft  place  in 
the  hut,  if  any  could  be  called  by  that  title, 
being  referved  for  their  horfes,  who  fared  \x\ 
every  refpeil  better  than  their  mafters  ;  and 
then,  devouring  a  mefs  of  food  which  any  hu- 
man creatures,  not  immediately  impelled  by  fa- 
mine, would  have  turned  from  with  loathing, 
lay  dov/n  to  fleep  upon  an  heap  of  ftraw,  all 
mixed  together,  v/ithout  any  regard  to  decen- 
cy or  diflerence  of  fcx,  v/here  they  fnoredtili 
next  morning ;  when  theyarofe  as  foon  as  it 
was  light,  and  licking  up  what  their  dogs  had 

left 
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left  of  their  over-night's  fare,  hurried  their  cap- 
tive av^ay  to  their  lord. 

When  they  arrived  at  his  caflle  they  met  him 
going  to  his  {tables,  and,  falling  on  their  knees 
in"  the  wet  and  mire   with  which  the  whole 
place   was    plentifully  covered,    informed  him- 
of  their  fuccefs.    The  courier,  without  waiting 
for  his  lordfhip's  making  them  any  reply,  ad- 
drefTed  him  boldly,   and,  telling  what  he  Vvas, 
complained  heavily  of  the  outrage  he  had   fuf- 
fered,  and  demanded  to  be  fet  immediately  at 
liberty,  to  purfue  his  journey,  as  he  was  charged 
with  difpatches  of  theutmoft  importance  to  his 
fovereign.     The  air  of  freedom  with  which  he 
fpoke  offended  the  pride  of  the  mighty  lord; 
but  his  dignity  was  ftruck  at  by  this  laft  word 
in  a  manner   that  he  did  not  think  proper  to 
bear,  for  he  would  not  have  his  vaflals  even 
fufpedt  that  he  paid  obedience  to   any  power 
upon  earth.     "  Take  hence  that  flave,    (  faid 
"  he,    without  deigning  to  look  at  him)  and 
"  throw  him  into  the  dungeon.     I'll  chaftife 
''him  for  his   infolence.     My  fovereign  !    A 
*'  nohle7nan  owns  no  fovereign."   Then  turninor 
to  his   people,    who  ftill  continued  kneeling, 
"  What  more  have  you  brought  me?  (faid  he) 
"  I  fent  you  word   that  I   was  going  to  at- 
''  tend  the  great  convention  of  the  ftates,   and 
''  wanted  money." 

To  this  terrible  fpeech  the  principal  of  the 
gang  anfwered,  that  they  had  no  money  them- 
felves,  nor  were  able  to  get  any,  though  they 
had  fcoured  the  whole  country  in  fearch  of  it. 
''  Villains  I  dogs  !  (exclaimed  his  lord,  flying 
"  at  the  poor  trembling  wretch,  and  beating 
♦'  him  unmercifully  with  his  horfe-whip)  Tell 

me 
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*'  me  not  that  you  have  no  money.  You  mufl 
''  find  it  for  me,  or  I'll  fell  yourfelves,  your 
"  wives  and  children,  for  flavcs.  Be  gone  ; 
"  and  either  bring  me  money  to-morrow  morn- 
"  ing,  or  every  female  in  your  families.  I'll 
"  make  you  know  that  I  will  be  obeyed." 

The  wTetches  went  away  without  daring  to 
expoflulate,  while  their  potent  lord  flrutted  off, 
fwollcn  with  the  thou2;ht  of  havinp-  fo  many  of 
his  fellow-creatures  fubjecl  to  his  pleafure. 

As  foon  as  he  entered  his  caftle,  he  ordered 
the  courier  to  be  brouo-ht  before  him  ap-ain,  and 
havmg  reprmianded  him  feverely  for  behaving 
with  luch  infolence  to  a  pcrfon  of  his  import- 
ance, difmifTed  him.,  now  that  his  own  vaflals,. 
into  whom  he  meant  to  flrike  a  terror,  were 
departed.  Every  thing  about  him  was  in  cha- 
radler.  His  caftle,  which  his  own  people 
thought  one  of  the  grandeft  palaces  in  the 
world,  was  a  mean,  incommodious,  but  indif- 
ferently ftrong  place  ;  the  furniture,  foir.e  of  it 
rich,  but  old,  aukward,  and  ill-fuited,  and 
mofl  of  the  leller  conveniences  of  life  utterly 
wanting ;  and  here  was  this  petty  tyrant  ferved 
with  a  parade  and  oilentation,  which  were  a 
fevere  though  jufl  ridicule  upon  the  pomp  and 
vanity  of  ftate. 

There  was  fomething  fo  new  to  me  in  this 
fcene,  that  I  refolved  to  purfue  it  farther.  I 
therefore  quitted  the  courier  for  the  company 
of  this  noblefjiariy  with  whom  I  faw  I  fhould 
have  an  opportunity  of  travelling  to  the  court, 
when  he  fhould  go  to  the  convention  of  the 
Hates,  in  equipping  his  horfes,  for  which  grand 
occafion  he  fpent  the  reft  of  the  day  y  for  on 
them  was  all  his  pride  difplayed. 

The 
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The  next  morning  produced  a  fcene  that  wa*- 
a  difgrace  to  the  human  name.  His  wretched 
vafials,  in  obedience  to  his  dread  commands, 
came  with  all  their  mothers,  fifters,  wives,  and 
daughters,  for  he  had  made  no  exception  of  age 
or  infirmity,  driven  before  them  like  a  herd  of 
cattle  to  the  market.  They  alfo  brought  all 
their  worldly  fubftance,  confiding  of  the 
wretched  utenfils  of  their  houfes,  their  imple- 
ments of  hulbandry,  and  their  cattle,  to  give 
in  the  place  of  their  women,  if  their  lord  would 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  accept  of  the  exchange, 
and  let  them  ftarve  together. 

The  cries  of  the  females,  and  the  diflrefs 
painted  in  the  faces  of  the  men,  for  they  did 
not  dare  to  complain,  are  not  to  be  exprelled  ; 
but  neither  made  any  impr  iKon  on  their  lord, 
whofe  noble  heart  was  above  the  vulgar  weak- 
neffes  of  humanity.  "So  !  (faid  he  flernly)  then 
*'  you  have  dared  to  difcbey  my  commands,  and 
*'  not  brought  me  the  money?" 

^^  Mighty  lord!  (  anAvcied  an  ecciefiaflic,: 
'*  who  had»  ventured  to  come  as  their  intercef-. 
*'  for)  they  have  obeyed  your  commands  as  far 
*'  as  was  in  their  power,  and  brought  all  their 
"women;  but  mon?y  it  v/as  impomble  for 
*^-them  to  bring,.  The  armies,  which  have 
*'  marched  fo  often  through  the  country  of 
'Mate,  have  plundered  them  of  every  thing 
''  which  they  might  fell  to  raife  money  for  your 
''  ufe ;  nor  do  travellers  venture  to  carry  any 
''  thing  valuable  with  them  in  fuch  dangerous 
^'  times  \  fo  that  they  cannot  obtain  any  that 
"  way  neither.  Have  compaiiion  therefore  on 
*'  their  diftrefs,  and  tear  not  from  them  their 
*'  families,  the  bnly  comfort  which  they  enjoy 

*'ia 
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'*' m  life.     They  have  brought  all  their  poor 

■«  fubftance." 

While  the  priefl:  was  making  this  pathetic 

addrefs,  the  lord  was  viewing  his  property,  and 

bargaining  for  them  with  fome  Jewifh  flave- 

merchants,   whom  he  had  fummoned  on  the 

occafion,  and  who  are  always  ready  to  purchafe 

fuch   unhappy  creatures,    to  fell  again  to  the 

Turks.      "  It  is  in  vain  for  you  to  fpeak  (faid 

"  he,    when  he  had  concluded  his   bargain) 

"  whatever  I  command   fliall  be  done;    and 

"  fmce  they  have  ncgledled  to  provide  money, 

"  their  women  fhail  go.     This  will  teach  them 

*'  to  be  more  diligent  another  time.      They 

^'  mind  nothing  now  but  dallying  with  their 

"  wives  ;    but  they'll  do   better  when  they'are 

"  gone.'* Saying  this,  he  made  a  fignal  to 

the.  Jews,  who  drew  out  the  number  they  had 
bought,  and,  paying  down  their  pri  e,  drove 
thetn  away,  without  the  leall;  regard  to  their 
cries  and  diflrefs  at  this  violation  of  all  the 
tendereft  ties  of  nature. 

The  horror  I  felt  at  this  abominable  tyran- 
ny is  not  to  be  expreflbd  ;    nor  the  gratitude 
.     with  which  I  offered  up  my  thanks  to  Heaven, 
•    for  the  ineftimable  hap^  inefs  of  living  in  a  coun- 
try where   I    was   fecure   from   fuch   outrages 
againft  the  common  rights  of  mankind.    *'  Too 
*'  happy  Britons!  (faid  I  tomyfelf,  intheover- 
"  flowing  of  my  heart)  did  you  but  know  your 
"  own  happinefs  !    You  live  under  the  protec- 
.  "  tion  of  laws  enabled, by  yourfelves  ;  under  the 
"  government  of  a  prince  v/ho  exerts  his  power 
"  only  in  acts  of  benevolence  and  virtue!" 


CHAP. 
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* 

CHAP.     IV. 

Account  of  an  uncommon  kind  of  council ;    ^uith 
its  natural  conclufion, 

WHEN  this  important  affair  was  finifhed, 
the  nobleman  fet  out  for  the  convention 
of  the  ftates,  with  a  numerous  and  grand  reti- 
nue. The  country  through  which  he  travelled 
bore  every-where  the  fame  appearance  with  his 
own  territories  ;  the  vafTals  in  the  moft  abje6l 
llavery  and  wretchednefs,  and  their  tyrants  in 
flovenly  profufion,  and  aukward  fplendor. 

The  convention  to  which  the  nobles  were  all 
at  this  time  going,  was  one  of  the  mod  glaring 
inftances  of  human  abfurdity.  It  was  held  in 
a  large  plain,  where  all  thefe  petty  tyrants  met 
on  horfe-back,  armed,  and  at  the  head  of  their 
vafTals,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  delibera- 
ting on  the  public  welfare;  but  how  likely  they 
were  to  promote  it  is  fafficiently  obvious  :  for  if 
the  voice  of  reafon  is  feldom  heard  with  refpe6l 
in  the  beft  regulated  afl'emblies,  and  among  the 
mod:  civilized  people,  where  every  precaution 
which  human  prudence  can  fuggeft  is  taken,  to 
prevent  the  animofity  infeparable  from  dif- 
ference of  fentiment,  from  breaking  out  into  a6ls 
of  violence,  what  muft  be  expecSled  from  a  num- 
ber of  men  like  thefe,  bred  up  in  lawlefs  info- 
lence  and  outrage,  and  gathering  together  with- 
out a  rule  to  direct,  or  power  tocontroul  them, 
prepared  to  fupport  their  own  opinions  by  force 

when 
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^hen  Tirguments  (liould  fail,  let  them  never  be 
fo  extravagant  and  iinjullj  w^hat,  I  fay,  muft 
be  expected  from  fuch  a  meeting  but  tumult, 
confuiion,  and  llaughter? 

This  confcquence  was  fo  well  known  to  their 
fovereigns,  that,  although  they  could  not  ab- 
rogate a  cuRom  hallowed  by  its  antiquity, 
whofe  fancTcion  too  often  makes  abfurdity  vene- 
rable, and  which  owed  its  rife  to  the  moft  bar- 
barous ignorance,  they  never  would  confent  to 
fo  dangerous  and  inefFetSlual  an  expedient,  ex- 
cept in  times  of  public  calamity,  when  their 
licentious  fubjc(5ls  extorted  fuch  a  conceilion 
from  them  ;  for  the  right  of  convening  thera 
was  entirely  in  the  fovereign,  from  whom  the 
fuprcme  power  in  its  utmoft  latitude  was  tranf- 
ferred  to  the  colle61ive  body  of  the  nobles  the 
moment  they  met,  and  for  the  time  of  their 
continuing  together  ;  which,  however,  was  al- 
ways limited  to  one  day,  to  obviate  their  abu- 
fing  their  truft. 

They  affembled  accordingly  at  fun-rife,  and 
fcparating  from  their  attendants,  who  flood 
around  them  at  feme  little  diftance,  waited  for 
thearrival  of  their  fovereign,  to  explain  to  them  in 
■form  the  caufe  of  his  fummoning  them  to  meet. 
The  time  of  their  waiting  was  fpent  in  forming 
cabals,  fomenting  their  mutual  difcontents, 
and  ftimulating  each  other  to  fedition,  by  ag- 
gravating every  exertion  of  the  royal  authority 
into  a  breach  of  their  privlledges,  lind  an  en- 
croachment on  the  liberty  of  the  public  ;  in 
behalf  of  which  they  declaimed  with  as  much 
vehemence  as  if  they  were  refolved  to  baniih 
tyranny  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  reftore 
iill  mankind  to  their  original  equality. 

5  At 
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At  length  the  fovereign  appeared  in  a  mag* 
nificence  almoft  exceeding  imagination;  but 
liis  looks  {hewed  that  grandeur  often  gilds 
unhappinefs.  Advancing  into  the  midft  of  the 
affembly,  he  opened  the  convention  with  a 
moft  affe£ling  fpeech,  in  which  he  fet  forth  the 
public  diftrefles  in  the  moft  lively  and  pathe- 
tic colours  ;  and  defired  their  afliftance  to  re- 
medy them,  with  as  much  condefcenfion  as 
was  confiftent  with  the  dignity  of  his  rank. 

But  it  was  far  from  their  intention  to  com- 
ply with  any  thing  he  fhould  require :  they 
icarce  gave  him  liberty  to  finifh  his  fpeech, 
when,  throwing  off  all  refpe6t  andreftraint,  an 
hundred  mouths  opened  upon  him  at  once,  ac- 
cufmg  him  of  being  the  caufe  of  all  the  public 
calamities,  by  the  weak  and  pernicious  mea- 
fures  of  his  government ;  and  upbraiding  him 
with  tyranny,  and  a  defign  of  overturning  the 
liberties  of  his  fubjecSls,  which  he  had  fworn  to 
maintain. 

The  fovereign,  unable  to  prevent,  and,  un- 
willing to  hear  fuch  indignities,  thought  pro- 
per to  retire,  and  leave  them,  to  purfue  their 
deliberations  among  themfelves,  from  which  he 
had  never  expedted  any  advantage,  though  their 
clamours  had  obliged  him  to  call  them  toge- 
ther. The  event  was  v/hat  reafon  muft  eafily 
forefee.  All  was  tumult,  riot,  and  confufion. 
Every  one  fpnke  at  once  ;  and  though  in  the 
main  they  all  intended  the  fame  thing,  which 
was  to  dethrone  their  fovereign,  that  they 
might  adl  their  ravages  with  impunity,  till 
another  could  be  eleSted ;  their  ungoverned 
heat  and  impatience  defeated  their  defign,  and 
made  them  fall  into  the  fnares  of  fome  who 

were 
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were  his  friends,  who  defignedly  raifed  a  quar- 
rel in  which  all  took,  part.j  and  in  their  mad- 
nefs  fell  to  fighting,  they  kney  knew  not  for 
what,  nor  cared  with  whom,  without  a  poffi- 
bility  of  their  being  calmed  to  conclude  upon 
2.ny  thing.  Their  attendants,  whom  they 
brouo-ht  to  awe  their  fovereio-n,  thinkino:  it 
their  duty  to  afTift  their  lords,  joined  in  the 
fray,  which  foon  became  more  horrible  than 
any  pitched  battle,  every  one  murdering  his 
neighbour  without  diftindiion  of  friend  or  foe. 
Nigiit  at  length  feparatcd  the  furvivors,  wlio, 
without  ever  enquiring  what  had  been  the  caufe 
of  the  quarrel,  returned  to  their  refpedlive 
homes,  enflamed  with  the  mod  virulent  ani- 
mofity  againil  each  other,  wh'ch  they  wreak- 
ed with  a  fury  that  aggravated  the  public  cala- 
mities a  thoufand-fold. 

T]>e  confcqucnce  of  this  condant  end  of  thofc 
meetings,  and  which  only  could  induce  the  fove- 
reign  to  fubmit  to  the  hard  expedient  of  per- 
mitting them,  was,  that  it  generally  delivered 
him  from  a  great  part  of  his  enemies,  and  di- 
verting the  rage  of  the  reft  from  him  for  a  time, 
left  him  at  liberty  to  purfue  his  own  meafures, 
with  whatever  friends  he  had  been  able  to  at- 
tach to  him;  for  all  their  power  ended  with 
the  day,  they  having  no  right  to  meet  again 
without  a  new  fummons,  which  fuch  an  event 
gave  him  juft  reafon  to  refufe,  could  they  even- 
be  reconciled  among  themfelves  to  require  it. 

From  this  horrid  fcene  I  went  to  court,  wi'h 

one  of  thofe  who  had  firft  began  the  quarref ; 

,  and  having  flipped  out  of  the  danger,  as  foon 

as  he  had  fet  them  together  by  the  cars,  haf- 

tened,   as  foon  as  all  was  over,  to  give  an  r.c- 

VoL.  II,  I  '  co.;nt 
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count  of  the  event  to  the  minlfter.  The  plea- 
iiire  with  which  the  latter  received  the  fhock* 
ing  detail  was  painful  to  humanity  to  behold. 
me  made  it  be  repeated  to  him  over  and  over, 
that  he  might  not  lofe  the  minuteil:  circum- 
ilance,  and  then  went  with  the  pleafmg  news 
to  his  m after. 

The  moment  he  came  into  his  prefence,  "I 
*'"'  congratulate  your  majefty  (faid  he,  with  an 
*'  air  of  exultation)  on  the  event  of  the  con- 
*'  vention.  It  has  concluded  properly  in  a 
"  general  broil,  in  which  the  greateft  part  of 
^^  your  enemies  have  met  the  fate  they  de- 
■"  ferved." 

High  as  the  triumph  of  the  minlfter  was,  he 
could  not  communicate  his  joy  to  his  mafter. 
*'  It  is  a  melancholy  cafe  (anfwered  the  king, 
^'  with  a  deep-drawn  figh)  that  afovereign,  who 
"  ought  to  be  the  father  of  his  people,  and  ftu- 
*'  dy  only  their  happinefs,  fhould  have  reafon 
"  to  hear  fuch  an  horrid  account  with  plea- 
'^'fure.'^ 

"I  have  often  told  your  majefty,  (replied 
'^'  the  minifter)  that  this  injudicious  tendernefs 
'*''  was  the  ruin  of  your  aiiairs.  Had  you  let 
*'  your  enemy  be  taken  off  in  the  manner  I 
*'  propofed  before  the  war  broke  out,  you 
"  would  have  avoided  all  the  misfortunes 
■*'  which  you  have  experienced  fince.  There 
'**  is  no  -being  any  thing  by  halves.  A  great 
"  man  is  above  the  reftraints  which  bind  the 
*'  prejudices  of  weaker  people.'* 

"Would  to  Heaven  (returned  the  king) 
^'  that  I  had  never  afpired  to  that  wretced  cha- 
**'  rafter.  Allthe  true  happinefs  of  life  was  in  my 
*' pofieiTion,  and  I  was  blefTed  with  a  tafte  to 

**  enjoy 
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*'  enjoy  it ;  but  I  unhappily  miftook  the  part 
"^'  nature  had  defigned  me,  and  afpiringat  what 
"  I  could  not  be,  fell  from  that  which  I 
"  was." 

*'  Why  will  your  majefty  (interrupted  the 
"*'  miniller,  with  an  accent  of  the  molt  engag- 
*'  ing  tendernefs  and  fiibmi/Iive  cxpoftulation) 
'^  torture  y<^urfelf  with  thefe  vain  refle(51ions? 
*'  Every  thing  you  have  done  was  with  the 
**  beft  and  greateft  defigns;  and  if  fortune  has 
*'  hitherto  frowned  upon  your  attcm|>ts,  the 
'*  fault  lies  not  in  you;  norfhouldycu  bedif- 
'*  couraged  by  the  difappointment.  Perfever- 
**  ance  conquers  the  greateft  difficulties;  and 
''  one  lucky  event  may  yet  put  you  in  poflef- 
*'  fion  of  all  your  hopes.  At  any  rate,  it  is 
*'  beneath  you  to  retreat  now.  It  would  argue  a 
■"  dejedion  m.ore  difgraccful  than  a  thoufand 
"  defeats.  Rcfume  yourfpirits  therefore,  and 
""  hope  for  the  beft.  You  have  many  refources 
*'  yet,  before  it  can  be  neceftary  for  you  to 
*'  fubmit  to  the  dishonour  of  receiving  peace 
*'  from  your  infulting  foe;  a  foe  whofe  affairs 
■**  have  been  often  in  a  much  more  defperate 
''  fituation  than  your's,  till  his  refolution  re- 
■''  trieved  them.'' 

"  My  dear  baron!  (anfwercd  the  king, 
"  fomev/hat  encouraged  by  this  fpeech)  I  leave 
''  every  thing  to  you.  I  know  your  attach- 
*'  ment  to  my  intereft;  I  know  your  abilities, 
"  and  confide  in  them.  Do  you  what  you 
"  think  beft  j  and  may  Heaven  grant  you  fuc- 
'*  cefs." 


CHAP. 
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Myjlery  of  favouritifin.     A  remarkahle  wjlavce  of 
the  art  cf  making  the  mojl  of  a  misfortune. 

''"'ff^HERE  v/as  fcmething  in   the  abfolute 

JL  afcendancy  which  this  minifter  evident- 
ly pofl'efled  over  his  fovereign,  fo  contradi6^oiy 
to  the  natural  reafon,  and  fpirited  fenfibility, 
which  marked  the  looks  of  the  latter,  that  my 
cariofity  led  me  to  take  a  view  of  both  their 
L'hara^Lers,  that  1  might  fee  by  what  means  it 
had  been  obtained. 

The  prince  was  defcending  fafl:  into  the  vale 

of  years.     He  looked  dejecSted,  and  melancho- 

]y  had  thrown  over  his  whole  appearance  a  veil 

•of  lilllefsncfs  and  diffidence,  whofe  gloom  ob- 

fcurcd  the  luftre  of  his  virtues. 

Born  to  the  fovcreignty  of  dominions  on 
which  nature  had  'beftowed  |lte  bleffings  with 
:i  bounteous  hand,  the  £rfl  c^|^  of  his  life  had 
been  exerted  to  improve  thefii  oy  every  afTift- 
ance  of  induflry  and  art.  The  fuccefs  exceeded 
his  mofl  fanguine  hopes;  encouraged  by  his 
fmiles  genius  raifed  its  head  in  his  court,  and 
every  finer  art  flouriflied  in  the  funfhine  of  his 
favour. 

So  fliir   a    morning  promifed  the   brighteft 
day  ;   but  ambition  foon  overcaft  its  radiance, 
..and  he  forfeited  thofe  folid  advantages,  to  grafp  ' 
-St  this  crov/n,  more  dazzling  than  his  own  to 
a  fuperficial  view,  but  far  lefs  rich  in  every  real 
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good,  without  being  warned  hy  the  fate  of  hh 
father,  who  had  fliip-wrecked  his  happinefs  on 
the  fame  rock. 

Adorned  with  every  virtue  that  dignifies  hu- 
manity, he  feemed  defigned  by  Heaven  to 
make  his  people  happy;  but  the  excefs  even  of 
thefe  virtues  produced  the  contrary  efFcdl.  He 
had  contraded  an  intimacy  in  his  earHeft  youth, 
when  the  tender  mind  receives  the  itrongeft  imr- 
prefTions,  with  his  prefent  minifter,  who  was 
placed  in  an  honourable  employment  about  his 
perfon  by  the  king  his  fath-^r. 

The  fuperiority  which  a  few  years  ad  vanes 
gives  in  the  beginning  of  life,  generally  im- 
prints a  refpeft  difficult  to  be  got  over  ever  af- 
ter. This  perfon  was  blefied  with  every  quali- 
iication  which  nature  could  beflow,  to  improve 
the  advantages  of  his  fituation  ;  nor  v/anted  ad- 
drefs  and  care  to  exert,  them  in  their  utmoii 
force.  He  foon  attached  the  infant  fondncfs  of 
his  young  mafter  by  every  pleafing  art,  and, 
as  his  reafon|began,  to  expand  itfelf,  attradled 
the  refpe6t  of  that  alio,  by  difplaying  his  own 
fuperiority  in  the  moil  flriking  though  delicate 
light. 

The  talents  and  difpofition  of  the  prince  were 
fuch  as,  in  the  general  fenfe  of  the  world,  de- 
nominated him  rather  good  than  great ;  whereas 
thofe  of  his  favourite,  on  the  contrary,  were  all 
of  the  other  kind,  and  calculated  to  make  a 
noife  and  figure  in  the  higheft  fcenes  of  life. 

In  a  good  mind  friendship  often  arifes  from 
the  fame  caufe  which  would  have  produced  en- 
vy in  one  of  a  different  caft.  The  prince  ad- 
mired the  qualities  which  he  was  confjious  he 
wanted  himfelf;  and  as  they  were  never  often- 
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tatioufiy  fhewn  in  oppofition  to  him,  foon  con^ 
ceived  the  ftrongeft  efteem  for  their  owne% 
and  refolved  to  reap  the  henefit  of  them,  by  at- 
taching him  to  his  intereft.,  The  other,  who 
foon  faw  the  fuccefs  of  his  hopes,  omitted  no- 
thing that  could  poiTibly  iniprove  the  infiuence 
he  had  acquired.  He  ftudied  every  turn  of  his 
temper,  and  read  his  inch  nations  as  foon  as 
they  arofe  ;  fo  that  he  was  able  to  anticipate 
his  very  wifhes. 

But  the  principal  thing  that  eflablifhcd  his^ 
afcendancy  beyond  a  pofiibility  of  being  fup- 
planted,  was  the  perfonal  attachment,  which-, 
he  fhev/ed  upon  every  occafion  for  bis  mafter, 
whofe  pleafure  appeared  to  be  the  only  objcdl:  of 
his  attention  and  regard ;  and  to  which  he  was 
ready  to  facrifice  the  ftrongeft  ties  of  nature. 
Of  this  he  had  had  the  good  fortune  to  give  an. 
early  inftance  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  made  reafon 
and  paflion  equally  join  to  confirm  his  empire 
over  the  prince's  heart. 

He  had  fallen  in  Love  with  a  moft  beautiful' 
and  accomplished  young  lady,  heirefs  to  one  of 
the  richeft  nobles  of  the  kingdom,  and  was  fo 
happy  as  to  have  his  paflion  not  only  returned 
by  her,  but  alfo  approved  of  by  her  father. 

In  the  overflowing  of  his  heart,  on  this  joy- 
ful occafion,  he  defcribed  his  intended  bride  in 
fuch  rapturous  terms  to  the  plince,  that  he  rai- 
fed  his  curiofity  to  fee  her,  v/hen  her  charms, 
made  fuch  an  impreffion  upon  his  heart,  natur- 
ally fufccptible  of  every  warm  fenfation,  that 
he  could  not  refrain  from  gazing  at  her  with. 
an  earneftnefs  too  plain  to  be  mifunderftood, 
though  refpe£t  reftrained  them  from  feeming  to 
take  notice  of  it.     Inattentive  to   the  confe- 

quencq 
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quence  of  fuch  an  indulgence,  the  prince  re- 
peated his  vifits  fo  frequently,  that  the  lovers 
took  the  alarm,  and  {he  feigned  fickncfs,  to 
waive  an  honour  which  began  to  give  them 
pain. 

Themanner  in  which  lie  informed  theprince 
of  her  illnefs  opened  his  eyes  to  the  nature  of 
it.  He  took  the  hint  in  a  proper  li^ht;  and,  as 
he  had  never  had  any  particular  defign  in  vifit— 
ing  her,  found  no  diilkulty  in  refolving  to  go 
no  more.  But  it  was  eafier  to  form  than  kce^^ 
fuch  a  refolution.  Her  beauty  had  taken 
too  ftrong  poUefTion  of  his  heart  to  be  fo  eafi- 
ly  expelled,  and  he  was  actually  in  love,  with- 
out having  fufpecled  any  fuch  thing. 

As  refp'eil  had  made  the  favourite  conceal 
his  fears,  fo  delicacy  kept  the  prince  in  filencc 
alfo.  He  refolved  to  fubduc  his  pajfnon,  how- 
ever difficult  the  attempt ;  nor  would  feem  to 
underftand  a  fufpicion  that  implied  a  doubt  of 
his  generofity.  But  his  behaviour  foon  be- 
trayed the  conflict  In  his  breaft.  He  grew  me- 
lancholy, fought  retirement,  and  particularly 
avoided  the  company  of  his  favourite,  v.hofe 
happinefs,  though  he  would  not  obftrucSl,  he 
could  not  think  of,  without  pain. 

The  other  immediately  perceived  the  criti- 
calnefs  of  his  fituation,  and  was  in  the  higheft. 
diftrefs  how  to  a6t  between  love  and  ambi^ 
tion  ;  for  he  too  plainly  faw  that  0112  muft  be 
facriliced,  to  fecurc  the  other.  While  he  was 
in  this  fufpence,  an  unexpedled  event  decided' 
the  difficulty. 

The  king,  whofe  age  had  not  cooled  his  paf- 
fion,  happened  one  day  to  fpeak  warmly  in 
praife  of  the  young  lady's  beauty;    her  lover, 
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v/ho  v/as  prefent,  v/as  fufficiently  acquainted 
v/ith  his  temper,  to  fee  the  confequence  of  this» 
He  knew  that  he  had  been  all  his  life  a  profef- 
fcd  votary  of  love,  and  had  never  flopped  at  any 
thing,  however  unju{li^lable.  to  gratify  his  de- 
iires.  Convinced,  therefore,  that  he  muft  ine- 
vitably lofe  his  miflrefs,  his  ready  genius  fug- 
gefled  it  to  him  to  difpcfe  of  her  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  Oiould  turn  the  lofs  to  his  advan- 
tage. He  rnfrantly  waited  upon  the  prince, 
and  throwing  himfelf  at  his  fc^t,  with  an  air  of 
the  moil  psffionate  and  refpedful  tendernefs, 
*'  What  (faid  he)  is  the  caufe  of  this  gloom 
"  which  hangs  upon  my  prince's  brow  ?  What 
*'  uneafmcfs  preys  upon  his  heart,  which  he 
*'  canceals  from  his  faithful  and  devoted  fervant  ? 
*-^  Say,  I  conjure  you,  is  there  anyremedy  in  my 
**  power  to  procure  ?  If  my  life,  if  any  thing 
*'  dearer  than  my  life  can  give  you  but  a  mo- 
"  ment's  pleafure,  fpeak,  and  you  fharl  fee  tb^t 
"  I  hold  nothing  in  competition  with  it." 

The  prince  was  fo  ftruck  with  this  unex- 
pected addrefs,  that  he  had  no  power  to  make 
any  anfv/er  ;  but  his  filence  fufficiently  expref- 
fed  what  the  other  wanted.  "  It  is  fo,  (conti- 
•'  nued  he,  embracing  his  knees  in  a  well-feig- 
"  ned  rapture)  my  anxious  heart  divined  aright; 
*'  tli-e  charms  of  Lonifa  have  attraCled  your  re- 
"  gard.  Take  her  ;  and  may  you  both  be  hap- 
*'  py.  I  refign  her  to  a  worthier  lover.  Let 
*'  what  w^ili  be  my  fate,  my  happinefs  fhall  ne- 
''  ver  interfere  with  yours." 

It  is  im.poffible  to  exprefs  what  the  prince 
felt  at  fuch  an  exalted  inftance  of  regaid.  He 
raifed  him  from  the  ground,  and  embracing 
him  tenderly,  ^'-Noj  my  dear  baron  !  (foid  he, 

"as. 
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*'  as  foon  as  he  could  fpeak)  I  cannot,  will 
"  not  put  your  attachment  to  fuch  a  fevere 
'*  trial.  The  very  offer  you  have  made  is  a 
"  pain  to  me  to  hear;  and  I  were  the  moft  un- 
'^  generous  of  men,  fhould  I  take  advantage  of 
"  it." 

Thefewordsj^but  a  few  hours  before,  would 
have  made  the  baron  happy  ;  but  circumf{:ances 
were  altered  now,  and  he  was  refolved  to  com- 
plete the  obligation,  by  appearing  to  beftow 
what  he  could  not  keep.  He  therefore  repeated 
his  offer  fo  ilrongly,  that  he. at  length  fubdued 
all  the  prince's  fcruples,  and  brought  him  to  a 
compliance  which  his  heart  panted  for. 

CHAP.     VI. 

Continued.     A  mirrour  for  the  female  mind.    Fear 
and  refentmeut  trlumphajit  over  love  and  virtue » 

BUT  this  was  much  the  eafieft  part  of  bis 
undertaking.  The  prince's  mclinacions 
ajTifled  his  arguments,  but  his  miftrefs's  were 
on  the  oppofite  fide.  She  really  loved  him, 
and  had  befide  fo  high  a  fenfe  of  honour  and 
virtue,  that  it  feemed  in  vain  to  attempt  per- 
fuading  her  t'*  take  a  ftep  fo  contrary  to  her 
principles,  and  fo  dciiruclive  to  her  paffion. 
But  he  was  not  to  be  difcouraged  by  difficul- 
ties. He  had  conquered  his  own  lovz^  and  his 
opinion  of  female  conftancy  was  not  fo  high  as 
to  make  him  defpair  of  the  fame  fuccefs  v/ith 
her  5  though  he  judged  that  fome  addrefs  might 
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he  neceflary  to  fave  appearances.  He  went  to 
her,  therefore,  directly,  when  he  left  the  prince, 
and  putting  on  an  air  of  the  deepefl:  diftrefs,  on 
her  inquiring  tenderly  what  ailed  him,  buril  in- 
to a  Hood  of  tears,  and  turned  fjcom  her  j  the 
xegret  which  he  really  felt  at  the  thought  of 
iohng  her  affifting  his  defign. 

Struck,  with  fuch  ftrange  behaviour,  (he  ea-- 
gerly  afked  him  what  could  be  the  matter? 
•when,  looking  wifhfully  in  her  face  for  fome 
moments,  "OLouifa!  (faid  he)  muft  1  lofe 
*'  you?  Why  have  I.  not  power  to  fupport  my- 
*'  rightagainft  the  lav.  lefsinvafions  of  tyranny?  " 
"  Good  Heaven  !  (exclaimed  fhe,  terrified 
•*  and  amazed)  What  can  you  mean?  What 
*'  tyrant  invades  your  right?  Or,  who  fhould 
*'  take  me  from  you?" 

**  And  have  you  not  heard  of  it  then?  (faid 
**  he)  Has  not  the  mandate  yet  arrived,  that  is 
"  to  tear  you  for  ever  from  my  arms  ?  Give 
*'  orders  to  be  denied  to  every  one,  even  to  the 
*'  king.  Let  them  fay  you  are  fick,  confined 
*'  to  your  bed  ;  or  any  thing,  to  prevent  your, 
*'  being  feen.  I  muft  leave  you  now;  but  I 
*'  v^rill  return,  privately,  in  half  an  hour,  when 
*'  it  will  be  dark,  and  unfold  the  whole  of  our 

*'  misfortunes  to  you." Saying  this,  he  left 

her  abruptly,  with  all  the  appearance  of  dif- 
traftion  and  defpair. 

The  ailonifhment  and  terror  with  which  this 
ftruck  the  lady,  may  be  eafily  conceived. 
She  inilantly  gave  the  orders  he  defi.ed,  and 
•withdrew  to  her  chamber,  where  fhe  v/aited 
for  his  return,  with  the  moft  anxious  impa- 
tience. At  length  he  came ;  and,  being  admit- 
ted wi'th  every  alarming  circumflance,  of  cau^ 

tion 
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tion  and  fear,  after  fome  mofl  paffionate  excla- 
mations at  the  feverity  of  his  fate,  he  acquaint- 
ed  her  .of  the  king's  having  unhappily  taken  a 
liking  to  her  ;  the  confequence  of  which  was, 
that  he  would  certainly  enjoy  her  either  by  per- 
fualion  or  force. 

The  charader  of  the  king  made  fuch  a  frory 
too  probable,  efpecially  as  a  woman  wants  but 
little  proof  of  the  power  of  her  beauty.  She 
feemed  aftoniflied  at  the  news,  and  exprefied 
the  flrongeft  concern ;  but  vanity  gliflcncd 
through  her  grief,  and  the  many  and  particu- 
lar queftions  which  fhe  alked  betraved  a  levi- 
ty at  leaft,  which  ieflened  her  in  her  lover's 
eyes. 

As  foon  as  flie  had  recovered  herfelf,  hov/- 
cver,  from  the  firft  emotions  of  her  furprize, 
fhe  afked  if  there  was  no  v/ay  of  efcaping  fuch 
a  misfortune?  and  even  propofed  an  immediate 
marriage,  to  prevent  it  3  but  he  replied,  that 
fuch  a  rafh  expedient  would  only  provoke  the 
king's  refentment  to  his  ruin,  withoi;t  being 
any  protedion  to  her,  as  he  had  fhewcd  on 
many  occafions,  that  he  made  light  even  of^ 
that  facred  tie,  vvhen  it  interfered  with  his  plea- 
fiires. . 

When  he  had  let  her  dwell  upon  her  fears ^ 
for  fome  time,    which  he  ftill  heightened  by 
new  circumftances  of  danger,  from  the  capri- 
cious   and   cruel  tem.per   of   the  king,   whofc- 
fatal  eiicds,    the    objeds    he  was    one    mo- 
ment fondeft  of  often  felt  the  next,  the  leafl 
violent  of  v/hich  was  to  be  immured  for  life  in  ; 
a  convent,  he  at  length  anfwered  to   her  re- 
peated intreaties  of  devifmg  fome  way  for  her. 
tQ.  efcape  fuch  a  misfortune,  that  he  knew  but 
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of  one  which  would  prevent  the  king's  deCignt^y 
but  at  the  fame  tim«  would  be  equally  deftruc- 
tive  to  his  own  hopes. 

"-0  name  it !  (faid  fhe  eagerly,  terrified  to 
*'  death  at  the  thought  of  a  convent)  Name  aity 
*'  thing  that  will  fave  nie  from  him;  and  Hea- 
**  ven  will  infpire  us  v/ith  fome  means  for  ac- 
**  quiring  evey  thing  elfe  afterwards." 

"  The  priirce  (anfv/ered  he  with  a  figh)  the 
**^  prince  alone  can  fave  you  from  him." 

"  Why  do  you  hefifcate  then  taapply  to  him  ? 
**•  {  interrupted  fhe  eagerly  )  his  friendfhip,  his 
*'  goodnefs  will  do  any  thing." 

'*  Say  rather  his  love  j  (replied  he)  for  that 
**  alone  can  do  it." 

"  His  love  !  I  underltand  you  not." 

- — -'*  Nothing  but  the  love  of  the  fon  can^, 
'^  fave  you  from  that  of  the  father.    You  mufl 
**  inftantly  refolve,  therefore,    which  you  will; 
^  accept  of..     The    king  waftes   no   time    in. 
**  courtfhip.     He   will   apply  directly  to  your 
*'  father,   and  tempt  his  ambition   with  fome- 
**  gilded  bait;    or,  if  that  fhould  not  prevail,, 
*'  what  fubje(St  can  refill:  a  monarch's  power? 
*-^  The  minifters  of  his  pleafures  may  be  this 
*^  momerit  at  the  gate." 

•^ "  Direcl  me  Heaven  !  Is  there  no  other 

*^  w^ay,  no  other  method  of  avoiding  this  dread- 
"*'  ful  alternative?  Befide,  the  prince —  he  has 
*'  never  declared.  What  (hall  I,  can  I  do  ? 
*/  No  !  I  will  die  firft.  Let  us  this  inftant  fly 
**  this  hated  place.  It  were  bettc;-  to  live  in  a, 
*'  defert,  than  under  fubjecSlion  to  fuch  tyran- 
**  ny." 

"  O  my  Louifa  !    it  were  happinefs  to 

^  live  any  where,  with  you;  but,  alasl  whither 

*'  Cpuld:: 
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^*  could  we  fly  to  efcape  his  power  ?  We  fliould 
^  only  heap  tenfold  ruin  on  our  heads  by  fuch 
*"*  an  attempt.  No!  fince  I  cannot  be  blefled 
"  with  you  myfelf,  let  me  confult  your  happi- 
"  nefs.  The  prince  loves  you,  paffionatcly 
'*  loves  you.  His  eyes,  his  whole  behaviour 
*'  has  long  fmce  declared  it.  He  is  eenerous, 
•■*'  tender,  and  conftant ;  and  with  him  I  ihall 
*'  at  lead  have  the  confolation  of  feeing  you 
*'  happy  :  confider  the  difference  between  being 
"  dragged, away  by  violence  to  the  loath fome 
'*  bed  of  an  old' imperious  tyrant,  .  '  ^^re- 
*'  leafe  to  be  expeiStc  i  from  which  is  to  be 
"  locked  up  for  ever  in  a  convent ;  and  yield- 
"  ing  to  a  young  and  amiable  prince,    whofe 

"  heart  doats  on  you." Then  feeing'  that 

her  rcfolution  began  to  v/aver,  "  1  will  go 
'*  (continued  he)  this  inftant,  and  refign  my 
"  pretcnfions  to  him  ;  and"  make  him  believe 
'*  ihat  I  facrifice  to  his  favour  what  is  the  ef- 
"  fe6t  of  irrefiftible  ncceility  ;  for  he  knows 
"  not  of  his  father's  intentions.  Do  vou,  O 
"  Louifa !  imitate  my  example,  and,  appearing 
"ignorant  of  our  misfortune,  yield  as  if  from 
'^  inclination.  It  will'  enhance  the  favour,.. 
*•'  and  ellablifh  his  love  on  the  folid  balls  of 
'^  efleem.  Til  go  this  inftant  and  fend  him 
*^  to  you..  A  moment's  paufe  for  thought 
'^  would  lead  me  into  madnefs  and  defpair. 
**  Take  care  to  be  denied  by  every-one  but 
'^  him." 

The  fituation  in  which  he  left  her  is  hard 
to  hz  defcrlbed.  Her  love  for  the  baron,  her 
principles  of  honour  and  virtue,  all  refifted  the 
complying  wi.h  the  prince  ;  but,  on  the  oppo- 
iite  .hand,  there  was  no  other  way  of  efcaping 

from 
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from  his  father ;  and  the  baron's  making  the 
propofal  raifed  a  refentment  that  almoft'^bal- 
lanced  her  paffion  for  him  j  for  fhe  would  have 
had  him  meet  ruin  rather  than  think  of  paitino-. 
with  her.  -  ^ 

In  this  diftrefs,  fhe  formed  a  thoufand  dif- 
ferent refolutions ;  but  was  ftill  unrefolved  till 
the  arrival  of  the  prince  decided  the  conflict  • 
when  the  reluctance  v/ith  which  fhe  yielded 
confirmed  him  in  the  opinion  of  her  love  for 
the  baron,  and  confequently  of  the  greatnefs  of 
the  facrifice  he  had  made  to  him^  to  prevent 
the  leflenlng  the  merit  of  which,  by  a  difco- 
veryof  the  motive,  the  latter  took  care  to  make 
the  prince's  amour  immediately  public ;  which 
prevented  the  king's  taking  any  farther  notice 
of  her. 

This  affair,  which  in  the  beginning  threats- 
ened  to  ruin  the  baron  in  the  prince's  favour 
by  this  prudent  management  fecured  it  to  him 
for  ever.     He  thought  it  impofilble  that  a  man 
who  had  made  fuch  a  facriiice  to  him,  ihould 
not  be  as  faithful  to  his  intereft  in  every  in-  - 
fiance  ;  and  the  king,  his  father,  foon  after  dy-  - 
ing,  he  religned  the  reins  of  goverrmient  abr 
folutely  into  his  hands. 


chap;. 
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Myftery  of  favour  itifm  concluded.      The   neccjfary 
efft^s  of  ridicule.       Minijhrial  ufe    of  unli- 
rnitcd  power ;    ivith  the  natural  confcquence  ef 
ill-placed  confidence, 

THE  firft  ufe  which  the  new  minifter 
made  of  his  power  was,  to  travcrfe  the 
mcafuies,  and  remove  all  the  minifters  of  the 
late  king.  To  reconcile  his  mafler  to  a  flep 
fo  contrary  to  the  natural  mildnefs  and  bene 

^  volence  of  his  temper,  he  had  long  taken  every 
occafion  to  decry  the  underftanding  of  the  late 
king,  and  turn  all  his  ways  into  ridicule. 
Every  man  has  peculiarities  which  will  not  bear 
to  be  fhev/n  feparatcly,  and  in  an  unfavourable 
light.  Not  confidering  that  he  was  guilty  of 
many,  equally  inconfillent,  and  reprehenfiblc, 
the  young  king  had  infenfibly  accuilomed  him- 
felf  to  nnd  fault  with,  and  deriile  the  oddities 

N  and  foibles  of  his  father,  which  his  favourite 
was  never  weary  of  difplaying  in  the  muft  lu- 
dicrous light. 

The  iling  of  ridicule  is  always  poifoned. 
Though  the  wound  it  niarks  is  at  firft  fo  Hight 
as  even  to  be  over-looked,  the  deadly  venom 
foon  fpreads  through  the  whole  body,  and  in- 
fe6ls  the  moft  diftant  parts.  From  laughing  at 
the  late  king's  foibles,  the  tranfition  was  ^-Sy 
to  hold  his  moft  ferious  nieaiures  in  contempt. 
He  that  was  a  fool  in  Oi-e  thing,  could  not 
be  wife  in  any  \   nor  vrerc  the  fervanti;,  who 

could 
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could  proftitute  themfelves  fo  far  as  to  mi*- 
nifler  to  his  folly,  worthy  of  truft  from  a  wifer 
mafter. 

The  court  immediately  afTumed  a  new  ap- 
pearance. Every  office  of  honour  and  profit  vv^is 
filled  with  the  minifter's  creatures  ;  while  the 
king,  who  faw  only  with  his  favourite's  eyes, 
looked  fo  coldly  on  all  who  difdained  to  enter 
themfelves  into  that  ignominious  lift,  that  they 
forebore  coming  into  his  prefence,  where  they 
were  fure  of  being  infulted  by  thofe  whom  but 
a  little  before  they  would  have  fcorned  even  to 
fpeak  to;  and  left  him  invironed With  a  mer- 
cenary band,  joined  by  their  common  intereft 
in  a  confederacy,  to  keep  honour,  truth,  and 
juftice  at  a  diftance  from  the  throne. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  minifter  was  not  at  a 
lofs  how  to  maintain  the  influence  he  had  ac- 
quired. He  flattered  the  king's  tafte  for  plea- 
lure  and  magnificence,  and  diverted  his  atten- 
tion from  everything  that  looked  like  bufinefs; 
embarraffing  with  innumerable  difficulties  every 
motion  which  he  did  not  immediately  fuggelt 
himfelf ;  while  he  contrived,  fo,  as  that  all  his 
cwn  fchemes  met  the  readieft  fuccefs. 

The  importance  which  this  management  gave 
him,  with  a  prince  naturally  indolent  and  vo-  . 
Saptuous,  is  obvious.  Sure  to  be  gratified  in 
every  thing  he  liked,  he  thought  himfelf  happy 
in  having  one  upon  whom  he  could  fo  entirely 
depend,  to  eafe  him  of  the  cares  and  fatigues 
of  government.  Not  that  his  miniller  prefumed 
to  obtrude  his  opinions  directly,  or.feem  to 
dictate  to  his  mafter;  on  the  contrary,  he.in- 
fmuated  his  fentiments  with  fuch  delicacy  and  . 
addrefs,   that  the  king  miitook  them  for  his  , 

owi.v.^ 
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®wn,  and  imagined  he  governed  the  man  who 
directed  his  very  thoughts. 

But  this  happineis  was  far  from  being  folid. 
The  affeiiions  of  the  nobles,  who  were  the 
real  ornaments  and  fupport  of  the  throne,  v/ere 
alienated  from  their  fovereign,  by  a  partiality 
equally  injudicious  and  difgraceful ;  and  the 
people,  who  fiiw  the  taxes  under  which  they 
groaned,  and  which  were  more  than  they  were 
able  to  bear,  lavifhed  upon  an  infolentiavo'.iritc 
and  his  greedy  followers,  fwclled  with  difcon- 
tent  and  indignation,  which  threatened  to  burft 
in  a  ftorm  that  (hould  jQiake  the  throne;  while 
the  minifter,  as  if  he  v/as  impatient  for  his  fate, 
lived  in  a  magnificence  that  exceeded  even  thsJ: 
of  his  fovereign,  and  was  an  infult  to  their  mir 
fery. 

Nor  did  he  flop  here.  Scorning  to  have  the 
effeds  of  his  power  confined  within  his  mafter's 
dominions,  he  madly  involved  himfelf  in  the 
intrigues  of  the  neighbouring  princes,  and  en- 
tered unprepared  into  a  war  in  which  he  had 
no  concern.  The  confequcnce  was  what  rea- 
fon  mio;ht  have  forefeen.  His  fovereigjn  was 
driven  from  his  capital,  his  country  was  laid 
wafle,  his  cities  plundered;  his  palaces,  on 
which  he  had  expended  fo  much  care  and  coft, 
fpoiled  of  all  their  magnificence  and  riches, 
and  his  fubje^ls  compelled  to  ferve  in  the  ar- 
mies of  his  enemies  ;  and,  to  compleat  his  m.if- 
fortunes,  his  reception  from  thofe  to  whom  he 
fled  for  refuo;e,  cold  and  infolent  to  fuch  a  de^ 
gree  as  gave  him  too  jull:  reafon  to  apprehend 
their  proceeding  to  actual  rebellion,  and  tear-r 
ino;  the  crown  from  his  head.  Yet  amid  all 
dm  ruin,  though  evidently  the  confequence  of 
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his  favourite's  counfels,  the  latter  ftill  preierveci 
his  afcendency  by  the  fame  flattery  which  iirft 
acquired  it,  and  made  him  perfifi  in  his  wild 
fchemes,  chufmg  that  he  fhould  plunge  into 
the  gulph  to  the  brink  of  which  he  had  brought 
him,  rather  than  enter  into  meafures  of  accom- 
modation, in  the  courfe  of  which  his  eyesmi*ht 
be  opened,  and  his  indignation  raifed  to  deliver 
himfelf  from  fuch  a  frate  of  llavery,  and  take 
the  reins  of  government  out  of  fuch  unworthy 
hands. 

"  Unhappy  is  the  people  (faid  I  to  myfelf,. 
*'  (hocked  at  fo  grofs  an  infatuation)   whofe 
"  king  is  governed  by  a  favourite  !   Unhappy 
*'  is  the  king  who  lets  another  ftand  between 
*'  him  and  his  people  ;    who  fees  not  with  his., 
'*  own  eyes,  nor  is  able  to  redrefs  their  griev- 
"  ances,  and  reward  their  merits  from  his  owri: 
**- experience  ;   but,  befieged  by  a  fet  of  fyco- 
*'  phants  whofe  aim  is  to  deceive  him,  is  kept 
*'  in  a  {late  of  darknefs  and  delufion,  till  he  is . 
*'  awoke  from  his  dream  of  happinefs  by  the 
*'  ftroke  of  ruin." 

I  was  diverted  from  thefe  refle6lions  by  the. 
entrance  of  the  minifter  to  his  fovereign.    "  I 
*'  congratulate  your  majefuy  { faid  he,  with  an> 
*'  air  of  exultation)  on  the  moft  fortunate  event 
•^  that   could  have  happened.      The  king  of 
*-'  Spain  has  at  length  declared   for  our  alliesc 
"  The  wealth  and  power  of  that  rnighty.king- 
''  dom  will  overwhelm  thofe  haughty  Ifiand^s,, 
"  and  oblige  them  to  withhold  the  affiftance 
^'  whch  has  hitherto  fupported  the  enemy ;  fo 
"  that  you  are  now  delivered    from  the  dif- 
^'  graceful  necefiity  of  accepting  terms  from, 
^^him," 
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**  Is  it  poflible  (anfwered  the  king)  that  he 
*'  can  have  been  preyailed  upon  to  break  a 
''  neutrality  which  has  l>een  To  advantageous 
"  to  him  ?  Who  has  been  able  to  make  him 
"  take  fach  a  ftep  ?  Or  v,'hat  motives  can  have 
"  urged  him  to  intrude  hlmfelf,  as  I  may  fay, 
"  into  a  war  in  which  he  may  lofe  much,  and 
'■'  can  gain  nothing?" 

"  The  motives,  replied  the  miniiler,  "which 
'*  fhould  influence  every  Ibvereign.  A  gene- 
*■'  rous  indignation  to  fee  the  different  branches 
''  of  his  own  family  opprefTcd  ;  and  a  prudent 
"  care  to  flop  the  p'ogrefs  of  their  enemies  in 
"  time,  before  their  power  fiiould  become  fo 
*'  gre  It  as  to  be  dangerous  to  all  their  neigh- 
"  hours.  All  will  go  now  as  wewifh.  Your 
"  majefl:y*s  enemies  will  be  humbled  in  the 
"  duft ;  and  you  will  return  to  your  capital  hi 
"  triumph,  ftrengthened  by  your  victorious  al- 
"  lies,  to  fubdue  this  rebellious  kingdom  alfo, 
*'  and  make  it  hereditary  in  your  family.  Will 
*'  your  majefty  honour  me  with  your  prefencQ 
*'  this  evening,  at  an  -entertainment  which  I 
*'  defign  on  this  happy  occafion.  I  have  fome- 
*'  thing  to  fliew  you  that  will  give  you  plea- 
"  fure.  T  he  painter  and  ftatuary  whom  I  fent 
"  to  Italy  are  returned,  and  have  brought  fome 
*'  of  the  moil  curious  and  valuable  remains  of 
"  antiquity  in  their  fevcral  arts.  There  is  one 
^'  in  particular  m.ofi:  rem*arkably  fine.  It  Is  a 
"  flatue  of  good  fortune^  dedicated  by  li'Iarius  o\\ 
"  his  lail  triumphant  return  to  Rome,  from 
"  whence  he  had  been  driven  by  his  enemies. 
"  I  was  juft  looking  at  it  when  this  account 
"  from  Spain  arrived,  and  own  that  I  was  af- 
'*  fedtcd  with  fo  linking  a  circumrtance.*^ 
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"  I  wHh  It  may  prove  an  happy  omen  ;  fan- 
*'  fwered  the  king,  ibmewhat  elated  at  the  news, 
*'  and  ilill  more  pleafed  with  the  account  of  the 
"  arrival  of  the  painter  andftatuary)  but  we  rauft 
''  hope  the  beft.  What  is  it  o'clock  ?  Til  go 
"  diredly.  I  have  a  mind  to  fee  your  new 
"  acquifition,  and  afK  thofe  people  fome  quef- 
**tions  about  Herculanewny 

Such  an  infatuation  was  too  grofs.    J  could 
hear  it  no   longer ;    but  turned  away,   fick  at. 
heart,  from  the  mortifying  fight. 

C  HAP.     VIIL 

^he  fce?2e  changed.  A  national  charaSler.  AiiO" . 
ther  great  man.  Curious  accoiirt  of  an  inn^. 
with  an  etitertainramt  of  political  ■puff's » 

THE  motives  which  the  mxinifter  had  al- 
ledged  for  the  king  of  Spain's  entering 
into  the  war,  wore  fuch  an  appearance  ofplau- 
fibility,  that  I  refolved'  to  \ifit  his  court,  that  I 
might  fee  if  ail  his  n^.eafures  were  condu6led 
"with  equal  prudence  and  fpirit. 

I  had  {^^n  enough  of  the  country  in  which 
I  was,  to  fatisfy  my  curiofity  ;  nor  did  I  defire 
to  travel  again  through  the  fcenes  of  military 
glory,  exhibited  by  thofe  around  it.  I  there- 
fore wijhed  myfelf  directly  into  Spain,  but  at 
more  diftance  from,  the  court,  that  I  might 
^lave  an  opportunity  of  obferving  the  manners^ 
of  the  people,  which,  I  apprehended,  feldom 
3f>pear  in  their  genuine  colours  there. 

The 
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The  flrft  thing  that  {Iruck  me,  on  my  arri- 
val, was  the  poverty  in  which  the  middle  and 
lower  ranks  of  the  people  lived.  The  red 
wants  of  nature  are  very  few ;  but  the  convc- 
niencies  which  human  ingenuity  has  difcoyered 
to  make  life  more  agreeable,  (  I  fpeak  not  of 
the  vitiated  cravings  of  luxury)  and  which 
cuftom  has  made  almoft  indifpenfible,  compre- 
hend a  wider  circle.  Of  thefe  they  were  in  a 
manner  as  utterly  deflitute,  as  if  they  were 
incapable  of  the  arts  which  could  procure 
them. 

The  compaffion,  which  fuch  a  flate  of 
wretchcdiiefs  muft  naturilly  raife,  was  foon 
turned  into  contempt,  when  it  appeared  to 
proceed  wholly  from  thcmfelvcs.  1  he  face  of 
the  country  fliewed  that  nature  had  mofl  am- 
ply done  her  part  to  make  the  inhabitants  hap- 
pv  ;  but  every  afliftance  of  their  ovv'n  was  want- 
ing :  and  after  a  long  and  profound  peace,  the 
defe(5i:s  of  idlcnefs  equalled  the  ravages  of  war 
in  other  countries.  The  lands  were  unculti- 
tivated,  the  cities  in  ruins,  and  the  people 
wretched.  Yet,  amid  all  this,  a  pride  pecu- 
liar to  themfeives  appeared  in  every  word  and 
adion,  that  made  their  mlfery  ridiculous  ;  but 
then  at  the  fame  time  it  alfo  enabled  them  to 
bear  it,  by  diverting  their  attention  from  their 
dillrclies  to  their  imaginary  importance.  They 
looked  upon  themfeives  as  fupcrior  to  the  reft 
of  mankind  ;  and  in  confequence  of  this  opi- 
nion fubmitted  without  repining;  to  the  fevereft 
wants,  rather  than  debafe  theiT  dignity  by  the 
■exercife  of  any  induftry  or  art. 

.   While 
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While  I  was  making  thefe  remar4cs,  I  hap* 
pened  to  tak6  notice  of  two  men,  from  whofe 
converfatlon  I  learned  that  they  were  going  to 
court.  They  were  Frenchmen,  and  by  their 
equipage  and  drefs  appeared  to  be  perlbns  of 
diil:in6tion ;  but  1  dire6lly  faw  through  their 
difguiie,  that  they  were  eccleriaiiics  of  the  or- 
der of  the  Jefuits,  who  concealed  their  charac- 
ter for  a  fpeciai  purpofe.  My  opinion  of  thofe 
religious  made  me  attach  myielf  to  them  with- 
out hefitation,  as  the  bell:  guides  I  could  pof- 
iibly  have. 

When  I  joined  them,  they  were  entering 
the  yard  of  an  inn  to  which  they  had  been  di^ 
rented  as  the  befl  in  the  town.  At  the  door 
of  it  fat  a  man  who  appeared  to  be  in  the  vi- 
gour of  life,  healthy,  flrong,  and  formed  for 
any  kind  of  exercife  or  labour.  Though  the 
day  was  uncommonly  hot,  he  was  wrapped 
clofe  in  his  cloak,  with  one  leg  thrown  care- 
lefsly  over  the  other  knee,  and  his  elbow  reft- 
ed  on  a  heap  of  flones,  which  feemed  to  have 
been  piled  up  as  a  buttrefs,  to  fupport  the  wali 
of  the  houfe,  while  he  lolled  back,  loft  in  the 
contemplation  of  his  own  confequence. 

As  the  travellers  advanced  to  the  door,  one 
of  their  fervants  called  aloud.  The  Don, 
without  deigning  to  move  a  limb,  or  difcom- 
pofc  the  gravity  of  a  fingle  feature,  having  eyed 
him  for  fome  time,  vouchfafed  to  afk  him  what 
he  wanted.  "  We  v/ant  (anfwered  the  elder 
"  of  the  two  gentlemen)  fome  body  to  take 
*'  our  horfes,  and  {hew  us  into  the  houfe." 

^'  Yonder  istheftable  (repHed  the  Spaniard, 
^*  pointing  to  an  hovel  half  of  which  was  tum- 

"  bled 
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^'  bled  down  and  the  reft  ready  to  follow,)  you 
*'  may  put  your  horfes  there,  and  by  that  time 
■''''  the  people  of  the  houfe  may  be  at  Icifure  to 
"  come  to  you." 

"  At  ieifure  !  (returned  the  gentleman  im- 
"  patiently)  is  not  this  an  inn  ?''  Then  calling 
''  again,  an  old  woman  half  naked  came  out, 
•^^  and  going  to  take  his  horfe  ;  "  What,  woman, 
*'  (continued  he,  vexed  at  being  kept  broiling 
*'  fo  long  in  the  heat)  is  there  no  other  fervant 
"  befide  you  ?  Where  is  the  mafter  of  the 
'^  houfe  ?"■ 

"Here  I  am  (anfwered  the  Don,  rifmg  de- 
^'  liberately  and  adjufting  his  whifkers)  what 
*'  is  your  bufmefs  with  me  ?  I  fuppofe  you  do 
**  not  expecSlthatI  fhould  wait  upon  you  ?" 
"By  no  means,  fn*,  (faid  the  other,  who 
did  not  delire  any  altercation  with  fuch  an 
adverfary;)  I  only  want  to  have  fome  of 
*^  your  fervants  called." 

"  It  is  very  well;  (anfwered  theHoft)  the 
^'  woman  will  put  your  horfes  in  the  ftable  -y  and 
■*'  you  may  followme  into  the  houfe." 

The  travellers,  who  dircdlly  faw  into  their 
hoft's  characler,  thought  proper  to  accept  his 
polite  invitation  ;  and  attended  him  into  a  room, 
the  furniture  of  which  confifted  of  two  or  three 
broken  ftools  and  an  old  table  ;  but  the  very 
wretchednefs  of  it  proved  at  this  time  a  con- 
venience ;  the  cracks  in  the  walls  dravi'ing  an 
air  on  every  fide,  that  was  the  beft  refrefhment 
they  feemed  likely  to  find  in  fuch  a  place. 

When    they    were    feated,    the    gentlemen 

turned  to  their  hoft,  who  had  not  waited  for  an 

•in\'itation  to  fit  down  with    them,  and  afked 

.him  what  they  could  have  for  dinner.     "  Sir, 

5  *'  anfwered 


cc 
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'^  (anfwered  the  other)  the  houfe  is  plentifully 
"  provided  with  every  thing,  as  my  wife  will 
'^'  infonn  you  v/hen  (he  comes  ;  I  mind  not 
''  thefe  matters."  Then  ftroaking  down  his 
whifkers,  with  great  folemnity,  *'  Pray,  gen- 
"  tlernen  (continued  he)  what  news  is  there  ?  I 
"  hear  the  wrath  of  the  king  is  kindled  againft 
''  the  Englifh  ;  and  that  he  is  determined  to 
''  extirpate  their  whole  nation  :  It  is  a  glori- 
ous refolution, -and  worthy  of  his  power  and 
magnanimity.  I  only  wonder,  why  he  has 
"  fufFered  them  upon  the  earth  fo  long." 

As  he  faid  this,  the  miftrefs  of  the  houfe 
entered  ;  and  after  the  cullomary  cant  of  being 
exhaufted  by  an  extraordinary  run  of  company 
of  late,  confefled  that  all  her  houfe  afforded 
was  fome  bacon  and  eggs.  ''  For,  (faid  Hie) 
"  this'  unlucky  war  has  ruined  us  all.  V/e 
"  ufed  to  have  fifh  fit  to  entertain  an  Abbct, 
"  and  flour  that  made  bread  white  enough  for 
''  the  king's  table  ;  but  now  we  have  nothing 
''  at  all.  They  pretend  indeed  to  comfort  us, 
"  with  leave  from  the  pope  to  cat  flefh  ;  but 
''  they  do  not  tell  us  where  we  {hall  get 
''  it.  I  wifh  thofe  who  advifed  his  majefly 
**  to  this  war,  may  be  the  firll  who  periili  in 
''  it." 

"  Silence,  woman,  and  mind  your  own  af- 
"  fairs !  (interrupted  the  hufband,  with  a  tone 
''  of  authority)  how  fliouid  you  know  any 
*'  thing  of  peace  or  war  ?  Leave  thofe  mat- 
*'  ters  to  us,  who  underfland  them." 

His  wife  obeyed  the  fovereign  mandate  with- 
out reply,  and  retired  ;  when  he,  fwelling  with 
double    importance    from    fuch    a     triumph^ 
**  When  we  have  fubdued  thefe  Engliili  (con- 
tinued 


THE    REVERIE.         193 

..t;iu:cd  he,  addreiTing  hiirlelf  to  his  guefc)  "wc 
*•  fnall  be  better  luppHed  with  thole  things^ 
•"^  and  many  others  than  ever.  They  will  be 
*'  obliged  to  bring  thcni  to  us  as  tribute,  not 
*'  for  iale  ;  and  to  perform  for  us  all  the  fervilc 
'■'offices  of  trade,  which  it  would  be  a  diflic- 
*'  nour  to  a  Spaniard  to  delile  his  hands  with, 
"  Our  flaves  in  America  work  better  than 
*•'•  when  they  had  their  liberty.  Bciide,  the7 
^'  are  heretics  ;  and  it  is  a  fm,  as  well  as  a  dii- 
'•■  grace,  to  be  at  peace  with  fuch.  Our  cu- 
*'  rate  preached  us  an  excellent  fermon  to  this 
*^  cftect,  laft  Sunday;  when,  among  other 
"  things,  he  told  us,  that  all  the  catholic 
**^  powers  had  at  length  agreed  to  join  and  root 
*'  them  out.  It  is  a  glorious  and  a  pious 
*•'  undertaking.  Since  the  holy  wars  there  has 
"  been  nothing  like  it." 

As  their  fumptuous  fare  required  not  much 
time  for  preparation,  the  entrance  of  it  inter- 
rupted this  magnanimous  politician  here,  at 
which  he  feemeJ  not  better  pleafed  than  the 
travellers  were  with  their  entertainment. 

While  they  were  refrefhing  themfelves  as 
well  as  they  could,  I  took  the  opportunity  of 
going  to  fee  the  town,  the  inhabitants  of  which 
I  found  moil  cxa^lly  charatSterized  by  the  inn- 
keeper and  his  wife  ;  all  thofe  who  applied  to 
any  kind  of  indultry  repining,  like  her,  at  the 
w^ar  ;  and  the  drones  of  fociety,  who  fiarve  in 
idlenefs,  vapouring  with  him  of  conqueft  and 
^lory. 


Vol.  If,  'K  CUAP. 


194        T  HE     R  E  V  E  R  I  E. 


•/tSr  -tTt  tKr  TTf  -cSr  tair  tar  ^r  tiJT  -^-r  "^5*  aJt'  tSr  -cif<r  tSr  -X-^  -rSr  titr  tJa^ 

cip  rcTJ  rQ2  a^  n[j  Q3  gp  01.  go  ^j2  <2!2  lii  ££^  Ga  GO  IIL}  1^  ££' ^ 


C  H  A  P.     IX. 

JVheels  ivithin  wheels.     Certain  great  tranjaP.iom 
■  deduced  from  unfuft'CBed  canoes-,    u-itb  the  ad- 
vardage  of  having  tivo  Jhihgi  to  a  Iqvj. 

/%.   S  foon  as  the  heat  oF  tlic  day  v/as  abated, 

j[~\  the   travellers  'continued    their  journey., 

when  the  elder  addrefling  himrclf  to  his  ccin- 

panion,  '^  You  feemed  furprifed    (faid    he)  at 

*  the  odd  compofition  of  our  hoft;  but  a  little 

'  acquaintance  with  thefe  people  v/iJI  make  it 

'  familiar  to  you.     Pride  and  [■ov£rLy  are  the 

'  characteriftics  of  this  nation,  net  only  in  his 

'  low  fphcre,    but  alfo  in  the  very  policy  and 

'  government  of  it,  in  v^hich  they  maintain  a 

'  iiruggle  that  makes  them  jufily  held  in  con- 

'  tempt  by  the  reft  of. the  v.orld." 

''  If  that  is  the  cafe,  (anfwered  the  other)  I 
"^  am  the  lefs  furprifed  at  their  entering  thus 
'  madly  into  a  war,  for  which  they  xippear  to 
'  be  (o  ill-prcvidcd  ;  though,  I  own,  the  cau- 
'  tion  with  which  they  avoided  it  fo  long  gave 
'  me  a  better  opinion  of  them  ;  and  I  ihould 
'  be  2;! ad  to  know  what  miotives  induced  them 
'  to  alter  a  condu6l  which  they  feemed  to  un- 
'  derfland  the  advantages  of  fo  well." 

*'  Th:.'  meaiures  by  which  moft  of  the  na- 
'  tions  in  the  world  are  governed  (replied  the 
'  formier)  are  fo  inconfiftent  not  only  with  rea- 
'  fon  and  juftice,  but  even  withthemfelvcs, 
'  each  day  producing  a  new  fyftem  contradic- 
*'  tory  to  the  laft,  that  you  mufl  not  ejiped  a 

''  fatis- 
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**^  fatibra6lory  account  of  them.  As  an  Inflancc 
"  of  this,  the  motives  of  the  Spaniards  for  en- 
"  tering  into  this  war  are  hidden,  even  fi-oni 
"  the  [;erfons  who  think  they  are  the  authors 
"  of  it  ;  and  who,  unknown  to  themielves, 
"  are  ferving  a  caufc  which  they  had  rather 
"  ruin. 

"  It  may  be  necefTary  to  explain  this  to  you. 
*'  The  jeiloufy  which  the  p3\vcr  of  our  order. 
*'  has  for  feme  time  raifed  in  the  very  courts 
"  whofe  favour  principally  exahed  it  to  that 
*'  power,  has  at  length  burft  upon  us  in  a 
"  ftorm,  not  to  be  rcfifted  in  Portugal,  and 
"  threatened  not  much  lefs  in  France.  To 
*'  avert  this  misfortune  required  thcutmoft  ad- 
*'  drefs.  Our  influence  in  Spain,  though  ra- 
*'  ther  in  decline,  is  iiill  conliderable.  This 
*'^  we  obliquely  propofed  to  the  French  mini- 
"  ftry,  to  exert  in  their  behalf,  to  bring  the 
"•  Spaniards  to  alfill"  them  in  a  war  under  which 
"  they  were  ready  to  fmk,  on  condition  of  their 
"  protecting  us  from  any  farther  difturbance  in 
"  Frar.cc;  which  they  accordingly  have  pro- 
"  mifed. 

"  The  lurei,  which  v/e  held  up  to  the  Spa- 
"  niards,  to  draw  them  into  a  meafure  focon- 
'•^  trary  to  their  intereft,  was  the  crown  of  Por- 
•  "^  tugal.  We  know,  by  experience,  that  it 
"  v/as  not  pofiible  to  make  the  court  of  Lifbon 
"  break  with  the  Engl  i(h.  We  therefore  firfl 
"  inflamed  the  ambition  of  the  Spaniih  mini- 
"  llry,  by  blazoning  their  king's  claim  to  the 
"  Portuguefe  throne  in  the  (Irohgefl- colours  ; 
"  and  perfuading  them  that  this  was  the  pro- 
■*'  per  opportunity  for  aflerting  it,  when  the 
*'  heans  of  the  people  were  alienated  from  their 

K  2  ''  io. 
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'"  fovereign  by  the  dlfafters  of  his  reign,  and 
*''  the  Englifti  fo  taken  up  with  the  wars  in 
"  which  they  were  already  engaged,  that  they 
*•'  could  afford  him  no  protediion,  though  he 
'•'^  was  {o  bigotted  to  their  alliance,  that  he 
'*  would  certainly  give  a  colourable  pretence 
*'  for  attacking  him,  by  refufmg  to  enter  into 
*•'  the  confederacy  againft  them.  Our  fcheme 
**^  was  fuccefiifuL  The  Spaniards,  without 
'-'•  confidering  farther,  broke  with  the  Englifli, 
*•'  and  we  obtained  the  prote6lion,  for  a  time 
*•'  at  leaft,  which  we  defired  in  France. 

^^  But  this  was  not  our  only  motive  for  urg- 
''  ing  this  court  to  take  thefe  meafures.  The 
*'  wound  we  have  received  from  Portugal  is 
*'  not  to  be  forgiven,  nor  to  be  healed  but  by 
*'  the  ruin  of  that  monarchy.  If  the  Spaniards 
"  ihould  be  able  to  eftabliili  the  claim  which 
^'  we  have  fpirited  them  up  to  affert,  our  re- 
*^  venge  will  be  amply  gratified  ;  though  could 
•<•*  we  even  forefee  the  contrary,  that  v/ould  make 
*'  no  alteration  in  our  meafures.  The  war  it- 
"  fclf,  be  the  event  what  it  will,  muft  in  fome 
*'  degree  wreak  our  vengeance,  and  be  of  far- 
*'  ther  fervice  to  us,  by  diverting  to  other  ob- 
''  jecl:s  an  attention  that  boded  unfavourably 
*'  to  our  hopes. 

t<  Weighty  as  thefe  reafons  were,  we  had 
*'  others  ftill  of  greater  importance,  which  we 
*'  purfued  with  a  policy  fo  deep  as  to  defy  de- 
*'  te6tion.  You  know  that  the  great  objedl  of 
*'  our  attention  has  long  been  to  eftablifh  an 
*'  independency  in  fome  part  of  the  world. 
*'  A  thorough  knowledge  of  the  prefent  cir- 
'*  cumftances  of  Europe  convinced  us,  that  we 
**  duil  not  think  of  fuch  a  thing  there.    "We 

"  there- 
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*'  therefore  naturally  turned  cur  eyes  to  Ame- 
"  rica,  where  the  weaknefs  of  the  pofTeflinfr 
"  powers  was  a  temptation  as  ftroncr  as  the 
"  riches  and  fertility  of  their  podeflions.  B/ 
"  both  thefe  the  dominions  of  Portu2;al  were 
'*  from  the  beginning  marked  out  for  our  .;; 
"  tempt;  to  give  fuccefs  to  which  we  have, 
"  for  near  half  a  century,  been  labourinp-  to 
"make  that  crown  break  with  England.  In 
*'  that  cafe,  we  fliould  have  immediately  join  • 
"  ed  with  the  latter,  and,  by  giving  them  a 
"  Ihare  of  the  fpoil,  gained  the  airillance  of 
"  their  naval  force,  to  execute  our  defign?. 
"  But  the  Portugucfe  were  too  warv,  and  for 
"  once  underftood  their  own  interelh  too  well 
"  to  go  fo  fiir,  though  we  abfolutely  led  them, 
"  in  many  inftanccs,  to  aft  in  fuch  a  manner 
''to  the  Englifn,  as  w'ould  have  drawn  the 
"  refentment  of  a  people  lefs  prudent  upon 
*'  them. 

"  Being  difappointed  in  this  our  firfl;  fcheme, 
*'  all  that  remained  for  us  to  do  was,  to  make 
''  the  like  attempt  upon  the  Spaniards,  againft 
"  whom  we  intended  to  turn  the  fame  wca- 
''  pons  at  a  proper  time ;  and  doubt  not  but, 
*'  by  the  help  of  the  Englidi,  we  fliall  be  able 
"  to  accomplifh  our  defign  of  eredling  an  em- 
*'  pire  in  fome  part  of  their  American  domi-" 
**  nions,  while  they  are  purfuing  the  chimeri- 
"  cal  claim  we  have  fet  them  upon  here,  and 
"  wreaking  our  revenge  upon  Portugal.  As 
''  to  the  equity  of  thefe  meafures,  that  never 
"  comes  into  queflion  till  after  the  event.  If 
*'  they  are  fuccefsful,  no  one  will  deny  it ;  if 
"  not,  they  will  be  condemned,  though  dic- 
''  tated  by  the  voice  of  Heaven,     Thus  you  fee 
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**  that,  at  any  rate,  the  war  muft  anfwer  fonie 
*•  of  cur  purpoics,  at  the   iame   time  that  w  e- 
•"  do  not  appear  to  be  in  the  leaft  concerned^ 
"  in  it." 

"  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  this  ac- 
*'  count,  (faid  the  younger)  which  {uffic'iently 
*'  c:xpkins  the  motives  of  your  engaging  fo- 
^^  warmly  in  m.atters  apparently  fo  little  inte- 
'*  refting  to  you.  I  Ihould  be  glad  alfo  to  know 
"  by  what  arguments  you  can  have  perfuaded 
"  the  court  of  Spain  into  meafures  evidently  fo 
"^  contrary  to  their  intereft.  The  voice  of  the- 
''  people,  who  fcldoni  judge  wrong,  is  loud' 
*^'  ac-ainll  the  war." 

''  Gold,  my  friend  I  (anfwcred  the  other) 
Gold,  the  great  perfuafive  cf  the  world,  was- 
the  argument  we  made  ufe  of.  This  w^as- 
the  v/eight  which  fet  the  main  fpring  of  the 
machine  in  motion.  The  fpecious  pretexts 
indeed  that  covered  it  were  prudence  and  ho- 
nour, which  a  proper  application  to  their 
natural  vanity  niade  the  croud  receive  with- 
out examination;  not  to  omit  religious  pre- 
judice, that  abfolute  tyrant  of  weak  minds. 
"  We  perfuaded  them,  that  it  was  a  dero- 
'*  .gation  from  their  honour  to  fee  a  prince,  fo 
*'  nearly  allied  to  their  mighty  monarch  as  the 
*'  king  of  France,  diflrefTed  in  fuch  a  manner; 
'*  that  his  conquerors,  if  not  flopped  in  time, 
"  would  fall  upon  them  next ;  and  that  it  was 
*'  fcrving  the  caufe  of  God,  to  attack  heretics. 
"  By  thefe  various  argun  ents  we  have  gained 
^*  our  great  point  of  making  them  break  with 
"  the  Engliih ;  but  cur  trouble  ended  not  there. 
"  It  will  require  equal  addrefs,  and  infinitely 
''  more  pains,,  to. keep  up  their  fpirits,  and  pre- 

"  vent 
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'*  vent  their  quitting  it  as  poorly,   as  lhe)t  ^lui- 
'*  dertook  it  raihiy.     This  is  the  occaiion  oC 
''  my  coming  here    at  this  time;    and   as  the 
'*•  bright  abilities  you  are  knovva  topolicls,  and- 
"  the  Itrong  attachment  you  have  to  curcauie, 
"  have  made  the  whole  order  expect.  thegreateiV 
"  things  from  you,    i  chofe  you.  for  my  coni- 
"  panion  and    alTociatc,    and   have  given  you. 
"  this  general  view  of  the  prefent.ftateof  afiairs 
"  here,  to  direct  your  own  obfervations  in  the 
*'  courle  of  our  mcft  delicaLC  and  dimcult  ne- 
V  gociations,  and  enable- you  to  adt  in  cafe  any 
*'  ihijig  ihould  happ-n  to  me." 
.  This  account,   which  1   have  here  ^thrown 
together,   was  the  fubilance    of ■  ieveral  diih?- 
r^nt  convciT^tions,    during   their   iournev    to- 
Madrid.  ^ 

C  PI  A  R     X. 

More  great  matters.     Home  truths .     J  charaSlcr- 
out  of  nature  ;  ivlth  a  new  dcfiniilcn  of  the  laws 
of  war ;  and  a.  certain  nuthcd  of  rcduchi^^  a  m^ 
tion  to  obedience* 

THE  morning  after  they  arrived,  the  el- 
der went  to  wait. upon  the  iirll  minifter. 
The    filence    and    folcmnity    which    reigned' 
through  the  whole  court  ftruck  me  with  I'efpea-, 
"  Certainly,  (thought  I)  the  Jefuit  muft  have- 
"  mifrepreicnted  thVe  people.     Inftead  of  the* 
"  hurry,  nolfe,  and  giddy  buftle,  fo  offenilve* 
"  in  odier  courts,     every  thing  here  bears  that 
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"  appearance  of  ferioufnefs,  which  is  the  fha- 
"  dow  of  wifdom." 

The  flrft  fight  of  the  miniller  confirmed  me 
in  this  opinion.  He  was  dreiled  iji  black 
cloaths,  whofe  hue  added  a  o-Joom  of  addiLio- 
nal  gravity  to  his  whole  appearance.  By  hl« 
looks  and  motions,  his  foul  feemed  to  be 
w^'apped  in  the  moft  intenfe  thought.  His 
eyes  were  fi;xed ;  his  features  all  firained  to  the 
ftrcngeft  attention^  and  his  fteps  flow  and 
lately. 

When  the  ceremonials  of  addref;  v/ere  per- 
formed v/ith  proper  punftuality,  and  the  atten- 
dants difmiiTed,  the  Jefuit  entered  diredlly  up- 
on bufinefs.  "  I  am  come  ( faid  he)  accord- 
*'  ing  to  your  excellency's  defire,  to  fettle  every 
"  thing  that  may  have  been  omitted,  and  con- 
"  elude  the  treaty;  for  which  purpofe  I  ha^e 
*'  brought  the  proper  powers  from  his  majefty 
*'  my  mafter;  who  has  alfo  honoured  me  with 
"  the  pleafing  office  of  delivering  to  you  fome 
*'  particular  tokens  of  his  efleem." 

'*  I  am  obliged  to  his  majefty;  (anfwered  the 
**  Don,  with  an  air  of  more  than  minifterial  im- 
**  portance)  he  does  me  juftice  in  believing 
''•  that  my  inclinations  are  to  ferve  him  ;  tho* 
*'  what  1  have  undertaken  is  really  moft  diffi- 
" '  cult,  if  not  dangerous.  We  have  declared  war 
*'  as  you  defired ;  but  hov/  we  are  to  carry  it 
^'  on  is  hard  to  fay.  Our  magazines  are  empty, 
*^  our  troops  not  half  compleat,  and  even  thefe 
"  undifciplined  and  badly  provided;  and  our 
**  marine,  far  from  being  in  a  condition  to 
*'  cope  with  that  of  the  enemy;  fo  that  really 
**  I  am  almoft  afraid  to  look  forward  to  the 
*'  confequenc'es." 
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*'  Your  excellency  will  pardon  rae  for  faying 
*'  (replied  the  Jefuit)  that  your  apprehenfions 
*'  are  too  ready;  you  have  money,  and  that 
*'  will  foon  procure  every  necell'ary  of  war, 
"  The  wealth  of  our  enemies  alone  overpowers 
*'  us;  but  with  the  addition  of  yours  uc  fliall 
"  be  as  much  too  powerful  for  them.  You 
"  will  have  the  honour  of  ferving  us  in  fo  cri- 
"  tical  a  conjuncSture  ;  nor  is  there  an}' danger 
*'  in  the  attempt.  They  are  tired  of  the  war, 
*' and  want  a  pretence  for  making  peace,  as 
"  much  as  we  want  a  peace  itfelf.  The  in- 
*'  conftancy  of  their  temper,  never  long  plea- 
"  fed  with  any  thing,  is  furfeited  with  fuc- 
"  cedes.  To  take  the  advantage  of  this  humour, 
*'  our  emilfarics  have  fet  their  miniflers  togc- 
"  ther  by  the  ears  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they 
"  think  of  nothing  but  fuppl anting  each  ether ; 
"  to  eWcS:  which  they  would  willingly  facrifice 
*'  every  intereft  of  their  country. 

"  Of  this  1  can  give  you  an  inflance,  that 
"  will  remove  every  doubt..  Their  kinp  having 
"  lately  thought  proper  to  change  hisminiltry, 
*'  thofe  who  were  turned  out,  from  a  fpirit  of 
"  refentment,  move  heaven  and  hell  to  blacken 
"  the  characters  and  decry  the  abilities  of  their 
"  fucceflbrs  5  and,  as  difgrace  with  |he  prince 
"  is  the  fure  means  of  favour  v/ith  the  people, 
"  exert  their  popularity  with  the  utmoftlicen- 
*'  tlous  boldnefs  to  make  them  diftruiled,  and 
"  defeat  their  meafares,  chufing  to  undo  all 
"  their  own  work,  and  lofe  every  advantage 
"  gained  by  the  v/ar,  rather  than  their  rivals 
*'  fhould  have  the  honour  of  bringing  it  to  an 
"happy  conclufion ;  while  the  latter,  with. 
**^qual  judgment,  th'nk  it  neceflary  for  them 
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"  to  retort  the  abufe,  and  aft  direftly  contrary 
*'  to  the  fyftem  of  the  others,  as  it  were  irr 
"  juftification  of  their  removal  ;  as  if  a  kino- 
"  were  the  only  niafter  who  had  not  a  right  to 
"  change  his  fervants  when  he  pleafed ;  and" 
"  thus,  while  this  altercaiion  goes  on,  the 
"  bufinefs  of  the  nation  ftands  ftill. 

'-'  Advantageous  as  this  is  to  us,  it  is  not  the 
"  only  good  efreft  we  promife  ourfelves  from 
"  theie  difputes.  The  old  miniftrv,  who  pur- 
*^'  fued  the  war  fo  obftinately  v/hile  they  had 
^'  the  management  of  it  themfelves,  will,  by 
^'  this  indifcriminate  oppofition  to  all  the  mea-^ 
"  fures  of  the  new,  force  them  into  a  peace  on 
*'  any  terms,  to  preferve  their  power;  for  how- 
*'  ever  finely  it  may  found  in  fpeculation,  a 
*'  minifter  who  will  facriiice  his  own  ambition 
"  to  the  intereft  of  his  country,  and  refign  his 
*'  power  to  his  rival  rather  than  have  the  bu- 
*'  llnefs  fuiFer  by  a  competition  for  it,  is  a  cha- 
"  racter  if  not  abfolutely  out  of  nature,  yet  fo 
''  rarely  to  be  found,  that  there  is  no  neceiHty 
^^  to  guard  againft  it;  fo  that  both  parties 
^^  equally  ferve  our  intereft,  by  their  aniraofity 
."  againft  each  other. 

'^  From  this  plain  ftate  of  the  matter,  you 
*'  may  fee  that  you  run  n'o  hazard  in  joining 
'*  with  us,  as  a  peace  muft  neceiTarily  and 
"  fpeedily  be  the  confequence  of  the  meafures 
."  we  have  taken  ;  and  whatever  expence  you 
*'  may  be  at,  will  be  amply  paid  by  the  con- 
"  queft  of  Portugal,  which  you  will  never 
"  have  fuch  another  opportunity  of  annexing 
"  to  the  crov/n  of  Spain^  if  you  mifs  this  : 
*"'  bfifides  that  fo  clofe  a  connexion  between 
*'  your  CQurt  and   ours,   will    henceforward 

"  en-' 
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*'  enable  them  to  give  law  to  the  reft  of, 
"  Europe,  and  yours  in  particular,  at  a  proper. 
"  opportunity  to  recover  the  many  parts  cf^ 
*'  your  dominions  which  have  been  torn  from. 
"  them,  in  the  former  divifion  of  our  in-  • 
«  terefts." 

"  According  to  your  reafoning  then  (faiei 
*'  the  Spaniard)  there  is  no  necefJity  for  our. 
"  making  any  extraordinary  efforts  but  ia 
''  Portugal,  wliich  I  am  verv  tlau  of,  as  WG. 
"  were  never  fo  unprepared." 

'*  No  !  (anfwered  the  Jefuii)  nothing  ex-, 
'^  traordinary ;  or  that  can  be  attended  with 
"  inconvenience  is  necefiary.  Butilill,  fomcr 
*'  thing  mufl  be,  done,  if  only  to  fave  appearr 
"  anccs.     Your  laying  fiege  to  Gibraltar- " 

-"  Gibraltar !  (interrupted  the  niinifter)  thut 
"  isimpoifible!  abfohitely  impoilible  I  U^e  are 
"  as  Vv'ell  able  to  beficge  the  v^'hole  iiland  oi" 
"  Britain,  as  Gibraltar.  We  have  no  provir- 
"  fions  made  wliich  could  .give  the  leaft  hope 
'^  of  fuccefs  to  fuch  an  attempt." 

"  Your  excellency  is  too  prec;ipitate  ;  (an.- 
"  fvvered  the  jefuit.)  SiKxefs  !  If  by  fuccefs  you 
"  mean  taking  it,  I  never  thought  of  any  fuch 
"  thing.  No!  All  we  propofe  is  to  raife  a. 
"  ferment  in  England,  and  give  their  miniflry 
"  an  excufe  for  making  a  peace.  We  are  fut^ 
"  ficiemly  fenfible  that.it  cannot  be  taken." 

"  But  if  we  fiio aid  make  this  fcjnt.,  (replied 
''  the  minilier)  do  ypu  really  think  the  Englilh 
"will  ever  fuiTer  us  to  conquer  Portugal? 
"  They  are  bound,  by  intereft  as  well  as  ho- 
'^  nour,  to  defend  it." 

"  I  grant  they  are,  (returned  the  jefuit)  but 
*' that  iignifigs^*othin;i;.     Set  but. their  miai- 
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*'  ftry  to  wrangling  among  themfelvcs,  and: 
*'  you  may  bring  them  into  any  thing. 
*'  Their  deiertion  of  the  Catalans,  on  a  fimi- 
*'  lar  occalion,  is  an  inftance  of  what  the 
*'  Portuguefe  may  eKpe£fc  by  depending  on, 
'*•  them." 

''  Why,  indeed,  that  is  an  encouragement,, 
**^  (faid  the  other)  and  therefore  we  will  do  all 
*^'  we  can  to  be  ready  to  take  the  advantage  of 
*'  it.'-' 

"  I  am  glad  to  find  that  affairs  go  on  fo  well 
*'  in  Portugal,    (faid  the  jefuit)  the  people,  as 
*'  I  travelled  through  the  kingdom,  are  full  of 
"  fpirits  at  the  good  nev/s  ^  and  every  one  eager, 
'*  to  have  a  fliare  in  the  conqucih" 

"  Yes  !  (anfwered  the  minifter)  if  they  could- 
^"^  get  it  by  vapouring  at  home.  As  to  the 
*'  good  news,  it  is  neceHary  to  propagate  fuch, . 
"  to  amufe  the  populace;  but,  in  reality,  our 
"  troops  advance  but  very  Howly,  and  meet, 
*'  difEcuhies  every  day,  which. we  did  notfore- 
*'  fee.  If  the  ailiftance  promifed  us  by  your 
*'  court  does  not  arrive  before  the  Engliih  joia: 
'*  the  enemy " 

*^'  Affiftance  !  (interrupted  the  jefuit)  Never 
**  let  it  be  faid  that  the  mighty  monarch  pf; 
"  Spain  wanted  a/Tiftance  to  over-run  the  llt- 
•*  tie  kingdom  of  Portugal.  Jt  would  be  an 
*'  indelible  difgrace  to  your  honour  to  accept 
*'  affiftance.  As  to  the  Englifh,  I  have  told ' 
*'  you  already  how  they  will  be  taken  off;  and 
*'  then  you  will  have  the  Portuguefe  entirely  at 
*'  your  mercy.  But  has  your  excellency  con- 
*'  fidered  of  the  advice  1  took  the  liberty  to 
*'  hint  to  you,  of  extirpating  the  prefent  race 
*'  of  inhabitants  by  tvQry  feverity  authorized: 

"  by 
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*<  by  the  laws  of  war,  that  is,  by  every  method 
**  which  the  conquerors  pleafe  to  make  ule  of. 
"  Their  hatred  to  your  nation  is  fuch,  that  it 
*'  is  impoffible  ever  to  reduce  them  to  a  proper 
*'  deo-ree  of  fubje6i:ion  and  loyalty.     Above  all. 
"  things,  there  (hould  not  be  one  of  the  race 
"  of  the  prefent  king  or  even  of  the  nobiHty 
*'  left,    as   experience    (hews   that    they  willi 
"  watch    every    opportunity    to   revolt,    andi 
"  aflert  an  independency,    in  the  fame  man- 
"  ner  as  this  family  gained  the  crown  by  re— 
"  bellion." 

''What  you  fay   (  anfwered  the  minifter)^ 
*'  agrees  entirely  with  my  own  opinion.    I  had' 
"  refolved  upon  this   from  the  firft  moment  I 
'*  thought  upon  the  war;     I  am  juft  now  going 
"  to  attend  the  king,    and,  as  matters  of  fuch 
"  confequence  cannot  be  condu6led  with  too  • 
'<  much  caution,  wiH  obtain  aa  order  exprcfs- 
*'  Iv  to  that  purpofe,   under  his  own  hand,  tO' 
'*  the  general    of.  his  forcep,  to  vindicate  me 
'*  from  the  odium  of  fuch  an  unpopular  mea- 
"  furcv     His  natural  turn  is  to  cruelty,  fo  that 
*•'  he  will  mofl  gladly  take  the  hint.     In  the 
"  mean  time,  you   may  aflure  his  majefty  of 
"  France   of  every  fervice  in  my  power,    to 
*'  humble  his  haughty  enemy,  and  procure  him 
''  the  peace  he  dcfires." 

Satisfied  with  th€  fuccefs  of  his  negociation, 
the  jefult  then  withdrew,  and  the  miniiter  com- 
pofed.  his  countenance  into  proper  gravity,  to 
appear  in  public. 

The  natural   pride    and  oftentation   of  the 
Spaniards   at  fvfl  made  me  foraething  furprifed' 
at  the  freedom   and  candour  with  which   the 
ininifter  confefTed  the  weaknefs  and  wants  of 

the 
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the  Spanifti  government :  but  a  moment's  re- 
fle<Slion  explained  his  conduct:,  and  fhewed  that'* 
he  afted  with  the  ftri6teft  confiftency  of  cha- 
ra6ler.  He  had  fiiffered  himfelf  to  be  gained' 
by  bribery,  to  fcrve  the  interefts  of  France,  and 
therefore  could  not  pretend  to  affume  a  confe- 
quence,  or  make  a  vain  parade  of  power  which 
he  could  not  exert,  to  the  very  agent  who  had 
corrupted  him,  and  was  befide  as  well  informed 
as  himfelf..  ; 

CHAP.     XL 

A  peep  behind  the  curtain.  Royal  amufemsnis  ; 
heroic  principles  and  valour  \  with  an  approved 
Jhield  ogainji  certain  terrible  dangers, 

WHEN  the  minifler  had  gone  through  the 
ceiemonies  of  his  levee  with  proper  dig- 
nity, he  v/ent  to  his  mafter.  The  king  ap- 
peared to  be  in  the  prime  of  life,  haie,  ftrong, 
and  active.  He  v/as  feated  at  a  table  with  a 
parcel  of  fhuttle-cocks  before  him,  and  mend- 
ino-  a  racket  with  as  much  earneftnefs  as  a 
fchool-boy  of  feven  years  old. 

The  moment  he  raifed  his  eyes  from  his 
work,  and  fav/  his  minifter,  "  Come  (faid  he, 
"  ftarting  up,  and  Gripping  himfelf  to  his  (hirt) 
"  I  ha-  e  been  waiting  for  you  fome  time.  I'll 
*'  try  if  I  cannot  beat  you  more  iliamefully  to- 
"  day  than  I  did  yefterday." 

The  minifter,  v/ho  knev/  his  cue,  forgot  all 

his. gravity  in  m  ix&m^^  and  i^lW^iwi  the 
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royal  example  fet  him,  threw  ofF  his  cloaths 
alfo,  and,  taking  up  a  racket,  prepared  for  the 
attack,  which  he  Teemed  to  maintain  with  as 
much  eagernefs  and  delight  as  his  mafter,  till 
he  favv  him  be^in  to  be  iied,  when,  feigning 
himfelf  unable  to  ftrike  another  ftroke,  he. drop- 
ped the  racket  out  of  his  hand,  and  fat, down 
puffing  and  blowing  on  the  floor,  while  the 
king,  to  (hew  his  fuperior  abilities,  and  infulfe 
his  anta2;onift,  gave  half  a  dozen  ftrokes  more 
by  himfelf 

As  foon  as  they  had  recovered  their  breathy 
and  put  on  theij  cloaths,  "  May  it  pleafe  your 
"  majefty,  (faid  the  minifter,  refuming  his  fo- 
"  lemnity)  1  have  juft  received  an  account 
"  from  Portugal.  Your  invincible  arms  bear 
"  all  before  them,  and  will  foon  reduce  the 
"  whole  kingdom.  They  have  already  taken 
"  a  confiderable  village,  and  burned  tv/o  farm- 
*'  houfes." 

"  Have  they  (o^  (interrupted  his  facred  ma- 
"jeft/)  that's  well  done.  Send  them  orders 
"  to  burn  all  before  them.  I  wiih  I  was,  with 
'*  them.  I  love  fuch  fport  in  my  heart.  Id 
"  foon  make  their  king  rue  his  refufing  Tny 
*'  friendlhip.  But  how  foon  will  they  take 
"  Lifbon  ?  I  long  to  go  there,  and  fee  how  it . 
"  looks  after  the  earthquake,  whecher  it  is 
*^  any  thing  like  Herculaneum.'* 

"  Your  majefty 's  army  is  advancing  toward 
''  it,  (anfwered  the  minifter)  but  the  roads 
"  are  bad,  and  the  country-people  oppofe 
''  them,  fo  that  they  are  obliged  to  march 
"  with  great  circumfpedlion." 

"  Why  do  not  they  fhoot  them?    (replied 

!'  the  mguaigh)  If  I  w^§  thvxe,  not  one  of 

them 
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**  them  fhould  efcape.  Pd  kill  them  all  my- 
**  felf,  as  ril  fhew  you  juft  now.  The  enemy 
"  is  drawn  up  ready  for  battle,  and  I  only 
*'  waited  for  you  to  fee  me  attack  them." 

Then  going  into  another  apartment  that 
looked  into  a  clofe  court,  and  leading  his  mi- 
nifter  to  the  window,  "  There  they  are,  (con- 
*'  tinuedhe,  laughing  with  delight,  ashepoint- 
*'  ed  to  a  number  of  cats  v/hich  were  immured 
*'  in  the  court  j)  there  is  the  army  of  the  enemy.. 
"  The  red  ones  are  Englifli,  the  reft  are  Por- 
*'  tuguefe.  Go,  reach  me  thofe  guns  yonder. 
"  Pll  attack  them  direftly.  It  will  be  a  glo- 
*'  rious  furprize.  While  I  fhoot  with  one  gun 
*'  you  Ihall  load  the  other,  fo  that  we'll  keep 
"  up  a  conftant  fire.'"" 

With  thefe  words  he  began  the  attack, 
fhouting  in  triumph  at  every  (hot,  "  There 
*' falls  an  EngUihman.  There  a  Poi  tuguefe ! 
*'  Now  I  charge  them  on  the  right ;  now  on 
*'  the  left ;  now  in  the  front ;  now  in  the  rear, 
*'  Pll  fhew  them  that  I  am  a  general.  See 
*'  how  they  run  !    belter,  fkelter,  pell  mell." 

His  heroic  majefty  carried  on  his  attack  in 
this  manner  with  fuch  eageinefs,  and  conti- 
nued it  fo  long  that  his  minifter  was  more  tired 
of  loading  for  him,  than  he  had  been  of  his 
match  at  fhuttle-cocK. ;  at  lengthy  obferving 
that  one  of  the  wounded  cats  fcreamed  in  an  - 
uncommon  manner,  "A  truce  I  A  truce! 
*'  (faid  he)  your  majefty  fliould  flacken  your 
*'  fire.  1  he  enemies  acknowledge  your  vic- 
*'  tory,  and  fend  a  trumpet  to  deiire  leave  to 
*'  bury  their  dead.  According  to  the  laws  of 
*'  war,  that  is  never  refufed  :  befide,  if  you  kill' 
**  them  all  to-day,  v/hat  will  you  do  for  an  ar- 

"  my 
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*'  my  to  attack  another  time  ?  There  is  not 
"one  cat  left  in  all  Madrid;  your  majefty's 
"  wars  have  confumed  tlie  whole  fpecies." 

"  Well  then,  (laid  thi-  victorious  monarch, 
"  who  was  by  this  time  fufficiently  fatigued 
''  himfelf)  I  will  grant  them  a  truce;  and  do, 
"  you  take  caie  that  there  is  a  fupply  of  pro- 
"  vifions  fent  them.  Their  magazines  I  ima- 
"  ginc  are  nearly  exhaufted  ;  I  itorn  to  ftarve 
*' m)- enemies.  Hah!  hah!  hah!  Don't  you 
"  think  now  that  I  could  kill  all  thofe  Portu- 
*'  guefe  ?  Kgad  I'll  go  and  head  my  army  my- 
*'  felf,  as  I  did  once  before,  and  not  let  one 
*'  of  them  efcape." 

The  fmoak  of  the  monarch's  artillery,  and 
the  fcrcaming  of  the  wounded  cats  making  the 
field  of  battle  not  a  very  agreeable  place  to  flay 
in,  the^king  and  his  minifter  returned  to  the 
clofet.  As  foon  as  the  latter  had  once  more 
compofed  his  features,  "  May  it  plcafe  your 
"  majefty,  (faid  he)  by  the  accounts  from  your 
"  invincible  army  in  Portugal  I  find,  that  it  is 
*'  in  vain  to  think  of  reducing  that  people  to 
"  fubjedlion  and  obedience.  Thofe  who  fub- 
*'  mit  one  day  rebel  again  the  next;  fo  that 
*'  there  is  no  end  of  giving  them  quarter.  Be- 
**  fide,  the  Englifh  are  expected  every  day  to 
"  land  to  their  af^iftance,  and  then  their  num- 
"  bers  may  prove  troublefome.  I  am  therefore 
*'  come  to  know  what  oiders  you  will  pleafe 
"  to  fend  to  your  generals,  to  direcSl:  their  con- 
*'  dua." 

"  Orders  !  (anfwered  his  moft  facred  ma- 
"  jefty)  to  put  them  all  to  the  fword ;  that  is 
"  the  fureft  way  to  make  them  obedient.  As 
^'  for  the  Englifli,  we  mud  take  caje  wiiAt  we 
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"  do  with  them  :  they  are  a]l  hsreticks,  and^ 
*^'  magicians,  and  deal  with  the  devil.  I  re- 
"  member  very  well  how  they  frightened  me 
''  once  before,  till  I  got  the  pope  to  blefs  my 
"  night-cap;  and  then  I  defied  them  and  their 
^'  witchcraft  too.  They  could  do  m^c  no  harm 
"  v.'hile  I  had  that  on.  I  am  forry  that  it  is 
*^'  worn  out,  or  I  would  go  and  have  a  ftroke 
"  at  them  myfejf ;  but  I  could  never  bear  to 
"  be  one  niinute  without  it,  while  there  hung 
"  a  rag  of  it  together.  However,  I'll  ferd  to 
''  him  for  another  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  it 
''  would  not  be  amifs  to  fend  enough  for  tlic 
^'  whcle  army,  and  his  hoiinefs  mi^-;;ht  blefs 
*'  them  all  together  ;  and  when  the  fol- 
*'  diers  have  got  them,  they'll  be  a  matcli 
"  for  the  heretic  Enplifh,  and  the  devil  to 
''help  them." 

"  What  your  majefly  fays  is  extremely  right, 
^'  (replied  the  minifter)  and  it  would  be  very 
*'  improper  for  you  to  hazard  your  facred  life, 
"  before  you  have  gotten  fuch  an  infallible  de- 
"  fence  to  guard  it.  In  the  mean  time  though, 
*'  will  your  majefly  pleafe  to  fend  orders  to 
*'  your  generals,  for  putting  the  ccuntry  un- 
"  der  military  execution  ?  They  will  have 
''  double  weight,  when  under  your  own 
"  hand." 

Aye!     (returned  the  gracious  monarch) 

Give  me. pen  and  ink,  and  I  will  write  to 
*'  them  this  inflant,  to  burn  and  deftroy  alF 
"  before  them,  and  put  man,  woman,  and 
''  child  tQ  the  fword,  without  mercy  or  dif- 
"  tin61:ion.  Or,  ftav  !  It  will  do  as  well  after 
"  the  puppet-fhew  ;  I  am  in  hafte  now  :  and; ' 
^'  do  you  hear  !    Order  public  rejoicings  to  be 

"  made  J; 
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**  made;    and  fend  to  the  bifliops,  to  fing  te 
''*'  Deum  for  what  we  have  ahcadv  done.'* 

It  was  fome  time  before  I  could  recover  my- 
felf  from  the  afronilhrnent  and  horror  with 
which  this  fcene  ftruclc  me.  "  Juil  Heaven  ! 
"  (thought  i)  arethefe  thy  fubftitu  cs  on  earth? 
"  Can  the  vices  of  man  have  fimk  him  fo  en- 
"  tlrely  below  thy  care,  that  he  Ihould  be  given 
"  up  thus  to  the  moCc  defpicable  deilrudtion  ? 
"  be  made  the  play-thing  of  a  fool,  and  ilaugh- 
*'  tered  for  his  meer  amufement  ?  i  can  bear 
"  the  fi^ht  no  lon<j;er." 

Sa}ing  this,  I  flung  out  of  the  coui t,  in  lio- 
neft  indignation,  and  wijhed  myfcif  dired^ly  in- 
to France,  in  hopes  of  being  relieved  by  the 
contrail  between  the  manners  of  that  diiTipate.^ 
gay  people,  and  thofe  where  I  was.  "  If  I 
"  muil:  be  among  fools,  ( faid  I  )  le.  them  be 
''  merry  ones.  Let  not  the  airectation  of  wif* 
"  dorn  make  folly  more  difgufting." 

CHAP.     XII. 

Scene  changed.  Pleafant  in/lance  of  the  power  of 
example.  Grand  attendance  at  a  lady  5  todet,- 
Secrets  of  favour  it  if n. 

THE  efFe6t  which  I  felt  from  this  change- 
is  fcarce  to  be  conceived.  The  fmile  of 
pleafure  and  complacency  that  foftened  every 
face  I  faw,  foon  difpelled  the  gloom  which  I 
had  contracted  in  the  late  folemn  fcene,  and 
int^cted  me  alfo  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  my  fea- 

tiires 
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tures  began  infenfibly  to  relax  into  a  grin,  and' 
I  could  hardly  keep  my  feet  from  capering  as  I 
went  along  with  the  croud,  whom  1  found  go- 
ing to  pay  their  court  to  the  king's  miftrefs. 

They  all  flopped  in  the  antichamber  to  her 
apartments,  where  they  waited  with  the  moft 
complaiflmt  patience  for  the  return  of  the  fa- 
voured ^&w  who  were'  admitted  into  her  pre- 
fence,  to  learn  fromthem  the  modes  of  thought 
and  action  which  ihe  pleafed  to  prefcribe  for  the 
day. 

Curious  to  fee  a  perfon  who  was  able  thus; 
to  rule  the  happinefs  of  fo  m.any,  I  entered  the 
drefnng-room,  where  I  found  her  at  her  toi- 
let, attended  in  a  manner  that  exceeded  my 
imagination,  accuflomed  as  I  was  to  uncom- 
mon fcenes.  At  her  feet  kneeled  a  bilhop, 
in  all  his  facred  robes,  buckling  her  ihoes. 
The  bafon  in  which  Ihe  wafhed  her  hands  was 
held  by  a  peer  of  the  firft  rank.  A  counfellor 
of  the  parliament  painted  her  cheeks.  A 
farmer  of  the  revenues  fet  her  jewels  in  ordver,. 
A  general  powdered  her  hair.  An  admiral  tied 
her  ribbons ;  and,  to  entertain  her,  a  cardinal 
read  a  loofe  lampoon. 

When  this  importarft  work  was  finifhed  fhe 
arofe,  and,  rewarding  her  happy  fervants  with^ 
a  gracious  nod,  retired  with  the  cardinal  into 
another  room,  to  talk  upon  bufmefs.  As  foon. 
as  they  were  alone,  ^*  Your  ladyihip,  I  think, 
*'  ( faid  the  cardinal,  laughing )  has  been- 
"  grandly  waited  on  this  morning.  Pray,  have 
"  you  the  fame  attendence  everyday?'* 

"  If  I  would  receive  it,  (anfwered  fhe)  I 
•'  might  have  ten  times  more.  There  is  no- 
*'  thing  fo  fulfome  that  thofe  fycophants  wili^ 

«'not. 


THE    REVERIE.        213 

'*  not  fay ;  nothing  is  (o  fervile  that  they  will 
*'  not  do.  I  know  the  bafenefs  of  their  fouls, 
**  and  therefore  trample  them  thus  under  my 
*'  feet,  to  anticipate  the  infults  which  I  am 
"  fenfible  they  would  heap  upon  me  on  any 
*'  reverfe  of  fortune.  As  they  worfliip  the  fun- 
*'  Ihine  of  court-favour,  it  is  but  juit  to  let 
*'  them  toil  in  the  heat  of  it  for  a  Vv''hile." 

"  But  how  did  your  ladyfhip  gather  fuch  a 
"  grouper  (interrupted  the  cardinal,  who  fcenir 
*'  ed  not  much  to  like  fome  part  of  what  file 
"  faid,  and  therefore  was  defirous  to  put  a  ftop 
"  to  reflections  fo  general)  Almoft  every  pro- 
"  feflion  in  the  fliite  had  a  reprefentative  at 
^'  your  toilet." 

"  Yes,  (replied  llie)  and  I  defign  to  fetmofl 
*'  of  thefe  reprefentatives  at  the  head  of  their 
"  profeilions  too,  which  was  the  occafion  of 
"  my  defiring  to  fee  you  this  mornino:.*' 

"  But  does  your  ladyfhip  know  (faid  the 
*^  cardinal)  whether  they  are  qualified  to  fill 
*'  thofe  places  ?  Many  of  them  require  parti- 
"  cular  judgment  and  experience." 

"  Qualified  !  (interrupted  her  ladyfhip,  with 
^'  a  contemptuous  fmile)  Ye^ ;  I  have  taken 
''  care  to  be  fatisfied,  that  the/  all  have  the 
■*'  qualifications  I  want ;  and  as  for  any  other, 
*'  they  are  anfwerable  themfelves  ;  fo  let  them 
"  take  care  of  that.  I  am  to  give  them  all 
^^  their  definitive  anfwers  this  morning;  fo  if 
"  you  will  go  into  that  clofet,  you  may  over- 
^'  hear  what  pafTes,  and  will  be  a  judge  of 
*^  their  qualifications." 

The  cardinal  obeyed;  and  her  ladyfliip  ring- 
ing for  one  of  her  attendants,   ordered  him  to 

let 
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let  the  general  know  llie  was  at  leifure  to  fpeak 

with  him. 

As  foon  as  he  entered,  "  Well  fir,  (faid  her 
ladyfhip,  cutting  {hort  all  complimcntSj  and 
entering  directly  upon  bufinefs)  I  have  fpoken 
to  the  minifter  about  you,  and  am  forry  to 
find  there  are  To  many  objections  made,  that 
it  v/ill  be  necefi'ary  for  me  to  exert  my  ut- 
moll  intereft  to  lervc  you.  Howev^er,  as  I 
have  undertaken  it,  I  will  not  be  foiled." 
*'  1  am  under  infinite  obligation  to  your  la- 
dyfliip,  (anfweired  the  general)  and  Ihall  en- 
deavour to  make  a  return." 

''-Sir,  (interrupted  fhe)  the  return  I  expedl 
is  a  pun6lual  performance  of  your  propofa:! ; 
which  was,  to  give  me  two  thirds  of  all 
(exclufive  of  your  pay)  that  you  can  poffibly 
make  by  this  commiiiiop.,  as  well  what  you 
can  fubftracl  from  the  fiiperfiuous  appoint- 
ments of  your  own  army,  as  the  plunder  and 
fpoii  of  the  enemies.  You  remember,  fir, 
that  this  was  your  ov/n  propofal." 
"  I  do,  Madam,  (  anfwered  he  j  and  fliall 
faithfully  perform  it,  though  really  the  ap- 
pointments of  the  army  at  prefent  are  fo  very 
Ihort,  and  even  th-efe  fo  badly  fuppljed,  that 
I  fear  what  may  be  faved  from  them  will  not 
arrfwer  your  expectation,  though  I  will  do 
v/hat  I  can  ;  in  an  enemy's  country  foldiers 
may  fliift  for  themfelves.  But  whatever  this 
falls  (hort  fliall  be  made  up  in  the  other  ar- 
ticle. The  enemies  have  have  had  a  long 
opportunicy  to  enrich  themfelves,  which  wi'll 
turn  out  well  to  your  account  nov/.  I'll 
firip  them  to  the  fkin  for  you.  It  is  good 
6  ''  ^o- 
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''^  policy  to  ruin  an  enemy's  country  which  wc 
''^  do  not  defign  to  keep  p'olTcffion  of;  as  it  dif- 
'•'■  ables  them  from  making  head  again  for  a 
*'  confiderable  length  of  time.  I  hope  alfo  to 
*'  condudl  the  niriitary  operations  of  the  cani- 
•'^  p:tign  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  your  ladyfhip 
^'  Ihall  not  be  afhamed  of  having  recomrncnd- 
"  ed  me  to  the  command." 

'*  As  to  that,  fn-,  (replied  fl^e)  it  is  no  affair 
^'  of  mine.  You  are  to  take  care  of  that  up- 
*'  on  your  own  account;  and  J  wifh  you  may^ 
"  if  it  were  only  to  difappoint  the  prefages  of 
"  thofe  who  oppofed  your  promotion;  fome  of 
*'  whom  went  fo  far  as  to  fay,  that  you  were 
"  dcftitute  of  e\'ery  qualification   necefTary  for 

"  fo  important  a  charge." Saying  this,  fhe 

turned  from  him,  leaving  him  to  enjoy  the  plea- 
fure  of  meditating  on  her  lad:  words. 

The  departure  of  the  general  made  way  for 
the  entrance  of  the  admiral,  who  was  fum- 
moned  next,  and  whom  her  ladyfhip  addrelled 
with  as  little  ceremony  as  fhe  had  fhewn  to 
the  former. 

"  You  have  been  recommended  to  me,  fir, 
"  (faid  fhe)  by  one  of  my  wom.en  to  whom,  I 
*'  underftand,  you  have  the  honour  of  being 
"  related,  as  a  proper  pcrfon  to  be  entrufted 
"  with  the  command  of  a  fleet,  to'  cruize  upon 
"  the  enemy;  and,  on  her  vouching  your  me- 
*'  rit,  I  have  got  you  preferred  before  feveral 
"  officers  of  known  ability." 

"I  am  eternally  devoted  to.  your  ladyfhip, 
*'  (anfwered  he,  elated  at  his  fuccefs)  and  hope 
"  I  fhall  be  fo  happy  as  not  to  difappoint  your 
"  expedatious'in  any  rc.'pedl." 

"I 
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*'  I  hope  not,  (replied  fhe)  and,  as  1  con- 
fide in  the  character  given  me  of  you,  have 
not  yet  exprefsly  flipulated  any  conditions  5 
but  you  muft  not  imagine  upon  that  account 
that  I  do  not  expect  any.  You  know  the 
nature  of  the  command  which  you  arc  to  go 
upon.  It  is  to  attack  the  enemy's  trade, 
and  plunder  their  fettlements  in  thofe  places 
where  you  expect  to  meet  the  leaft  refiftance. 
Now,  fir,  in  executing  fuch  a  commiiflion 
you  muft  certainly  make  many  valuable  cap- 
tures ;  three  fourths  of  the  clear  produce  of 
which  I  fhall  expedt,  for  procuring  you  the 
command  j  the  reft  you  may  divide  among 
yourfelves.  If  you  approve  of  this,  your 
commiflion  fliall  be  made  out  directly." 
*'  I  am  too  fenfible  of  your  lady  fliip's  favour, 
(returned  he)  to  diflike  any  thing  you  pro- 
pofe.  As  for  m.yfelf,  I  have  nothing  in  viev/ 
but  honour;  and  that,  at  le^ift,  I  fhall  have 
an  opportunity  to  acquire." 
"Honour,  fir!  (interrupted  flie  haftily) 
How  do  you  mean  ?  If  it  is  by  fighting  with 
the  fleets  of  the  enemy,  you  quite  miftake 
the  matter,  Inftead  of  that,  you  muft  ufe 
all  poflible  care  to  avoid  them,  and  not  run 
the  hazard  of  difappointing  the  defign  upon 
which  you  are  fent,  and  lofmg  the  fleet  en- 
trufted  to  you  in  attempting  to  acquire  ho- 
nour. Acquire  profit,  and  leave  honour  to 
the  enemy." 

"  Yes! But  pleafe  your  ladyfhip,  (an- 

fwered  the  feaman,  who  did  not  fo  well  re- 
lifli  the  latter  part  of  his  inftru6tions)  How 
{hall  I  anfwer  that  to  the  king  ?  I  fhaU  be 
broke  with  infimy." 
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*•  Never  fear,  (replied  fhe : )  do  you  take 
^'  care  to  make  a  profitable  cruize,  and  I  will 
*'  protect  you  from  all  danger  of  that  kind  j 
"  and  perhaps  make  intereft  alfo  to  have  you  . 
'^  fent  out  again  with  a  greater  force,  when 
"  you  fliall  not  be  under  a  neceility  of  ob~ 
"  ierving  fuch  caution."  Encouraged  by  this, 
the  admiral  promifed  to  obey  her  orders,  and 
went  away  with  an  high  heart. 

The  admiral  was  fuccceded  by  the  farmer- 
general,  who,  advancing  to  her'ladyfhip  with 
a  confident  air,  *'  I  have  taken  the  liberty  (faid 
*'  he)  to  brin^  your  ladyfhip  a  fuit  of  jewels, 
"  which  I  hope  you  will  like.  I  fliould  not 
*^  prefume  to  offer  them,  If  they  were  not  fit 
^'  for  the  firfc  fovereign  in  Europe  to  wear." 

"  You  are  always  very  obliging;  (anfwereci 
"  herladyfhip,  cafting  her  eye  carelefsly  upon 
''  the  jewels  as  fhe  took  them)  they  are  indeed- 
"  nrettv  enou2:h."  ' 

"  Your  ladyfhip  does  not  fee  half  their  beau- 
^'^  ty;  (replied  the  farmer)  if  you  will  pleafcto 
*'  look  a  little  clofer,  you  will  have  a  better 
^'  notion  of  their  value." 

*'  I  beg  your  pardon,  fir,  (returned  flie,  tak- 
"  ing  notice  of  the  paper  they  were  wrapped  in, 
^^  which  was  a  bill  of  exchan2;e  for  a  sreat 
"  fum  of  money)  I  like  them  extremely.  '1  \\^y 
"  certainly  are  very  fine ;  and  I  mufi:  fay  that 
^^  you  have  the  politell  method  of  prefenting 
"  any  thing  of  any  man  I  know.  I  have 
"  wanted  to  fee  you  for  fome  time,  to  let  you 
*'''  know  that  your  propofal  is  accepted  of." 

"  I  am.  much  obliged  to  your  laiyfhip  (an- 
'-^  fvvered  he)  and  fhall  drive  to  merit  your  fa-. 
"-^  vour  on  all  occafions  j    though  really  I  am 

Vol,  II.  L  "not 


2i8       THE    REVERIE. 

"  not  quite  free  from  apprehenfions  of  mcetii^ 
*'  with  fuch  difficulties  in  this  affair,  as  may 
**  make  it  much  lefs  advantageous  than  is  ima- 
'*  2:ined.  The  people  are  fo  exhaufted  by  the 
•*  multitude  of  their  taxes,  that  they  declare 
■*'  themfelves  unable  to  pay  any  more,  and  in 
*'  their  defpair  exprefs  a  difcontent  little  fhort 
"  of  rebellion  J  fo  that  I  .believe  we  fhall  be 
*'  under  a  neceffity  of  calling  for  ailiftance  from 
'^  the  army  to  levy  any  thing." 

'  "And  you  fhall  have  it,  (replied  her  lady- 
*'  fhip)  whenever  you  require  it.  That  is  a 
*■*  proof  of  their  being  exhaufbed,  indeed  !  If 
•*  they  are  in  want,  let  the  men  all  lift  in  the 
**•  army,  that  is  the  proper  place  for  them  j 
**  and  then  the  women  and  children  will  have 
'■■'  enough.  Don't  you  ihew  the  lead  tender- 
**  nefs  to  one  of  them.  It  only  encourages  the 
*'  reft.  Their  complaints  are  all  feigned.  If 
*'  they  were  in  fuch  diftrefs  as  they  pretend, 
**  their  fpints  would  hardly  be  fo  high. 

^'  I  fnall  ,pun6lu4iily  obfcrve  your  ladyfhip's 
''  directions,  (returned  he)  and  depend  on  your 
^*  protecStion,  if  any  thing  fhould  happen. 

The  counfellor  of  the  parliament  fucceeded 
the  farmer-general,  to  whom  her  ladyfhip  ad- 
dreffed  herfelf  with  as  little  ceremony  as  the 
.others.  "Sir,  (faidlhe)  I  have confiderei  of 
"  what  you  fajd  to  me,  and  fear  the  fcheme 
"  is  impra6^icable.  Your  people  feem  too 
.  **^  refrAiiory  t  ?  be  influenced  by  fuch  me- 
"  thods." 

"  j^'Jadsvoi,  (anfwered  he)  Imuftbeg  leave 
"  to  fay,,  /jf^ouit  lady/lnp'^  apprehenfions  are 
^*  gioundlels. .  I  know  rthe  temper  of  every 
*Mnan  among  thcm^,    and  v/hat  will  prevail 
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^  on  each.     If  you  pleafe  to  make  the  cxperi- 
"  ment,  I  will  anfwcr  for  the  event." 

"  Well,  fir,  (replied  fhe)  then  it  fhall  be  h^ 
'  and  you  fhall  have   the  place  on  the  terms , 
■*  propofed;    though,   if  your  fcheme  fucceeds 
'readily,   1  fhaH  expe^St  a   farther  confidera-^ 
'  tion,  as  it  will  then  be  much  more  valu- 
^  able." 

"  Your  ladvfhip  (returned  he)  may  depend 
^  on  my  obedience  to  any  thing  you  re<]uire." 

"  lliat's  true,  (added  her  ladyfhip,  calling. 
"^  him  back  jull  as  he  v/as  going  out  of  the 
'  room)  there  is  one  thing  which  I  had  like^ 
'  to  have  forgot  mentioning,  though  indeed  it 
'  was  plainly  implied  in  what  we  faid.  It  is, 
^  likely  that  the  jefuits  will  offer  large  funis  of 
'  money,  to  avert  the  ftorm  that  threatens 
^  them.  That,  you  know,  I  am  to  fliare  in, 
'  equally  with  the  other  perquifites  of  your 
«  place." 

"  Why— -really — (faid  he)  if  your  ladyfhip 

*  infifts  upon  it ;   though,  as  it  is  but  a 

*  contingency,  it  is  difficult  to  bring  it  with- 

*  in  any  rule." 

"  Sii»,  (anfwered  flie  warmly)  I  do  and  will 
'  infift  upo-n  it ;  and  think  it  odd  for  you  to 
'  make  any  difficulty." 

'*  No,  Madam  !  by  no  means  !  (replied  he) 
'  I  make  no  difficulty  at  all ;  but  till  your  la- 
'  dy(hip  had   declared  your  pleafure,    it  was 

*  impoffible  for  me  to  forefee  it.     Is  there  any 

*  thing  elfe?" 

*'  No,  (returned  her  ladyfhip)  not  that  I 
'  rccoUeft  now.  If  I  fliould  think  of  any 
'  thing  farther,  I  will  let  you  know." 

L  2  The 
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T  he  next  who  was  admitted  to  an  audience 
Vi'as  the  nobleman  who  had  held  the  balbn  to 
liLi  ladyfhip,  as-  fiie  wafhed  her  hands.  '^  1 
"^am  forry,  my  lord  duke,  faid  fhe,  (as  foon  as 
"  he  had  paid  his  compliments)  that  I  have 
*'  been  obliged  to  make  you  wait  fo  long  j  but 

■■^'  bufuiefc;,  mv  lord " 

"  Your  ladyfliip  (anfwered  his  grace,  with 
**  the  utmoft  complaifance)  need  be  under  no 
*'  concern.  I  am  no  ftranger  myfelf  to  the 
''  urgency  of  ftate-afFairs." 

*'  Well,  my  lord,  (faid  fhe)  at  length  I  have  the 
"  honour  tO' congratulate  your  grace  on  your 
'*  fon's  fuccefs.  His  majeify  made  many  diffi- 
^-^  culties  at  firit ;  but  they  all  vanilhed  when 
"  1  told  him  of  the  match  between  the  mar- 
^'  quis  and  my  coufm.  He  faid,  he  could  re- 
^'  fufe  nothing  to  anyone  who  was  tp  be  allied 
*'  to  me." 

"  My  fon  is  in  duty  obliged  to  his  majefty, 
'"  (replied  his  grace)  and  I  have  a  juft  fenfe  of 
'*'  your  ladyfhip's  favour." 

*' I  aip  glad,  my  lord,  (continued  flie)  that 
"  your  good  fenfe  and  prudence  have  enabled 
''  you  to  conquer  that  abfurd  pride  of  family, 
*■  *  which  makes  .fools  of  fo  many.  Though 
*'  your  fon's  intended  wife  is  the  daughter  of 
'*'  a  mechanic,  fhe  is  my  kinfvvoman ;  and,  if  f 
*■'  li\^e,  ril  make  the  proudeft  peer  of  PVance 
*'  gladjto  marry  into  my  family.  The  king  is 
"  the  fountain  .of  nobility,  and  what  he  can 
*'  beftovv  they  (hall  not  want." 

''Your;  ladyfhip's  ovin  merit  (anfwered  he 
''  cooly)  makes  it  an  honour  to  any  family  to' 
"  be  allied,  to  you,     I  wiiriend  my  fon  to  re- 
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**  turn  his  thanks  to   your  ladyfhip,  and  re- 
''  ceive  yoiir  farther  coinmands." 

The  bifliop  was  now  the  only  one  who  re- 
mained ;    but  her  ladyfliip  had  already  had  too- 
much  bufuiefs  that  morning,  and  therefore  fcnt 
him  word,  that  fhe  could  not  fee  him  till  fonic 
other  time. 

C  PI  A  p.    XIII.. 

Make  hay  luh'ile  the  fun  [nines.      All  go  to  the 

rnavket^  where   they   can   have   mo/i  for  their 

money,  A   cmverjation   concluded   in   charac- 
ter.. 

THESE  important  matters  being  thus 
difpatched,  the  cardinal  came  out  of  his 
clofet,  and  fmiling  at  her  ladyfliip,  "  It  is  a 
"  pity  ((aid  he)  that  your  lidyfhrp  cannot  pub- 
"  iicly  ailiime  the  office  of  priitie  rainifter,  you 
*'  do  bufinefs  in  fuch  a  maiierlv  manner." 

"Why,  fanfv/ered  fhe,  laughing;  i  have  no 
*'  notion  of  making  many.wor:^s,  when  I  have 
/'refolved  upon  a  thing;  nor  of  ufmg  the 
*'  agency  of  others  in  what  I  can  do  better 
''  myfelf.  They  always  make  fuch  bungling 
"  work,  that  I  have  no  patience  with  them. 
*^  Plain-dealing  prevents  miflakes.  Befidc,  they 
"  cannot  get  fuch  good  terms  as  I  do.  People 
*'  chafFer  and  higgle  with  them,  vi-hodonot  in 
*'  the  leafl:  obje6t  to  w^hat  I  require.  As  to 
^^  the  breach  of  decency,  I  defpife  it.     I  (l^udy 

L  3        *  ''my 
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my  6wn  conveniency,  not  other  people's  opi- 
nions." ;  ■ 
"  Your  kdyfhip  judges^- very  rightly;  (re- 
plied he)  great  minds  are  above  the  rules 
which  diretl  the  condudt  of  their  infe- 
riors/* 

^^  Weil  I  (refiimed  her  ladyfhip)  Do  nat 
you  think  now  that  all  thefe  perfons  are  pro- 
perly qusJiiied  for  my  purpofe?  I  hold  my 
power  by  a  very  precarious  tenure,  and  there- 
fore think  it  prudence  to  make  the  moft  of 
it  while  it  lafts.  What  is  the  intereft  or 
honour  of  the  kin2;dom  to  me  ?  I  know  that 
With  the  king's  favour  I  gained  the  hatred  of 
every  other  perfon  in  the  kingdom,  and  that 
on  the  lofs  of  that  I  {hould  feel  all  the  weieht 
of  the  latter;  to  avoid  which  I'll  take  care 
to  provide  what  Ihall  make  my  retreat  elfe- 
where  comfortable,  for  I  will  never  ftay  a 
mioment  after  I  becom>e  fubje6l  to  their  in- 
fuks ;  and  for  that  very  reafon  I  fend  my  mo- 
ney before  me  as  faft  as  I  can." 
"  Then  your  ladyfliip  (replied  the  cardinal) 
is  refolved  on  going  to  England !  " 
"  Moft  certainly;  (faid  fltie)  What  other 
place  could  I  expe6l  the  fame  fafety  or  fatis- 
fa6lion  in  ?  A  perfon  that  has  but  money 
enough  to  give  into  the  extravagancies  of  the 
mode  will  never  want  an  agreeable  reception 
there.  As  to  the  diiEculty  you  made  about 
going  with  me,  there  is  nothing  in  it.  There 
will  no  more  objection  be  made  to  yourcha-. 
racier  than  to  mine.  As  foon  as  the  novel- 
ty is  worn  of}',  we  fhall  pafs  as  unnoticed  as 
we  can  wifh,  and  meet  as  much  refpedl  as 
we   can   pay   for.     The  pope   himfelf,    fo- 

'*  lemnly 
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^'  lemnly  as  he  is  abjured,  would  find  a  wej-  . 
^  come  in  England  for  his  money  ;  fo  thnt  you 
**  need  not  be  fo  delicate  and  timorous,     it  is 
'^  but  laying  afide  your  red  hat,   and  you  need 
*'  apprehend  nothing." 

"  Your  ladyfliip  (anfwercd  the  cardinal,  vAio 
*'  did  not  much  tike  the  manner  in  which  file 
*'  fpoke  thefe  lafi  words)  cannot  think  that  I 
*■'  fnould  make  any  ditficnlty  of  following  you 
"  to  the  remolcfl  part  of  the  world.  The  hap- 
"  pi^efs  I  enjoy  in  your  favour  cxceedi  every 
'*  other  confideration.  As  to  thofc  people  v.'ho 
"  have  been  with  you  this  morrnng,  is  it  your 
'■'  plcafure  that  I  thould  niciition  tiiem  to  the 
*'  king ;  or  will  your  ladylhlp  rather  do  it  ycur- 
"  felf  ?  Thofe  I  mean  whom  the  importance  of 
*'  the  employments  which  you  defign  them  for 
*'  makes  it  necefiary  to  obferve  fuch  caution 
*'  about.  There  will  be  o-reat  murmuring;  at 
"  their  promotion  among  the  nobility,  who 
*'  have  applied  for  thofe  commands." 

"  Let  them  murmur  on ;  ( replied  fhe  haugh- 
"  tily)  I  defpife  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
"  fay  or  do  !  Til  humble  their  pride,  byfhcw- 
"  ing  them  how  little  I  regard  them.  I  made 
*'  the  duke  wait  fo  long  to-day,  to  let.  him  fee 
"  that  his  fon's  marrying  my  relation  gave  him 
*'  no  confequence  with  me.  As  to  this  ailair, 
*'  I'll  fpeak  to  the  king  myfelf,  for  form-fake ; 
"  but  you  may  order  their  fevcral  commiiTions 
"  to  be  got  ready  in  the  mean  time."   ' 

"  Really,  (returned  the  cardinal)  I  think 
"  you  gave  his  grace  fufficient  reafon,  even 
"  after     he    was    admitted,    to    fee   that  vou' 

held  him  not  in  very  high  rcij^edl.    Buth-ow 
L  4  "came 
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*^  came  you  not  to  fee  the  bifhop  ?     Had  he 

^*  any  particular  burmefs  ?" 

**•  Bufinefs  !  (faid  her  ladvfii^p,  after  a  loud^ 
*^  laugh)  Yes;  and  that  no  lefs  than  a  cardi- 
**  nal's  hat,  I  afliire  you.  Bccaufe  I  got  yoii. 
*'  one  for  garteriiig  my  ftockings,  he  founds 
*»*  his  pretenfions  on  buckling  my  flioes.  Hah  ! 
*^  hah  !  hah  !  It  ii>  true  he  offers  fair.  He  un~ 
*'  dertakes  to  be  either  for  or  ijgainft  the  Je- 
'*  fults,  for  or  againfl  tht  cc?ifi'itutiQ?2  ^  infliort,. 
*'  any  thing,  or  every  thing  I  pleafe,.  now,  of 
"'"  at  any  other  tirne/^ 

*'  Pious  prelate  !  (added  the  cardinal,  after 
^^  he  had  joined  in  the  laugh)  He  has  a  moil: 
**  convenient  confcience,  and  canj.ot  fail  to 
''  rife  In  the  church.  I  prefume  you  have  not 
*'  rejected  fo  ample  offers." 

**  I  am  not  refolved  about  him  yetj  (re- 
^'  plied  ihe)  I  muff  try  his  patience  here  firft 
**  for  a  while.  When  I  have  broken  him  fuf- 
**  ficiently  by  attendance,,  I'll  then  conlider 
''  whether  it  is  proper  to  gratify  his  ambition, 
"  pr  give  him  a  refufal." 

Their  political  conference  was  broken  off 
here,  by  one  of  a  fofter  nature.  The  cardinal 
v/as  too  gallant  not  to  dedicate  fome  part  of  his 
private  audience  to  love,  and  her  iadyfhip  too 
tender  to  refufe  his  addreffes.  After  fome  time 
fpent  in  dalliance,  the  cardinal  recollediei  that 
the  king  was  by  that  time  returned  from  hunt- 
ing, and  accordingly  haftened  away  to  wait 
upon  him;  while  her  Iadyfhip  prepared  to  re- 
ceive the  vifit  which  his  m:ajeffy  never  failed 
to  pay  her  every  day. 

CHAP. 
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A  curious^  though  net  an  uncommon  ptflure.  Phy^; 
a  trout  properly^  and  you  II  catch  It,  Thefafr.- 
clnation  of  eafe»  . 

IT  was  not, very  long  before  the  king  arrived.. . 
From  the  nature  of  their  conne6lion  I  ex-. 
pedled  that  their  meeting  would  be  attended 
with  the  warmeft  expreffions  of  paflion  ;  but 
there  appeared  no  traces  of  any  fuch  thing  bcr 
tween  them*  The  king  entered  her  apart^ient 
with  a  Hillefb,  indifferent  aTr,  as  if  he, knew 
not  what  elfe  to  do  with  himfelf ;  and,  loiiihg; 
into  a  chair,  fcarce  returned  any  anfwer  to  lie'r 
enquiries  after  his  health;  which  {he  alfo  ex- 
prcffed  with  the  coolnefs  of  compliment  aiitl  ; 
v/ords  of  courfe. 

When  he  had  fat,  or  rather  doiaed  thus  for  - 
fome  time,  in  a  kind  of  fufpenfion  of  thought,  . 
he  feenied  as  it  were  to  awake,  and  turning  to  j- 
his  miftrefs,  gave  her  an  account  of , his  mbrii-',. 
ing's  fport,  as  particularly  as  if  fhe  underftoo(I:" 
it  as  well  as  himfelf;  while  fhe  liflened  tohi'ih  '- 
with  the  greateft  attention  and  appearance  of 
pleafure,  afkirig  him  every  now  and  thenfucK, 
-queftions  as  fliould  lead  him  to  repeat  thofe, 
paflages  in  which  (h^  faw  he  took  "the.  mojftj j- 
de]i£:ht.  y^     <,    .  ,'  ,^ 

Wheh  his  fpifits  were  fomev/Iiat  ra Iic.4.  in^f 
this  manner,  and  the  lady  thought  him  !n*a  • 
proper  humour  for  her  purpofe,  ihe  artfufly 

L,  .5  turned  J 
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turned  the  converfatlon  upon  bufiners.  "  I 
"  hope  (faid  flie,  as  if  carelefly  and  only  from 
**  common  curiofity)  that  your  majefty  has  re*- 
♦'  ceived  agreeable  accounts  from  your  armies 
''  this  morning.  I  hear  there  are  exprefies  ar- 
*'  rived." 

*'  Aye  1  (anfwered  he)  fo  the  cardinal  ia* 
^  formed  me  ;  but  I  fuppofe  they  have  brought 
*'  nothing  material,  as  he  faid  no  more." 

*'  I  cannot  help  thinking  it  very  ftrange, 
.^*  (continued  (he)  that  fuch  powerful  armies  as 
"  your  majefty  fends  into  the  field  do  not  bear 
"  down  all  before  them.  Your  enemies  arcj 
"  no  way  able  to  cppofe  them  with,  equal  force-. 
**  I  fhould  fear  that  there  muft  be  a  fault  fome- 

'*  where." Then  obferving  tliat  he  feemed 

to  liften  to  her  with  fome  attention,  "  Is  your 
'^  majefty  certain  (continued  fhe)  that  the  ge- 
*'  nerals  to  whom  you  intruft  the  conduct  of 
>'  your  armies  are  equal  to  the  charge,  or  at 
**  leaft  that  they  do  not  protract  the  war,  for 
*'  the  fake  of  continuing  in  their  commands? 
■  *'  Some  thing  or  other  muft  be  the  reafon  of 
,*»it." 

i ,.  "  Why,  yes  !  (replied  the  king)  I  have  of*- 
*'  ten  thought  fo  myfelf  j  and  therefore  I  be^ 
*'  lieve  rii  even  make  a  peace,  and  fo  have 
**  done  with  them  all." 

*'  A  peace  !  (exclaimed  ftie  fuddenly,  equal- 
*•' ly  furprired  and  alarmed  at  the  word)  I  did 
**  net  know  that  your  majefty  had  any  thoughts 
**  of  peace  ;  to  be  fure,  it  is  moft  defireable: — 
*'  on  proper  terms." 

"  1  can't  fay  (returned  he)  that  I  fhould- 
**  have  any  thought  of  the  kind  in  the  prefent 
^^  fituation.  gf  afeirsj  if  fg.many  mifcarriages 

*'di<^ 
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''  did  not  in  a  manner  force  me  to  it.  It  is 
"  very  difagreeablc  to  be  difappointed  in  all  my 
*'  great  uefigns,  and  tha-t  after  fo  vait  an  eJv- 
*"'  pence  of  blood  and  treafure." 

"  Difappointed  !  (returned  her  ladyflilp,  who 
^'  now  toolc  her  cue)  Your  majefty  can  never 
"  be  difappointed  in  any  defign,  till  jou  arc 
"  pleafed  to  drop  it.  Inferior  princes,  .  who 
*'  want  power  to  execute  their  will,  may  he 
"  difappoiiited ;    but  not   a   monarch,    whofc 

*'  word  is  a  law  to  millions." Then  rai- 

fmg  her  voice,  and  afluming  an  air  of  .indig- 
nation, "  A  peace  !  No  1  (continued  flie)  Youi 
"  majelly  will  never  think  of  a  peace,  till  you? 
^^  enemies  are  brought  to  beg  it  on  their  knoc^. 
"  It  were, beneath. the  dignity  of  yourcro,wn, 
'*  and. a  Icflening  of  your  own  honour.  As  for 
*'  the  trifling  fucccfles,  which  have  dejected 
*'  fome  of  your  own  fubje<5ls  as  i^iuch  ;^§  they 
*'  have  elevated  the  infoknce  of  your  enemies, 
"  one  campaign,  properly  condudled,  wiil.ef- 
"  fetSlually  rcverfe  them.  Shall  it  be  faid  th;if 
"  the  mighty  kinf^dom  of  France,  governed  by 
/'  a  prince  equally  the  delight  of  his  peophyand 
^'  the  terror  of  his  foes,  was  obliged  to  receive 
*'  the  law  from  a  few  rhechanic  iflanders,?^v 

"  But. what  can  be  done  to  prevent  it?  (.il^id 
*'  he,  rouzed  from  his  lethargy  by  the.fpirit^d 
"  manner. in 'which  j[hc  fpoke)    They  tqll'rne, 

m-y,. re  venues  are-  c[.Uite  "exhauiled, .  ;artd 

fubjeifls  crying  out' for  peace;"  ,,' 

*'  Who-  tells  your  majefly  fo  ?   (anfwered  Hic) 

*'  A  daftardly,  flbthful  fet,^.who,-  regardle.^  M' 

,"  your  glory,  .think  of,  nothing  bur  enjoying 

."in    luxurious    eafc   the  fortitnes   they  i^al'-e 

^'  ainuffcd  by  every  iniquitous  means.  The  t'^ve- 

L  6  '  *'  nucj 


*'  that 
«'  my  1 


2^8       THE     REVERIE. 

"  nues  of  a  king  of  FraiK:e  can  never  be  ex*«- 
^'  haufted, while  his  fubjedls  have  a  penny  left,. 
*'  All  the  wealth  in  your  kingdom  is  yours* . 
^'  You  are  not  obliged  to  beg  from  your  peo- 
*'  pie,   as  the  king  of  England  does.     As  td 
*  •  their  feditious  cries  for  peace,,  if  your  majef-' 
*^  ty  was  to  pay  attention  to  them,  you  would 
""  never  carry  on  a  war;    and  for  their  wants,  . 
*^  they  are  all   feigned.      Look  around  youf 
''  court,    look  at  thofe  very  people  (traitors  I 
*' had   almoft  called  them)  who  tell  you  fuch - 
*^  ftories,  and  fee  whether  any  thing  like  want . 
*^  appears    about  them.     Perhaps    they  mean 
*^  that  the  populace  is  diflatlsfied,  becaufe  they 
**  cannot  live  in  fuch  luxury  as  they  do  them-. 
*'  feives.     If  they  really  do  want,  why  do  not' 
*^  their  compafijonate  advocates  afiift  them  out 
*'  of  thein  abundance,  without  applying  to  your 
•■*  majefty  ?  Are  you  only  to  fufFer  for  the  wants 
*'  of  the  people?    Mufl  your  glory,  your  ho- 
*'  nour  be  given  up,  to  fave  tlie  fuperfluous  , 
'^  wealih  of  ycur  nobles  ?   The  very  thought  is 
**  treafon ;  and  no  loyal  fubject  would  harbour 
**  il.hiaifelf,  much  lefs  prefume  to  fuggeft  it 
**  to  your  majcfly.     Every  one  who  mentions 
^'  peace  till  your  enemies  are  humbled,  and  all 
'S  your  great  defigns  accomplifhed,  is  a  traitor  . 
**  to  your  intereft  and  glory." 

"  But  if  I  continue  the  war,  (faid  the  king) 
**  how  can  I  be  fure  af  better  fuccefs  than  I 
*^  have  met  hitherto  ?  " 

*'  Change  the  perfons.  who  haye  the  conduft 
'*  of  the  war,  (anfwered  her  ladyfhip,  who  had 
"  now  drawn  hin^  to  the  point  (he  wanted)  and 
*'  never  doubt  of  the  fuccefs.  You  have  hi- 
*^  therto  employed  the  nobility,  who  look  up- 

5-,  "'-^^ 
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^*' an  the  command  of  fleets  and  armies  as  their 
**:  birth-right,  and  confequently  takfe  no  pains 
**  to  acquire  that  military  knowledge  which. 
**> alone  gives  a  jiiit  title  to  command,  and 
**  promifes  fuccefs  ;  but  upon  any  misfortunes, 
"  though  evidently  occafioned  by  their  own  er- 
'*  rors,  grow  weary  of  the  war,  and  adyife 
"  peace.  I  would  remove  them  al),  and  em- 
'*  ploy  only  thofe  who  have  given  inftances  of 
"  merit  equal  to  fuch  a  truft3  and  who,  havinc- 
''  no  dependance  but  upon  your  majefty's  fa- 
**  your,  (l^all  omit, nothing  pofTible  to  obtain 
**  it ;  npr,  .when  therr  own  ambition  is  iatis- 
"  lied,  infolently  prefume  to  advife  your  ma-  . 
*'  je{>y  to  facrifice  ycur  glory  to  their  eafe."      . 

"But  where  (replied'he)  fliall  I   find  fuch^i 
*'  pcrfons?  I  know  of  none." 

"  There  are  enough,  (returned  fhe)  if  your 
**  majefty  pleafes  to  make  ufe  of  their  fervice,. 
*'  I  myfelf  could  at  this  very  timemame  both  a 
'^general  and  an  admiral,  for  whofc  fuccefs  I 
'*^  would  be  fecurity  to  your  majedy  :  and  as  Ao 
**  your  revenues  being  ejchauftcd,    and  yoiii',- 
"  parliament  uneafy,  ,  I  have  juft  now  been. 
"  talking  with  a  counfellor  who  undertakes  Jo . 
"  make  the  latter  as  implicitely  fub'rniiTive  to,, 
'^  your  will  as  you  can  delire  :  as  I  alfo  kno.^/)5>- 
*^  a  farmer,  who  will  make  no  excufes  of  the 
**  people's    incapacity  to  pay   your    majefty's . 
*^>  taxes.    All  the  difficulties  which  thofe  peace- . 
'^  makers  talk  fo  much  of  dre  owing  folely  to  . 
'^  their  own   mirmahagement ;    and^they  are  ;- 
"unfaithful  fervants,  who  make*. fo  Oiqny pt-i. 
*<  ftacles  to  obeying  your  cornm^ri/^s.  "  When> 
**  the  proud  liazy  nobles  fe6  ^ha^j^'j^bu  6an..le.. 
'^  better  fervcd  without  therri,  their"  iiifolence 

"  will  ; 
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-**  will  be  humbled,  and  they  will  ftrive  ta-me- 
''^  rit  the  employments  which  now  they  in- a 
*'  manner  demand  as  their  due.'* 
,  "  Well  I  ( faid  the  king,  who  was  now 
"  worked  up  to  the  proper  pitch)  Be  it  To 
"  then  !  Let  thofe  people  whom  you  fpeak  of 
^^  be  employed.  I.  am  refolved  I  will  hear  no 
*'  more  of  peace,  till  I  have  accompliihed  my 
''  defigns.  I  will  not  fubmit  my  will  to  their's, 
**  nor  poflponc  my.  glory  to  fuch  mean  confi- 

**  derations." Then,  rifmg  from  his  chair 

in  a  heat,  he  exprefled,  feveral  fentiments  of 
magnanimity  and  heroifm,  as  he  walked  about 
the  room,  till,  cooling  from  his  paiiion,  he 
funk  into  his  former  ferenity,  and,  returning 
to  his  chair,  took  a  nap,  to  dream  of  conquefls 
aitd  glory,  and  compofe  his  fpirits  for  his  din- 
ner J  while  his  miftrefs  difpatched  a  billet  to 
the  cardinal,  to  let  him  know  that  {he  had  fet- 
tled every  thing,  and  he  might  give  their  fe- 
veral  commiiTions  to  the  perfons  fhe  had  ap- 
pointed in  the  morning. 

''  By  what  defpicable  agents-  (faid  I  to  my- 
"  fclf,  turning  away  in  difgull)  does  Heaven 
"  Y^ork  the  mofl  dreadful  events  !  How  weak 
*"*•  is  the  thread  by  which  a  mighty  people  are 
"  guided  !  At  length  I  fee  the  myftery  of  fa- 
*^  vouritifm.  To  leave  the  mind  abfolutely-at 
"  eafc,  watch  its  ruling  pailions,  and,  withowt 
"  feeming  to  have  any  thing  elfe  in  view,  art- 
"  fully  fu ggcft  the  objects  of  one's  own  de- 
"  figns,  as  the  means  of  their  gratification. 
"  My  foul  is  fitk  of  vice  and  folly.  I'll  feek 
*'  relief  in  that  happy  land  where  a  free  pco- 
'*  pie  is  governed  by.  a  king  who  is  himfe4f 
"  free^  before  fuch  manifold  abufes  of  the  blef- 

"  fmgs- 
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<'  fmgs  of  Heaven,  as  have  for  fome  time  en~ 
"  grofled  my  attention,  make  me  hate  my  own 

''  nature,   and  abjure  the  name  of  man." 

Saying  this,  I  w:Jhfd  my klf  dhc^ly  into-Eng- 
land. 

CHAP.     XV. 

T/;>  feene  changed.  A  plcafing  projpe^  fuddcnlf . 
o'ver-cajU  An  eafy  way  to  get  rid  of  a  wraiig-^ 
kr^  zuith  a  conifor table plaifitr  for  a  broken  headi. 
He  that  throws-  dirt  nlways- fouls  his  fingers. 

N  my  arrival  in  England,  I  found  niyfelf 
near  the  feat  of  a  nobleman  of  th^'firft 
rank,  in  that  part  of  the  ifland  which  lay  next 
to  France,  not  having  thought  of  any  particur 
lar  place  when  I  ic{/6t^  my felf  from  thence. 

The  largenefs  of  the  hcufe,  and  the  flouri/h- 
ino-  condition  of  the  cxtenfive  demefne  around: 
it,  fhcwcd  the  wealth  of  the  owner,  as  the 
fmile  of  content  on  the  faces  of  his  tenants 
proved  his  generofity  and.  juftice.  Induilry 
procured  plenty,  and  liberty  fweetened  at  the 
lame  time  that  it  fecured  enjoyment. 

Struck  with  the  contrafi:  between  this,  and 
the  fcenes  I  had  lately  feen,  I  fhai'cd  fympathc- 
tically  in  the  general  joy  ;  and  in  the  honeft 
pride  of  my  heart. refolved  to  pleafe  myfelf  with 
taking  a  more  particular  view  of  the  man  whofe 
virtues  diffufed  fuch  happinefs  around  him.  But 
what  was  my  furprize  and  difappointment,  to 
iind  the  profpe6l  overcafi:  where  I  expe£ted  to 
have  fecn  it  brightclt !    In  his  oy/n  family,  and 

where 
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where  hi&  more  immediate  prefence  ftiould  have 
operated  with  the  greateft  force,  ambition  had 
b^nifhed  harmony,  and  poifoned  every  bread 
with  animofity  and  rancour.  . 

The  flames  of  this  difTention,  which  had  long 
bfeen  fmothered,  burft  out  with  the  moft  ri- 
diculous violence^  juft  at  the  time  I  entered. 
Though  fuch  a  domeftic  fcene  as  this  was  a 
defcent  from  thofe  great  ones  which  I  had 
lately  been  engaged  in  obferving;  yet,  as  it 
difplayed  the  inconfiftency  of  the  human  heart . 
in  a  new  light,  I  thought  it  merited  my  atten- 
tion. 

The  occafion  of  the  breach  was  this  :  One  , 
of  the  lord's  agents,  who,  by  the  a(5liv.ity  and 
fanguinefs  of  his  temper,  had  in  a  manner  en- 
^rofied  the  whole  management  of  his  mafter's 
affairs,  had  itaken  it  in  his  head  to  go  to  law 
with  one  of  the  principal  gentlemen  in  the 
neighbourhood,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  he 
intended  to  take  the.  part  of  ii  coufm  of  his, 
with  v/hom  his,  lordfhip  had  had  a  long  fuit 
for  encroaching  upon  his  fide  of  the  common. 

The  agent  had  conduced  this  fuit  with  equal 
judgment  and  fuccefs,  and  at  a  very  great  ex- 
pence,  for  it  was  not  his  difpofition  to  fl-arve 
any  caufe  he  took  in  hand,  foiled  his  adverfa- 
ry  in  all  his  attempts,  and  not  only  recovered 
from  him  the  places  he  had  unjuflly  pofleffed 
himfelf  of,  but  alfo  obtained  feveral  decrees  for 
cofts,  by  which  he  turned  him  out  of  fo  many 
other  parts  of  his  eftate,  that  he  had  not  left 
him  a  penny  to  fee  an  attorney  to  carry  on  the 
fuit  anv  longer,  though  his  proud  and  litigious 
temper  would  not  permit  him  to  give  it  up. 

Matters 
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Matters  were  in  this  fituation,  when  the 
agent  propored  filing  a  bill  directly  againd' 
the  coufin,  who  (he  faid  he  had  received  un- 
doubted intelligence)  had  entered  into  a  pri- 
vate agreement  with  the'other  to  fupply  him 
with  nionev  to.  q;o  on  wit'i  liis  law-fuit,  and' 
amft  him  alTo  with  his  intercfl:  to  recover 
his  lofTcs.  This  was  a  direct  breach  of  a 
former  agreement  between  him  and  his  lord- 
ililp,  by  which  he  had  obliged  himfelf  not  to 
mCddle  in  the  difpute  at  all  j  the  agent  was  for 
falling  upon  him  without  any  ceremony,  al> 
kdging,  that  it  was  much  better  to  be  plaintiff 
than  defendant  in  any  fuit ;  as  nmft  certainly 
be  their  cafe  if  they  were  not  before-hand  v^^ith 
the  other,  who  was  at  that  very  time  preparing 
to  attack  them,  as  appeared  by  feveral  late  imr 
fiances  of  his  behaviour. 

To  this  propofal  his  lordfhip  did  not  think 
proper  to  give  a  determinate  anfwcr,  till  he 
fhould  confult  with  the  reft  of  his  tenants  and 
fervants ;  as,  by  their  leafes,  they  were  all  bound 
to  defray  the  expences  of  any  fuits  which  were 
far  the  general  good  of  the  ellate^  But  when 
the  agent  acquainted  them  with  his  defign,. 
though  he  fupported  it  with  very  ftrong  rea- 
fons,  and  which  in  the  fequel  proved  to  be  well' 
founded,  they  were  all  of  a  different  opinion, 
and  faid,  it  would  be  very  imprudent  to  en- 
tangle themfelves  in  a  new  difpute  before  they 
_  were  out  of  tlie  old,  efpecially  as  they  were  al- 
ready at  a  greater  expence  than  they  could  well 
bear. 

The  agent,  whofe  temper  was  too  warm  to 
brook,  oppofition,  without  any  refpect  to  his 
inalkr's  prefence,  flew  into  a  violent  pailion, 

audi 
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and  called  them  a  parcel  of  poor-fpirited  trim- 
ming fellows,  who  v/ould  lofe  a  pound  to  favc 
a  penny.  They  were  not  behind-hand  with 
him  in  abufe,  but  faid,  that  he  was  a  hot- 
headed beggarly  upftart,  who,  having  no  for- 
tune of  his  own  to  lofe,  cared  not  what  ex- 
pence  or  danger  he  drew  others  into. 

The  lord  thought  it  but  juft,  in  fuch  a  cafe: 
as  this,  to  follow  the  opinion  of  the  majority, 
and  therefore  reje6ted  the  agent's  propoial. 
But  he  did  not  give  k  up  on  that  account ;  but 
refolved  to  try  another  method,  bv  which  he 
did  not  doubt  of  carrying  his  point.  The 
great  fuccefs  with  which  he  had  managed  his 
mafler's  bufinefs,  ever  fmce  he  had  been  em- 
ployed, had  made  him  fuch  a  favourite  with, 
the  tenants,  and  given  him  befide  fo  great  a 
confequence  in  his  own  eyes,  that  he  thought 
his  lordfliip  could  not  do  without  him,  and 
would  therefore  fubmit  to  any  thing  rather 
than  part  with  him.  Full  of  this  opinion,  he 
went  to  him  next  morning,  and  giving  him  Up 
his  keys,  in  a  kind  of  pet,  told  him,  he  was 
forry  he  could  not  fcrve  his  lordlhip  any  lon- 
ger, as  he  thought  proper  to  prefer  other  peo- 
ple's advice  to  his. 

His  lordfhip,  as  if  he  had  been  prepared 
for  the  thing,  received  the  keys  very  calm- 
ly, and  telling  him  he  was  alfo  forry  to 
lofe  fo  good  an  agent,  difmifTed  him  moft  po- 
litely, with  thanks  for  his  pad:  ferviees. 

This  was  a  ftroke  the  other  was  not  pre- 
pared for.  He  flood  thunder-flruck  for  fom2 
moments  •,  then,  burfting  into  a  flood  of  tears, 
killed  his  lordfhip's  hand  paiTionately,  and, 
declaring  himfclf  overcome  by  fuch  goodnefs^, 

f?id,. 
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laid,  he  was  ready  to  fpciid  the  laft  hour  of  his 
life  in  the  fervice  of  fo  kind  a  matter.  The 
confequencc  of  this  he  thought  would  have 
been,  that  his  lordfhip  would  directly* return 
him  his  keys,  and  rc-inftate  him  in  his  employ- 
ment, for  he  was  far  enough  fron-Kiefigning  to 
refign  it ;  but  he  found  himftlf  difappointed  m 
this  alfo.  The  lord,  much  as  he  valued  him 
for  his  abilities  and  honeftv,  both  of  which 
were  unqucltionablc,  had  for  fome  time  felt 
the  warmth  of  his  temper,  not  without  unca.- 
[mcCs^  and  was  glad  of  fo  fair  an  opportunity 
of  getting  rid  of  a  fervant  who  had  fliewed  on 
many  occafion,  as  well  as  t?his,  that  he  meatvt 
to  be  matter ;  not  doubting  but  he  had  others 
in  his  family  capable  of  managing  his  affairs 
with  equal  fidelity  and  judgment. 

The  fituation  of  the  late  agent  on  this  oc- 
cafion may  be  eafily  conceived.  He  retired  to 
his  own  houfe,  and  throwing  himfelf  on  his 
bed,  gave  his  mind  up  to  the  moft  mortifying 
refledions.  But  what  he  felt  from  his  own 
thoughts  was  nothing  to  the  vexation  he  re- 
ceived from  others.  Such  an  affair  could  not 
in  the  nature  of  things  be  long  kept  a  fecret. 
The  moment  it  came  to  the  ears  of  his  rela- 
tions, and  dependants,  that  he  had  lofl  his 
employment,  they  all  flocked  about  him,  croak- 
ing like  fo  many  ravens  about  a  carrion;  fome 
of  them  afking  impertinent  quettions,  others 
giving  abfurd  advice  ;  this  upbraiding  him  with 
his  raflmefs,  that  accufmg  his  matter  of  ingra- 
titude ;  and  all  lamenting  the  difappointment 
of  the  hopes  they  had  built  on  his  favour,  till 
their  noife  and  nonfenfe  quite  turned  the  poor 
man's  head  3    the  confequence  of  which  was, 

that 
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that  in  his  delrrlum  he  wrote  a  letter  to  tlW 
dark  of  the  parifh,  which  he  was  to  read  at  the 
veftry,  giving  as  a  reafon  for  his  throwing  up 
Siis  employment,  that  his  lordfhip  truly  would 
no  longer -fubmit  to  be  guided  by  him ;  and 
therefore  he  did  not  think  it  proper  to  ferve 
him  any  longer. 

This  cfFedually  clinched  the  affair.  If  his 
mafter  had  even  been  inclined  to  over-look 
what  had  pafTed,  and  take  him  into  his  fervice 
again,  the  folly  and  infolence  of  this  letter  put 
it  out  of  his  power;  as  it  would  have  been 
plainly  acknowledging,  that  he  refigned  him- 
felf  abfolutcly  to  his  guidance. 

The  late  agent's  enemies  did  not  fail  to  ex- 
aggerate this  unaccountable  conduct  in  the 
moft  malicious  manner ;  but  his  lord  viewed 
it  in  another  light,  and  juftl)  imputing  it  to 
madnefs,  not  only  took  no  notice  of  it,  but 
alfo,  to  '-nmfort  him  in  his  diftrefs,  generoufly 
gzve  V.  .  i  an  annuity  fufHcient  to  fupport  him 
in  t'  ank  of  a  gentleman,  cxprefsly  as  a  re- 
war'  xX)r  his  paft  fervices;  and  wrote  a  letter 
with  his  ov/n  hand  to  his  wife,  wiio  was  an^ 
high-fpirited  dame,  and  came  from  a  good  fa- 
mily, in  which  he  foothed  her  vanity,  by  pay- 
ing her  the  compliment  of  calling  her  a  lady. 

Though  this  a6l  of  bounty  proceeded  mecrly 
from  the  generofity  of  his  lordihip's  heart,  the 
enemies  of  the  late  agent  gave  it  a  very  diffe- 
rent turn.  The  fucccfs  which  the  latter  had 
had  in  his  bufinefs,  and  his  fan2;'!ir:e  profef- 
fions  of  regard  for  the  intereft  of  the  tenants,  . 
had  won  him  their  confidence  and  favour  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  thy  immediately  looked 
upon  his  giving  up  his  employment  as  a  fign 
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that  there  were  fome  fchemes  to  their  difad- 
vantage  in  meditation,  which  he  would  not* 
join  in;  and,  coniequently,  that  their  interefts 
would  be  betrayed,  and  the  law-fuit  which  he 
had  conducted  with  fo  much  credit,  and 
brought  almoft  to  an  happy  conclufion,  at 
io  great  an  expence,  patched  up  m  a  paul- 
try  manner,  and  all  the  money  loft. 

To  leflen  him,  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  populace,  was  confidered  as  the  mod:  effec- 
tual method  to  flop  their  clamors,  and  difable 
him  from  making  mifchief  between  them  and 
his  lordftiip's  fervants.  For  this  purpofe,  to 
make  the  news  of  his  having  got  the  annuity  - 
foon  enough  and  fufficiently  known,  the  town- 
crier  proclaimed  it  at  the  market-crofs  -,  and  it 
was  immediately  infinuated,  with  the  greateft 
induftry,  that  it  was  the  price  of  his  boafted 
regard  to  the  tenants ;  that  he  had  fold  his  in- 
fluence over  them,  and  engaged  to  make  them 
approve  any  meafures  his  lordfhip  pleafed, 
however  contrary  to  their  intereft  and  honour. 

But  though  this  ruined  his  confcquence,  it 
was  far  from  having  all  the  efte6l  that  v/as  ex- 
pelled. The  tenants  feemed  refolved  to  think 
that  their  intereft  was  to  be  facrificed,  becaufe 
the  pcrfon  who  fucceeded  to  the  management 
of  his  lordfhip's  bufmefs  was'  not  immediately 
ot'  their  own  chufmg ;  and  therefore,  inftead 
of  mindino;  their  work,  and  p-oine  to  nloup-h 
and  cart,  as  they  ought  to  do,  they  fpent  their 
time  tippling  in  alc-houfes,  and  railing  at  the 
new  agent,  even  before  he  had  time  to  do  any 
thing  that  fhould  fiiew  whether  he  was  capable 
of  the  bufmefs  or  not ;  and  for  fear  this  humour 
Ihould  CQol,  fome  mifchief-making  folks  hired' 

-a  oack 
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a  pack  of  ballad-fingers,  to  go  about  the  ftrects 
finging  black-guftrd  fongs  of"  the  agent  and  all 
his  friends  ;  who,  to  return  the  compiiment,- 
got  as  fcurrilous  a  crew  as  the  others,  who 
threw  dirt  and  called  foul  names  as  fail  as  the}^, 
for  their  lives  :  fo  that  the  whole  viljage  was 
in  an  uproar,  and  any  ftrangcr,  who  flionld 
have  heard  both  {ides,  miifl  have  concluded, 
that  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  parifli  who 
was  not  a  beggarly,  loufy,  lying,  pick-pocket, 
•va2;abOnd,  cheat,  and  fcoundrel. 

C  H  A  P.     XVL 

A  receipt  for  popularity.  Turn  a  cnjl-horfe  to 
graze  on  a  common.  The  old  Jlcward  acts  the 
fccond  part  to  the  agenfs  farce.  An  hint  hy 
the  bye. 

THE  lord,  whofe  ov/n  good-nature  made 
him  wiih  to  live  in  harmony  with  all  the 
world,  was  greatly  vexed  at '  fuch  fcandalous 
wrangling  thus  under  his  nofe  -,  not  that  he 
knew  it  all  either  :  the  new  agent,  who  from 
a  long  acquaintance  had  a  particular  influence 
over  him,  let  him  hear  no  more  of  it  than  he 
thought  proper,  contriving  to  keep  every  one 
from  him  who  fhould  fay  a  word  which  he 
did  not  dictate  j  fo  that  his  lordlhip  was  made 
to  believe,  that  all  the  difturbance  and  abufe 
came  from  the  other  fide,  and  was  levelled  at 
him,  as  well  as  his  fervants. 

/  6  Thou  oh 
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Though  all  the  fervants  were  glad  of  the 
late  agent's  difgrace,  in  hopes  of  fharing  fome 
part  of  that  power  which  he  had  engrolled  fo 
entirely  to  himfelf,  that  they  were  no  more 
than  meer  cyphers  in  the  family,  the  one  who 
rejoiced  moii  openly,  was  the  old  fleward. 

He  had  been  many  years  a  faithful  fcrvant,  to 
the  beil  of  his  knowledge  and  abilities,   to  his 
lardfliip's  family;    and  though  he  was   never 
thoue;ht.to  he  io  clear-headed  or  refolute  in  the 
fnanagcmcnt  of  affairs  as  the  late  agent,  yet  he 
was  vwy  ufefid  m  fome  things.      He  had  made  ^ 
a  ronfidcrable  party  among  the  tenants,    for 
this  lord's  father,  when  he  came  firft  to  the 
cllate,  to  which  he  was  apprehenfive  of  hav- 
ino-  his  title  difputed,  by  the  generous  manner 
in  which   he  gave  his  beef  and  beer  among 
them,  for  he  was  very  well  to-pafs  in  the  world, 
and  never  failed  to  treat  the  mob  Vv^th  a  bon- 
fire and  a  barrel  of  ftingo  every  now-and-then; 
.by  which  meens  he  alfo  won  their  hearts  fo, 
that  he  had  always  a  party  among  the  parifhi- 
o-ners,  to  choofc  what  officers  he  bade  them, 
fo  that  he  was  able  to  carry  any  point  he  plea- 
fed  at  the  vcftry,  which,  to  do  him  juftice,  was 
ever  what  his  lordfliip  diredcd. 

By  this  extravagant  way  of  living,  it  is  true, 
he  had  gone  behind-Ii^nd  a  good  deal,  but  he 
never  llopt  for  that,  he  had  {fill  fomething  left ; 
and  the  ftewardfhip,  which  he  had  had  fo  long 
that  be  looked  upon  it  as  his  own,  brought 
him  in  a  good  penny  befide,  that  enabled  him 
very  well  to  live  on  at  his  old  rate. 

The  imperious  manner  in  which  the  late 
agent  behaved,  had  made  the  fleward  long 
wifh  to  be  rid  of  himj    but  he  did  not  know 

how 
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•^liow  to  bririgit  about ;  and,  efpedally  at  thk 
time,  he  would  not  even  attempt  it,  for  fear  of 
giving  any  hinderance  to  his  lord's  affairs, 
which  the  other  managed  fo  well :  but  when 
he  faw  it  thus  done  to  his  hand  he  could  not 
contain  his  joy,  but  ran  up  and  down  to  every 
fervant  in  the  houfe,  from  the  butier  to  the 
fcullion,  poking  his  nofe  in  their  faces,  and 
lliaking  hands  with  them  on  their  happy  deli- 
-verance.  Coming  among  the  reft  to  the  new 
agent,  and  addreffing  him  in  the  fame  manner, 
'*•  My  good  friend,  (returned  the  latter  dryly) 
*'  take  care.  Do  not  run  mad  with  joy  to- 
*'.clay9  nor  with  grief  to-morrow" 

The  fteward's  heart  was  too  full  to  take  no- 
tice of  this  fpeech  now,  but  he  underftood  it 
when  it  was  too  late.  I  have  obferved  that  the 
new  agent  was  in  particular  favour  with  his 
lord.  Though  getting  rid  of  that  over-bearing 
wrangler  was  a  great  point  gained,  it  was  far 
from  being  all  that  he  had  in  view.  The  fce- 
wardfhip  was  the  thing  he  had  fixed  his  heart 
upon.  It  was  the  firft  place  in  rank  in  the 
fervice.^  and,  by  the  command  of  the  cafli, 
gave  a  power  of  every  thing  to  one  v/ho  had 
fpirit  to  exert  it;  which  he  was  refolved  to  do 
to  the  utmoft  extent,  and  not  be  encroached 
upon  and  brow-beaten  by  any  under-fervant-, 
as  the  other  had  been. 

But,  though  he  w^as  fure  of  getting  the  place 
-from  his  lord  when  it  fhould  be  vacant,  the 
long  fervices  of  the  old  fte\v^ard,  and  the  inte- 
reft  which  his  hofpitality  had  acquired  him 
among  the  tenants,  from  the  wealthieft  of 
whom  he  had  alwavs  found  means  to  borrow 
any  money  his  lord  wanted,  till  the  rents  came 

in, 
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uv,  mtide  him  think  it  nccefiary  to  Jirocccd  witli 
addrefs,  in  getting  him  turned  off.  For  this 
reafon  he  paid  him  uncommon  compliments, 
and  let  him  go  on  juft  as  he  pleafed,  in  ex- 
-pecSlation  of  his  doing  fomething,  now  that  he 
was  freed  from  reftraint,  that  miaht  2:ive  a 
colour  for  removmg  him ;  but,  whether  by- 
chance  or  defign,  he  difappointed  his  fchcmes, 
and  proceeded  fo  regularly  that  he  could  take  no 
hold  of  hitn. 

This  obliged  him  to  change  his  mcafures. 
Accordingly  he  gave  orders  to  the  receivers 
under  the  lleward,  (fome  of  whom,tho'  brought 
in  by  him,  and  under  the  greatclf  obligations 
to  his  bounty,  bafcly  betrayed  him,  the  mo- 
ment they  faw  him  totter  in  his  place)  to  per- 
plex the  bufmefj;  of  his  office  as  much  as  pof- 
fible^  and  even  difpute  his  orders,  wh:ch,v  it 
was  not  do'ibted,  would  put  him  off  his  guard, 
and  make  him  give  the  advantage  that  wz'j 
fought  for  againft  him,  by  doing  fomething 
irregular,  in  his  refentment. 

'1  his  fcheme  had  the  defu-ed  cffe6^,  though 
not  precifely  in  the  manner  that  was  expec- 
ted. The  ileward,  ignorant  of  the  fnarc  laid 
for  him.,  in  the  ufual  courfeof  his  bufmefs  gave 
one  of  the  attorneys^  concerned  in  carrying  on 
the  law-fuit,  an  order  upon  the  receivers,  for 
a  fum  of  money  to  clear  off  his  bill  of  cofls. 
The  receivers,  as  they  had  been  directed,  made 
a  difficulty  of  paying  it  without  an  exprefs  or- 
der from  his  lor.dfhip.  This  ^^as  a  dired  at- 
tack upon  the  flev/ard's  authority.  He  ran 
ijiftantly  to  the  lord,  and  fputtering  out  his 
flory  as  well  as  his  paffion  would  permit  him, 
ilemanded  that" thofc  infolent  fellows  faould  be 
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Hifcharged  direOily,  or  he  could  not  do  his  ta- 
il nefs  any  longer. 

The  lord,  -who  by  the  bye  was  prepared  for 
this  fecond  part  of  the  agent's  farce,  anfwered 
him  carelefsiy,  that  he  was  forry  to  lofe  fo  old 
a  fervant ;  and,  turning  about,  walked  away, 
huniminp^  a  tune.  The  lleward,  who  had  lived 
in  a  kind  of  familiarity  with  the  late  lord,  could 
not  bear  fuch  a  flight-,  he  left  the  room  di- 
reilly,  and  ran  about  the  whole  houfc,  telling 
every  one  he  met  how  ill  his  lordfhip  had  ufed 
him. 

But  he  foon  found  that  he  had  more  caufe  of 
complaint  than  he  knew  of;  for  the  very  next 
morning  his  letter  of  attorney  was  fuperfeded, 
and  the  llewardfhip  given  to  the  new  agent, 
who  thus  got  the  whole  bufmefs  into  his  own 
hands,  having  put  a  creature  of  his  own  into 
the  agency,  vvho  dared  not  to  difobey  his  or- 
ders in  any  thing. 

It  is  hot  eafy  to  defcribe  the  old  fleward's 
:a({:onIfliment  at  fuch  an  unexpected  ftrokc. 
However,  he  preferved  the  dignity  of  his  cha- 
rn<Ster  miuch  better  than  the  late  agent  had 
done  J  for  when  he  waited  upon  his  lordfhip, 
to  give  him  up  his  keys.  Sic.  he  made  no  mean 
attempts  to  recover  his  favour  and  keep  his 
place  ;  ^nd  when  the  lord,  in  the  goodnefs  of 
his  heart,  offered  him  an  annuity  alfo,  being 
unwilling  that  he  fhould  want  in  his  old  days, 
he  rafufed  it  with  dlfdain,  declaring  it  fhould 
jiever  be  faid,  "  that  old  True-penny^  who  had 
'"  fpcnt  fo  many  pounds  in  good  beef  and  flrong 
*'  beer,  in  his  lordfhip's  fervice,  was  glad  to 
^^  take  up  with  a  paultry  annuity  at  lafl." 

Such 
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Such  a  return  for  his  labour  and  expence 
fliould  have  been  fufficient  to  open  his  eyes  to 
the  folly  he  had  been  fo  long  guilty  of,  and 
have  taught  him  to  live  frugally  and  quietly  the 
remainder  of  his  days  ;  but  the  habit  had  taken 
too  faft  hold  on  hiin  to  be  ever  fhaken  off* 
The  moment  he  went  home  to  his  own  houfc, 
he  gathered  all  his  old  pot-companions  and 
trencher-friends  about  him,  and  fell  to  carouf- 
ing  as  ufual,  flattering  himfclf  with  a  foolifh 
hope,  that  the^  would  ftand  fo  firmly  by  him 
at  the  next  veftry,  that  his  lord  (hould  not  be 
able  to  have  his  bufinefs  done,  and  therefore 
mud  be  glad  to  give  him  his  place  again. 

While  he  fquandercd  2.\va.y  the  remains  of 
his  fubftance  in  this  idle  manner,  and  his  new 
friend  the  late  agent  (for  fociety  indifgracehad 
united  them)  fat  brocding  over  his  refentment, 
and  meditating  fchemes  of  revenge,  the  new 
'teward  was  far  from  enjoying  his  triumph  in 
happinefs.  The  fall  of  his  predcccflor,  whc» 
had  fo  lono-  thought  himfelf  as  firmly  fixed  as 
jnan  could  be,  was  a  warning  to  him ;  and 
tliough  he  took  all  poiTible  care  to  fecure  him- 
fclf, by  filling  every  place  in  the  fiur.ily,  dowR 
to  the  very  liable-boy,  with  his  dependants, 
and  letting  no  body,  as  I  have  cbferved  be- 
fore, come  rear  his  lord,  who  he  was  not  fa- 
tisficd  was  abfolutely  in  his  intereii:,  yet  his 
fears  every  moment  formed  new  dangers  to 
torment  him ;  and  he  could  not  fee  his  lord 
fmile  upon  the  mofi:  devoted  friend  he  had  in 
the  world,  without  feeling  a  iealoufvof  havin^;- 
his  own  arts  played  upon  himfelf,  and  being 
fupplanted  in  his  turn^as  he  had  fupplanted  the 
others, 
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However  groundlcfs  thefe  fears  were  at  firff, 
they  foon  threatened  to  realize  the  dangers 
which  were  only  of  their  own  creation.  That 
opennefs  and  gaycty  of  temper,  which  iirfl 
gained  him  his  lordlhip's  favour,  gave  place  to 
gloomy  filence  and  referve  ;  and  the  univerfal 
benevolence  and  philanthropy  which  gave  ir- 
refiftible  charms  to  his  converfation,  and  com- 
manded the  efteem  of  every  good  mind,  were 
fourcd  into  jealous  envy,  and  fufpicion,  that 
iickened  at  the  mention  of  a  virtuous  a6iion. 

CHAP.   xvn. 

An  holiday^  and  a  jolly  day.     A  fu?upiitcus  fcajl^ 
and  a  raree-Jheiv, 

O  O  many  fucccffive  inflanccs  of  folly,  which 
O  could  thus  poifon  a  prcfufion  of  happinefs, 
and  turn  it  into  mifery,  filled  me  v/ith  the  moft 
melancholy  reflections;  but  I  Vv^as  foon  diverted 
fi-om  them,  by  fomething  of  a  lefs  ferious  na- 
ture. 

The  conftable  of  the  village  in  v/hich  the 
lord's  houfe  Hood,  in  conformity  to  old  cuftcms, 
made  a  feall:  at  this  time  for  his  lordihip  and 
his  whole  family,  to  which  he  fent  them  a  fo- 
lemn  invitation  by  the  parifn-ofFicers.  Such 
a  fccne  promafed  fome  amufement  at  leafl.  I 
therefore  returned  with  the  oiHcers  v/ho  had 
come  upon  this  important  errand,  defirous  to 
fee  the  whole  procefs  of  fo  extraordinary  an 
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As  the  fcaft  v/as  to  be  given  at  tlie  joint  ex- 
pcnce  of  the  village,  the  principal  inhabitants 
had  aflembled  at^thc  confrablc's  houfe,  and 
were  fitting  over  a  pet  of  beer,  v/aiting  for 
the  return  of  thofe  who  had  been  fent  with  the 
invitation  j  though  the  whole  was  a  thing  cf 
courfe,  their  anxiety  was  fo  great  that  not  one 
of  them  could  fpeak  a  word  till  their  arri\-al : 
the  moment  they  entered  the  room,  all  the  reft 
laid  down  their  pipes,  adjufted  their  perriwigs, 
and  wriggling  fheir  chairs  nearer  to  the  table, 
liftened  "to  the- account  with  open  mouths,  and 
looks  of  the  profoundeit  fagacity. 

"'  Well,  gentlemen,  (faid  the  conftable,  who 
"  fat  in  an  arm-chair  to  fhew  his  authority) 
"  fince  his  lordfhip  has  condefccnded  to  accept 
*'  of  our  invitation,  we  fhould  take  care  that 
*'  every  thing  is  prepared  in  the  beft  manner 
*'  for  his  reception.  There  will  be  many 
"  things  wanted  to  make  a  proper  appearance 
"  on  fuch  an  occafion,  and  no  one  would  flop 
"  at  a  trifling  expence,  efpeclally  as  the  money 
"  will  be  laid  out  among  ourfelves.*' 

This  fpeech  opened  every  mouth  in  the 
room  at  once.  *-'  We  fhall  all  want  new 
"  cloaths,"  cried  the  taylor. 

"  New  fhoes," — faid  the  fhoe-maker. 

''^  New  ftockings," — faid  the  hofier. 

''  New  wii^s,"— faid  the  barber. 

"  Our  hordes  muft  be  Ihocd/'— faid  the 

farrier. 
"  Our  houfes  repaired," — ^faid  the  brick- 
layer. 
— — "  Our  chimneys  fwept," — faid  the  chim- 
ney-fweeper. 
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'^  Our  vaults  emptied," — faid  the  night- 
man. 

. <c  We  muft  have   a    fermon," — faid  the 

curate. 

"  A  fpeech,"^ — laid  the  veftry-clerk. 

"  A  vomit,   in  cafe  \)f  repletion," — faid" 

the  do6lor. 

■ ''  A  clyfter," — faid  the  apothecary. 

''  A  coffin," faid  the  wndertaker.     In 

fliort,  every  perfon  prefent  afi'erted  the  want  of 
foinething  in  his  own  v/ay,  to  make  the  en- 
tertainment compleat ;  and  the  lefs  necefTary 
it  was,  the  louder  they  roared. 

When  they  had  ^11  bawled  themfelves  hoarfe^ 
and  the  conftable,  by  repeated  thumps  with  his 
iiil  upon  the  table,  obtained  leave  to  fpeak,. 
"  Silence,  gentlemen,  (faid  he)  we  fhall  never 
''  do  any  thing  at  this  rate.  You  are  all  for 
''  providing  other  things  before  we  have  fixed 
*'  upon  the  victuals.  Let  us  fettle  about  them 
*'  firil." 

This  word  raifed  a  tumult,  ten  times  greater 
than  the  former;  everyone  in  the  room  roaring 
out  at  once  for  fome  particular  diih,  either  that 
it  was  his  trade  to  provide,  or  which  he  was 
fond  of  himfelf. 

The  butcher  bawled  out.  Beef. — • 
The  poulterer,  fowls. — 
The  fifhmonger,  fifh. — 
• — "  A  turtle," — faid  an  alderman. 
— "  A  ragou," — fqueaked  a  Frenchman. 
— "  Pickled  herrings," — belched  Mynheer. 
— "  Potatoes," — cried  an  Iriihman, 
— *'  An  haggis," — faid  a  Scot. 
— '*  Leek-pottage," — fputtered  TafFy.     In  a 

wordj 
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word,  they  all  ralfed  their  voices  with  iach  ve- 
hemence, not  one  attending  to  what  another 
faid,  that,  lince  the  buildmg  of  Babel,  theie 
was  not  fuch  a  fcene  of  confuiion. 

At  length,  the  conteft  i2;rew  fo  hi2;h  that 
they  were  juft  ready  to  fall  together  by  the 
ears,  when  the  conftable,  who  fat  all  the  while 
fretting  his  guts  to  fiddle-ftrings  at  this  inter- 
ruption of  his  fpeech,  which  he  loolced  upon 
as  an  irifult  to  his  authority,  put  a  ftop  to  the 
whole  tumult,  by  an  accident.  "  Fire  and  fury  ! 
*'  (exclaimed  he,  raifmg  his  voice  as  loud  as 
"  ever  he  was  able)   Are  you  all  mad  ? " 

The  word  j^rt',  which  v/as  all  they  attended 
to,  filled  them  with  aftright.  They  thought 
the  houfc  was  on  fire,  and  repeating  the  cry 
with  equal  vehemence,  they  overturned  the 
table,  fpilled  the  beer,  and  tumbling  over  one 
another,  made  the  beft  of  their  way  out. 

As  foon  as  they  were  undeceived,  they  re- 
turned into  the  room,  and  having  recovered 
thcmfelves  a  little  by  the  help  of  a  trefli  fupply 
from  the  ale-houfe,  the  conitable,  compofmg 
himfelf  into  proper  dignity,  refumed  his  fpeech : 
"  I  fay,  gentlemen,  (faid  he)  that,  if  we  go  on 
''  in  this  manner,  it  is  impoffible  for  us  tocon- 
*'  du(Sl:  this  affair  with  due  decorum.  We  had 
*•  better  chufe  out  a  fet  of  us  who  underftand 
f '  thefe  matters,  to  agree  upon  what  is  proper ; 
*'  andbecaufe  there  will  be  a  great  many  things 
*'  wanted  befide  vifluals  and  drink,  that  no 
*'  bufinefs  fliould  be  overlooked,  it  will  be  right 
*'  to  have  one  of  every  trade  chofen,  and  then 
*'  there  can  be  no  miftakes." 

This  motion  was  univerfaliy  approved,  and 
accordingly  they  proceeded  directly  to  make  the 
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choice;  but  in  this  they  were  very  near  fallinj^ 
into  as  great  confiifion  as  before,  every  one 
being;  ambitious  of  the  honour.  At  lenp-th, 
however,  and  with  difEcult'/,  it  v/as  fettled; 
and  then  the  felecled  few  withdrev/  to  the  next 
ale-houfe,  to  coiifult  undidurbed  upon  the  af- 
fair. 

When  they  were  fcated  and  had  frnoaked  a 
whiff  or  tv/o,  to  lettle  their  heads,  the  confta- 
ble,  wlio  by  his  office  v/as  one  of  the  number, 
opened  their  dehberations."  "  Gentlemen, 
*'  (faid  he,  puiHng  out  a  pillar  of  fmoak)  I  be- 
*'  lieve  I  may  fay,  without  vanity,  that  there  is 
*'  no  one  In  this  company  who  underftands 
*'  thefe  matters  better  than  I  do  :  I  keep  a  good 
"  houfe  myfelf,  an  hot  joint  every  day,  and 
*^  roaft  and  boiled,  both,  on  fundays;  befide, 
*'  my  wife,  it  is  well  knov/n,  was  bred  up  in  a 
*'  gentleman's  family,  and  there  learned  apro- 
"  per  notion  of  doing  things  genteely.  It  is  my 
*'  opinion,  therefore,  that  you  leave  the  whole' 
"  to  me,  and  I  will  prevail  upon  her  to  give. 
*'  me  advice." 

''  With  your  leave,  Mr.  conftable,  fanfvver- 
''  ed  a  pcrfon  who  iat  oppofite  to  him,  and 
"  heard  him  out  with  great  impatience)  though 
"  it  be  your  luck  to  be  in  office  this  year,  there 
*'  are  others  in  the  parifh  who  keep  as  good 
*'  houfes  as  you;  and  I  believe  my  dame  alfor 
^'  has  as  good  an  opportunity  of  knowing  thefe 
''  matters  as  another  :  I  ferve  two  or  three 
*'  gentlemen  who  keep  French  cooks,  and  fne 
''  never  goes  to  their  houfes  with  goods,  that 
"  fhe  does  not  learn  fome  new  piece  of  cook- 
*'  ery  from  them  ;  for  {he  is  a  well-fpoken  bo- 
**  d.'j^  and  always  aikeci  to  fit  down  among  the 

up*' 
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"  upper  fervants;  and  then  (he  isfo  fond  of 
"  pradifmg  what  {he  thus  picks  up,  that  I 
"  hardly  ever  know  the  name  of  v/hat  I  eat ; 
*'  but  fhe  tells  me  they  are  quite  the  mode,  and 
*'  fo  I  fubmit;  though,  in  truth,  I  cannot  fay 
*'  but  I  fh?uld  often  4^refer  a  cut  of  honeft  old 
"  England  ;  in  my  opinion,  thcic  is  nothing 
*'  beats  a  roafc  fir-loin." 

This  eloquent  fpeech  was  followed  by  one 
as  eloquent  from  every  one  prefent,  declaring 
his  own  ability  for  this  important  affair,  and 
putting  in  his  claim  to  it.  At  length,  when 
all  law  that  not  one  would  give  up  his  preten- 
ficns  to  another,  they  came  to  an  agreement, 
that  each  fnould  drav/  a  bill  of  fare  according 
to  his  tafle  and  judgment,  out  of  v.'hich  the)'- 
imagined  they  fhould  certainly  be  able  to  make 
a  proper  choice. 

Accordingly,  they  all  went  to  work  ;  and  the 
ftreams  which  flowed  from  every  mouth,  while 
they  were  writing,  proved  with  what  candour 
they  fetdovv'n  the  things  they  liked  befl,  and 
bow  glad  they  fliould  be  to  cat  them. 

The  bills  of  fare,  produced  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  fliewed  that  the  Englidi  were  not  dege- 
nerated, in  their  ftomachs  at  leafl:,  from  their 
miglny  anceftcrs.  Buttocks  upon  buttocks, 
and  firloins  without  number. — Legs  of  pork, 

and  faddles  of  mutton. Fillets  of  veal   and 

flitches  of  bacon. Hams  by  the  dozea,  and 

fowls  by  the  grcce. Flocks  of  gcefe,   and 

droves  of  turkies. In  fl-iort,  the  quantises 

of  meat,  when  the  bills  were  all  re:,d  over  to- 
gether, turned  the  flomach  cf  every  one  pre- 
ient,  and  made  them  readily  accept  the  propo- 
fal  of  the  man  of  the  houfe,  v/ho  undertook. to 
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furnilh  out  a  magnificent  feaft,  if  they  would 
leave  the  whole  to  hiin.  This  great  point  be- 
ing thus  happily  fettled,  they  fettled  their  fto- 
machs  alfo  with  a  glafs  of  right  coniac,  and 
then  retired  to  their  refpeclive  homes,  to  give 
their  wives  an  account  of  thefe  important 
tranfadtions. 

The  fufs  which  was  raifed  among  the  fe- 
males upon  this  occafion,  is  not  to  be  defcribed. 
All  their  finery  was  immediately  drawn  forth, 
and  examined  ;  and  then  fuch  confultati ons, 
and  difputes  with  one  goffip  oi  another;  fuch  a 
clatter  with  mantua-makers,  and  milleners, 
putting  lappets  to  this,  and  flounces  to  that, 
altering  and  turning,  to  fet  all  things  in  order 
for  making  a  proper  appearance  before  my  lord 
and  my  lady,  that  every  houfe  in  the  whole 
village  was  a  fcene  of  litter  and  diftra6i:iorL, 
from  that  till  the  day  of  the  feaft;  many  a  poor 
tradefman  facrifiting  more  than  a  year's  profit 
of  his  bufinefs  to  his  wife's  vanity.  Not  that 
the  hufbands  entirely  neglected  to  adorn  them- 
felves  either;  but  as  their  wives  care  was  chief- 
ly about  their  tails,  theirs  was  confined  to  their 
heads,  upon  which  every  one  heaped  a  bundle 
of  grey  hairs,  as  an  emblem  of  his  wifdom  and 
experience,  more  huge  than  ever  grew  upon 
the  oldeft  goat  on  Giledd-,  he  that  peeped  out  of 
the  larseil  Heece  thinkino;  he  cut  the  moil  ref- 
pet5i:able  figure. 

As  for  the  feail,  the  ale- houfe  man  was  not 
a  moment  at  a  lofs  in  providing  it.  He  had 
formerly  been  fcullion  in  a  gentleman's  kitchin, 
io  that  he  was  not  utterly  unacquainted  him- 
fcM  with  the  nafty  ways  of  tofnng  up  nice 
dillies  :    and  now,    with  the  help  of  an  old 

French 
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French  wotiian  who  fold  Bcf-a-la-mode  in  a  cel- 
lar, a  German  who  made  Bologna  faufFages,  and 
a  'Jew  who  travelled  about  the  country  with 
ginger-bread  2in6.  chcefc -cakes ^  he  made  up  a  fuf- 
ficient  lUmber  of  things  with  hard  names,  to 
fatlsfy  the  vanity  of  the  entertainers,  and  poi- 
fon  all  their  guefts,  had  they  been  fools  enough 
to  tafte  them;  banifhing  the  wholefcme  vidlu- 
als  of  the  country  to  the  tables  of  the  fervar.ts, 
as  coarfc  and  unlHihionable;  and  giving  no- 
thing in  the  way  that  God  made,  or  nature  re- 
quired it  for  nouriihnient  and  health. 

Nor  v.ere  the  decorations  lefs  '  elegant 
and  grand  than  the  feaft.  As  every  trade  in 
the  parilli  had  a  reprefentative  in  the  fet,  to 
whom  the  management  of  matters  was  com- 
mitted, it  may  be  thought  that  they  had  a  pro- 
per underflanding  among  themfelves,  and  did 
not  ncglecSl  any  article,  however  unneceffary 
and  even  abfurd,  which  could  poflibly  be  foift- 
ed  in  to  fvvell  their  refpc(5live  hills. 

C  H  A  P.     XVIII. 

*'  I?npreJJ-:s  qwiint  caparifons^  and  Jieeds'j 

^^  Bafes^  and  tinfel  trappings -^  gorgeous  hiights^ 

**  Then  ?na?'/halid  feaji 

**  StTv'dup  in  hall^  with  fewer s  and  fenechals. 

AT  length  the  much  wiflied-for  day  arrived. 
Words  are  too  v/eak  to  convey  an  idea  of 
the  noife,  hurry,  and  confufion,  which  reigned 
through   the  whole  village  3    it  feemed   as  if 

M  6  chaos 
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chaos  was  come  again-.  The  ilreets,  the  lanes, 
the  tops  of  the  houfes  were  filled  v»'ith  gaping 
crouds,  v/ho  left  their  houfes,  at  the  firfl  dawn 
of  the  morning,  to  fecure  the  moft  convenient 
places  where  they  might  fland  fafting  all  day, 
to  fee  others  go  to  a  fc:ift,  in  the  afternoon* 
Nor  were  the  happy  fev.',  who  were  admitted 
to  the  envied  honour  of  feeing  them  eat,  more 
provident.  The  thought  of  fuch  a  fight  took 
away  their  appetites  ;  and  beficies,  they  could, 
not  fpare  a  moment  from  the  important  work. 
of  dreiiing,  to  take  the  leaft  refrefhment. 

Tired  of  fuch  complicated  folly,  I  t  a'iied  to. 
his  lordfhip's  houfe,  to  fee  in  what  light  he,  and 
his  attendants,  looked  upon  this  grand  affair. 
My  former  knowledge  of  his  natural  good  fenfe 
made  me  judge  that  he  was  above  being  infe6!'- 
ed  with  fuch  abfurdities.  I  v/as  not  deceived. 
He  looked  with  pity  upon  the  extravagance  and. 
follv  of  his  tenants,  at  the  forne  time  that  lie 
.received  every  teitimony  of  their  attachment 
with  pleafure.  But  his  fervants  were  far 
enough  from  being  fo  cool.  The  pailion  for 
feeing,  and  being  feen,  raged  as  violently  in 
them  as  in  the  villagers  themfelves,  and  pro- 
duced efFeds  to  the  full  as  ridiculous. 

When  it  was  time  for  his  lordfnip  to  go  to 
this  grand  feaft,  he  was  fummoned  by  a  pro- 
ceffion,  from  the  village,  v/ho  came  to  wait 
unon  him.  The  extravagancies  fhev/n  upon 
this  occafion  exceed' defcrijtion  5  devices  with- 
out dtfign^  antics  and  emblems^  dc/Iitute  of  mean- 
i}7<T^  humour^  or  ingenuity ^  led  the  van;  ajes  in 
jurd-gGwns^  and  lamhs  in  haffe-hoard  armour^ 
marched  lovingly  together.  Fools^  from  che 
hmd  of  nature^  drop'd  their  their  broad  {ntcxs^, 

and 
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and  grin'd  as  fnvages  ;  in  a  word,  every  gurfe-, 
that  folly  could  put  on,  without  even  attempt- 
ing to  mimick  rcafon,  made  up  the  motlev  ca- 
valcade, and  kept  the  croud  agape. 

When  they  had  cxpofed  themfelves  in  this, 
manner  through  the  whole  village,  theyufher- 
ed  their  gucfts  into  the  place  appointed  tor  thefr 
entertainment,  where  they  were  marfhalicd 
according  to  their  different  ranks.  I  went 
with  the  croud,  and  took  my  flation  in  the 
place  from  whence  I  could  moft  conveniently 
fee  all  that  paflcd. 

The  numbers  of  every  age,  fex,  and  rnnk, 
which  I  faw  around  me,  preTented  fuch  a  com- 
plicated fcenc,  that  nctwithftanding  the  extra- 
ordinary powers  confered  upon  rne  by  my  guide, 
my  eyes  were  dazzled,  my  head  grew  giddy, 
and  1  was  unable  to  view  it  with  that  dilHnct- 
ncfs  which  alone  could  give  me  pleafure.  I 
hung  down  my  head,  difappointed  and  abaflied, 
and  fvvclling  with  an  hopelefs  figh,  "O  that 
"  I  had  my  kind  guide  here  now(faid  I)  to  de- 
*'  liver  me  from  this  confufion  and  difcrefs,  by 
"  dire<flingmy  attention  to  the  objefts  moll 
''  worthy  of  it,  and  enabling  me  to  over-look 
"  everv  thing  elfe,  as  he  did  before." 

I  had  fcarce  uttered  thefe  words,  when  raif- 
ini?;  my  eyes,  I  fav/,  to  my  inexpreffible  joy,  my 
guide  franding  before  me.  "  1  heard  your 
"  wifh(faid  he,  fmilingatmy  furprize)  andam 
*^'  com.e  to  gratify  it.  I  fee  your  fenfes  fmk 
"  under  the  prelTure  of  fuch  a  niultitude,  and 

*' variety  of  obje^fs.**^ Saying  this  he  touched 

my  eyes  once  more  v/ith  his  wand,  when  in- 
toitly  the  mills  v/hich  fwam  before  them  were 
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difpelled.    and   I    beheld  all  things  with  the 
greateft  clearnefs  and  accuracy. 

When  I  had  indulged  my  curiofity  for  fome 
time  in  gazing  idly  round  me,  "  The  fcene 
"  before  you  (faid  my  guide)  is  a  jufl  reprefen- 
'^  tation  of  the  world  in  which  you  are,  Thi^ 
'^  truly  may  be  called,  The  Paradife  of  Fools.. 
"  You  have  feen-Avith  .  hat  eagcrnefs  ar;d  pains 
*'  thefe  people  prepared  tht;mfelves  for  this  great 
''  occaficn;  with  what  anxiety  they  panted  for 
*'  the  arrival  of  this  moment;  and  you  now 
"  fee  to  what  a  wife  end !  In  fuch  purfuits  is 
''  the  life  of  man,  in  general,  confumed.  He 
"  looks  forv/ard  to  fome  particular  obje£l:, 
^'  paints  it  in  the  colours  mofl:  pleafiig  to  his 
"imagination;  and  then,  full  of  the  idea, 
"  flights  the  enjoyment  of  every  thing  elfe,  and 
<*  fixes  his  happinefs  on  the  attainment  of  this  ; 
•'  but  when  he  has  fucceeded,  when  that  for 
*'  which  hefo  longfighed,  io  eagerly  laboured, 
*'  is  at  length  in  his  poUeiTion,  \\i?.  wifhes  are  as 
"  unfatisfied  asever,  and  he  fin  Is  it  is  no  more 
^'  than  gaping  ata  feaji^  which  others  are  eating. 

"  The  perfons  who  compo  e  this  croud  are 
*'  principally  the  inhabitants  of  the  vi'jage,  and 
"  the  fervants  and  attendants  of  the  lord  and 
''  his  lady.'  The  different  purfuits  of  thefe  two 
"  clafies  of  people  ufed  formerly  to  create  as 
''  great  a  difference  in  their  manners,  and  ap- 
"  pearance;  but  of  late  the  cafe  is  quite  alter- 
"  ed  ;  the  bounds  which  were  wont  to  fepa- 
"  rate  them  are  for  the  moft  part  broken  down, 
"  and  they  intrude  into  each  other's  provinces 
*'  without  diftinftion  ;  his  lordfliip's  fervants, 
"  and  the  gentlemen  of  their  neighbourhood 
"  praclifing  every  mean  craft  to  get  money, 
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'^  for  which  they  were  accuftomed  to  defpife 
"  and  ridicule  the  villagers  j  as  thefe,  in  their 
"  turn,  afteit  all  the  follies  and  vices  of  the 
"  faihion,  and  with  an  aukward  profuiion  run 
*'  into  the  expences  and  extravagancies  which 
*'  ufed  to  mark  the  charact-'T  of  the  others. 
"  Hence  you  fee  tradefmen  keep  hounds  and 
"  running  horfes,  and  their  wives  go  as  fine 
*'  as  ladies  ;  while  gentlemen  turn  ftock-job- 
"  hers,  and  compound  their  debts  to  cheac  their- 
"  creditors  :  and  this  is  the  rcafon  of  that  odd 
"  contraft^  that  contradiction  of  character  in 
every  face  you  meet. 

"  Jufl  as  thefe  general  reflexions  are,  they 
will  be  itill  more  convincing  when  confirmed 
by  particular  in{tances.  Obferve  that  over- 
grown heap  of  mortality  who  fweats  beneath 
•'  the  load  of  her  lace  and  jewels.  From  the 
"  fplendour  of  her  appearance,  you  might  rea- 
"  fonably  conclude  that  fhe  was  a  perfon  of  the 
''  firft  rank  ;  but  examine  her  nearer,  and  you 
*'  will  fee  that  the  meanncfs  of  her  looks  ful- 
"  liestheluilreof  her  diamonds,  and  herover- 
"  aifted  airs  of  gentility  (hew  that  fhe  is  not  in 
*'  her  natural  fphere. 

"  She  was  the  daughter  of  a  country  farmer, 
''  who  tho'  he  had  fcveral  good  farms  of  his 
"  own,  was  fo  bad  a  manager  th  :t  he  never 
''  could  keep  a  penny  in  iiis  pocket.  To  pre- 
"  vent  his  pofterity's  feeling  the  fame  incon- 
*'  veniencies,  he  married  his  daughter  to  that 
"  perfon,  who  fits  neither  afleep  nor  av/ake  in 
'*  yonder  corner,  a  jQiop-keeper  in  the  village, 
''  that  fhe  might  be  able  to  go  to  the  till,  and 
"  take  out  money,  whenever  fhe  pleafcd.  For 
^*  fome  time  they  had  good  bufiaefs,  and  went 
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''  on  very  well,  till  he  unluckily  got  in  with 
*'  fome  of  his  lordfhip's  people,  whom  he  muft 
*'  immediately  imitate  in  all  their  ways,  drink- 
*'  ing  and  carouling  at  every  public  houfe  in 
"  the  parilli ;  while  his  wife,  not  to  be  lefs 
"  genteel  than  he,  fcraped  an  acquaintance 
''  fome  how  at  a  puppit-fhew  with  one  of  her 
"  ladyfhip's  maids,  from  whom  (lie  learned  a'rl 
"  thofe  fantaftic  airs,  and  became  fo  fine  a 
"  gentlev/oman,  that  fhe  would  fcarce  vouch- 
^*  fafe  to  take  the  leaft  notice  of  the  green- 
*'  grocer's  or  haberdafher's  wife,  at  the  next 
*'  door,  or  indeed  any  of  her  old  neighbours 
"  in  the  village,  with  whom  flie  had  been  in- 
"^  timate  before.  Theconfequenceof  this  was, 
"  that  while  £he  was  learning  faihions,  among 
"  her  ladyfliip's  maids,  and  he  tippling  at  the 
"  tavern  with  my  lord's  men,  or  perhaps  treat- 
"  ing  them  at  his  ov/n  houfe,  his  {hop  was 
*'  negle6ted,  and  his  bufinefs  left  at  fixes  and 
"  fevens. 

"  But  their  folly  is  ftrll  aggravated  by  th?* 
**  circumftance',  that  the  perfons,  for  the  fake 
"  of  whofe  company  they  do  all  this,  laugh 
''  at  them  the  whole  time,  and  would  not  fail 
"  to  turn  their  very  ruin  into  ridicule.  Of  this 
"  they  both  have  had  inftances  enough  to  open 
*'  the  eyes  of  any  who  were  refolved  not  to 
*'  fee.  One  or  two  of  thefe  may  not  be  unen- 
*'  tcrtaining. 

''  As  the  wife's  education  had  been  entirely 
"  in  the  country,  her  father  took  pleafure  in 
*'  feeing  her  pra6life  all  the  rural  fports  he  had 
*'  formerly  excelled  in  himfelf;  by  which 
*'  means  fhe  could  foon  cudgel,  vault,  and  play 
f  at  cricket  as  well  as  any  of  the  ruftic  fwains 
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around  her.  Of  thefe  polite  accomplifliments- 
*'  fhe  could  not  forbear  boafting,  in  the  pridc- 
•'  of  her  heart  to  her  new  acquaintance  ^  who> 
"  to  humour  her  vanity,  and  expofe  her  folly, 
"  not  only  feemed  to  approve  of  them,  but  al- 
"  ih  mifchievoujfly  encouraged  her  to  difpiay^ 
•'  her  dexterity  at  them  in  public  company^ 
"  v^'hile,  under  afneerof  feeming  applaufe,  fhe 
*'  joined  in  the  general  laugh  agalnil  her. 

''  There  is  nothing  that  betrays  a  weak  headj^ 
•'  into  more  or  grofler  abfurdities,  than  imita- 
•'  tion.  The  great  emulation  among  the  fe- 
*'  male  fex  at  prefent  is,  who  fhall  gather  the 
*'  greateft  number  of  perfons,  no  matter  whe- 
"  ther  of  their  acquaintance  or  not,  or  how  in- 
"  famous  in  life  or  chara61:er,  provided  they 
*'  drefswell,  and  will  game,  at  thofe  nocturnal 
*'  meetings,  called  with  emphatical  propriety,, 
"  Routs. 

'*As  this  woman's  new  acquaintance  wa& 
•'  particularly  famous  for  the  multitudes  that 
''  alv.^ays  afTembled  on  thefe  occafions,  fhe  toa 
**  muft  have  her  Routs^  to  flicw  her  politenefs 
"  and  importance.  An  affair  of  fuch  confe- 
*'  quence  required  much  deliberation.  Whom 
"  to  invite,  andwhereto  put  them,  were  the  two 
*'  material  queftions.  The  way  totheparlour 
*'  was  through  the  fhop ;  that  therefore  v/ould 
"  not  do  by  any  means  j  and  the  room  up- 
"  ftairs,  which  for  fafhion-fake  was  called  the 
*'  dining-room,  was  fo  little,  that  three  females 
"  in  full  drefs  could  not  move  in  it  together. 

"  After  much  confultation,  a  lucky  thought 
*'  at  length  removed  both  the  difficulties.  As 
*'  the  route  was  defired  out  of  pure  refpe<^  to 
*'  her   ncv/  acquaintance,  fhe  judged  thut  it 

"  would 
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*'  would  not  be  proper  to  invite  any  perfon  to 
*'  it,  who  was  not  not  a  fit  companion  for  her, 
^'  This  reduced  the  number  to  the  conftable's 
*•' wife,  and  two  or  three  more,  and  even  thefe 
*'  were  defired  to  come  without  their  hoops, 
**  that  they  might  not  incommode  her,  a  com- 
pliment, that  it  was  thought  could  not  fail  to 
pleafe  her,  Thefe  difficulties  being  thus 
happily  got  over,  the  lady  was  applied  to,  to 
fix  her  own  time,  and  cards  of  invitation 
fent  accordingly  to  the  refl  of  the  intended: 
company. 

But  an  unlucky  accident  had  like  to  have 
"  fpoiled  all,  in  the  very  critical  minute. 
"  When  the  dining-room  was  fwept  out  clean, 
*'  and  lighted  up  in  readinefa,  the  miflrefs  of 
"  the  route  went  down,^  and  fat  in  the  par- 
*'  lour  to  be  at  hand  to  receive  her  principal 
*'  guefl,  before  whofo  arrival  fhe  did  not 
*'  think  it  proper  that  the  reft  (hould  go  up 
*'  flairs.  While  fhe  waited  thus,  with  heart, 
*'  pit  a  pat,  for  the  rap  at  the  door,  the  appren- 
*'  tice,  who  had  put  on  his  funday-cloaths  to 
*'  officiate  as  a  fervant  out  of  livery  on  the  oc- 
*'  cafion,.  happened  to  peep  into  the  dining- 
''  r,oom>  and  not  feeing  a  great  chair  at  the 
**  upper  end  of  it,  as  he  had  obferved  in  the 
*'  club-room  at  the  alehoufe  where  he  ufed 
"  fome  times  to  go  for  his  mafter,  he  conclud- 
"  cd  it  was  forgot  in  the  hurry.  He  refolved 
"  therefore  to  correal  fuch  an  over-fight,  with- 
^^  out  fayingany  thing  of  the  matter,  that  the 
"  furorize  might  enhance  his  merit  with  his 
"  rniltrefs  :  accordingly  he  would  not  go  down 
"  for  his  mafler's  fmoakino:-chair,  that  flood^ 
**  by  the  l^^itchen  fiie,   but  opening  the  bed- 

"  chaijisber 
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*'  chamber  to  look  for  one  there,  he  unluckily 
"  caft  his  eye  on  the  night-chair,  by  his  mif- 
*'  trefs'b  bed-lide,  and  never  confidering  what 
*'  it  was,  brought  it  out,  pan  and  all  as  ii  Itood, 
*'  and  placed  it  in  Itate  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
''  dining-room. 

"  Hehad  fcarce  fuiiilied  this  notable  piece  of 
**  management,  when  a  thundering  at  the  door 
*'  proclaimed  the  lady's  arrival,  to  the  whole 
*'  neighbourhood.  The  new-made  groom  of 
"  the  chambers  inftantly  flew  to  bis  poll,  happy 
*'  in  the  thought  of  what  he  had  done,  and  held 
*'  open  the  door,  while  his  miftrefs  fhewed  her 
*'  guefts  up  flairs. 

"  The  lady,  who  of  courfe  led  the  way,  no 
"  fooner  entered  the  room,  thanfhe  wasllruck 
"  with  the  light  of  the  uncouth  piece  offurni- 
"  ture.  Her  delicacy  inflantly  took,  the  alarm,, 
"  {he  puckered  her  noflrils  up  to  her  eyes,  and; 
**  turning  away,  exclaimed  in  a  voice  of  difguft, 
"  Lard  !  where  am  I  got  to." 

"  The  miilrefs  of  the  route^  who  brought 
*'  up  the  rear,  and  had  not  yet  come  into  the: 
^'  room  to  fee  the  horrid  fight,  nor  hearddif- 
"  tindlly  what  the  lady  faid,  imagined  fhe  was 
''  taken  fuddenly  ill,  and  ran  up  to  her  to 
*'  know  what  wa?  the  matter.  Lard!  woman ! 
"  (fnufflcd  herladyfliip  through  her  handker-. 
"  chief,  which  fhe  held  to  her  nofe)  where 
''  have  you  brought  me  ?  What  is  that  ? 

"  It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  aftonlfli- 
*'  ment  and  confufion  of  the  other,  when  (he 
^'  faw  the  unfortunate  chair.  Ruined  and  un- 
*'  done  !  (exclaimed  fhe,  as  fhe  fainted  away 
*'  on  the  floor,  where  fhe  lay  for  fom.e  time 
*'  before  ihe  could  be  brought  tp  herfelf.) 

''  In 
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"  In  the   mean  while   one  of  the  compa- 
ny,   perceiving  the  caufe  of   all  this  con- 
fufion,    ordered  it  to  be  taken  away,    and 
afuiring    her    lady{hip,    that   It  muft   have 
been  brought  there  by  fome  miflake,  as  flie 
"  hcffelf  had  been  in  the  room  but  a  few  mi- 
"  nutes  before,    when    (he  could  vouch  that 
"  there  was  no  fuch  thing  to  be  feen,  her  la- 
"  dyfhip  was  pacified  ;  and,  when  the  miflrefs 
"  of  the  houfe  at  length  recovered,     conde- 
*'  fcended  to  comfort  her,  and  even  {laid  four 
''  minutes  longer  than  fhe  had  defigned    (for 
"  fhe  had  many  vifits  to  make  that  afternoon, 
''  and  could  not  poffibly  fit  down  to  cards)  to 
*'  fhew  thatfhe  was  not  offended ;  though,  not- 
*'  withftanding  all  her  good-nature,   fhe  told 
*'  the  whole  affair,  with  feveral  Ingenious  il- 
*'  luflrations  of  her  own  in  every  company  flie 
*'  went  into  that  night ;    which  was  the  real 
*'  motive  of  her  being  in  fuch  haf^e  to  go  away, 
"  But  this  ridiculous  end  of  an  affair,  that 
"  cofl  the  perfon  before  us   fo  much    anxie- 
''  ty,    was  not  fufRcient  to  make  her  fee  her 
*'  folly.     She  goes  on  flill  in  the  fame  flrain 
*'  of  aukward  Imitation,  facrlficing  every  folid 
"  happinefs  of  life  to  the  abfurd  vanity  of  flrlv- 
*'  Ing  to  appear  In  a  charadler  for  which  nature 
*'  never  defigned  her." 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     XIX. 

In  what  the  gnat  are  cafiejl  to  he  imitated.  Tlni 
humble  amhltmi  more  dangerous^  if  Icfs  ridicu" 
louSy  in  Tnan  thaii  in  woinan,  Another  inter" 
view  zvith  a  eouple  of  old  acquaintances, 

*'  ^wTOR  Is  her  hufliand  more  fortunate  In 
*'  JL^  his  attempts  of  the  fame  kind.  Behold 
"  him  yonder,  dozing  oir  his  laft  night's  de- 
"  bauch.  The  virtues  of  the  great  aregene- 
"  rally  above  the  ambition  of  their  inferiors ; 
"  but  their  follies  and  vices  are  of  eafy  imu- 
*'  tation.  By  thefe  they  defcend  to  the  level 
*'  of  the  low^eft  part  of  the  human  fpecies,  who, 
"  proud  to  refemble  them  in  ajiy  thing,  take 
*'  every  opportunity  of  aping  their  example. 
"  Hence  thofe  unnatural  inconfiftcncles,  which 
''  offend  reafon  in  every  vievjr  of  life.  Servant- 
"  maids  in  filk  govv'ns,  and  counteffes  drink- 
^'  ing  gin.  Tradefmen  keeping  whores,  and 
*'  lords  riding  races. 

*'  The  bloated  features  and  burfting  blood- 
''  fhot  eyes  of  this  perfon  fliew  how  eagerly  he 
*'  imitates  his  betters  in  the  moft  beaftly  vice 
*'  that  can  difgrace  a  rational  being;  but  his 
*'  ambition  flops  not  here.  Refolved  to  be 
"  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  freeholders 
*^  of  the  manor,  he  has  made  interefl  to  be  put 
*-^  upon  the  jury  of  the  court-leet,  that  he  may 
*'  have  an  opportunity  of  difplayi ng  his  abili- 
*^^  ties  and  confcquence. 

"  In 
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'^  In  fpeculatlon,  it  muft  appear  advantageous 
^'  to  have  the  trades-people  admitted  thus  to 
*'  fhare  in  the  government  of  the  manor,  as 
"  they  fhould  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  under- 
*'  ftand  their  own  myfteries  beft,  and  for  that 
*'  reafon  be  moft  capable  of  making  fuch  regu- 
*'  lations  as  fhould  promote  trade,  as  well  as 
''  for  their  own  intereft,  moft  careful  to  prevent 
*'  the  land-holders  from  burdening  it  with 
"  unjuft  or  injudicious  impofitions. 

"  But  experience  has  proved  the  vanity  of 
*'  fuch  expeilations.  No  fooncr  can  a  tradef- 
*'  man  get  upon  the  jury,  than  inftead  of  tak- 
*'  ing  care  of  the  intereft  of  his  trade  in  gene- 
*'  ral,  he  immediately  enters  into  a  combi- 
''  nation  with  the  lord's  fervants  ;  and,  for  the 
*'  fake  of  bringing  their  cuftom  to  his  own 
"  {hop,  aflifts  them  to  carry  every  by-law  they 
^'  propofe  to  ferve  any  prefent  purpofe,  how- 
^'  ever  ruinous  in  its  confequences  to  the  very 
*'  trade  in  which  he  earns  his  bread.  Thus, 
••'  for  inftance,  a  fhoemaker,  for  the  fake  of 
*'  fupplying  (hoes  for  his  lordfhip's  labourers, 
t'  Ihall  confent  to  lay  a  tax  upon  leather,  that 
"  muft  ruin  his  craft  in  the  end  :  and  if  they 
"  betray  their  own  trades  in  this  manner,  what 
"  will  they  fcruple  to  do  to  others! 

"  It  is  true,  they  take  care  to  pay  them- 
""  felves  well  for  this  proftitution  ;  the  badnefs 
^'  of  the  goods  they  fupply  giving  them  fuch 
*'  an  exorbitant  profit  in  their  contracts,  that 
"  they  expe6l  foon  to  be,  and  too  often  re- 
'*  ally  are,  raifed  above  the  neceflity  of  at- 
*'  tending  to  their  bufmefs,  at  the  fame  time 
^  that  the  poor  labourers,  who  are  obliged  to 
"  take  thefe  goods  as  part  of  their  wages,  fuf- 

' '  fer 
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fer  hardfliips,  fhocking  to  humanity,  from 

this  double  diflionefty. 

"  But  juftice  obliges  me  to  acquit  the  per- 

fon  who  gave  occafion  for  thefe  refle6lions 
*'  from  all  fuch  defigns.  Vanity  was  the  fole 
"  motive  for  his  getting  upon  the  jury,  and  in 
"  the  gratification  of  that  confift  his  only  plea- 
"  fure  and  employment ;  though  this  vanity 
*'  is  in  its  efFedt  no  lefs  prejudicial,  than  the 
*'  venality  of  the  others  ;  for,  as  the  ambition 
"  of  his  fhallow  heart  is  to  be  upon  good 
*'  terms  with  his  lordfhip's  fervants,  he  never 
'*  refufes  any  thing  they  require:  fo  that  the 
"  only  difference  between  his  condu6t  and 
*'  that  of  the  others  is,  that  he  does  thofe  dirty 
*'  jobs  for  nothing  which  they  do  for  hire. 

"  In  contrail  to  thefe  inftances  of  vi- 
''  cious  and  abfurd  vanity,  behold  in  yon  tall 
''  meagre-looking  perfon,  and  his  wife,  who  fits 
"  behind  him  in  the  croud,  inftances  of  mean- 
*'  nefs,  equally  vicious  and  out  of  character. 

"  I'he  place  in  which  he  flands  fhews  the 
"  rank  he  holds  among  his  lordfhip's  fervants, 
"  to  which  he  has  been  raifed,  not  for  any 
"  pcrfonal  merit  in  himfelf,  or  liking  of  his 
"  mafter,  but  folely  on  account  of  the  influ- 
*'  ence  which  his  wealth  gives  him  among  the 
''  tenants  ;  be  being  poHefled  of  the  greatell 
*'  property  in  the  whole  manor. 

"  It  has  been  faid  that  Heaven  fhews  Its 
*'  difregard  for  riches,  by  the  unworthy  ob- 
"  je£is  on  whom  they  are  generally  beflowed. 
*'  The  remark  is  rather  witty  than  jufi:;  but, 
*-'  perhaps,  there  never  could  a  fironger  in- 
^'  fiance  be  alledged  in  fupport  of  it  than  this 
*'  perfon.  Though  his  wealth  exceeds  not 
5  "  only 
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*'  only  the  wants  of  nature  and  reafon,  bulf 
*'  alfo  almoft  the  very  wiflies  of  avarice  itfelf, 
*^'  his  foul  ftill  year^is  for  more,  v^^ith  as  much 
*'  grcedinefs  as  a  vi^retch  perifhing  of  famine 
*'  can  for  a  morfel  of  bread.  The  whole  bu- 
*'  finefs  of  his  days,  his  dreams  ^y  night,  are 
*'  how  to  encreafe  his  boundlefs  ftore,  to  do 
*'  which  there  is  not  a  mean  or  iniquitous  art 
"  invented  by  the  perverted  ingenuity  of  the 
*'  human  mind,  when  fharpened  and  made 
*'  dqfperate  by  v/ant,  which  he  will  not  prac- 
«'  tifc. 

"  Vcrfed  in  the  whole  black  myftcry  of  gam- 
*'  ing,  how  .often  has  he  drawn  in  uncxperi- 
*'  enced  youth  to  ruin  ?  How  often  have  the 
**  rewards  earned  by  the  merits  of  iiluftriouj 
*'  ancefiors,  the  fruits  of  the  induftry  of  ages, 
*'  melted  in  the  magic  of  his  art,  and  funk,  in- 
*'  to  his  poiTeiTion? 

"Nor  is  he  content  with  this  exertion  of 
*'  his  (kill,  which,  infamous  as  it  really  is, 
*'  cuilom,  that  can  efFacc  the  diflinctions  of 
*'  nature,  has  fan6iitied  it  with  the  name  of 
*'  polite.  Forthofe  whofe  fears  may  fortunately 
*'  prevent  their  encountering  him  at  his  fa-' 
*'  vourite  weapons,  cards  and  dice,  he  fpreads 
"  the  inexplicable  fnarcs  of  ufury,  keeping  a 
"  public  oilice  for  lending  money  to  all  who 
*'  can  give  him  fecurity  on  every  contingency 
'^  of  life,  the  chances  of  which  he  has  calcu- 
''  lated  with  fuch  accuracy,  that  his  expecSta- 
*'  tions  of  gain  arc  feldom  difappointed.  And 
*'  this  is  the  fource  of  his  influence,  there  be- 
"  ing  fev/  of  the  tenants  of  the  manor,  and 
*'  more  efpecially  of  his  lordlhip's  fervants, 
*^'  who  are  not  in  his  debt.     As  for  the  place 

"he 
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^*  he  holds  in  his  lord's  fervice,  he  fought  it 
'*  only  for  the  lucrative  emoluments  which  at- 
*^  tend  it.  Stranger  to  every  praife-v/orthr 
'*  ambition,  he  fets  honour  at  nought,  and 
'^  grafps  even  at  powder,  only  as  it  brings  him 
"  profit. 


'<3Cr  "^M^  ^T>  ^^  -^r  o.  tXr  -rX-r  -^^  "tlr  tifir  ■ 


CHAP.     XX. 

^e  that  plays  at  BOWLS  mu/I  meet  rubs.  Tht 
Inter  drub'd.  An  old  fox  caught  nap- 
ping,  A  penny  faved  is  a  penny  got.  ^plen^ 
did  cecono7ny ;  %iith  the  unfortunate  candle- ad- 
venture. A  mortifying  injiance  of  the  force  of 
'vanity. 

**  TN  the  occurrences  of  fuch  a  life,  it  is 
*'  X  not  poflible  for  all  his  art,  confummatc 
"  as  it  is,  to  fave  him  from  fome  rubs.  An 
^'  inftance  in  each  character  of  a  gamefler- 
'^  and  an  ufurcr,  will  gratify  honefl:  indigna- 
'*  tion. 

"  Exertins  his  talents  in  the  noble  fcience 
^'-  of  bettings  fome  time  ago,  at  a  cricket- 
"  match,  a  butcher,  whom  he  had  taken  in, 
*'  ( for  the  firft  rule  of  gaming  is,  that  it  le- 
^'  vels  all  diftincHons;  a  porter,  who  can 
*'  pull  out  a  full  purfe,  being  equal  to  a 
"  lord )  was  fo  provoked  at  being  hlt^  that  he 
<*  refolved  to  take  fatisfiidlion  with  his  hands, 
^'  for  themlRake  of  his  head,  and  paid  him  with 

a  hearty  drubbing, 
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"  Such  an  affair  naturally  made  a  noife ; 
*'  but  the  fufFerer  had  the  addrefs  not  only  to 
*'  evade  the  fcandal,  but  even  to  turn  it  to 
*'  his  ov/n  advantage  with  his  lord,  making 
"  him  believe  that  he  had  met  with  fuch  an 
*'  infult  on  account  of  his  known  attach- 
*'  ment  to  his  intereft,  the  butcher  being  an 
"  avowed  partizan  of  a  certain  gentleman's, 
"  who  was  at  that  time  going  to  law  with  his 
*'  lorduiip  for  the  beft  part  of  his  eftate. 

''  But  he  did  not  come  off  fo  rnuch  to  his 
'•''  own  fatisfaftion  in  an  affair  that  happened 
''  to  him,  fome  time  after,  in  his  other  capacity 
'^  of  an  ufurer.     A  gentleman  took  up  at  his 
^'  ofiicc  a  fum  of  money,  payable  at  the  death 
*'  of  an  uncle  to  whom  he  was  heir  ;  for  which 
*'  he    mort2;ao;cd  the  rcverfion  of  his  uncle's 
*■'  efl:ate  :   as  he  did  not  rightly  underfrand  the 
'-'  calculations .y  he  agreed    to  pay  an  exorbitant 
"  premium  ;    but,  his  uncle  dying  very  foon, 
''  when  the  ufurer  went  to  demand  liis  debt, 
'^  the  gentleman  cxpoftulatcd  with  him  on  the 
"  unreafonablcnefs  of  the  terms  which  he  had 
*'  inadvertently  fubmitted  to,  and  offered  him 
*'  the  fum  he  had  borrowed,  with  an  handfome 
"  gratuity,  befide  the  intereft  ajlov/ed  by  the 
*■'  law.     But  the  other,  unmoved  by  any  thing 
*•'•  lie  could  fay,   infifled  pofitively  on  his  whole 
*'  demand,  and  threatened  to  fcize  upon  the 
"  eftate  mortgaged  to  him,  if  it  was  not  paid 
*'  dire6Hy. 

"  Incenfed  at  fuch  iniquitous  extortion,  the 
*'  aentleman  had  immediate  recourfe  to  a  learn- 
"  ed  pradlitioner  of  the  law,  to  try  if  he  could 
^'  not  have  redrefs  j  who,  on  perufing  the  deeds 
*'  which   had  been  executed   between   them, 

*'  found 
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''  found  that,  by  an  overftght  of  all  parties, 
"  the  mortgage  affe6ted  onJy  a  very  fmall  part 
*'  of  his  eftate,  which  was  iiot  worth  half  the 
"  fum  lent,  much  lefs  what  was  demanded  ;  a 
*'  particular  fubdcnomination  only,  which  had 
''  always  been  diftindly  known  from  the  refl, 
*'  being  named  in  the  deeds. 

*'  Though  the  gentleman  was  above  takino- 
"  any  difhonefi:  advantage  in  fuch  a  cafe  as 
"  this,  he  thought  it  juftifiable  to  fight  the-de^ 
•'  vil  at  his  own  weapons,  and  defend  himfelf 
"  by  any  means  he  could;  accordingly  he  fent 
"  the  ufurer  word,  that,  if  he  would  not  ac- 
''  cept  of  his  debt,  with  the  bare  legal  intereft, 
"  he  might  take  pofTefTion  of  the  eftate  mort- 
"  gaged  to  him,  as  foon  as  he  pleafcd  ;  but, 
^'  at  the  fame  time,  let  him  know  what  that 
"  eftate  was. 

*'  Surprized  at  fuc^  a  meflage,  the  ufurer  fn- 
*'  ftantly  fent  for  his  lawyers,''who,  upon  con- 
*'  fultation, -informed  him,  that  the  affair  was 
*'  too  true,  and  the  miftake-now  irremediable; 
'*-  and,  therefore,  he  muft  only  ftrive  to  m.ake 
'^'  the  beft  he  could  of  it.  When  he  had  vent- 
*'  ed  his  rage  on  his  agents  and  lawyer,  and 
*'  curfed  himfelf  for  coniiding  in  them,  he  was 
''  not  aftiamed  to  go  in  perfon  to  the  o-entle- 
"  man,  to  try  if  he  could  not  prevail  upon 
"  him,  at  leaft  to  give  him  the  gratuity  he  had 
*'  ofFered  at  firft.  But  his  arguments  were 
'*  now  as  inefteftual  as  the  gentleman's  had 
"  been  before;  and,  for  once,  he  was  obliged 
*'  to  take  only  his  juft  debt,  where  he  had 
*'  thought  himfelf  fccure  of  fmking  the  whole 
"  eftate. 
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*'  While  he  labours  with  this  aiTiduity  to 
*'  heap  up  wealth  by  every  iniquitous  means, 
*'  his  wife  is  equally  diligent  in  her  province, 
*'  pra6tiring  every  fpecies  of  parfmiony,  how- 
*'  ever  fcandalous  and  unjuft,  to  cut  off  her 
*'  tradefmen's  bills,  and  fhorten  the  moft  ne- 
*'  ceffiiry  expences  of  life  by  faving  from  the 
"  very  bellies  of  her  fervants ;  for,  however 
*'  her  fortune  may  feem  to  raife  her  above  at- 
"  tcntion  to  fuch  minute  oeconomy,  there  is 
*'  nothing  by  which  money  can  pofTibly  be  got 
*'  thcit  flie  thinks  beneath  her.  An  affair  that 
*•  happened  not  long  hnce,  will  lliew  this  in 
••'  the  ftrono-eft  ligjit. 

"  It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  molroppo- 
•'  fite  and  apparently  irrcconcileable  pafTions 
"  often  fpring  from  the  fame  caufe,  and  in- 
"  habit  the  fame  breaft.  The  profufion  that, 
*'  in  a  particular  manner,  marks,  the  chara6ler 
"  of  the  picfent  age,  is  blended  with  an  ava- 
"  rice  fo  flrong,  as  to  feem  capable  of  coun- 
"  tera6ting  :?11  it's  effects.  An  inconteliible 
"  inflance  of  this  is  the  mean  pracSiice  which 
*'  pre: ails  among  thofe  whofc  ele\atcd  rank 
«•'  makes  them  lead  the  mode,  of  permitting 
*'  their  fervants  to  receive  hire  from  their 
*^  euefts.  Upon  this  pradice  fome  of  fupe- 
*'  rior  oeconomy  have  improved  fo  far  as  to 
''  lay  a  tax  upon  it,  and  bargain  v/ith  their 
"  footmen  to  defray  a  great  part  of  the  ex- 
"  pence  of  their  entertainments  out  of  thefe 
"  fcandalous  perquifites. 

"  But  even  this  did  not  fatisfy  this  lady. 
**  Her  rank,  as  well  as  her  eager  paflion  for 
*'  play,  laid  her  under  a  kind  of  neceffity  of 
♦'  making  a  fplcndid  appearance,    and  invit- 
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ing  as  much  company  as  (he  could  to  her 
"  gaming  parties.  I  have  obferved  that  the 
"  expcnce  of  thefe  entertamments  was  borne 
"  by  the  fcrvants.  But  ftill  there  was  one 
"^  thing  which  flic  had  fct  her  heart  upon, 
"  though  cuilom  had  not  yet  given  her  a 
"  right  to  it ;  this  was  the  pieces  of  candles 
*'  that  remained  after  the  company  retired 
^'  from  her  routes^  which  fhe  thought  would 
"  ferve  in  her  family  on  ordinary  occafions.^ 
*'  and  fave  the  cxpence  of  buying;  but  how 
"  to  get  them  was  the  difficulty,  as  the  foot- 
"  men  who  found  the  Hghts,  retained  them 
*'  ?.s  their  due. 

''  At  length,  one  night,  when  the  compa- 
ny by  forae  accident  broke  up  much  fooner 
"  than  ordinary,  fo  that  the  candles  were  not 
"  half  burnt  out,  fhe  was  not  able  to  rcfift 
''  the  temptation,  but  refolved  to  have  them 
''  fome  way  or  other.  Accordingly,  as  foon 
"  as  the  hurry  was  over,  and  the  fervants,  as 
"  fhe  thought,  all  gone  to  ficep,  flie  flolo 
''  out  of  her  bed,  and  went  down  flairs,  naked 
*■'  to  her  fhfft  as  ihe  was,  with  a  dencrn  to 
"  fleal  them  ;  which  fhe  imagined  fhe  might 
*'  eafily  do,  as  the  fervants,  impatient  to  get 
"  to  reft  after  their  fatigue,  ufed  only  to  blow 
*'  them  out,  and  to  leave  them  in  the  candle- 
"  flicks,  till  they  went  to  clean  up  the  rccms 
"  next  morning. 

"  It  happened  unluckily  that  one  of  the 
*'  footmen  fufpe61ed  fome  of  his  fellows  had 
"  found  a  way  of  opening  the  box,  in  which 
*'  their  alms-money  (for,  literally,  they  flood 
*'  like  beggars  to  receive  it)  was  kept,  till  it 
^*  was  divided,    and   refolved   to  be  upon  the 
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'*  watch  this  night,  to  try  if  he  could  difcovef 
'*  the  thief. 

*'  He  had  not  waited  long,  when  he  heard 
''  his  miftrefs  treading  foftly  through  the 
**  apartruentfi  ;  and  imagining  that  fhe  was  the 
*'  perfon  he  watched  for,  (  for  there  was  no 
"  light  to  let  him  fee  who  it  was)  he  flood 
"  ftiil  till  flie  came  to  him,  and  then,  fpread- 
**  ing  his  arms  in  her  way,  caught  her,  load- 
"  cd  as  fhe  was  with  the  pieces  of  candles, 
"  with  which  fhe  had  filled  the  fore-part  of 
'*  her  fhift ;  for  flie  had,  in  her  hafle,  for- 
*'  got  to  bring  any  thing    to  carry  them   ofF 


m. 
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It  is  eafy  to  conceive  her  furprize  and 
"  ccnfwfion  at  fuch  an  encounter;  ncr  was 
"  the  fellow's  much  left:.  But  the  difcovcry 
"  of  her  iituation  foon  reftored  him  to  his 
*'  fenfes,  and  inflantly  fuggefled  the  method 
"  of  his  revenge.  "  And  fo,  my  dear,  (faid 
"  he)  you  want  wax-candles  !  But  I'll  make 
•'  you  pay  for  your  pilfering."  Saying  which 
*'  he  prepared  to  gratify  a  paflion  more  na- 
*'  tural  at  leafl,  if  not  more  delicate,  than 
**  that  which  had  brought  her  into  fuch  a 
*'  fcrape. 

*•*  The  lady,  who  could  not  be  at  a  lofs 
*'  to  know  what  he  defigned,  was  in  the 
'^  highell:  diflrefs.  Her  virtue  inflantly'took 
"  the  alarm  at  fuch  an  attempt;  but  how  to 
*'  avoid  it  was  the  difficulty.  If  flie  fpoke 
"  to  refufe  him,  fhe  knew  her  voice  would 
''  betray  her,  and  fhe  fhould  be  expofcd  for 
'*  ever,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  fear  of  lofing 
^^  her  booty  prevented  her  letting  go  her  hold 
*•  to  llruggle  with  him,   and   ftrive  to  repel 
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"  force  by  force.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fay  what 
"  refolution  die  would  have  taken  in  fuch  an 
'*  embarraiihient ;  or,  indeed,  whether  ihc 
"  would  have  taken  any  before  it  v/as  too 
"  laie,  had  not  a  very  lingular  circuinftance 
'*'  moft  unexpeaedly  proved  the  faftguard  of 
"  her  honour. 

*'  The  fellow  had  fcarce  taken  her  in  his 
;*'  arms,    when  the  perfumes,   which  {learned 
*'  from  every  part  of  her,  gave  fuch  oflencc 
"  to  his  noftrils,    accuilomed  to  no  ftinks  but 
*^  thofe'of  nature,  that,  his  ftomrxh  mftantly 
*'  turnino;,  he  difcharged  its  coiitents  full   in 
••'  licr  face,  before  he  had  time  to  let  her  go  ; 
*•'  and  then,  damning  her  for  a  ftinking  brim- 
'*  (lone,  fpurned   her  from  him   with   abhor- 
"  reiKe.     As  foon  as  fhe  had  wiped  her  face 
*'  with   her  fleeve,  and  recovered  her  breath, 
**  fhe  picked  up  fome  of  the  candies  which  fhe 
"  had  dropped,  and  retired,  the  manner  of  her 
"  deliverance  a  good  deal  lelTening  the  plea- 
*'  fure  of  it ;    though  it  was  fome  fatisfa6lion 
"  to  her,   however,    to  think    that   fhe   had 
"  preferved  her  booty,    and  efcaped  undifco- 

"  But,  in  the  latter,  (he  foon  had  the  mor-» 
*'  tification  to  find  herfelf  deceived.  The  fel- 
''  low  told  the  whole  ftory,  with  fome  obvious 
"  additions,  to  all  the  fervants  next  morning 
"  at  breakfall,  when  her  waiting-woman, 
"  (from  whom  fhe  could  not  poflibly  conceal 
"  fome  part  of  it,  as  fhe  w^as  obliged  to  hav© 
"  recourfe  to  her  afiiftance  to  get  herfelf  cleaa- 
*'  ed;  though  at  the  fame  time  fhe  gave  her 
*'  the  fh-idell  charge  not  to  mention  a  fyl- 
''  lable  of  the  matter,  laying  it  upon  her  huf- 
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*'  band,  who,  flie  faid,  had  drank  a  little  torn 
*'  freely  the  night  before)  her  woman,  I  fay, 
*'  out  of  a  principle  of  confcience,  and  that 
''  none  of  her  innocent  fellow-fervants  fliould 
*'  be  under  fuch  a  fcandalous  afperGon,  be- 
*'  trayed  the  whole  fee  ret  to  them  all,  from 
*'  whom,  through  the  channel  of  intelHgence 
<'  of  their  fraternity,  it  foon  fpread  over  the 
*'  v/hole  village. 

"  The  feait,  you  fee,  is  finifhed,  at  which 
*'  you  mufl  have  obferved  that  the  hofpitable 
*'  entertainers  and  their  guefts  feemed  to  have 
*'  exchanged  characters ;  the  former,  willing 
"  to  have  fomething  for  their  money,  eating 
as  voracioufly  as  if  they  were  half  ftarved, 
and  never  expeCted  to  meet  fo  good  a  meal' 
again ;  v/hilethe  latter  havebeen  wholly  taken 
up  in  looking  about  them,  and  making  good- 
"  natured  remarks  on  every  thing  they  have 
*'  {cen.  But,  foft  !  a  curious  fcene  yonder 
**  demands  your  attention  for  a  moment,  after 
*'  v/hich  we  will  leturn  to  the  lady's  hufband 
"  again,  who  will  fupply  more  matter  for  your 
"  obfervation." 

JufI:  as  my  guide  faid  this,  T  heard  an  up- 
roar at  the  door  of  the  houfe,  and,  turning 
about  to  fee  what  was  the  occafion  of  it,  was 
witnefs  to  a  fcene  fufficiently  ridiculous  to 
have  put  vanity  itfelf  out  of  countenance. 

As  his  lordfliip's  late  agent,  who  had  been  in- 
vited by  the  villagers  to  their  feaft,  was  going 
away,  a  parcel  of  attorneys  clerks  and  bai- 
liffs, who  had  been  employed  b/  him  while  he 
conduced  the  jav/-fuit,  gathered  about  him, 
a«d  infifled.  on  carrying  him  in  triumph  to 
his  ovrn  houfe  on  their  fl]0ulueri\ 

Th: 
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The  zeal  of  the  poor  fdlows  on  this  occa- 
fion  v/as  natural.  The  agent  had  given  them  ' 
conftant  emplo5^ment,  in  which,  to  do  them 
juiHce,  they  had  earned  their  wages  x'ery  weil^ 
a-nd  on  his  loflng  his  place  they  apprehended 
the  fuit  would  be  made  up  fome  how,  and 
they  fhould  want  work  ;  thev  therefore  took 
this  method  of  teflifyinj*-  their  g;rateful  re2:ard 
for  him,  which  they  imagined  nnght  alfo  con- 
vey an  advantageous  opinion  of  them  to  his 
fuccefibr  ;  but  the  affected  modefcy  with  which 
he  fafntly  repelled  their  attempts,  while  the 
vanity  of  his  heart  gliilened  through  the  thin 
difguife,  ihewed  in  the  mod  mortifying  light 
the  inability  of  man's  boailed  leafon  to  refift 
the  impulfe  of  the  moft  contemptible  pafiions- 
The  fight  was  too  painful  j  I  turned  away, 
vejied  and  difgufted,  while  he  went  off  in- 
toxicated with  their  empty  fhouts  and  ap- 
plaufe. 

The  tumult  and  confufion  at  the  breakins: 
up  of  the  company  are  not  to  be  defcribed. 
"  You  fee  (faid  my  guide)  the  conclufion  of 
"  an  affair  that  raifed  fuch  expediation.  The 
"^  life  of  man  has  not  unaptly  been  compared 
"  to  a  feaft,  from  whence  fome  depart  cmpt]^, 
*'  oihers  fatiated  ;  and  all  unCiiislied  and  dif- 
"  appointed,  and  as  impatient  to  get  away  as 
*'  they  were  eager  to  come.  We  will  leave 
*'  the  entertainers  to  congratulate  themfelves 
"  on  their  elegant  tnfle  and  judicious  condud^ 
"  in  this  important  matter,  to  fpread  the  fame 
"of  which  they  have  refolved  to  hire  the 
^^  common  crier,  to  {reclaim  the  bill  of  fare 
*"  of  their  fumptuous  entertainment  at  the 
''  market- crofs,  and  follov/  that  perfon  who.^ 
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"  as  I  told  you,  will  foon  do  fomething  that 
"  ihall  compleat  his  charader." 


-^SiW^i^^  ^  g^fSmiVi  S"" 
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Inter ejlt fig  hints ^  which  fet  foms  matters  much  can' 
vajfcd  in  a  new  light. 

AS  foon  as  his  lordfhip  was  returned  home 
from  the  feaft,  his  fervants  met  together 
to  confult  upon  the  condudt  proper  for  them 
to  obferve  in  the  prcfcnt  critical  conjuncture. 
While  thefe  people  are  making  the  unmean- 
ing preambles  (faid  my  guide)  with  which 
the  moft  urgent  bufmefs  muft  be  ufliered  in, 
ril  give  ycu  a  fev/  leading  hints,  to  enable 
you  to  enter  the  readier  into  the  fpirit  of  the 
fcene  opening  before  you. 
"  You  mull  have  obferved  that  the  bubble 
of  the  cay,  the  fubjc(fl:  that  engrodes  tlie 
thoughts  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  ma- 
nor, is  the  law-fuit  in  which  they  are 
at  prefent  engaged.  About  this  they  are  di- 
vided into  two  parties,  directly  oppofite  to 
each  other  in  their  opinions ;  one  for  profe- 
cuting  it  v/ith  the  utmoft  vigour,  without 
confidering  what  confequences  may  attend 
fuch  a  conduct,  or  fetting  any  limits  to 
their  expe6lations;  theother,  for  compound- 
ing the  difpute  almofl  at  any  rate,  to  fave 
the  expence  of  carrying  it  on.  At  the  head 
of  the  latter  is  the  perfon  whom  we  have 
fallowed  hither  3  as  the  former  flatter  them- 

"  feives 
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*^  felves  that  they  have  the  late  agent  on  their 
"  fide,  becaufe  he  had  condtidted  it  with 
*'  judgment  and  fpirit,  while  he  was  in  his 
«'  office. 

"  It  is  hard  to  fay  which  of  thefe  pr.rties 
*'  a(Sls  on  the  moil  irrational  principles.  The 
*'  One,  from  a  mean  and  abfurd  motive  of 
*'  parfimony,  would  betray  the  honour  of  their 
*'  lord,  and  the  intcreft  of  the  manor ;  the 
*'  other,  compofed  principally  of  the  various 
"  retainers  of  the  law,  and  tradefmcn  who 
*'  riiake  an  advantage  of  fupplying  them  with 
*'  goods,  on  the  lord's  account,  from  motives 
*'  equally  fellifh,  thougli  difguifed  under  the 
*'  pompous  pretext  of  public  fpirit,  and  a  paf- 
*'  fion  for  glory,  which  never  fail  to  take  - 
"  with  the  mob,  are  for  pufhing  on  their  fuc- 
*'  cefles  againft  the  di61atcs  of  reafon  and  juf- 
■*'  tice,  magnifying  every  advantage  th^t  has 
**  been  gained  as  of  the  moii  eflential  ini- 
*'  portance,  and  not  only  grafping  at  more, 
*'  but  alfo  infifling  on  keeping  all  they  have 
*'  gotten  ;  while  the  former  with  equal  fmcerity 
*■'  decry  them  as  infigniflcant,  and  not  worth 
"  the  trouble  andexpence  of  acquiring,  much 
*'  lefs  of  retaining,  and  therefore  are  for  giv- 
"  ving  up  them  all  indlfcriminately. 

"  In  the  fame  manner  do  they  differ  about 
*'  the  conduit  to  be  obferved  with  fome  of 
"  their  neighbours,  who  have  taken  part  with 
"  them  in  the  difpute  ;  thefe  arc  for  dropping 
"  them  dircilly,  and  leaving  them  to  fhift  for 
'*  themfelves  as  well  as  they  can,  without  re- 
'*  gard  to  any  promifes  which  may  have  been 
*'  made  them  to  the  contrary,  or  to  their  bc- 
''  ing  drawn  into  the  fcrape,    merely  becaufe 
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•**^  of  their  being  fome  way  conne^ied  with  thiV 


*'  manor;  as  the  others  are  for  fupporting 
"  them,  right  ar  wrong,  without  ever  confi- 
"  dering  whether  they  are  able  to  bear  fuch  an 
*'  expence,  or  not. 

-  ■'•  It  is  obvious  that  the  right  courfe  lies  in 
*'  the  middle  between  thefe  opinions,  could 
"  their  dirc6lors  diveft  themfelves  of  preju- 
"  dice,  to  difcern  and  find  refolution  to  pur- 
"  fue  it.  As  the  fuit  was  entered  into  at  firft 
"not  wantonly,  or  from  a  litigious  difpofi- 
"  tion,  but  to  aiiert  a  legal  right,  and  recover 
'^  loiTes  unjuftly  fufiercd,  it  would  be  both 
'-'  didionourable  and  weak  to  drop  it  before 
"  thofe  ends  are  obtained  ;  and  if  in  the  courfe 
"  of  the  conteft  fome  acquifitions  have  been 
"  made,  which  were  not  originally  even  clnim- 
*'  ed,  the  voice  of  reafoji  directs  to  retain  as 
"  many  of  them  ns  fhall  indemnify  for  the  ex.- 
*'  penccs  of  the  law-fuit,  and  difable  the  ag- 
"•  greffors  from  attempting  the  like  injuflice 
*'  for  the  future;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  when 
*■'  that  right  is  inconteftibly  eftabliflied,  and 
*'  not  only  thofe  lofTes  recovered,  but  alfo  a 
*'  fuflicicnt  indemnification  for  the  paft,  and 
"  fecurity  againft  the  future  obtained,  to  grafp 
"  at  more  inverts  the  nature  of  the  conteft, 
*'  and  makes  thofe  the  aggreffors  who  before 
*'  had  juftice  on  their  fide. 

"  The  fame  middle  rule  holds  equally  good 
**  in  refpe6l  to  their  aflbciates  in  the  fuit;  fuch 
^  of  them  as  have  been  involved  in  it  merely 
*'  on  account  of  their  connection  with  the  ma- 
*'  nor,  fhould  mod  certainly  be  protected  ; 
"  that  is,  if  it  can  be  done  v»'ithout  ruining 
*'  their  protestors}  farther  than  wlvch  nothing 
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V**  can  oblige  a  community  to  go.  Wlfbre  tha5 
cannot  be,  fel f-prefervation  cancels  every 
tie ;  and  prudence  commands  to  yield  to  a 
nccefnty  that  cannot  be  refilled,  till  an  hap- 
pier hour  fliall  offer  for  redrefiing  their 
grievances,  and  making  them  amends  for 
their  lofles  ;  and  for  thofc  who  may  have 
entered  into  the  difpute,  to  ferve  particular 
purpofes  of  their  own,  or  for  the  fake  of 
hire,  it  is  abufmg  honour  to  fay  that  it  is 
any  way  conccricd  to  keep  up  a  conncvidon 
with  them,  one  moment  longer  than  it  is 
convenient.  All  that  is  neceffary  to  be  done 
is,  not  to  break  with  them  without  givHig 
them  timely  notice  to  provide  for  their  own, 
fafety. 

"^  Of  this  the  {le ward  is  not  infenfible^  but^ 
though  he  is  fecure  of  his  lord's  concurrence 
in  whatever  he  thinks  proper  to  do,  there 
arc  difficulties  in  his  way,  which  make  him 
at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed,  and  imbitcer  the 
enjoynient  of  his  envied  power.  The  p.ir^ 
ty  which  is  for  continuing  the  fuit  is  againft 
him  of  courfe,  from  the  circumftance  of  his 
cominp^  into  the  manao;ement  of  affairs  in 
the  place  of  their  favourite,  the  late  agent ; 
(as  for  the  old  (Icward,  though  fome  of 
them  perhaps  have  not  yet  forgot  the  good 
cheer  he  ufed  to  give  tliem,  as  they  have  no 
opinion  of  his  capacity  for  bufinefs,  they 
give  themfelves  no  great:  concern  about  his 
difmiffion)  and  even  the  more  rational  of 
thofe  who  wifli  to  fee 'the  difpute  termin- 
ated, in  an  amicable  and  juft  nianner,  arc 
afraid  he  will  be  in  fuch  hade, to  make  it 
upj  in  hopes  of  fecuring  himfelf  in  his  pkcc. 
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*'  that  he  vv'Ill  not  take  fufficlent  care  of  thefr 
*'  interefts,  nor  make  the  moll  of  the  advan- 
*'  tages  gained  by  his  predecefTor,  for  fear  any 
*'  part  of  the  merit  fhould.  redoand  to  him. 

*'  Oppofed  thus  by  one  party,  and  diftrufted 
**  by  the  other,  he  ftands  in  the  utmoft  em- 
*'  barraJTment,   unable  to  follow  the  di(States 
''  of  his  own  judgment,  and  obliged  to  adopt 
*'  the  meafures  of  thofe  who  alone  will  join 
*'  with   him.     Thefe  are   they  who  are    for 
*'  compounding  matters    at   any    rate,      at  the 
•'  head  of  whom  is  this  perfon,  who,   as  his 
**  great  property  makes  a  large  portion  of  the 
**  expence  of  the  I'uit  fall  to  his  ihare,    has 
^'  ever  been  averfe  to  carrying  it  on,    u;eeplng 
'*  over  the  fuccefl'es  which  have  attei.ded  it,  as 
"  he  imagined  they  would  raife  the  expe6la- 
**  tions  of  the  ten-^nts  ftill  higher,    and   con- 
'*  fequcntly  make  the  ccmpofition  he  wanted 
*-'  to  bring  about  more  difHcult. 

"  I  have  drawn  this  fhort  fketch,  to  aflift 
**  your  judgment  in  a  matter  which  preju- 
"  dice  and  party  represent  in  fuch  different 
*'  colours.  To  fome,  perhaps,  the  concern:s 
'*  of  a  private  manor  may  not  feem  worth  fo 
**  much  trouble  ;  but  the  heart  of  man,  and 
*'  the  motives  of  his  a<Siions,  which  are  the  cb- 
**  je6ls  of  your  obfervaticn,  are  often  as  ckar- 
"  ly  fliewu  in  fuch  trifles  as  in  matters  of  the 
*'  greatefl:  moment.  **  But  foft!  the  grand  de- 
**  bate  begins." 


CHAP, 
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DifpuUs  will  arife^  vjhire  every  man  h  for  him- 
jelf*     A  fure  method  of  removhig  fcrtiples^  and 
Ttconaling  oppofite  opinions.      The  chara^er  of 
the    GRAND    COMPOUNDER  fimjhed,      The 
conchfmi, 

(^Ompliments  being  mutually  paid,  and 
J  judgment  paded  upon  the  feaft,  and  the 
drcls  and  characters  of  the  entertainers  and 
their  various  guefts,  the  company  at  length 
jTeated  thcmfelves  round  a  table,  and  the  flew- 
ard  proceeded  to  bufineis. 

^^  I  have  deiired  this  meeting,  gentlemen, 
*'  (laid  he)  that  I  may  have  your  advice  hov7 
"  to  a<St  in  the  affair  of  this  law-fuit  in  w^hich 
"  we  are  entanjtled.  Whether  it  is  to  be  car- 
'•'  ried  on,  or  made  up  ?  and  how  we  are  to 
;••'  accomplifh  whicli  ever  we  refolve  upon  ?  It 
*'  is  a  matter  of  confequence,  and  requires  the 
*'  moft  deliberate  care  and  attention." 

*'  Whether  the  law-fuit  is  to  be  carried  on, 
**■  or  made  up,  fir !  (anfwered  the  grand  coin^ 
*'  pounder)  cannot  admit  of  a  moment's  doubt 
*•'  with  any  one  who  conliders  the  diftrefled 
"  fituation  to  which  we  are  reduced  by  it. 
''  All  our  ready  money  is  gone,  and  our  farms 
*'  mortgaged  fo  deeply  that  no  one  will  lend  us 
'*  any  more.  How  then  (hould  we  carry  it 
"  on,  if  we  werefo  inclined  ?  Or,  how  far  are 
*'  we  to  goj  even  if  we  were  able  ?  When  £rft 

"we 
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*'  we  begun  it,  we  were  told  that  a  term  or 
*^'  two  would  cert:.inly  bring  our  adverfary  ta 
^'  reafcn.  But  we  have  gone  on,  term  after 
*'  term,  I  don't  know  hov/  long,  at  an  ex- 
"  pence  that  no  other  people  upon  earth  would 
*'  be  fuch  fools  as  to  undertake  ;  and  flill  are  as 
"far  from  a  conciufion  as  the  momen-t  we  fet 
"•  out.  As  for  the  mighty  advantages,  which 
'^  the  lawyers  and  their  party  make  iuch  a  noife 
*'  about,  what  have  they  done  but  filled  our 
*'  wife  heads  with  notions  of  new  demands, 
*'  which  our  adverfary  will  never  comply  with; 
*'  and  we  fhuuld  not  have  dreamed  of  making,, 
''  had  it  not  been  for  them  :  So  that,  the  more 
''  advantages  as  they  are  called  we  g^m^  the 
*'  fartlier  v/e  are  froui  the  conciufion  we  wifh 
*'  for.  The  lawyers,  indeed,  have  gained 
"  advantages.  They  receive  their  fees  from 
*'  us,  and  extort  cofts  from  the  adverfary  alfo; 
*'  whi^rh,  in  our  great  wifdom,  we  have  given 
*•'  up  to  them,  as  an  encouragement  to  be  ho- 
*'  neft,  indead  of  reimburfmg  ourfelves  with 
*'  them  as  we  ought ;  and  therefore  they  are  in 
*'  the  right  to  fpin  out  the  fuit  as  long  as  they 
'^  can.  But  I  hope  their  reign  is  at  an  end  j  and 
"  that  we  have  feen  our  folly  too  plainly,  to 
'*  be  dupes  lo  them  any  longer.  My  opinion, 
''  therefore,  Mr.  Steward  is,  that  we  compound" 
"  the  matter  direclly.  We  muft  take  care  of 
"  ourfelves.  Jny  compcfiticn  in  our  cafe  is 
"  better  than  nomy 

"  It  is  to  be  hoped  (replied  one  who  fat  at 
*'  the  other  fide  of  the  tablo,  and  by  his  green 
"  biig  full  of  papers,  appeared  to  be  their  clerk 
"  in  court)  that  Mr.  :5teviard  will  have  more 
*^'  regard  to  his  owu  character  (a  confideration- 

''  that 


THE    REVERIE.        281 

•'  that  appears  ta  have  loft  all  weight  v/Ith  the 
"  gentieman  who  fpoke  laft;  as  well  as  to  his 
*'  lordfhip's  honour  a4id  the  intereft  of  the  ma- 
"  nor,  than  to  be  influenced  by  fiich  fordid,  bafe 
•■'  advice.  It  has  been  owing  to  fuch  fcandaloiis 
*' complaints  of  our  inability  to  carry  on  the 
"  fuit,  that  it  has  continued  (o  long,  they  only 
*'  having  encouraged  our  adverfary  to  perfift, 
"  not  from  any  hope  of  getting  the  better  of  us 
"fairly,  but  of  wearing  out  our  rcfolution; 
"  and  if  this  is  not  dire6lly  betraying  his  lord- 
*'  fliip,  theconfequence  isjuftas  bad." 

So  home  a  charge  put  the  compoumkr  out  of 
all  patience.       He  ftarted  up,  fputtering  and 
foaming   like  a  madman,  for  his  pafiion  had' 
deprived  him  of  the  power  of  utterance,  and, 
tearing  open  his  waiftcoat,  was  going  to  de- 
mand  i-nftant    fatisfadion    from    his    accufer. 
But  a  gentleman  wno  fat  at  the  upper  end  of 
the  table  interpofed,    and  catching  hold  of  his 
hand,  "  For  heaven's  fake,  Sir,  (faid  he)  how- 
"  can  you  take  notice  of  what  he  fays  ?  The- 
*'  gentleman  perhaps  thinks  that  he  v/ill  have- 
*'  no  more  bufniefs,  if  the  fuit  fhould  be  made 
"  up,  and  therefore  fays  any  thing  to  fupport- 
*'  it.     But  you  have  a  fortune  of  your  own, 
"  and  do  not  depend  upon  the  precarious  in- 
*'  come  of  a  place." 

"  Whatever  I  depend  on,  (returned  the- 
*'  clerk  eagerly)  I  do  not  proftitute  my  honour 
*'  and  abilities,  and  make  myfelf  the  hackney 
"  tool  of  every  party  that  is  uppermolt,  to. 
*'  keep  that  place,  changing  like  a  weather- 
"  cock  with  every  guft  of  wind,  and  counter- 
'-'  ading  one  day  the  meafures  of  the  laft,  ag- 
^'  I  happen  to  be  ordered." 

Suck 
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Such  reflections  were  too  general,      p^veiy 
mouth   was   inftantly  opened  to  reply,  when 
the  fleward  commanding  lilence,  with  a  tone 
and  air  of  authority,  ''  I  was  in  hopes,  gen- 
"  tiemen  (faid  he)  that  you  would  have  thought 
*'  proper  to  deliberate  coolly  on  the  matter  I 
*'  propofed  to  you  j  but,  inftead  of  that,  you 
'^  have  fallen  out  among  vourfelves,  and  tiwit 
*'  about  nothing  at  all.     You  may  all  be  ^- 
'*  fured,    that  whatever   meafures  I  take,  *jio 
*'  gentleman  here  fhall   be  a  fufferer.     You, 
"  iVIr.  Clerk  need   not  be  fo  warm  !    If  the 
"  fuit  is  made  up,  there  are  other  places  as  pro- 
*'  fitable  as  the  one  you  have   at  prefent.      I 
"  defign  to  make  you  firll:  clerk  in    my  own 
"  office,    which  1  hope   will  remove  all  your 
"  fcruples  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  if  it  can- 
'*  not  be  made  up  quite  fo  readily  as  you,  Sir, 
"  (addreffing  himfelf  to  the  grand  compounder) 
**  may  wifh,  there  are  ways  of  making  up  to 
*'  you,  not  only  what  you  may  fuffer  by  the 
**  delay,  but  alfo  a  good  part  of  what  you  have 
*'  been  out  of  pocket  already  :  fo  that  you  had 
**  no  occafion  for  beino;  fo  much  alarmed  at 
*^  what  the   gentleman  faid,    nor  (tripping  to" 
*'  fight  with  him,  like  a  porter.     Such  wrang- 
*'  ling  is  moft  unbecoming  gentlemen." 

This  fpeech  healed  all  animofities,  and  re- 
ilored  the  general  harmony  in  a  moment. 
The  clerk  bowed  with  a  fmile  of  the  moft 
chearful  acquiefcence;  and  the  grand  compounder^ 
unable  to  conceal  his  joy,  blubbered  out,  be- 
tween laughing  and  crying,  "  1  am  forry,  Sir, 
*^  that  I  (hould  mifbehave^  myfelf  before  you  ; 
**  but  it  was  impoffible  to  bear  fuch  an  afper- 
"  fion  unmoved,     I  am  fure  I  hav  e  fhewn  my 

"  Air 
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'attachment  to  his  lordfliip's  honour  and  in- 
'  tereft  in  many  different  inftances,  in  the 
'  feveral  capacities  I  have  lerved  him  in. 
'  When  I  v/as  cockfivain  of  his  barge,  I 
'  obliged  his  watermen  to  wear  a  particular 
'  livery,  at  their  own  expence,  and  regulated 
'  their  rank ;  and  t'other  day  again,  when  I 
'  was  llev.-ard  of  the  manor  on  the  other  lide 
'  of  the  river,  I  drove  away  that  fmuggkr  and 
'  his  gang  who  put  them  all  into  fuch  a  pa- 
'  nick^  by  the  great  preparations  which  I 
'  made  to  attack  them  ;  and  even  in  this  very 
'  affair  of  the  law-fuit,  I  have  been  at  greater 
'  expence  than  any  rnan  in  the  whole  manor  5 
^  and  it  is  very  hard  if  a  man  may  not  even 
'  fpcak  who  parts  with  fo  much  money  for 
'  nothing.  I  am  fure  it  has  gone  to  my  heart 
'  many  a  time,  when  I  have  given  away  the 
'  rent  of  a  whole  farm  at  once  !  After  all  this, 
'  I  fay,  it  is  too  much  to  be  accufed  of  be- 
'  traying  his  intereft  and  honour.  But,  as  I 
'  can  depend  upon  your  word,  I  fhall  think 
'  no  more  of  it.'* 

When  the  grand  compounder  had  thus  unbur- 
dened his  heart,  the  iteward  once  more  re- 
fumed  the  fubjciSb  of  their  meeting.  "  As  for 
"  this  law-fuit,  gentlemen,  (faid  he)  I  own  I 
*'  am  heartily  tired  of  it,  as  I  prefume  every 
"  man  in  his  fenfes  is  ;  and  am  determined  to 
"  make  it  up  as  foon  as  I  can,  that  is,  without 
"  prejudice  to  his  lordfhip's  honour  and  the 
'*  real  intereft  of  the  manor,  which,  however 
"  fome  people  may  pretend  to  diftinguifli  be- 
'•  tween  them,  are  efTentially  one  and  the  fame 
''  thing.  But  how  to  bring  this  about  is  the 
'*  difficulty.      The   mob   is  intoxicated   with 
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our  fuccefles  to  fuch  a  degVce,  that  tlicy 
would  be  ready  to  drag  any  man  through 
the  kennel  who  fhould  only  mention  flop- 
ping, though  they  do  not  even  knov/  what 
they  would  be  at,  in  going  on.  In  thcfe  cir- 
cumflances,  I  think  it  will  be  the  beft  way 
to  let  our  adverfary  privately  know,  that 
we  arc  not  averfe  to  an  accommodation ; 
and  that  if  he  will  fend  one  of  his  people 
here  with  fuch  a  propofal,  to  give  a  colour 
to  the  affair,  one  of  us  will  go  to  him,  with 
full  power  to-  fettle  all  matters  in  difpute 
between  us.  In  the  mean  while  we  mull 
let  the  lawyers  go  on,  at  lead  till  the  end  of 
the  term,  to  keep  the  mob  in  good  humour  ; 
and  when  the  affair  i«  finifhed,  we  muft  con- 
trive to  throw  fome  new  bubble  or  other  up 
in  the  air,  for  them  to  gaze  at,  whpch  may 
divert  their  attention  from  every  thing  elfe. 
This,  gentlemen,  is  my  opinion:  I  only  am 
at  a  lofs  for  a  proper  perfon  to  fend.  If 
mufl  be  one  of  fome  confcqucnce,  to  give 
weight  to  what  he  fays,  and  who  does  not' 
regard  the  abufe  and  infults  of  the  mob,  of 
which  he  will  probably  be  the  chief  objedl, 
in  the  firff  fallies  of  their  refentment,  before 
there  can  be  any  thing  done  to  appeafe  them." 
"  I  am  the  man  !  (faid  the  grand  compounder^ 
flarting  up  in  a  tranfport)  I  am  the  man  ! 
I  have  given  proof,  that  I  defy  the  refent- 
ment of  the  moft  defperate  mob  ;  and  no- 
perfon's  word  will  have  more  weight  with 
our  adverfary  than  mine.  I  am  intimately 
acquainted  with  moft  of  his  principal  fer- 
vants,  with  whom  I  have  all  along  kept  up 
a  friendly  interccurfc  ;  vrhich  has  made  him 

"think. 
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**  think  that  I  um  well  inclined  to  his  interefl; 
*'  fo  that  he  will  have  proper  regard  to  everv 
"  thing  I  propofe.  Let  me  but  go  ;  and  I  will 
"  undertake  to  fettle  every  thing." 

''  With  all  my  heart.  Sir,  (anfwcred  the 
*'  fleward)  you  fhall  go,  fmce  you  defire  it. 
"  But  take  care  that  your  eagerncfs  is  not  ken 
*^  through,  and  taken  advantage  of.  I'll  draw 
"up  your  inftru6lions  without  delay,  and  give 
*'  you  a  Turn  of  money  to  bear  your  charges, 
"  that  fhall  make  you  cafyj  for  1  know  you  are 
"  not  extravagant  in  your  expences." 

"  And  do,  pray  Sir,  (added  the  grand  com- 
"  poujider)  add  fome  little  matter  on  my  wife's 
"  account.  I  know  (he  Vv'ill  be  for  going  too. 
*'  It  will  not  be  thrown  away  :  flie  has  anex- 
"  cellent  knack  at  fifning  out  fecrets,  and  will 
*'  be  a  great  ailiflance  to  me." 

"  Well  Sir,  (returned  the  fleward)  we  fhall 
*'  not  diHer  about  that.  But,  gentlemen,  there 
"  is  one  thing  more,  which  1  muft  obferve  to 
"  you.  As  you  all  approve  of  this  flep,  I 
*'  fhall  cxpe6l  that  when  the  accommodation  is 
"  concluded,  you  will  all  fign  it  as  well  as  I; 
*'  for  light  as  (ome  people  make  of  the  refent- 
'^  ment  of  a  mob,  I  do  not  chufe  to  fland 
*'  fmgle  before  it  neither." 

Matters  being  thus  fettled,  the  company 
broke  up ;  and  the  gra'nd  compounder^  in  the 
fullnefs  of  his  joy,  muttering  to  himfelf  as  he 
pafled  me,  "  Ay^  !  r^ye  !  let  me  alone  to  com- 
"  pound  matters'!  I  fliall  not  fland  upon  terms, 
"  Any  compofition  is  better  than  Jione  !"  I  was 
fo  provoked  at  his  premeditated  bafenefs,  that, 
forgetting  the  pofitive  injundion  of  my  guide, 
I  could  not  forbear  crying  out  aloud,    *'  Vil- 

'  hiin  [ 
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**  lain  !  take  that  !'*  and  at  th^  fame  time  gave 
him  a  kick  on  the  pofteriors  with  all  my  might. 
But  I  foon  had  reafon  to  repent  of  my  rafti- 
nefs.  The  whole  fcene  inftantly  vanilhed  !  I 
awoke  from  my  Reverie  y  and  found  myfelf 
fitting  in  the  fame  chair,  where  I  had  forgot 
myfelf  a  few  hours  before,  with  the  additional 
vexation  of  having  broken  my  fhin  againft  the 
frame  of  the  table  by  my  inconfiderate  kick. 
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